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JGNjkli Tebruery U # 1$*2 



Honorable Jnu J* Derie 
United State* donate 
eaehinfiton, EU C# 



Scnatort 

\ I deelre to ecknowledse receipt of ywr aaeaaunica- 

tion of February J, l$i2, with which you forwarded an enocyiaouc 
eoccuni cation addreeeed to you by a Oovernaeot enplcgree and a 
wineograpbed circular captioned, "The redelivered Speech 11 
dated January 2h, which appear* owcr the denature of 

^ [ Oermld U K. Sfcdth. 

X want you to know that 2 do Indeed appreciate 
your eourtcay In bringing thla material to ay attention. 
The waiter has been carefully noted and I here taken the 
liberty of referring copiea of the encloeurea of your eon- 
Muni cation to Honorable Wendell B»re©» aeeietant Attorney 
« General, for hit information and whatever eonaideration dewed 

appropriate* 

f? 7 Hth expreaelone of wy hl£»at eeteen end beet 

' K ■ ' recarda t 

Sincerely your*. 
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jCN:Ub 1 ' ^ ^ February U, 1A* 



fCSHAKDCy FOR JLSGrsTiOT mOHKET SEKERAL 
VSKCELL sTROK 



Trenawitted herewith for your information and 
whatever consideration deemed appropriate are copies of an 
•nonyswus eoaauni cation addressed to Bonorable Janes J. Davis, 
United states Senator, by e ©averment esployee who signed 

^ ■* it ■ 1 *»»a.JV iiu.**^. —4 ik - - ' - - At « 

thereof & circular entitled, ftm Undelivered Speech", which 
appeare over the aineocraphed signature of Gerald L. £• aaith. 

The activities of Gerald U K. aaith have been reported 
to 1ft-. Lavrenoe If. C. aaith, Chief, special Def enee Unit, uoder 
date of February 9, 1°U2. 

* 

The Detroit Office of this Bureau has been requested to 
continue the Investigation of this lirtMdnal am) 
determine whether or w not it bay be connected with any group that 
»ay be considered dangerous to the Internal security of the Qui tod 
States. 

2 have informed the Senator of this reference. 



Mi KF0!$ATPI GWTMNED 



Vary truly yours. 



urnrni * nun IttHCll 



Soever 
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May £7 t 1940 



Please send information about tha work of Gerald 



Federal Bureau of Invest lget ion 
Washington, D. "SC. 
Dear Sir: 



i 



L. E. Smith, *ostoffice Box 459, Detroit, Mlohlgan, 
concern in^'pejmijDns^ to Congress for no foreign wars e to • < 

This man talks on they-adlo, statlo^W J 3 Detroit, 
^inhlgan, Sunday P. M. (6 o'clock E. S. T. ) 

he books he has wxltten^i^Too Much Roosevelt", 
andVDangerous Enemies" and other pamphlets cosist of 
what truth* He states that he is chairman of the 

Committee of a million. " Pleas* give us complete 
information regarding this request. 

Enclosed you will find a self addressed envelope. 



lours Slnerely, 




hi 



JftL W0P ? "T!flN CONTAINED 
HE8BH IS Wa*SSm 
DATE— 





ml 
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JJStBR 



s. 
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Tour oonmunioatten dated May 97, 1940* 
hao been reoeived, and I mi eh to adviee that It 
it not poeeible to furnieh the information you 
deeire. 

I an returning herewith the e tamped, 
•elf-addreeted envelope whtah you to thoughtfully 
provided. 

Sinoerely your*. 





Jrhrral Surrau of InttMttgp 

Bnitrb wtatrs firparttnrnt of I 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
March 30, 1940 





Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 



Re: Subversive Activities 
There is transmitted, herewith, a cojy 



of a booklet entitled fapan^erous Enemies", the*author 



of which is GERALD L, 



This booklet v.as received through the mail 
by a personal friend and is transmitted to the Bureau 
in order that it will be available in the event copies 
have not already been received. 

Very truly yours, 



ARTHUR CORNELIUS, JR. // 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI/DOJ 



August 27, 1940 




J 



Special agent in Charge 
Detroit, Uichi^u 



Dear Sir; 

I em enclosing herewith, copies of circu- 
lars receiTed st this Bureau entitled >*Dan£*rc us 
^ Snores Apparently published by one Herald !• A*. 

Qaraith, Box 459, Detroit, Michigan. 

Tou are requested to have conducted a 
discreet Investigation concerning theee activities 
and advise the Bureau relative to the reputation 
of Qerald L. a. 3ndth. 

ferr truly youra, 



John Sdjar Hoover 
Director 
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II NOTICE J J 

To Those Making Special Donations 
For Radio Fund 



I herewith enclose a copy of the book, ^DANGEROUS ENEMIES/' 
which X am presenting to you as promised over the radio* 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK IS TO EXPOSE THE METHODS OF 
OPERATION EMPLOYED BY THE AGENTS OF THE "FIFTH COLUMN," WHICH ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO UNDERMINE OUR GOVERNMENT AND NATIONAL DEFENSES FROM- 
WITHIN. 

During the period that this offer i6 effective, each person 
sending in a donation of $1,00 or more for the Radio Fund receives 
a copy of this book* 

0.35 of your donation has been deposited to the credit of 
the Book Fund, and the remainder to the credit of the Radio Fund 
necessary to buy radio time, printed matter and pay the office help 
necessary to send out the thousands of pieces of literature which 
go all over America every day in response to those who write in | 
following our broadcasts* | 

I will appreciate your comment concerning this book after 
you have read it* * 

Extra copies may be secured at reduced rates for distri-* 
bution among your friends. This is one way that you can really , 
help carry on this fight and spread the truth that America needs 
to know. £ 
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"Vrilli PURPOSE hw THIS BOOK IS TO 

HELP 

REAL PATRIOTS SPREAD THE TRUTH 
CONCERNING THE ENEMIES 
OF AMERICA 

This book has not been published for profit, but as a 
handbook for crusaders. You have been wanting this in- 
formation in print, now here it is. Why not order 10, 20, 
50, 100, or even 1 ,000 extra copies and distribute among 
your friends. 

When all America learns the truth contained in this book, 
our fight will be more than half won. 



Addition*] copies may be secured at the following prices: 


One Copy 


$ .35 


3 Copies 


1.00 


15 Copies 


5.00 


50 Copies 


15.00 


100 Copies 


30.00 


1,000 Copies 


275.00 


NOTE: — Orders for 8 or more books will be shipped 


C.O.D. upon request. Orders for less t 


ban 8 books 


must be accompanied with cash. 





SPECIAL PRICES IN QUANTITIES FOR BOOK STORES, NEWS 
STANDS, DEALERS AND PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS. 
Address all orders for additional copies of the book entitled 

"DANGEROUS 

ENEMIES" 

all mmmmmtm 

DATE iMfs 
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general Bureau of fluursttgattoti 

Hmtpfc &tatrs Erpartmrut of Austin* 

l$faaf?tngtort, 2L <£. 
EAT:JJW September 14, 1940 



i£& 9:20 A.M. 
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V: 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr, Gaston, Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, called and advised thdt a few days ago a 
communi cati on was sent t^tWg^mAeau concerning 
a statement made by onem Wabout his rela- 

tions with Reverand GeraTa^^^^nith. Mr. Gaston 
advised that the Treasury Department had neglected 
to Keep a copy of this document and asked if he could 
be furnished with some* I told him that copies would 
be sent to him immediat ely. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

6 SEP 17 19, 
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|tov«t>T 25, 1W> 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, KiohlfA 



0 



Dear Sir: 



BE: QKRALD L- K« SMITH 

(Box 459, Detroit, Michigan) 
yUUovod to be publisher of 
/»Dej*«roa» Enanioo" 

f ISPI03AQE 

The Bureau desires that it be- advieed as to 



the exact status of this case at the present time. 



Very truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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DATE $^-Wf*t@tr 
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«*»^*»9pt.«ll. *C*AJ_D F.NTE.N.IMK. 



CA»-W*Jfnpt,AI 

■-Mnttj fcw. OKm. johnc. 

JAMUJ F. BTRMU. «.c. fTYLti nioan. tL H. 

;. : MIUARD L TYDtNM, HD. MtMNY CABOT LOOQE, J». 

■•CHARD B. WMOL, OA. MUFU« C. HOLM AN ORBS 

**- w * »■ *OAM«. COLA. ROBERT A. TAPT, OHIO 

»™« MOCARRAN. NKV. 

JOHN H. oS*#OM, UL. 

JOHN H. BANKHCAD. AUL 

JOSEPH C O-MAMOMTT. WTO. 
X ' NWm «. TRUMAN. MO. 
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fRANCIB T. MAUJNEY, CONK. 
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COMMITTEE ON AFPROPftlATIONS 



4i 



November 28, 1940 



The Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

A constituent of mine writes that she has 
been an admirer of Gerald L. K.^Smlth for some time 
and would like to circulate petitions which he has 
originated. However, she has been informed that Mr. 
Smith Is a member of the Communist Party and, if this 
is true, she naturally would not care to become In- 
volved. 

I shall be greatly obliged If you will ad- 

L VlflA IDA In tlhl fl IB ft t.toT* art thaf T moir 4 nf atim 

W ' — ~ — — ■ ■» »* » " " »w* *»v wu» m -i- uta j A1U U Uljf l>Ui - - 

respondent. 



With thanks, I am 




v I 




t*omb*r 7, X940 



Bonorablt Robert i« TV* 
Plifttd 5tatt# £#*at# 
rata fa^ton, C* 



rith rtftronoo to your iottor 0/ 

tfovrxier 20, 1940, pertaining to itr m OoraJd 
Lm f. Smith, I d«*tro to adut»» you that tfcoro 
im nothing in the Bureau film* to indicate that 

smith im or hat ootn a memttr o/ t&# Coaaunfot 

Party* 

1 trust that thit Information will 
bo o/ oon* oc*f*taaco tc you in an*e*ertn~ tfte 
inquiry made to you by one of your constituent* * 

* 

With expreesiono of my highest esteem 

It A _ -J. M — — - ak J a 



/ 



Sincerely yours, 



Ir. Ctoaj 
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January 18, 19U 




Dearf[ P t ? 

X with to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated January 5, 1*41* 

Tour oourteey and interest in brining this 
Information to mj attention are Indeed appreciated , and 
you «ay be assured your letter will receive appropriate 
consideration* 

Sincerely your a, 



John Bd*«r Roorer 
Director 




Mr. T*lMa 

Mr. B. A. It 



«MMk 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS '^CLASSIFIED 
DATl-liK-BY^ 
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REPORT MAM BY 
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GERALD L. K. &:ITH 


^24/41 


CHARACTER Of CASK 

HIS CELL ANDOU S - 
Information Concerning 

. _ — . , 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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REFERENCE: 



G2RALD L. K- S'lTH born Pardeeville, 
Wisconsin, 1898, Attended Butler 
Seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
was graduated from Valparaiso Univer- 
sity. Preached at Footville, Wiscon- 
sin, Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Associated 
with late HUEY Pi LONG and attempted 
to succeed LOITG in power. Organized 
Committee of 1,000,000 in New York. 
Also collaborated with Father CHARLES 
\ COXHLir: and Dr. FRAKCIC jTC^SEKD, Had 
" arr!bitions of becoming President of the 
United States. Presently resides in 
Detroit, LTichigan and earns livelihood 
by speaking and radio talks, primarily 
condemning Communism. Has in past re- 
ceived some support and information 
from Ford kotor Company. Considered 
powerful public speaker. Referred to 
as a "Fascist," "fanatic" and "rabble 
rouser." Author of booklet, "Dangerous 
Enemies," and book entitled, "Too liuch 
Roosevelt." 

- C - 

Bureau letter to Detroit Field Divisio; 
dated August 27, 1940. 





APPROVED 
FORWARDED 



— 



do mot wwrrx in these space 



T 



COPIES OP THIS REPORT 



3 - Bureau 

2 - New Orleans (information) 
2 - New York (information) 



i 2 - Detroit 



X 




(Detroit File 62-1126) 



DETAILS: At Detroit , Michigan ; 

of the Detroit Field 
Division, whose identity is known to the Bureau, 
advised that he had determined that GERALD L. 
Km SOTK was born in Pardeeville, Wisconsin, on February 7 or 27, 
189S; that he attended Butler Seminary at Indianapolis, Indiana 
and was later graduated from Valparaiso University with an A. 3. 
degree. 

Later he secured a church at Footville, Wisconsin and 
thereafter was Pastor of the Seventh Street Christian Church at 
Indianapolis, Indiana and later was Pastor of the King's Highway 
Church at Shreveport, Louisiana. 

It was at Shreveport, Louisiana that SLTTH became a 
paid organizer for the "Share the Wealth Club" of HI IKY F-^QKG. 
It is stated that while in that capacity sriTH was a Tight-hand 
man of LOiiG and is known to have preached the fune ral _ sermon of 
LONG. He is one of 'those "who insist that the spirit~of~his 
murdered friend has caused him to be a rabble rouser*" 

further related that at various 
times SMTn has reporllfl lhat he has been attacked by various in- 
dividuals or gangs. However, it has been noted that these attacks 
always occurred just before SMITH was to make a public talk and 
it is the assumption of various persons that that is part of his 
ballyhoo. 

Inl935 he sued the Washington Herald of New Orleans for 
libel, charging that he had lost his church when the paper ac- 
cused him of being a bodyguard for LONG. This suit was later 
dropped • 

After the death of LONG he tried to take over the 
reins of the LONG empire. However, the other LONG followers 
apparently di^io^afireetoaucl^ower being placed in the hands 
of SLTTH andB^C^^^^^S^^J former Secretary to LONG, 
denied that sW^ffla^TeensTaTec^o succeed LONG and the news- 
paper entitled "The Progress," stated flatly that Siirfii had been 
slated to be dropped as an associate of LONG prior to LONG 1 a 
death. 




(Detroit File 62-1126) 




'further related that SITTK had 
been an advocate of Dr. FRANCIS TOvYNSSND's plan and for a period 
was also collaborating with Reverend CHARLES COUGHLIN of Royal 
Oak, Michigan, 

SUTTH also organized the Committee of 1,000,000 in New 
York, which conjnittee had a short life. He later cane to Detroit 
and organized the Federation of Americanization in Michigan, a 
I/ichigan corporation organized as of April IU, 1939, with the 
following incorporators: 




This federation was short lived and its charter was soon revoked. 

Special Agent ^^^^^^^§^^^^^fo me rly assigned to 
the Detroit Field Division, whose residence is New Orleans, Louis- 
iana, stated that SHITH was well known in and around New Orleans; 
that SMTH became actively connected with HUEY P. LCNG's "Share 
the Wealth" movement in the early days of LONG's reign in Louisiana, 
He stated that this connection by SKITH was made while Sl r ITH was 
preaching at Shreveport, Louisiana. It is reported that SIHTH 
was forced to resigi his pastorate at the Shreveport church for 
some unknown reason, 

2£ITO, during the regime of LONG, always campaigned for 
LONG and was a very successful worker in this respect. SMITHS 
duties with LONG finally became that of being in active charge of 
LONG's "Share the Wealth" movement and SLUTH began preaching ttiis 
movement throughout the country. 



■indicated that it is generally known in 
HuE^^LO] 



Agent 

Louisiana that rfOB^^^ONG, prior to his death, contemplated 
running for the presidency of the United States in 1936, possibly 
as a third party candidate. Therefore, about 1934, SLTTH began 
a very aggressive campaing to make his "Share the Wealth" organization 



-1 
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national in scope. In this capacity, SMITH traveled throughout 
the country preaching the "Share the Wealth Gospel." The money 
for aaTH ! s activities was furnished from HUEY LGNG's political 
organization in Louisiana, After LOKG ! s death, S1HTH was sup- 
posed to have taken all the money that was in the coffers of the 
Share the VJealth organization and at this time the Share the Wealth 
bubble burst. 

After LOKG's death his lieutenants in Louisiana began 
fighting among themselves and split up into two groups, each group 
trying to pull a political coop and gain control of the political 
mchine and the 1939 Louisiana election. SIXTH tappened to be joined 
up with the losing faction and immediately came into disfavor in 
Louisiana, at which time he left that section of the country. 

In 1940, S1UTH returned to Louisiana for the State Elec- 
tions and campaigned for former Governor EARL LONG, brother of 
HUEY, for the governorship and it was apparent that his political 
effectiveness was nil. ailTH then returned to Detroit, Michigan, 
from v/hich city he had come, to continue his activities in Detroit 
and vicinity. 

According to Agent| p there is a consensus of 

opinion among Louisiana citizenstnat S1CTTH is nothing more than 
an adventurer with a glib tongue who uses his church standing to 
further his political purposes. 




has 
investiga- 
tion in and around Detroit, JtLchigan relative to anti-Jewish 
activities, stated that the reported supporters of HUEY LONG in 
Detroit, Michigan, are the manufacturers' associations, The 
National Association of Purchasing Agents and HENRY FORD. 

p further related that the September, 1940 
issue of tneKichiganDemocrat contained an article entitled 
"An Expose" of GERALD L. K. SHITH by EDi.'ARD L. MARSHALL. 

[ went on to advise that SiHTH, with whom 
he had had numerous conferences in the past, is, in his opinion, 
an extreme egotist and is definitely out to benefit himself only; 

. t 

v 



I 
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that he Kill give public speeches in the favor of any group which 
will support hie financially and that on one occasion &TTH, through 
round-about methods tried to get the financial support of the 
Jewisj^omm^ity Council of Detroit and it was during this period 
that l^^^M had meetin S s wltn SMITH^^ttiough 31ITH did not know 
the CTueTEIn^^^orconnections 0 ^P*^&SST ^ was during the se- 
me e tings th at ^^^^SB came to the co^^H^S that SHITH was not 
sincere and wou^neTTout to any group, whether Jewish or anti- 
Jewish. 




At one time SOTH had an office in the Book Cadillac 
Hotel, as well as an office in the Washington Boulevard Building, 
but at the present time he is living in a modest suite in the 
Detroit-Leland Hotel, from which suite he conducts his business* 

3IITH supposedly came to Detroit in about 1936, from 
New York City, where he had lived in the Warwick Hotel, 

further related that S.V3TK had associated with 
who has a tabernacle at Mack and Connors Avenue 
igan. 

Afterfjrst establishing himself in Detroit in 1936, 
according tm ■ 31ITH, for a short period, traveled exten- 

sively in NeWoS^nct in 1937 starteg^h^JCojgtttee of 1,000,000/' 
which had as contritoutor^^unl^ten asfl Bbf the American 

Cyanide Company ano^j^^Vf^jJ^^^Jof tn^jonns5!ansville Company. 

In 1938 SMITH tried to establish himself in C leveland 
and was very unsuccessful and, according toj |^^ ^^^pthe Cleve- 
land News in 1938 carried an editorial in wmcn re was stated that 
"SIXTH smells of Fascist KKKs • " Thereafter he made public ap- 
pearances in Akron, Ohio and Toledo, Ohio and returned to Detroit 
where he has been since* 

There is being forwarded to the Bureau with copies of 
this report a copy of the article appearing in the September, 1940 
issue of the "ICichigan Democrat," entitled "An Expose of Gerald L. 
K# Smith," by EDWARD L. MARSHALL. The information contained in 

X J _T _ 4. _ _ X \- ~ J _ _ X X J _ X 1_J _ ' 

. ^SSsB who furnished in- 
formation to crucial Agent^^\*pf^§j^^inanother matter being 
investigated b;' the Detroit F^^^^e/ related that for some 
time until July 1, 1940, he BpSKS3^jJ was associated with GERALD 
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ing to the masses, 



carry on SMITH'S work of appeal- 





'stated that 

^^[he came to the conclusion that Slil'iH was purely and simply 
racKeieer and was only thinking of tye power which he could con- 
trol to gain his own ends. He stated that SMITH is a renegade and 
was formerly associated with GERALD VOTHOD, KOSELY, PELLSY, Father 
COUGHLIN and others, but has been thrown out by all of these in- 
dividuals . 




indicated that originally a:iTH was very close 

to HUEY LONG in Louisiana and was supposedly one of three persons 
holding the key of the safety deposit box of LONG in which box, 
at the time of L0NG f s assassination, was supposedly $800,000, 
cash but when the box was opened it was found to be empty, 
although he has no facts to substantiate same, states tl 
s of the opinion that SS.TTH undoubtedly got some of this money. 



SMITH also preached the elegy at HUSY LONG 1 s grave, which 
elegy was taken from a similar piece of oratory used by ROBERT IN3- 
ERSOLL, SI2TH changing the wording so that it would appear that it 
was the original work of StUTH. This elegy was supposedly a mas- 
terpiece and various newspapers, including the London Times and 
the Glasgow Herald, commented on it in editorials* The Glasgow 
Herald stated: "It was the finest piece of oratory that has come 
out of the United States since the Gettysburg Address. M S1ZITH 
had 5,000 copies of this address printed and sold them at &2.50 
a piece. 

■further stated that it was his understanding 
that SMITC^o^THo trouble in Louisiana through a "phoney" real 
estate transaction and that he is supposed to have defrauded a 
woman in New York out of about $20,000. 




to believe thai 
,o De a dictators iftax~ne~~admires Hitlers cause and 
has made the statement that when he gets in power, he will set 
up a system of storm troopers in the United States to take care 
of the Jews. He stated that 3.:iTH was anti-Semitic and very much 
against Communism. 
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Consequently, aim is friendly with the Ford liotor Com- 
pany officials from whom he is presently obtaining money at the 
present time in order to fight Communists in the C.I.O. 





-^^^«W inronned that S* 2 ™ has written two pamphlets, 
one entluLea, -jjangerous Enemies," and the other, "Too Ifuch Roose- 
velt," which sell at about fifty cents a piece. The latter book. 
"To^^j^oosevelt," has not, as yet, gained wide circulation 

an< ^KS*?Sj3B ^dic ated that this book is a vicious attack on Presi- 
denrHOPSEvELT. 
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There is contained in the Detroit Office file a copy of 
the pamphlet, "Dangerous Enemies," which contains facts and fiction 
relative to some nationally-known Connunists and other Communists 
and labor leaders in the Detroit area, along with their photo- 
graphs. The Detroit Office does not have at this time a copy of 
the booklet entitled, "Too Much Roosevelt," 

At the present time GERALD L. K. S"ITH is living at the 
Detroit -Leland Hotel and makes his livelihood by selling the above- 
mentioned booklets at a profit, by making public addresses at 
gatherings for a fee, and by soliciting funds from the general 
public by way of mail and over the radio. He speaks each Sunday 
night on the Columbia Broadcasting System, on a national hookup. 

Although in the past SHTH has obtained a great amount 
of newspaper publicity, very little is being printed about him 
at the present time. 

In June, 19 IP, Sf.TIII was the principal speaker at the 
convention of the llichi^an Association of Chiefs of Folice in 
St. Joseph, lilchigan, during which talk he gave his usual speech 
and praised the activities of the Dies Committee, as well as the 
activities of this Bureau. 

A review of the newspaper morgue of the Detroit News 
revealed a great amount of clippings relative to SKITH and the 
pertinent headlines, as obtained in these clippings, are being 
set out hereinafter in chronological order* 

September 16, 1935 - Baton Rouge, Louisiana - 
Smith testified at inquest into death of Huey 
P. Long. 

September 22, 1935 - Baton Rouge, Louisiana - 
"Preacher-pupil tries to draw Long's bow. 
Reverend lir. Smith hopes to construct national 
movement . 11 

" November 1, 1935 - Memphis, Tennessee - "Smith 
thinks he has a chance of becoming President. B 

June 7, 1936 - Detroit, Michigan - Smith cam- 
paigns against Roosevelt. 
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m October 20, 1936 - New York City - Fascist move to 
seize U« S« is launched by Reverend Smith, He is 
said to have financial backing for one year and 
more than 1,000,000 members. Politically potent 
f I leaders in various parts of the country. Organi- 
I zation will combine best features of Huey Long f s 
Political Science and ideals of Charles E. Cough- 
lin and Dr. Francis Townsend. 

October 21, 1936 - Chicago, Illinois - Union Party 
and Townsend Recovery plan sets on Gerald L. K» 
Smith. Smith was member of Board of Directors of 
Townsend group. Charged by them with Fascist 
ideas. 

October 23, 1936 - New Orleans, Louisiana - Gerald 
L. K. 3nith, follower of Kuey p. Long and self- 
styled Fascist leader, attacked by three men in 
radio studio. Former preacher expelled this week 
by Townsend Old-Age Pension Plan. 

November 3, 1936 - New Orleans, Louisiana - "Gerald 
L. K. anith goes to Jail." Arrested early today after 
denouncing State Administration in radio address, 
charged with disturbing the peace, reviled police 
officers and used obscene language. Released after 
two hours. Suspended sentence of $10 or ten days* 
Smith says arrest is Farley dictatorship seeking 
revenge on criticizers, 

January 2, 1937 - Detroit News editorial refers 
to Gerald L. K* Staiith as part of "nut crop." States 
he proposes to launch national organization, "Com- 
mittee of 1,000,000," and further states, "Mixed 
in its concoction will be nearly every known brand 
of hooey and hokum calculated to appeal to fana- 
tacism." Organization is supposedly defense for 
church and religion. Each member is to have badge 
and card from national headquarters with authority 
to investigate radicalism. "Gerald L. K- anith 
got some reflected glory by edging into the Huey 
Long and Dr. Townsend spotlights." 




- 9 - 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



October 31, 1937 - New York Times says, "Huey 
Long's disciple and New Deal foe is starting 
twenty-six weekly Sunday broadcasts on old 
Coughlin hookup. It further states, "Smith 
says Committee of 1,000,000 Executive Com- 
mittee includes people prominent in 140 
national organizations and has 150,000 members 
in New York, New England and Pennsylvania." 

March 17, 1933 - Detroit, Itichigan - "Old 
pal of Huey Long rebuffed at Harvard Brother- 
hood lecture." 

February 9, 1939 - Detroit, Michigan - Smith, 
now forty-one years old, first gained national 
attention when he preached funeral oration for 
Huey Long and then proclaimed himself political 
and spiritual heir to Long's empire. Later 
disavowed and discredited by Long's associates, 
left Louisiana and went to Washington and per- 
suaded Dr.' Francis 3. Townsend to walk out of 
Congressional Committee Hearings. V»as one of 
Coughlin-Townsend-Smith triumverate backing 
Represerfetive William Lemke for Fresident in 
1936. 

February 25, 1939 - Detroit, Michigan - Smith 
says America's greatest need is an army of 
"rabble rousers" on the right. Advocates re- 
moval of Communists from public service and 
labor leadership. 

March 19, 1939 - New York City - $500,000 slander 
suit filed by Smith, charging "March of Time" 
news reel had associated him slanderously with 
Father Divine and called him "rabble rouser" and 
leader of "the neurotic fringe." 

November 3, 1939 - Detroit, hichigan - 15,000 
persons filled Olympia Stadium Thursday night 
to hear Smith, former organizer of Share the 
wealth clubs for the late Huey P. Long. Smith 
berated Communist and Fascist activities in 
Government and labor organizations and called 
for mass action of those still believing in 
principles of Americanism. Urged support of 
Dies Committee. 



- 10 - 
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December 8, 1939 - Detroit, Michigan - Federation 
of Americanization, a non-profit organization which 
- handles funds collected by Gerald L, K. Smith 
radio campaigner, is under suspension by Michigan 
Corporation and Securities Commission for not fil- 
ing annual returns. 



ENCLOSURES 



To the Bureau; Copy of article entitled, 

"An Expose of Gerald L. 
K. Smith," by EDV/AHD L. 
KARSHAIX. 




* * * CLOSED * * * 
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Copy - J 



April 16—1941. 

Mr. G. £, Hoortr . 



gybj»ct| Speech >y JjKjLfSialth 915 PH. 
AfKl 16th, or«r W.J.k. Detroit. 

Hayealing content* of a auppoaedlj eecret 
document— How to aGbatage Afi»rica, 



If an/one wa« lietenin* that bad oabatage in 
mind but m» ahort on at t hod, be aura told thaa all tW need 
know. 

I'n an X. U.S,Uarin* In f ac t I»a •till a 0,S, 
Marine aa far as that la concerned and I'a getting D. Sick of 
thla bird and hi* apeechco* 



ML INFQRMON CONTAINED v ' s '^' 
HEREIN IS liHCiiiSSirltD j. 



(Anon/aoua ecenuni cation recalred at Bureau In envelope 
poetmarked Detroit, Mich., Apr. 22, 19U, at 3*30 P.M.) 



t 



V 



c 



a - 



Mr. G. is. moot* 



April 16 — 1941. 




^ April l$th. owr W.J.k. Dttroit. — 

o 

^ . . . J !f any on* vat listening that had aabataaa in 

. mind but va. ahort an mathed. na >ura ttld thamldl toa^naad 

AlOW a 

S m»t.,«- I'm m X. U.s.marina In fact I'm still a U.S. 

«*rina as iar a* that iv concarnad and I'm gatting P. sick of 
thm olrd and Ala aptaefctv. 



aar in* . 
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4LL ffiFSOT COHiAiKCD 

/ -ACDCiM I? INN tRRi?lF0 
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Herein i uwm 



KF-COEBED 




1 APR 24 19 If 

U.S. DE?) 



lo 



% j rcH:IJA *r U, uu 



Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit # Michigan 



Dear Siri 



Mr. T«Im 



Mr. •■ 



There ere being transmitted herewith eopiee ef 
an anonymous communication receired by the Bureau eocceraing 
e epeech reported to have been aade orer Radio Station VJR 
at Detroit by J. E. L* Smith at 9ilJ P.H. on AprU 16, in 
which the oontente of a eupposedly eeoret document, "Hoe to 
Sabotage America", were rerealed. 

It le d •aired thet appropriate Inquiries be 
conducted to ascertain the identity of J. I. I. Smith and 
the type of broadcast made by him on AprU 16* 

f ery truly yours, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' , 
DATt-^/£^Y^£fi# 

Ineloeure 



Director 



{ 



COMMUNICATIONS SEC1I-M 
MAILED 

! y, MAY 14 1 941 ★ 




■W. Car 




F M 

FEDERfcV B",Bt.AL. ni INVESTIGATION j 
\i. S. DEPMI*IS; Ot JHSTlO. j 



9 theral fiurrau of inuefittgation 
fimtrfc fftatra Brpnrtmrnt of Jnstirr 

Detroit - }£ichigan 
tfay 20, 19U 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Y/ashington, D. C. 



Re: 



GERALD L. K. SOTH 



o 

riSCELLANBObs - 
Information Concerning 



Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to letter from the Bureau dated 
Uay 1U, l%l (Bureau file 100-0-5655), in which let- 
ter it was stated that an anonyirjous corjrcuni cation 
had beenj^eeived by the Bureau concerning a speech 
made ovc^jtadio Station YfJR, Detroit, L2.chigajar, by 
J. K. L?^:iTH at 9:15 P.i:. on April 16, in/which the 
contents 6~F a supposedly secret document, Attovt to 
Sabotage America" were revealed. f 

It is being pointed out that the individual referred 
to in Bureau letter as J, K. L. &1ITH is, in all pro- 
bability GERALD L. K. S12TH, a well-known coronentator 
in the Detroit area. The Bureau*sattentionis directed 
to the report of Special Agent ^f^^§S^S^^jlt dated 
May 20, 19A1, at Detroit, Kichigan^inwhSn report 
complete information is set forth as to the background, 
character and activities of GERALD L. K. SIITH. 



■ * 

c 




Very truly yours, 





John S. Bug ad 
Special Agent in Charge 
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TELEGRAM r 
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ml INFORMATION WHO 



TC Pontiao Mich June 12 194 



The President 




The Y/hite H Q use 



Several of my friends ask me to listen to the rkdq^ftaik givwa .iGATIoiJ 
by Gerald L. K.^Smith and express my opinion. Fjree speech is one 
thing and Gerald L. K. Gmith another. Under thejtfulejdfl HHilfe^l 
his head would no doubt be resting in a basket long before this. 
During these'^trying times I should think his taiks ^ftiMffl^ c x ^ 
devoted to national unity. As a veteran of 1 .Vorlfl War Number One 
and. past chapter commander of disabled American] veterans I am 
wholeheartedly opposed to his talks and think he- -sh uuld l)M remcH 
fromythe air. (\ 1 oJf^ 

& 1 






■^1 



f V.'.'i'-'^-V"'' 



» i 






' ■ fc:. 






! 



>^'JS-L_-i^. 
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v. 



"ye Pontiac Mich June 11am June 12 1941 



The President 



TJhe Whfcte House 




THon. Sir: Radio time for Gerald L. K. Smith Det]<Qto#heraWj ** - ■ riGATTO 
[ discontinued in the interest of national unity. W peWonalitiea 
which he enters into and the savage attacks madd llaSt 1 55* 
other Government officials must be stopped. Ilia pleafor" Sinds 
a° = a "^ ? n ..?i S ..??:. 0 : lled crusade should be scrutl fa3.^AtmffitTt?pUS^ CE 



— - ™ . v. qiiu. d uioxzen deeply concerned over 

welfare of this nation, I urge you to take acti 1 
* ** ***\!TA ,19r ^ 



, AU iWMttTO^ro 




r 



vV 





Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of The United States 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President: 

J Find inolosed the speaoh of Gerald K. Smith on the night of 
• Sept* 23rd. at Toledo, Ohio. This dipping is out of the 
Toledo, Blade. 



I feel it's my duty to inform you of this meeting. 

Kotioe, Mr. Smith stands along side of Lindberg. They both 
should go abroad and live with Hitler. v 6 * 



I 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN £ ^CLASSIFIED 




Resgeotlverly yoursT^ p ^ ^ 3 j 
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SMITH HURLS 
BROAD CHARGE 
AT ROOSEVELT 

Speaker Threatens To 
Seek Impeachment 
Over War Policy. 



3,000 IN AUDIENCE 



Declares U. S. Is Under 
Control of Henderson 

\ And Red Henchmen. 

ft 



j 



threat to seek impeachment of 
President Roosevelt if tie contin- 
ues in his present foreign oolicy 
voiced by Gerald L. K^mitb 
to a capacity Toledo audience in 
the Civic Auditorium last night. 

The crowd of more than 2,000 
persona cheered this declaration for 
more than two minutes, shouting, 
applauding and ■tamping. 

Mr, Smith, who described him- 
self aa the spokesman for the Com* 
mittee of One Million, which, ha 
said, really baa 3,000,000 members, 
denounced the Administration in 
Washington as "traitors to the 
American people," and declared 
"the country la in the bands of 
Leon Henderson and his Commu- 
nist henchmen." 

Unea Up With Lindbergh 

The speaker said, while a collec- 
tion was being taken among the 
audience, that he would reveal "for- 
bidden truth and dangerous facts" 
wftlch he was not permitted to voice 

I otter the radio. At the same time, 
h«A identified himself with Charles 
A- \ Lindbergh, Senators Nye and 

iwueeier, and charged that the war 
mongers are out to get him and 
them. 



" Between leveling charges at the 

m American Government, the Presiv- 
11 dent ,_WcndeU W lllkie, Ben hum 
il ter CBBSSfWfte.tor Claude Pepper 
Wand others, Mr, Smith paused to 
j) give a sales talk for several books 
land pamphlets, some of which he 
said he wrote himself. 

A summary of the charges mad* 
by Mr. Smith in the two-and-a-half- 
hour address, follows: 

The United States Is being run 
iby a government by the President 
| tot the British and Russians." 

Predict* Plant Closing 

-Sixty-four pedant of fee smsJl 
factories in the United States will 
be closed within the next «0 days 
unless they get a defense order. This 
is because the priorities board is 
keeping materials from Toledo 
manufacturers and giving them to 
the British. The British in turn are 
manufacturing the raw materials 
and selling the finished products in 
South America in competition with 
American business." 

"Eight million American hoys will 
be killed if this nation enters the 
war, and no one has a right to say 
whether this nation should enter 
or not except mothers or those 
young enough to fight themselves." 

"The war monger* will try to re- 
peal the Neutrality act and then 
will deliberately get some Ameri- 
can ships sunk so they can go into 
the war on the side of Britain and 
Russia." 

Continue* Charge* 

"Thirty-thousand dollars of lease- 
lend money was spent for whisky 
in one Washington cafe alone, most 
of it by the British." 

"The President has given his 
four sons soft swivel -chair Jobs in 
the armed forces, and will see that 
they stay out of danger in the 
event, of war." 

"The President wants to bankrupt 
the American people and spill the 
blood of American boys for the red 
| flag of Russia, the Union Jack of 
(Britain and the yellow flag of 
■China." 

; The Administration is picking 
the pockets of the American people, 
land has set up a super-dooper 
jWPA project in China, and is giv- 
ing the money to Russia and Eng- 
land." 

"Members of the Catholic Church 
will have grounds to refuse con- 
scription or military service if the 
United States goes to the aid of 
Communist Russia." 
( Mr. Smith declared that "105 mil- 
lion Americans or 86 per cent of the 
people are on our side " 

To correct the evils he described, 
Mr. Smith suggested that "wp take 
about 100' people out of Moscow, 
Berlin, London and Washington, 
and sink them in the Atlantic 
Ocean, and war will be over in 15 
minutes." 



Urges $ioo a Month 
He advocated that all «o T Ifl sj. 
en conscripted for military serv- 
ice ess ill* suceive $100 a month, 
and suggested it be paid ISO 
monthly in caab and an eolal 
amount In defense bonds ^ 

The speaker said that a revolu- 
tion is coming in America after 
the war, when the mushroom fac- 
tories now being built no longer 
are needed, and said "there would 
be a depression which would mak. 
the 1033 one look like a boom." 

He said America would come to 
conscript labor under a dictator- 
ship and that the Government 
would assume ownership of pri- 
vate property if the United Steles 
entered the war. 

Charging that Winston Churchill 
would "make a treaty with the devil 
himself," Mr. Smith said he would 
stake his professional refutation 
on the following statement; 

^T b ?r /, ir8t three bim °n dollars 
that Hitler got to build his war 
machine came from the British who 
gave it to him instead of paying ♦ 
the war debt to the United States." 

Speaking of the Roosevelt-Chur- 
chill conference at sea, Mr. Smith 
declared "It Roosevelt tries to P uii 
two more deals like that we'll elect 

I a Congress next fall that will im- 
peach him. Prank Knox should be 
innpeached, too." « 



\ 



i 



j.. . 




9/26-«a. i 



Hon. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirs 

Many citizens of my city feel that one Gerald smith 
(„ H. resSVoos^lt 

attention from federal authorities. 

One thing is certain he should be removed from Ihe 
air. His following is largely pro Nazi. 

Won't you please make some investigation? 

Respectfully, 





i.7 



V AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED j c , 
DATE Uekte. 




is 



I desire to ao)a awl edge receipt of your 
oosvainloatian under date of September 26, 1941, and 
to thank you for your courtesy in oottaunioattng 
with at . 

Xnasiuioh as portions of your letter ara 
possibly of Interest to the pederel Conmmloaticma 
Cowaieslon, I hare takan the liberty of transmitting 
copies of It to that agency. 

Sincerely yours, 




s / 



"he 



RKLjhr 



OotoUr 9, 19U 



Honorabla Jam Lnr«no« Fly 



Jad»i»l Coaannioatlona Co— laalon 
Urn P05t Of flot Buildin* 
Waahlinton, D. C« 



Datr n/i 

Thara are trananittad harawith for anatarar 
oonaldaration and attention daaaad apj*oprlata ooplea 
of a oonsunloatlon 




>it, HLohlgan* 



Sinearaly jwura, 



Baoloaura 




Mm Bdgar Hoover 
Director 



«* !£ 0NCIASSIF1Q) 



COMMUNICATIONS SECT » ^ 
MAILED 

^OCl 9 1941 < 

h M 

ICiRA; 81 tit ft: <" INvt SI : .:' 
I 1 , i. DP'V'IiWff'i Ot jiiSl-L: 
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FBI/DOJ 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 

D. C. 



Gentlemen: 




y '■> Last evening, I listened to the regular Sunday broadcast 

of lir. Gerald K£>Smith ana bis emphasis upon the fact that 
his program 1b financed by "The Committee of One Million" 
brought to mind an incident that may be of interest to 
the F, B. I. 

In October, 1935, I had a visit from an old friend— a 
Trench priest who for many years had been an American 
cititen. Nine years prior to 1935, however, he had re- 
turned to Trance where he lived near the Italian border— 
at Cannes. Ihiring that period, of course, be made fre- 
quent visits to Italy and it seems he was thoroughly Im- 
bued with the facistic form of government. He insisted 
that it typified what he called "order." Ho amount of 
argument could convince him that it was not superior to 
the democratic form of government under which he bed 
lived and prospered for many years. 

One of the first things this man asked us was: "What do 
you know about this Gerald K. Smith?" 

Keep in mind that this man had Just landed in New York from 

France after an absence of nine years — and all we knew 

about Gerald K. Smith at that time was that he had been a 

henchman of Euey Long. What reason had this man, who had 

been living in retirement in France for year6, to be making 

inquiry about Gerald E. Smith? i s 




Yours very truly. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF IWSTtGATK) 
5 OCT 30 194! 





HELrmae 



■cnrembor 12, 1941 




D*ar 




I wish to eoknow lodge receipt of your 
letter dated October 37, 1941. 

Tour oourtusy and interest in bringing 
thle information to vxy attention are indeed 
appreciated, end you nay be a e mired jour letter 
•111 twelve appropriate considerate on. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

mm \i UNCLASSIFIED j 
DATE_J9^fe-3Y4^^ 



rir.eorety /ours, 



John ati^ar Uooror 

E& rector 



ec Detroit with oopies of incoming communication 



COMMISSIONERS 

JAHCS LAWRENCE FLY. Chairman 

HAY C. WAKEFIELD 

PAUL A. WALKER 

NORMAN ■. CASE 

T. A. M. CRAVEN 

QBORQE HENRY PAYNE 



£~ ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS 

■ ,i TO THE SICIttTAftY 



Federal Communications COMMiSi. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 



i / 



OCT 1 4 t94J 



The Honorable 
John Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United St&tes Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



T. J. SLOWIE. SECRETARY 



My dear Kr. Hoover 

I have your leAter dated October 9, 194-1* with which you 
enclosed, 
from 
who cl 
1/J.chigan. 

Thank you for sending us this complaint. It will be given 
appropriate attention. 

Sincerely yours, 




• 7 



/ 





Chairman 




FEDERAL BUREAU Or (NVESTIOATiON 
8 OCT ie 1941 

U.S, OEPARttiLNTAF JUSHC 




john edgar Hoover 

DIRECTOR 




v ri 

&eberni Bureau of fnurBtigat ion 
Hntteb States depart merit of dustire 
ttasrpngton, IL <K. 



4:55 P.M. 



October 3b, 19A<0NF^^T1AC 
MEMORANDUM FOB MR. H. U. KIMBALL 



Mr. T«tom 

Mr. I. A. tw> 

Mr. tt*m 

«r. r.nrnrth 

Mr. 

Mr. UN 

Mr. aMteto 

Mr. Cinon 

Mr. Notlonun 



Mr. C*rf*r 
Mr. H*r*» 
Tit. ««on 




Mr. Nmu _ 
Mr. Tracy 
Milt Baalim 
Mils ton* 



matter. 



I told Mr. Foxworth that a check would be made on this 



Very truly yours, 




D. M. Ladd 



»1A» 

■a 

0 



BIS. V ^£d TT/trXL, 

msoNFcm ii, i-2.u 

MR Of liM t«' 



toco;,,, JiAz£5 f/ f -//T/ 



. \ 




K. S. D, 



r " " 



3 II4| 
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FBI/DOJ 



A 




Nov. 3a t 1941. 



Jy 



Hon. Pres. F. D. Roosevelt: 



I never write but when I do it is with great intensness; On Sunday 
night, Nov. 2d, 1941, a man named_jj^r^ldJ^ Jl ^K^SmlSli, spoke over 
WJR in Detroit. His talk I take was to oause dissension or mutiny 
and unrest amongst our people, it included a lot of insulting stuff 
addressed to Canadians and British. He used the word "God" to save 
us Americans from your friends who were influencing you in all that 
you did. He asked Lord Halifax and the British people to mind their 
t own business and leave our politics alone, he gave us facts and figures 
■*whioh were supposed to be from the Congressional Record (the newspaper 
published something like it a fe;v days ago) showing how many were 
killed in Europe - he multiplied each nations' losses individually 
and tried to prove that England lost the smallest number - he stated 
that England wanted us as a sucker - he put lots of crying path03 in 
his voice crying "God" His talk was sensational and stirring (to those 
who dont' know him) and it was bad enough because^ the reflections 
were on you without him mentioning you^vname. _ -;-Vi^-—: ^ — -n — 

Ail— 




L 



He calls himself the Committee of One Million and claims 
three million, and the announcer said the Committee wap • Hfceipt iiuj> by." iNVESTIG* 
contributions and asked everyone for their name to whoito. they would 
mail a circular. He is planning talks with a man nampd 8lolt* 13 IS 11 
Lansing, Mich., also in Flint. \ 




Listen Franklin I worked too hard for you and spent a Lot of money 
on gas and oil, layed awake nights to keep you where y ^u a re - thi 
man made me mad - he is dangerous in this community anO~T~ttnow TC. 
for what he is - he isent' even a Republican, he's working for money 
and sticking around Michigan because they dont' know ' so much here. 
He would be talking for Democrats if there was any money in it. I am 
only a machine operator in Chryslers at the Highland Park Plant now 
on Defense Work, but have been around politics long enough to recognize 
a dangerous enemy, with his sliok tongue, to do harm not only to our 
party," Uut a real menace to our people . Will you please investi^atie^ 
and let" me know whaVyou j an do to quieten this i man . This information 
comes to you from a~oorr ecT~~and true source, I heard the talk myself 
and quote to you as near as I can remember. Thl B mfl T? r M JJ» Km fimltfr. 
I remember very well as handing out some wrong information while 
campaigning against you some time ago. Just a rat. 



Your repl 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



F. M. 




lUijrw*** * Copies destroyed 

83 OCT 12 1964 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIKCCTOfl 




H rbrral Swrrau of InueBtigatio 

Sill I* ITU 

fllaflbington, 9. <£. 

November 27, 1941 




Dear 




Your letter of November 3, 1941, addressed to the 
President, has seen referred to this Bureau by the White 
House for appropriate consideration, I want to thani you 
for your courtesy in making these data available to the 
Federal Government. 



Inasmuch as the subject matter of your communica- 
tion is possibly of interest to the Federal Communications 
Commission, I have' taken the liberty of referring copies 
of your letter to that Agency. 



Sincerely yours, 



\ \ 




VJoJhn Edgar Hoover 
NJ Director 



AU INFORMATION CONTAIN 

KBEH IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF fl y*/. 



4 



0 




EH: nek 
BKCORDKD 62-43818-1? 



loreaWr 27. 1941 




1 




Tonr lot tar of loroaoer 3, 1941, addretsod to tho 
PretlAant, hat fcaaa referred to thle Boreaa tha Whlta 
Hoaao for appropriate oon el deration. 2 want to thank yoa 
for your oouxioagr 1a nakln* thooo data araUaDle to tho 
Federal Oorernaant. 



Xnasanch ao tho eo*Ject matter of your coaauai.. 
tloa is pooelblr of Interest to tho federal Comaunicationi 
Ooeadeelon, I here taken tho liberty of referring coploo 
of your latter to that Ageiiey. 

Sincerely mn, 



- / 



John Sd^ar Boorer 
Director 



m. t. *. Ta 



r. CI* 




12 



V 1TI 1T1 U1IIW" » I v i » w v i - ■ - E 

M A I L f 6 ' 

vl* NOV 28 1941 -A l 



*FrtW-l eyt^U <>' INVESTIGATION 
y* C. „j('±.>UlKT OF JUSTUS 



J 



All WFORMRTIOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIED 




V 



EEL: note ^ Warm*** «T, \9*X 

RECOTJT>r.r> 62-438aS-l? ^ 



Bonerablo Jaa*. Lawranoa fix 

OhalTMA 

Faoaral Ooanulcatioft* OoaarUtto* 
lav Offle* ftUltUg 
¥a«hii«toa t P. 0. 



r 



N 



^ - 



Smt Mr. Fir* 

Thar* ara truMlittd baravith for vfaatarar 
oon»iA»retloo ud at toot loo Aaaaaft apraropriata oopia« of 
• Ut1 




Tha wtUr la aroqght to roar 
of tfca raf»ra»c£ to radio oroaAoaotlo* 
ioforaed of tha trenaaitUl of oopioa o 



a in now 
| hat Wo 

tar to you. 

Slocaralr roora. 



4// /Ifr**. 



John l£«ar Eooror 
Diractor 



ar. reixm 

Br. t. A, f 



Mr. CI 



/ Mr. 
/ Mr. TMV , 



,V'.Y. v i 




o «<= 
<: ao 



CO 



7c 



■l. M*H 



Ml. NNH 



WMUNICAT/ONS 
M a / l e q 

NOV S8 194? 



.tL"^±"l*m of W snc£ 




Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Subject: 5erald Smith, Kadio Speaker. 

I have noticed that Gerald L. K.^mlth, former Louisiana speaker 

Qa and prescr.er, one time with the Townsend organisation, and 

*fr now a radio speaker, I believe, In Detroit, Is still mouthing 

V£7~ Wedne8 ?fy evening over Station WOL, in Washington, presuin- 

5$ Lf n v ^i 10 ^ 1 Mutual Broadcasting hook-up. The purpose 

? irnoi 8 ^ 1 ?^ 81 co V ld 4 be £ or onlT °™ thing-national ilsunlty. 
I know of the man only in that he is another one of the easv 

Sn™ y .^; 0 ?^ 8 i mlla r. t0 ^ert Noble, of Los Angele*. I doJt 
know whether his old side-kick, press agent OeorgeiMalns. is with 
him or not, but he night be. I am only interest in S?e 
being shut up if possible. I don't believe he could Influence 
Ho? 6 Ti th n + 0rma i intelligence, but he could the u^thinkin^? 
L?*!*.**! SUt f ° f B B ? y blame atheistic Red as well as he dots, 
but I.m for using Reds, or any other color right now to lick 
the Japs, Nazis, Dagoes and their lesser fry. 

I have nothing on the man, but thought that you might not keep 
your eye on him. Just study his recorded broadcastings and see 
if I am right or wrong. ^ 



Cordially yours, 





hi 



POMES DESTROYED 
83 OCT 2l 1b64 




ML INF0W10N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS 

DATE — ^4^J 




IND S' pM-K"' ' 

l-u 29 



CI 



fa J 



lilt -// 



February 12, 1942 




Dear! 



I am in receipt of your letter of December 27, 
19 £1, concerning the radio program of Gerald L. K. Smith, 
over station *0L in Washington, which program you believe 
to be in laical to the best interests of this country. In 
▼lew of the fact that this information say be of Interest 
to the censorship establishment, I have taican the liberty 
oi" forward in^ your letter to the office of Mr. Byron Price, 
Director of Censorship, Washington, D. C. 

I wish to thtoik you for your Interest and cooper- j^r 
ation in furniehing such information at this time* 



Sincsrely yours, 



a* 




COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MA ! L E D 3 

*r FEB 16 1942 ★ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



John Sd^ur Hoover 
Director 



V. 




* 



iiEOORDV. WLi«^ February 12, 194; 



i 

■yron Prlca 

Director of Censorohlp 
Kooa 772, redena Trwle 

CoaaissloD Building 
■*ahingtoa, D« C. 



Dear Mr. Pricei 



Ther e la enclosed hai 
« letter troal" ^ 

In which he •xprSSSSe^iW oenar thut to© reaio 
progrtusa of *r. Gertld L. K. Saltb orer etaticm 
■DL In Joshing ton arc ininicU. to the best* in- 
terests of th« country* 




info ra^t ion, aivl 
thio reference/ 




furnished for your L 
hua bean ad via tad of 




fVA-i.v.t-.'-.'d' 





/ 



COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 



£70 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 



December 11, 1941 . 



Mr. Archibald KacLeish 
The Librarian of Congress 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Archie: 



In case you have not seen it, this is 
what Gerald L. K J Smith and his "Committee of 1,000,000' 
are now up to, or at least were up to until a few days 
ago. As this belongs in your bailiwick, I thought I 
would pas 8 it on. 




Sincerely, 




.it. 




jr., 



L'1 - l+ 



& i X ~ ) 7 

January 2, 1942 



\ 
\ 



UPDRABXTM TO Hi. UHtEirtt c, 
CHIEF, S^LCUL DEfeBrSffy 



0' 




r — ? 



« , -P > ! rt traaiBlitUd *«r«with for joor informa- 
tion axrtahataTar ©oniddaration dNMd appropriata. ootdaa 

or a i*n.t antitia* -13 u^]». or PrtTidant wiiJSal. 

*f°M™U"J a fljar antitlad -Ooaaittaa of l.OOO.Ctt* 
•lpad fcy Oorald L. I. smthj and tba patition ^cb*. 
attacbad tharato antitlad -mitton to Congraaa and Fraaldant 
Hooaavalt Bo A.B.P.* «m rraaiaant 

. _ *\ r information, I hara roealTad thia natarlal 

f^ Honorahla Arohibald H^Lrtah, ttractor. Of Aoa of l£u 

orlglnalij racei'Tad it froDll||^^^g^jH^ 11' ~ i ^ 

I ha^a inform Kr. ^I^dWRnWBraBr?- * - - b 
to you. 



of tba aatarlal 



f«7 tmly yonra. 



<Mm Hear Boorar 
Diractor 



EnoXo 




= AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

^•'• D ^^;.??4'«te IS UNCLASSIFO 

... Veceiaep DATE- q*jte<L W&mjM 



Mailed * I A-..- J?"" * > 



IN 3 1942 



P. M. 

^WK*" Of INVfSTiGMION 
U- S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





"TP . 







\ 




(2- 



HEREIN Sf3lA£iwjft-^ 

1 ' ^^^J^V) 




\£1 - ' _ ^ 
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FBI/BOJ 





V;, V «■ v *■ 



S" * „- . 




I wl«h to Mteoirl«df» r»o»lyt of jrour 

my b. . llur>d ^ 
«lnc«r«ly your.. 



DE-INDEXED 



Dirrotor 




FEDERAL. BUREAU 
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*N0 DUPLICATION FOR THIS P AGE* 



A 



Edgar Hoover . 
FBI 

YiashinFton, D.C. 
Dear Sir: 



1-27-42 - 

Ay 



/ 



I an enclosing a letter that I just re&/ l>x* firmly 
"believe that your "bureau should investicate Gerald* L.I~V&mith, Even 
if tor. Smith is sincere in his "beliefs, hie letters rhieh «*e sent to 
thousands of Americans (most of us are gullible and "believe everything 
re read) tend to diBrupt the unity that now exists, and God knors that 
re have to have unity If we are to defeat our enemies. Kr. Smith has 
no confidence in our government and is billing during these crucial 
days to spread this propaganda to thousands of oth*r Americans, rho ril 
gall for it, hook, line and sinker, We are at r&r *.nd re should be 
100/* united, , . .re don't rant any Quislings or Coughlinites or traitors 
in our midst, rho are trying to creat in our mindE that our allies 
are treacherous". - > 

If I have erred, I am rilling to apologize, hut as 
an *veraee, voting American citizen, I "believe, that no real American 
should, in tin* of rar, creat havoc ard disunity, as our enemies, rho 
ar* in ouri midst (fifth columniets), are dotncr their darndest to 
disrupt us, 

Kay I hear from you? 

Thank you. 
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FBI/DOJ 




fi. 



I u In receipt of your lattar da tad January 21 1 1942, 
with which you referred to this Bur*au a petphlet edited and 
proaril,ratad by Oarrld L. K. fttith. Flaaaa ba advised that I aa 
taking tha libtrty or forwarding your lattar together with a aopy 
of your aneloaura to tha off ica pT Mr. Byron Prioa, Dir actor of 
Canaorahlp, Washington, D. C. f who ha a an apparent intaraat In 
tha aatUr. 

I wiah to thank you for your Intaraat In forwarding 
thia information to ua at thia Uaa. 



"X 



All WmPm CQHTAWED 
KERE& IS l^LhSHD 



Sinoaraly yours . 



John Edgar Boovar 
Director 



fa tow 

I. A. Ta 



Mr. Mloaota 



■ r. In 



Mr. MBlwi Tai 



* . ...... ^ 
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8pecial Agent in 
Detroit, Michigan 



Jebruary 28, 1&2 



Dear Sirt 



Bet OcraM L» K. adth, with / 
alio* Jerald U r, Swithj 
Comittee of Cue HUlott* 

Internal Security # yv^ 
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for your aa el stance In conducting the investiration 
of the above captioned, there are attached hereto two photo- 
etatlc copies of a letter dated January 10, 1&2, addrceeed 
to Honorable Frank Tnax, Secretary of the Kacvy, by 



mi'- imfianrr---"- 



a^aMatfcttf • i -t r 




Very teiOy youre. 



John Edcar Hoover 
Director 
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DATE- 






[nt'tcli States Senate 

■mm % CLASSIFIED i<i v - 

lIATE— 2^tiJYs&aS>c- 

federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. ~ ?♦ r . * ^ ^ 

I have the honor to submit 
the following communication Tor J" 
your consideration/ and to ask * 'U 
that the request Bade therein be 
oomplied with If possible. * 
flhfla t.ha 



ter retnrheirtrBy 




!UH£AU 





Honorable Jamee A. Davie 
Senator from Penney lvania 
Washington, D w 0. 

Dear Sirj 

Please read the inclosed letter 
I believe this organization la subversive 
They are sending me thia literature for 
about a year* 

I am sorry I oannot sign my name X am a 
Government employee and am afraid of causing 
difficulties for my self. . . 



A voter 



all \mmmm contained 
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February 9, 1912 



Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Kiohigan 



ALL PJKTMNED 
DATE ^[^BY^i^r^ 



Ret Oerald L, E. flfcithj Comittee of 
Ctae THHon; Internal Security. 



Dear Sirt 



^^Referenceis nade to the dosing report of Special 

A£cnt ae^^*^^af dated Va * 20 » 19141 111 Detroit, Kichican, 
in thd 5uM tnTIWfa, "Gerald L. K. Seithj lascellaneous - 
Information Concerning*. 

Several reports fro* reliable sources have been 
received by the Bureau to the effect that the Coamittee of 
One rillion rdcht in some way be promoted by foreign scents 
in the United States, and if tide orcani nation continued along 
the lines adhered to in a radio speech pace by Gerald U r. 
Srith, which oricinated fror, Detroit, ] ichican on the evening 
of December 12 or Xs $ Xthl,, that a creat number of uninfomcd 
persona would be prone to die trust the manner in which the 
United Stales Goveroncnt functions in its present var struccle, 
and would consequently create a Strang decent of disunity acang 
the American people- . 

It is tlie Bureau's des5re that this case be reopened 
to determine whether Oerald L. K. Sfeith and the Connittce of One 
L'illion cay be procoted by foreiflB scents in the United States. 



Very truly yours. 
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washingtoA D # C. 
Gentl emen. 



Feb 11 



S received this letter some days ago and 1 am turning orer to 
your office for your conslter at Ion and invsetlgation. 

I bolelTe that the government Is doing the best that they ran 
right now # and X dont think that people ©u«rht to be circulating such 
letters through the country 

1 think that this letter was written for another 
after I had read this letter 1 consltered it my duty to s 
your office,. 1 dont like the way he talks about the insi 
he Is getting. i*e speaks of a conspiracy behind the lines 
speaks of an Inner circle that will get this Information and pass it 
on to thousands and millions of people through-out the country 

I dont beleive In such a program myself so 1 am turning this letter 
oTer to your office for your consit^r ation and invest at at ion 
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February 25, 1942 




'i/ 




I wish to ao knowledge receipt of your 
letter dated February U, 1942, with enclosure* 

lour courtesy a ad interest in bringing 
this Info mat ion to ay attention are indeed appreciated, 
and you nay be assured jour letter will receive 

appropriate consideration. 

Sincerely yours , 



John Kd^ar floorer 
Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C 
January 7, 194* 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER. 
DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOK 

Re: /^Gerald L« K?Smi±h «ai-*ir/rwj 



Committee of Onejmioa" 



H~~ — 



In connection with your memorandum eent to the 
Special Defense Unit under date of January 2, 1942 forwarding 
copies of a leaflet and other papers relating to the activities 
of Gerald L. K. Bmith and the "Committee of One Million", will 
you please send us the reports of investigations now in your 
files concerning the above matter* 

We would appreciate receiving this material at once 
so that we may dispose of the matter forwarded to us. 




S0 



LAWRENCE II. C. SMITH 
Chief, Special Defense Unit 

By. ,(j>rxltri 



Frank W. Crocker 
Assistant Chief 
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February 9$ 19l2 



mnZmXK FOR T3R CHIKF. SPECIAL EKFEKSE TJHTT 

ra. iato;:cs j:. c. gjTa 

* ' ■* . 

KSt L» K. SMTHj COWTtTEE OP 2- 

* 

Reference it nade to your menoranduo dated January 7, 1&2, signed 
by IT. Frank 7i# Crocker, Assistant Chief, recjiestinc copies of invest! cat Ira 



reports relative to the above caption ed natter, 
copy of the report of Special Accntr 
Eetroit, Kichi^an in the case entitles »uei 
Information Concerning" # 




There la attaciied hereto a 

dated lay 20, 19U at h 
7 Ki Scithj l^acellaneoue - 



For your information report a have been received by this BurcaU.fror. 
Individuals located in various parts of the United state a ooxplalnlnc of the 
type of radio pro^rarce given *y Gerald L. K. Snith* 

On Decenbcr 23, it was reported to a representative of this 

Bureau by a reliable source that the speech r.ade by Ocrald L» K. Snith, which 
originated fron Detroit, !ichi;:an on the evening of Decenbcr 10 or 1?, 1°1*1, 
was in t!ic nature of a direct address to the President of the United State c 
and tlx tenor of his talk apr,<*ared to be agitation for disunity of the jtaericai 
people, inasmuch as he reportedly cade certain statements, accusations and 
critic isns of the President which would promote the do struct ion of faith in thi 
President t>y persons not well versed in Oovrmnental functions or political 
trends. 

It was also reported by the sane source that it was his opinion that 
the Comittee of One Killion night in eon* way be pronoted by foreign agents i;, 
the United States, and if this orcanltation continued alone the lines adhered 

^ rmlmtm to in the procran he heard, that a great nunber of uninforraed persona would be 

2 k « T ^ Tyrone to distrust the manner in wMch the United States Governncnt functions ir 
B *' it a present war otrucclo, and would consequently create a stronc element of 
-disunity aisons the Ancricsn peopla* c ^rtv^ lCV1 *°^ £ 

71ic Detroit Office of this Bureau hai V^f^rje^uested to reopen tide 
ease to detcmi5ne whether or not Gerald L. X.**Sfcifcn nay be connected with any 
P that could be considered dangerous to the is£ejprri£ Acurity of the 
e d States. ' fc© ' V 0 

' *— ■..--! ' 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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39rttt?b Statre Srpartmrnt of 9twttr* 

December 26, 1941 




All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
hfe IS UNCLASSIFIED 



MEMORAHDUM FOR TO. LAPP 



Mr. Caffay . 
Mr. H*l 



R££RT 1. K. SMITH 
"Committee of One Million 
Internal Security 



••d r£ ".-"1 

iter" -| 




On December 23, 1941, Special Agent 
v*kile engaged on the Interdepartmental Vise Control Committee 
Ko^3at the State Department, was advised J); 
3fi!sSV of the United States Army that he, 
liad heard a radio speech given "by Herbert L. K. Smith, who 
identified himself as a representative of the Committee of One 
Million on Thursday or Friday evening, December 18 or 19, 1941. 







According to | ■< the speech made by 

Herbert 1. K. Smith or iginated fromPe t rolt_ 1 __Kl chi gan , and lasted 
for fifteen or thirty minutes. ^E^S^S^^B advised thst the 
speech rendered by Mr. Smith v/a^Tntnenature of a direct address 
to the President of the United States and the tenor of his talk 
appeared to be agitation for disunity of the American people 
inr smuch as he made certain statements, accusations and criticisms 
of the President vfoich would promote the destruction of faith in 
the President by persons not well versed in governmental functions 
or political trends. 

who, incidentally, is a lavyer, former 
school teacher end has many years' "service with the United States 
Army, appears to be a very fair minded individual who is not 
particularly concerned with politics, and It was his opinion that 
the organization represented by Herbert L. X. Smith might be In 
some way promoted by foreign agents in the United States, and 
•therefore, he desired that this matter be brought to the attention 
of the Bureau. He stated he knew nothing of the organization and 
had never heard of it previous to Thursday or Friday evening, 
December 18 or 19, 1941^ However, it was his opinion that if this 
organization continued along the lines adhered to in the program 
he heard, that a great number of uninformed persons would be 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 



2 



prone to distrust the manner in vhich the United States Govern- 
ment functions in its present war struggle, and would consequently 
create a strong element of disunity among the American people. 

In this connection it should be Bteted that 
of the OKI, vho vas present during this conversation, 
stctea tn?t he also heard the prog rem referred to and vieved it 
in the sane light as doe si 





It i s realized that t he a"bove information is more or less 
the opinion offt BandV ft hut Inasmuch 

as the Commit te^^BrTnesfflTon me^^ossWj^Deengaged in some 
type of un-American activities, this inform? t ion is being brought 
to your attention for whatever action you may deem appropriate. 




Respectfully, 



S. S. Alden 



Urbrra! Bureau of I nueBttaatioti 
©rriteb &tatra ©pp art merit of Bustirr 

Detroit, Michigan c 
February 26, 1942 1 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, P. C. 

o 

Be: GERAID L. K. SMITH 

Dear Sir: 



ALl INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE iM* pY^-g6rj/A tc 



This office has in its possession a mimeographed 
letter, dated January 2U, 19 42, Detroit, Michigan, which 
apparently has received a large distribution by GERAID L. K. 
SHITH. 



The letter is captioned "THE {UNDELIVERED SPEECH" 
and below are quotations from this publication. 

"Among other things, this man gave me his reasons 
for believing that a "conspiracy" has been worked 
out behind the scenes, for destroying the Sover- 
eignty of the United States, by making us an or- 
ganic part of the British Bnpire. As we talked 
together, with measured words and sober counten- 
ance, I shuddered instinctively at the thought of 
having the sins, weaknesses, economic and geograph- 
ical handicaps of a foreign government saddled upon 
us." 

"THIRD, as indicated above, this book also contains 
the latest inside facts about the international 
deal, to destroy the individualism, and governmental 
integrity of the United States, by tying us politi- 
cally so the tail of the British lion # " (This refers 
to the book, "The Undelivered Speech.") 

This information is being set forth with the thought 
in mind that the Bureau may be interested from the standpoint 
of possible seditious utterances on the part of GERAID L. K. 

aim. 
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Special Acent in Chaise 
Detroit, aehicaa 



Harch ?8 # J#*2 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Bet Gerald U %• 3~Slh; 

Connlttc© of Odd llllionj 
Internal Security* 



Dear Siri 



Reference is nade to Bureau letter dated February 
9 B 1212, rcquestinc tliat Vile case be reopened to determine 
wncther tie above caponed oay be pronoted by foreign agents. 

The Attorney General has exhibited a personal 
Interest in this case and desires that efforts be Bade to 
prosecute the subject under any provisions of the crl-inal 
statutes and war statutes, and that if no violations arc ap- 
parent, then consideration ahold be civen to prosecute the 
subject under the Sedition lawc as a last alternative* 

It Is, therefore, requested that you endeavor to 
guide tills investication accordingly, but, of course, do not 
overlook any Sedition utterances that nay have been c ad e by the 
subject* 

It is ny dcEire that this investinati on be riven very 
close and careful attention* Consideration as to possibly prosecut- 
ive Bubject under the following violations should not be overlooked: 

Aaendnent to Ittlcration Mil, Selective Service Act j Esr-ionare 
Acts, and lastly, Sedition Acts. ' 

It Is desired that a tiiorougi report bt subolttrd in this 



regard not later than April 15, 1&2» 

y< u; ft >r bW ( , 
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Director 
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<^RICA * SECOND ^ t5.0^ ? 

Radio address by Gerald L* K. Smith « National Chairman Committee of 
1,000,000 - Radio Station WJR- Detroit and others - every Wednesday 
night 10:15 P.M. - Every Sunday night 7:15 P. H. 

The Host outspoken promotor of war in the United States Senate ie Mr. 
Claude Popper frpm Florida. He is considered the spokesman of Pre Bid- 
den t Roosevelt. The other day Senator pepper said: "This war will last 
10 years. It will coat one hundred billion dollars per year." These 
brief words are enough to make the blood of every American boil. First] 
because they tell us what the war party have in mind for us, and second , 
these words should inspire In us a resentment and a new determination t< 
see to it that we keep our boys out of this program of organized slaughl 
Benedict Arnold became the traditional traitor because he attested to 
turn over to the British the army of the United States. If he were to 
come back to life and visit Washington, D. C. he would find 35 me politi- 
cians In the capitol City and public officials that would make him feel 
like a patriot. 

If those of us who love America most, r best, and first, do not 
fight, we have a set of men In Washington wnoVwlll not only turn our 
army over to the British but will give them the navy, our money, our 
resources, and the blood of our twenty-one million American boys of 
military age. 

We are in the hands of a set of politicians who seem to think 
that the patriotic thing to do is to put some foreign countries ahead 
of the United States. Just the other day the President announced that 
he wanted another seven billion dollars fo*. national defense. That 
sounds all right, but the report reveals trlt much of this, In fact 
several billions of it, is likely to be setlaside for communistic 
Russia. Millions of our people are hungry tonight,- can't pay their 
rent,- can*t get a job. In the City of Detiolt, we have what Is known 
as the Old Newsboys organization. It J.s- a marvellous organization of 
outstanding citizens who were once newsboys J Between now end Christmas 
these men will beg and borrow and campaign tip get enough' money to see 
that every child In petrol t is visited by Santa Cleus. Similar organ- 
izations are in every great city. Our people beg end pas the hat. Our 
women stand on the comer in the cold in order to get a few nickels, 
dimes and dollars for the hungry and poor, but we give billions to 
Britain, Russia, China. 

The day our President gave Ruse la a billion dollars, they threw 
a celebration at Stalin* • Washington headquarters which cost from forty 
to sixty thousand dollars for one night. They drank at least 2000 
bottles 9T champagne at $10.00 a bottle, Up. I have before me a lette: 
from a widow with four children. She is on relief. She is living in a 
two room apartment. Her husband was a veteran of the last war. This 
widow and her children are half-starving in a land that sends billions 
of dollars to foreign countries. 

Within a few weeks one hundred fifty thousand workers in Detro. 
will be on the street, out of work because the factories in which they 
work will not be permitted to have the necessary materials. The theory 
is that these materials are being saved for national defense, but I 
have a dispatch which quotes Senator John A. Daneher to the effect that 
there is no limitation whatever on exportation of these strategic metali 
to Canada and as a result Canada can buy in America anything she wants 
and British companies in Canada don't even have to buy it, they get it 
free. You con buynnything you went in Canada, from a hairpin to an 
automobile whether it is made of aluminum, steel, copper, or brass, but 
while this is going on, more than one hundred thousand little manufac- 
turers and businessmen in the United States are being driven into bank- 
ruptcy. The men who have been working for them are being turned out 
on the street, unemployed, because our Government refuses to let Ameri- 
can businessmen buy copper, aluminum, steel. I have here a dispatch 
■»nt out of Columbus, Ohio, relative to a meeting of 400 little businesi 
men who were trying to figure ways and means to prevent the cutting or 
their throats by this America second program that has been inaugurated 
*: In Washington, d. C. At this conference, Mr. Clarence E. Karat, vice- 
. president and treasurer of the Brunkoff Mfg Co., of Cincinnati, spoke: 
- (Quote of dlspatch)"After revealing how his firm which manufactures 
advertising Specialties, had been unable to obtain sheet metal, Karst 
"SR*® subscribed to a British magazine, the British Export Gazette- 
which advertised for sale and for delivery "NOW" the very things he 



needed, the advertleement adding a guarantee of delivery because of the 
British navy's existence. "Our company ha a sent to England for five cars 
of steel on the strength of these advertisements", he asserted. Then ad- 
dressing others in the crowd, he sdded:"Why don f t the rest of you fellows 
write these people? You can get it easier than you can here,* The Adver- 
tisement, which Karat handed to newspaper men for examination said: The 
best British goods can be delivered now. The British navy Is guarantee 
of delivery." Items advertised Include* steel, cables, wires, copper and 
aluminum which Great Britain supposedly is Importing from the United State 

It looks like someone has conspired to destroy amerlcan business, 
rob us of our natural resources, crucify the little business man on the 
cross pf bankruptcy and turn all the business of the world over to the 
international monopolies. This all strikes me as a super-super game of 
treason played by the big monopolies and the big politicians. 

The amerlcan toy manufacturers have been told they cannot even 
make toys for American children, but American children will have toys this 
year, not made by Americans, of course, but made by the British and sold 
by the British to us while our toy manufacturers are driven to the walla 
in Bankruptcy. 

Unless you regular Americans wake up and put on your fighting 
clothes, we won't have any clothes to put on. These foreign slickers, wll 
have our shirts, our sons, our money, our blood, our Government. In fact, 
one ^of the biggest things they are trying to put over right now for which 
they have reieed One million dollars for propaganda is a scheme to get 
America back into the British Empire. I hate Nazism and I have fought it 
to a standstill* I hate communism and I have fought it the same way, but 
by the Grace of God and the spirit of George Washington, I will fight the 
imperialists who conspire With the covetous eyes and watery mouths to take 
this Garden of Eden, this Valley of Peace, this glonious America back into 
the bondage of the British Empire from whence our fighting and bleeding 
founding fathers sought and won escape in 1776, 

We have a set of diplomats and politicians in Washington who opera 
on the America Last principle which summarizes about as follows: Billions 
for Russia, Bones for America, -Champagne for the Reds, Crumbs for American 
children, -Billions for Britain, Bankruptcy for America* e little business, 
No conscription for Canada,- Conscription for America. $40.00, $75.00 and 
$100.00 a month for Canadian Soldiers, $21.00 a month for American Soldier 
throatScuttlng taxes for Americans but British property in America by 
special arrangement of Mr. Roosevelt is -tax free. 

A Sweet xx old lady came to me the other night at a meeting and 
said: "Mr. Smith, do you think that the Townsend Plan will ever go through^ 
and I answered by saying: * Why my deer woman, the Townsend plan has aireac 
gone through, but the British and Russians are on it instesd of us. If we 
had the money we are sending foreign countries, millions of old people 
could be paid a pension commensurate with their needs. The thing we Ameri< 
need to do is to pray and fight and work to see to it that our public 
officials in Washington have enough nerve and courage and patriotism to 
look after our own soldiers, our own people and our own business men end 
our own old people before they exhaust our resources, bankrupt our 
treasury and bleed us white. 
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luln rvoolpt of your r*eont litur with wfcdch you 
oaeio»od ft #o|7 of « oiroulur bulletin which bad boon roooifod 
ly ft ooldlor rUtloaod ftt Port Mfttulo, South Dtkotft* 

In Tie* of too ftct thftt thli MtUr mxj b» of Interest 
to thft ooooarftUp eatftblletoent 1 Ukoa to* liberty of for- 

Wftrdiag ft Copy of your lotter to thft office of Kr. ^nron Price, 
Director of Coos on hip, V&ehington, D« C 

I wi»h to thank you for your intcroftt end cooperation In 
fan' thing ouch lnforautlon ot thl* tloo. 
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Sincerely yourc. 



John Bflgur Booror 
Director 
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Wash in gt 01 

Gentlemen: •- - ' ' .• .... . > : £ * . - 

The enclosed pamphlet was sent the writer some days ago, and since 

I am not in sympathy with such activities and pan-handlers at this 

crucial moment In our history, am sending Bame on to you for your 
i 

Inspection and action. 



mm 



01 



A L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCL/&IFIED 
DATE — lisKiYsda 




9 MAR 2 6 1942 





4-750 (2-7-79) 



XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



□ Deleted under exemption(s) 



with no segre gable 



material available for release to you. 



D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



CH Documents s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency (ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withhe ld for the following reason(s): 



Id for the following reason(s): , / 



^ For your information: C~r\(f y O T7~/% U A dU^f J&<^ 



$£1* The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

g ^ -^38^/ h - o / 



XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE \ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/DO 



4-750 (2-7-79) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



3 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



□ Deleted under exemption(s) 



with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 



O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

iVj Document s) originating with the following government agency(ies) ^ ^ 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



□ For your information: 



IXJ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/OOJ 








^% 62-um 




April 20, 1942 



u^si* 1 . tenuis Char « e 



WELD OF?I-p S 



Be: 



GERALD L. K. SKITH 




INTERNAL SECURITY 



Dear Sir: 




For your information only there is set forth 

igr8ff 4f f tt!* tion which was 0fff8i v 6f •Mf e Ir^fH'rafic»i 

, from • 

■SUITE. Ger.ld L. K. " ~ * 

Detroit, Wiohifan 




' . 3SIFIED 
*HJii\j£ SHOWN 



OThEKfflSE 

! COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
; MAILED 7 

*\ APR 20 1942 P.M. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




Very truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





o 

GERAID L. E. SMITH 



Mew York, I. T., 

February 21, 1942. 



The Hour reDorts • 



15946 

^-"Former Silver Shirter, Key Appsaser and Agent 
of U. S« Cliveden Set, Launching Hew Campaign 
to obstruot U. 3* War Effort. 

Gerald L. K. 8mith, former lieutenant of the late Huey Long and now national 

chairman of the' fasclst^ommittee of One Million , is forming in Detroit, a aeoret group 

oalled Th&Hftnner Circle. Thi8 group is to serve as a brain trust for the anti-demo or at \ 

disruptive program with which Fifth Columnist Smith seeks to undermine American morale 

and hamper the war effort of this oountry. The slogan of The Inner Circle will be 

"Christ First!" 

We have in our possession a letter, sent out by Gerald L. X. Smith from his 

Detroit headquarters on January 24 to a select number of his followers, which tells of • 

creation of this Inner Circle. The recipients of the letter are invited to join the nei 

organized cabal. Smith writest 

"•••after much thought and planning, I have deoided to establish 
what we shall call * TEE INNER CIRCLE* * Let us visualise the 

n 1 4. j. » «. I* i-w — trl 1 1 J _ _ I j_ a — I - t mi . i _ j_ - x i > «... 

i;wmiuii»i/Oo vi uuo Jtnnuu mo a gi. geui Uiu wnaoit iaeB| AWC HO ~GHXUJC 

of «The Inner Circle* as a wheel, within a wheel. The purpose of 
this letter is to invite you to become a close oonsi stent oo-woricer, 
and be listed as a member of my personal inner oircle. By filling 
out the blank at the bottom of this letter and mailing it to me 
at once, your name will be reoorded on this speoial list. Kindly 
consider this invitation a personal matter." 

The Detroit fascist mentions in his letter that he has discussed the formatter 



his "friends^ in Washington^D?^!^ ^ * 7^&V^ 

^"•.. These words ere being written at a time when I have Just re- M * r i t~ 
turned from Washington. "While there, I had oonferenoes witl %everax 11 ' « 
who understand the power and potency of the 'Cc mngttee bf\ 0ne 
was given a oordial reception. { Ti^ V 



of The Inner Cirole with oertain of 



"I spent four hours with one particular Senator, an outstanding"" 
figure in American publio life* and cleaned from him certain imtmblished 



-2- 



U 



p 



• - «■ , 

info mat ion, Vst pf whioh I expect to pees o*. Jo my Inner Circle 
of friends in the near future* 

"Among other things, this nan gave me his reasons for believing 

that a (conspiracy* has been worked out behind the scenes, for 

destroying the Sovereignty of the united States, by making us an 

organic part of the^Bf iti sh Bapire. • •• I shuddered instinctively 

at the thought of having the sins, -weaknesses, eoonomio and geo- - tro A 

graphloal handio a ps of a foreign government saddled upon us.* loJi7 

In the light of president Roosevelt's recent reference to a U« S« Cliveden Sc 

Smith's boast of assistance from Washington has particular significance* 

« 

• It is not an idle b,oast* The Hour can reveal that among the congressmen witl 
whom Gerald L. t* Smith has been in eloae touoh are Senator Robert ^✓^eynolds of irortt 
Carolina, Chainxen of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs; Senator Arthu r HS"*^ndet 
berg of Michigan; Senator Burton g. ^Jftteeler pf Montana; ex-Senator Rusfe^olt' of West 
Virginia (currently accused of having oooperated with the paid Haxi agent, George Sylve 



wmf _ ^— J T1_ I * _ mm j#r.AA 1 _ «• . _J .« m 

4VI VUJL " ~~ " ~~ ~ " " " ' " " 



i «*iu floprppqflwiti-yo iiarc fc^iioiimaji' or Mionignn * 

For a number of years Smith has played a key role in the anti-democratic move 

ment in the United States. Hie fifth column activities have not always brought him int 

circles as eminent as those he frequents today. On August 6, 1938, H* S^fiartin^ execu 

director of the Silver Shirts of America, sent to Dr. L# JJ^^irkhead; director of the 

Friends of Democracy, a letter whioh stated t 

"Answering your letter of the 3rd regarding Mr. Gerald L. K. Smith*« 
connection with the Silver Shirts, whioh you say he denies, we have on 
file certain letters and telegrams received from him.*.. The letters 
are all written on Silver Shirts of America letterheads and signed by 
him* Bis registration number as a member of the Silver Shirts was 
5223 and his wife's number was 3220." f 

Smith's important function in this subversive band is indioated in the followi 
passage from one of his many communications to Silver Shirt Chief William Dudle^pelleyj 
who is now in jail in North Carolina.. *.*.by the time you receive this letter I shall b 
on the road to St* Louis and parts north with a uniformed squad of young men composing 
what I believe will be the first Silver Shirt sterm troop in America** 

Smith, an expert rabble-rouser, was not content to remain for long in pelleye 

service* Be began organising vigilante groups of his own* He traveled about the oountr 

spreading anti-Semitio propaganda* Ou August 5, 1938, the press in Cleveland, Ohio, de- 
scribed Smith's disruptive technique in these words i 



;0 ' " s - 0 - 1591* 

•in his recent speedy tour of Ohio, Reverend Smith ha* spoken in both urban 
end rural communities* m the urban communities he has wide no referenoe to racial groi 
but in the rural Communities, he has deeried the sinister influence of Jews and Catholic 

In 1939 Smith oame to Detroit, Hiohigan. Be won the support of influenolal 
backers and began a weekly radio program over TJR« the oity's largest and most expensivi 
station* He established in the auto oity, headquarters for the Committee of Oie Million 
The Committee has a seoret membership which, according to Smith* is active ii 
every state in the country, and whioh has specialised in disseminating anti-Sow Deal, 
anti-labor and appeasement propaganda. In its *anti-war" maohinations, Smith's group 
closely oooperated with the Ha ri -endorsed Amerioa First Committee; and, although America 
Firsters denied Smith was one of their members, it was commonly known that he supervisee 
their operations in the Miohigan area* 

Every Sunday evening at 7|15, Gerald L« Z* Smith now broadoasts from station 
ff.TR in Detroit- He a peaks in the name of the Committee of ftie Million* His radio prog r 
are aimed, none too subtly, at or eating disunity among Ameri cans by stirri ng up race hat 
Be constantly harps on the Coughlinite theme o£>*Christ First in America** Be also atte 
to undermine confidence in the war leadership of the Roosevelt Administration* periodic 
ally, hi 8 speeches are re-broadcast by transcription over Station WOL in Washington, D. 

The Hour asksi how muoh longer will Gerald L. K. Smith be permitted to maintal 
his anti-demooratio band and to oontinue his work of undermining morale and hampering th 
war effort of this country? 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 



February 20, 1942. 



MEEORANDUtf FOR KR. J. EDGAR HOOVER, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Re: 

GERAID L. K. SiaTH; 
Re: 



Mr. ToUon 

Mr. BL A. Tuun . 

Mr. Oeu „. 

Mr. GUvtn 

Mr. Laid 

f- Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Tmey 

Mr. Bomb 

Mr. Crwon 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendoo 

Mr. HoUomu .... 
Mr. Quinn Tnw . 

Mr. Neuc 

Mi*» Gaudy 

PllM 



a 



C01&ITTEE OF ONE IdLLION; 
Re: 



THE INNER CIRCLE 



Receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum dated February U, 
1942, enclosing copies of a circular entitled "The Undelivered 
Speech*', which appears over the mimeographed signature of the subject. 

We have examined the circular with a view to Smith 1 s liability 
for seditious utterances, and it is our opinion that its contents do 
not constitute a violation of the applicable statutes. 



It is noted that the activities of Gerald L. K. Smith have been 
reported" to Kr» Lawrence K. C. Smit h , Chief, Special Defense Unit, 
unde r dat e of February 9j 1942_. it is requested that a copy of this 
report be transmitted to the Criminal Division. 



It is further requested that the vrrislbn be kept fully advised 
of the results of the investigation which ybii state is now pending to 
determine the subject 1 a possible affiliation with subversive organiza- 
tions. 



/ 





Respectfully, 

UKCO 



: FEOI-KAL B-fr«-*!i isVy^CJ^ 



ViXlDELL BERGS, 
Assistant Attorney General. 



<-"EB 21 1942 
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lb 
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lErPHAKDUC TOU ASSISTANT ATORTCT GHCTAL 



Re i Gerald L. K» friitht 

Coonlttee of One rillionj 
Internal Security. 



Reference is nade to your nenorandun dated Febr uary 
20^$12 9 requestlnc * copy of the report of Special Acrat 

W dntcd ra * Y 20 # ^ x at Detroit, Kichican concominc tRe^™ 
captioned. 




Pursuant to your request there is enclooed herewith 
a co;y of the above centioned report* 

3 



Very truly yours. 



John Edcar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosure 



CSV 



AIL INFORMEDM CONTAINED 
HEROM IS ^CLASSIFIED 
DATE 



M A 



\ L E D 



★ MAR 3 1942 
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P.M. 
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m SPECIAL ME3SEBQER 



■r. Byron Prieo 
Mr to tor of Ctniorihlp 
Roob 772, Ftdinl Tried* 
Coaal#aion Building 

Pw.llr. frloos 

Th*r« Is *ttaohod h-r«to for your Infqroattj 
of a UtUr dob< K3 January 2 7 ff : 

i •rioiosurt. M®S#S^i &*c town adrlfto* 
thin roftrtneo. 





\ 




gatlon* 
foSttBSr 
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Ebclottir* 



ALL GQKTMD 
HERON £ SNCUSSHEOf 
DATE ^t^Ms^H- 

4a718 
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I a* enclosing a letter that I Just read end fjb* ;oxy 
believe that your bureau should inv eU** te Gert 1* L. iFialth. 
Eyen If Mr. Brlth la elneere In hi* beliefs, Mb letters which 
are eent to thousands of Aaerleana (atoat of ua trt gullible and 
believe every thing we read) tend to di erupt tha unity that 
now exists, and Ood knows that wa h» ve to hawa unity if w* ara to 
defeat our eneales. Mr. Smith h»a no confidence In our tfovern- 
uent and la «llllng during thaae crucial day a to epre*d thla 
propaganda to thouaanda of other Americans, who will fall for 
It, hook. Una and sinker, fa ara at war and wa aboold ba 
100% united.... wa don't want coy Quislings or Coughllnltws or 
traitor a In our aidat, who ara trying to creet_ In our winds 
that Our a lilac ara treacherous. 

If X ha to erred, I an willing to apologlaa t out at 
an average, voting Aser loan oltlsen, I believe, that no raal 
Aaarloan should, In tlaa of *ar, crefct_ havoc and disunity, aa 
our encodes, who arc in pur nldct (fifth coluanlata) , ara doing 
their demdaat to disrupt us. 

Hay I hear from youf . 

Thank you. 

m mmm contained 01 

^> z^zmm is ±-<$mB 



Mr. r.awa 

■ r. I. A. TMMnJ 
mr. txa 



Mr. Km*.* _ 
■r. ■oiiom- 
•Jr. «olM> Ta 
■Jr. «•»• _ 
HIM In. 



BYRON PWCK 
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THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP 
WASHINGTON ^ 

March 19, 1942. 




Mr, J. Edgar Hoover , 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 



interest the letter from 
closure which 70a sent me 
March IB. 




ned with deep 
1 and his en- 
ntlal cover on 





I note that you have advised 
that his communication has been referred to the urrice 
of Censorship. I assume this was a routine reference, 
but I am wondering whether you have any suggestion as 
to what action the Office of Censorship might take. 



Sincerely yours, 



Byron Price, 
Director. 



0^ 




FtOtfl^ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

10 APfl 2 1942 



U. S, DEPf.vMC.zUJ OF JUSTICE 




lUrch JO, 19X2 



Mr» Byron Priea 
Direct or of Cenaorehlp 
Rooa 772, federal Trade 

Connies Ion Building 
Waihlnrton, P. C* 

Dear Mr. Price i 

X have your letter of March 19th, in which you 
refer to ny letter to you of Marc h 18th concerning e eoanunl- 
•fctloneodreBoed to thia Bureau b >V V A eojqr 

of WCIt^^ S faiB ccHtminlcAtlofi tts r^Hrreo^oyoufor your 
lnrtra?tTSnoaly. Naturally, If there ere any lUps which 
need to be taken froe the stand point of Internal eeourlty 
InToetlgetine, this Bureau will take ell neoeasary and 
poaalble action. 




coscmnleatlon w&s forvard&d to you with 
the thought in nind that In connection with the voluntary 
ceniorahlp of radio, the official ! of your office alf ht dealre 
to have the vlewa ef W ^■j^BTor their eon a Ida rat Ion. 



Sincerely your a, 



all wmmm contained . 
herein is mmm 

DATE 3)at|&^-BY &(> -i?ftnH- 



iJ 





Dear] 



. 1 "i** to sArise that jour letter of recent 

dste, has been re calved at this Bureau by reference froa 
the office of the Attorney General. 

Tour coii-teny and intereet In bringing this 
■atter to the attention of the Departeent of Aistice are 
Indeed appelated. *ou may be assured t-a t the content 
of your letter has been noted and will receive appropriate 
consideration* 



AIL Wmm CONTAINED 



«r. >. A. Tl 
Hr. Clan 



nr. um 



4r. MIcMla 

nr. 




Mr. C*ffa|r_ 



tr. Mctalr* 



3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IrJVISTfGriTlOri 

«. ». DErAftrecnr of justice 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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April 10, 1942 



KE3.10RAHDUU FOR HR. JCHK EDGAR HOOVER, 
D3B5CT0R. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Re: r\ Gerald L. K. Smith; 

^*CommittefyOf One Ulllion"; 
"Thevnner Circle"; 
Sedition 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E- A* Tftyum 

Mr. Close 

Mr. GlMwto 

Mr. Imdd 

Mr. Nlchoto 

Mr. Tr«cy 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. Coffs y 

Mr. Hindoo . . 
Mr. Bollomjui 
Mr. QnlnnTaa 

Mr. Nmm 

Mia* Gaudy... 
FUm 




mm 

>'-''.", vr.v.:'j. 

c :-;.tiy<t. 



I EflCLO. 
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The Criminal Division 1b in receipt of a photostatic 
copy of a news clipping from the "New York Herald Tribune" 
dated March 27, 1942, with reference to the subjects, which 
states that Smith a short time prior thereto tocught out the 
first issue of a monthly magazine entitled "ThJyBross and 

1L. PI - —It Ti, j— .......LJ 4l>«4 — 4.1.4m 

of all future issues of the publication be made available 
to the Division. 

Reference* is made to the statement by the reporter 
in the above-mentioned clipping that "Detro iters contribute 
by the thousands to support him, in dribbles of less than i 
£5.00 at a time. 11 It is also noted that in the same report 
Smith declares that he derives ("75,000 yearly from his various 
M constituents" to pay for his living expenses and propaganda 
activities. It is requested that copies of the. .federal 
income tax returns of Smith for" the jea^&$P through 
1941 be obtained, or information as to why fs fee^Tts fjieri 




' " On page 5 or tne tsureau report Dy 
relating to Smith and dated May 20, 1941 ai 
it appears that the Bureau has a copy of an artic! 
in the September 1940 issue of the "Llichigan Deino< 
"An expose of Gerald L, TC- Smith" by Edward L. 1£ 
On pages 7 and 8 of this Bureau report are stated 
finith is the author of two pamphlets, "Dangerous 
'and "Too Much Roosevelt", and that a copy of the 



OF INVESTiGfJIC 

1942 



•sballBEPARTKEKTJ): J 

it s that 

j nemies" 
r st men- 



j}^ ^J^sftioned pamphlet is in the. £ iles of the Detroit office of the 
/y 1 w\\ Bureau. It is requested that copies of the expose' and of 

^ ^ \^ paraphl ^ bB ^ Smlth "transmitted to the Division. 



NT Of 



On page 5 of the Bureau report dated May 20, 1941 
It Is noted that Smith, as of the da te of the report, was 
living At thfl Dr trr> * +-T ^1 *r*A Tt, > I . .1 MfJ M I ff ''' I | X/HM 



Reference is further made to a report In "The Hour", 
number 128, dated February 21, 1942, that Smith makes weekly 
radio broadcasts over Station W J R in Detroit and that his 
speeches are periodically re-broadcast over Station VOL 
in Washington, D. C # It is requested that transcripts of 
his talks since December 7, 1941 be procured, if possible, 
and made available to this Division, It Is likewise requested 
that the Bureau obtain transcripts of any future radio talks 
by Smith and forward them to the Division* 

Reference is finally made to your memorandum to this 
Division dated February 11, 1942, wherein you stated that the 
Bureau was conducting an investigation of Smith. to determine 
his possible affiliation with any subversive organizations • 
It is requested that you advise as to the current status of 
such investigation. 




Respectfully, 



VffiNDELL BERGE 
Assistant Attorney General 




,. .6: 



kl-IS'l'AWAi. "it 
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'Smith Will S'pe&'W'".^- 

Detroit April 21 frv^OeW I* 
. , s f? ll r natl on*l chairman of the 
Isolationist "Committee of-OnJlE 
iion, -announced today he would 
addreai a rally here Ftiday night on 

Reds to Jail Father CoughlS* 
Lourhlin magazine. Social Juitfae. 
has7been barred from the 

pen^in- - * 

«ri ' " 



' e T£?f J a , he « in e oc Attorney G * 




.m 



DATE 





Washington Post 
April 22, 19U2. 



Cst-Mtit'-t 



Sis 
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v * 




V V* 





? * \ i 'k ■ 



o r, 

Vr- 



CP 



T3 Mr. Cle«« 

- J ~~ 1 nr. k» ao — 
u T . JJicholt 

Mr. Bo§e» 
Tracy 

•ri^pp?^ Mr. Carton 
^0^9$ Mr. Coliey 

• ./:' : > '■ Mr. McGuire.. 

^S'S&MP\ Mr. Holloman. 
/\V>C :> :-?s Mr. Hendon — 
..?K?Xv< 1 Mr. Quino Ta«ni. 

^ : <v : ^^;^ r V^;;S Mr. Neate. 






mM 4 if' 
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y\ :Xr^ fe* • ^@ A 

y « ]^n*> ^wct^j -*-«-vj tb.y ^4 ^ 

*^ \| Moreover, through my years of pibfic service, traveling In all 

r parts or the Nation, appearing before every conceivable type of public ' 
i audience, enjoying the personal friendship of a large number of united 

States Senators, Representatives and other prominent government of- 
ficials in Washington, there comes to me a constant flov of priceless 
INSIDE INFORMATION , not available to the general public* Much of this 
J material is of such a nature that propriety forbids Its use over radio. 
£\ And yet, it should be placed in the hands of key people, like yourself, 
>Q for judicious patriotic handling and dissemination. 

flSJh ThllH. ♦".hnninfh f wannflnf Trman PIhaIa laftflfit fKana will f* r\*r\a Inf rt 

B your home, important facts — facts of vital conoern to the welfare of 
our Nation, which you will want to share with friends and neighbors* 
By this means, vital truth, not available through press and radio will 
f&fli seep through to countless thousands, perhaps millions of people, as we 
go on working together, IN UNISON, expanding our labors. 



i 

i 



Hours are precious in the present crisis, and I am hoping, believ- 
ing, praying that you will use the blank at the bottom of the last page 
of this letter and let me hear from you without delay. If you live a 
considerable distance from Detroit, please answer by airmail. 

For instance, these words are being written at a time when I have 
just returned from Washington. While there, I had conferences with sev- 
eral leaders, men who understand the power and potency of the "Committee 
of One Million*. I was given a cordial reception. 

Z~ .spent -X our Jioum .with smB^^^xc^^ ? iexiBitor g a n out s t anding f ig- 
,jure ^in American jpublic .life* .and gleaned . Sxom„ him_c e r t ; eTn~unp ulOTshe d 
Jjif ormation* jaost of which^J .expect Jfc_Q Jpass ..jpn_to _my ~Inner_Circle of 
_fr lends in. the Jiear future . 

_ Amon£ . other_ihinga r -*hia «an Q^v-ft mi? hi a r^ig^ns fcrhfl 1f»v1n^ that 
a "conspiracy" has been worked out behind the acejjea^Tforlles^r^yiag the 
w Sovereignty of the United States, by making us an organic part of the 
_ British Empire, As we talked together, with measured words and sober 
countenance, I shuddered instinctively At the thought ^XJbaving the sins, 
yeakne s oe s , economic and geographlcM_Jia ndloaps of a fo reign government 
^saddled up on jjs . — * 

I have prepared, exclusively for you friends of the Inner Circle, a 
special brochure, entitled "THE UNDELIVERED SPEECH" — which contains a 
/ /chapter devoted to this matter, Th^ flfln/jfrnT* rflfftmpd toabove, Jcnows 
L *} BDa Ut'JbilQ„&QtJxlt l le_Q^ of ...cfirtftjJi.international j oliticl^i nTr^^r^'^g'"^ n " 
der the name of the "Federal Union "lncTT^ vho hope to consummate ttiis" 
"^treasonable plan within -a±x months , ^whllSTF*; Americans w©-oe copied with 
y^jour amacgfincj^ This is an issue concerning whlcl^^oJaV^h d "million s of 
X other pa,tjKLots should be informed with all possible hastefTT 7TT — 7 

/ * m 11 -Ana now, a rurther word about this new book, "'Thm^figXlver^d ;, nr . ,. , / ' 
Cfy Speech". Let me say, FIRST, that this treatise is no^ep^%^t^M r V6 tZm> 
f the general public and cannot be purchased. It will be rp^ase^Rsolel3jg42 
^through the Inner Circle. I feel that the startling facts Which it 
contains, should be nlaeed onlv At the disposal of neraonb "Who^ ^HfflHkPf JUST 



ing along these lines has ^^ c jjfijfpWj)fff i*v~i y * [ ^ \ sffi ^ 

SECOND, some days ago^*yjJjjr^ address* Toe^re~a 



large number of people. Tli&ifflh Charge £sit$d that they .-"see an ad- 
vance copy of the message . li yWoriingly «- jfuHkit ted > th^ manuscript . 





..I tftK-AniiRT^ii n"WTAIMCn 

HFRFtM i c •st^^ktEii Detroit, Michigan 

My dear Friend: f PYS£^2J/*^ 

Please consider this a personal letter from Gerald L. K. Smith. Do 
me the kindness of getting a quiat comfortable chair and sifting every 
sentence with utmost care, I feel, In view of the tragic crisis nov en- 
gulfing our beloved country, that I must today unburden my soul to you 
friends who have stood so loyally with me. 

I regard this as the most important letter I have ever written. The 
entire future, of our Christian and patriotic work — work, precious to 
your heart and mine, will depend upon YOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE to certain 
suggestions that I shall outline below. There are so many important mat- 
ters to be presented for your consideration, that I shall try to boil 
down my thoughts to a minimum of words* 

from week to week. Letters pour in constantly from all parts of the Na- 
tion. Without such correspondence, It would be impossible for the "Com- 
mittee of One Million* 1 to function. We have demonstrated the correct- 
ness Of the old axiom, IN UNION THERE IS STiiENGTH. 

No other organization in the United States is duplicating the work 
in which we are engaged. Our influence for moral, religious, economic 
and political righteousness is nation wide. Good people love us, while 
the international agents of destruction, hate and fear us. 

I have gone through a large accumulation of mail and chosen what I 
regard as my "preferred list" of friends and supporters across the 
Continent. You are In this group. Hence, the present communication. 

Because of the unprecedented peril which our Country is now facing., 
and considering that the American people will be obliged to make grave 
decisions In the days Just ahead . . . and the further fact of your re- 
sponsibility and mine, in helping to produce an aroused, informed, en- 
lightened public opinion, animated by righteous Impulses — it is now 
imperative that a large group of us shall work together, in closer 
collaboration, than aj ^&fty-pravio ug time. 

So, after much/tfnought and planning, 



what we shall call 



I have decided to establish 
'THE INNER CIRCIiE 1 }/ ^Let us visualize the Committee 
of One Million as a'\gigantic wheel. y/Then, let us think of "The Inner 
Circle" as a wheel, within a wheej^r The purpose of this letter is to 
invite you to become a clofc^ -coinfistent co-worker, and be listed as a 
member of my personal inner circle. By filling out the blank at the 
bottom of this letter and mailing it to me at once, your name will be 
recorded on this special list. Kindly consider this invitation a 
personal matter. 

I want to feel free at all times to write to you • • • to seek your 
prayerful counsel when I have Important decisions to make ... to learn 
from you, how our patriotic labors can be especially useful, from time 
to time, in your community. I want to be able to bring the problems 
and needs of the program before you, as oocaslcns may demand. 



After scrutinizing same, they forbade me to deliver the speech • It Is 
probable that the message vould have been heard by radio, and quoted In 
far avay Russia* My exposure vould have been of suoh a character, that 
those In charge feared it might have antagonized the Reds against us. 

In the present state of affairs, there are some things that no 
longer can be said over radio, and yet ve are faced vlth the stubborn 
fact that Communist propagandists vithln our own borders, are -opportun- 
Izlng on present collaboration between Washington and Moscow, by push- 
ing toward their objective of PHYSICAL REVOLUTION AND BLOODSHED In the 
United States. 

Because of certain things I cannot aay over the radio, I must find 
a way for filtering the truth through to straight- thinking Americans 
like yourself* And so, we are ready to release the complete text of 
"The Undelivered Speech", to those who use the blank below. 

THIRD, a 8 Indicated above, this book also contains the latest in- 
side facts about the international deal, to destroy the Individualism, 
and governmental integrity of the United States, by tying us politically 
to the tail of the British lion. 

We want you to know us better. And we want to know you better. 
Accordingly, Mrs. Smith and I have prepared a family calendar, bearing 
our photographs, for 19*12. This item, a token of appreciation for your 
help, will serve as a daily reminder that ve are standing together In 
defense of the principles and ideals of the American founding fathers. 

And now, before closing, a personal word of utmost importance: 
With the declaration of war, made by the Congress, on December 8, 19**1* 
the importance of our work was Incalculably Increased. It seemed that 
our past efforts were all directed toward this particular peak. Now 
that the hour has come, when the destinies of our Country are being 

M M* » M ♦■ v» T Mm 4 «k «4k«fcAV«^4v%«a mvk^m n4V4 1 4 ^l*«k*« rm ^ a 
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by virtue of our knowledge and advance preparation. 

During recent weeks, Inducements and 
threats have been made to silence us. Enemle 
of our Country, emmissaries of Satan, are do- 
ing everything in their power to retard our 
efforts. But, until the present hour, we 
have moved steadily forward, as a great con- 
structive force. Under the slogan "Christ 
First" ve propose to continue these labors 
vhich have been Divinely preserved. With 
your help, vlth your consistent, unfaltering, 
prayerful cooperation, I shall continue lead- 
ing this movement for God, Home and Country* 

I vould be less than honest, if I did 
not say that ve are NOW faced vith urgent 
financial needs. The only thing that could 
hold us back at this time, vould be lack of 
money to continue the radio vork, great 
public mass meetings, distribution of 
literature, and the multiple lines of work 
vhich go out from the central hub here in 
Detroit* We must not fail for vant of 




financial support. Should our movement go down In defeat, there Is 
nothing else on the American horizon to take Its place* I REPEAT, WE 
MUST NOT PAIL! 

Week after week, ve are reaching millions of people through broad- 
casts from both Detroit and Washington. As you know, ve are helpless 
except as loyal supporters like yourself, come to our rescue* I am 
frank to say, that these words are written out of a heavy heart, with a 
certain degree of anxiety, because of pressing obligations now facing 
us* 

UNLESS I HAVE FINANCIAL HELP AT ONCE, MY VOICE WILL BE SILENCED. 

In supporting this work, you are not performing an act of charity. 
On the contrary, you are making an Investment. With this premise In 
the background, I do not hesitate to suggest that you send, without de- 
lay, a contribution of the largest amount possible, so that we can pro- 
ceed with the work unhindered. 

It Is probable that this letter will reach some friends who can 
contribute as much as $100. Others $50. or possibly $20. While a large 
number of gifts will fall automatically Into the $5 and $10 brackets ... 
yet, I want you to know that your offering, no matter the amount, be It 
one dollar, or two dollars, will be thankfully received. In fact, our 
work has been carried on these years, for most part by a large number 
of small contributions — one, two and three dollar amounts. 

Let us make It a unanimous offering, In which everyone shall parti- 
cipate. I have faith to believe that somehow, these obligations with 
which we are faced, will be met, so that the work will be able to con- 
tinue. Without fall, fill out the blank below and send the largest 
amount possible. Kindly let me hear from you right away. 



Sincerely yours for God and Country. 




OFFERING BLANK 



Dear Mr. Smith: 




Enclosed find my voluntary contribution of 
$ to help meet the present, pressing 

needs of the work. You may enter my name, so 
that I will receive your Inner Circle Letters 
from time to time. Yes, send me one of the 
19^2 calendars bearing the photograph of you 
and Mrs. Smith, also the book. "The Undelivered 
Speech". 



Name 



Addr e s s 



City 



State 






Y)tr • * .... 

' FEDKBAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. AWUL 1942 

Tr , naMi+ # n • SAG B ISTBOXT, Kl OHIO AH 

TranBmit the following message to: ■ 



OSIULD L 



SECURITY, SEDITION. IMKEDUXELT 
ADTISS WHT KEPOHT MOT SUBKITTID 

APRIL niTEENTH AS EEqjOXStKD. 
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HOOTER 
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APPEASERS BOO 
F. D. R. AND ALLIES 
IN MEETING HERE 



Cheer MdCormick, Huey 
Long and Lindbergh; 
Laugh at 1st Lady. 



BY FRANK SMOTHERS. 

Britain and Russia were booed 
last night, China's war supply 
needs made a subject for laughter 
and America's commander in chief 
ridiculed at a meeting of William 
G. Grace's revamped Citizens* 
Committee, in session at 32 West 
Randolph Etreet. 

Before Pearl Harbor it was the 
Citizens' Keep America Out of War 
Committee. Grace now has reor- 
ganized with the shorter name. 

As principal speaker the Rev. 
_C rgr_a1d L Kr Smith, Detroit spell - 
binder, chairmarToT what he calls 
the Committee of a Million, cajoled 
the crowd for almost two hours. A 
crowd of some 500 filled the 12th- 
floor meeting hall. 
f The crowd cheered andj applauded 
I the names of Chanles A. J-indbergh; 
1 Col. Robert R. plcCormick,' the 
i Chicago Tribune, Senator C. Way- 
llandBrook^, the late SeitatorjHuey 
P. lx>ng, Senator Gerall P| Nye, 
Representative Clarence IDay , and 
• "America First." \ 
Hit Treason Charges. 

A great chorus of enthusiastic 
' -"ayes" adopted a resolution that 
attacked Representative Raymond 
6. McKeough's charge in Congress 
of treason against McCormick. The 
resolution endorsed "most heartily" 
the Tribune and its "editorial pol- 
icy," and paid tribute to the "pa- 
triotism" of McCormick. 

All but a few in the audience 
were middle-aged or elderly. Faces 
of most were stern as they entered. 
No men in uniform were seen. 

As in similar meetings before 
Pearl Harbor Lindbergh's name 
above all was magic with the 
crowd. Its first mention by Smith 
brought the house down with 
cheers, high shrieks of women, long 
hand-clapping. To that Smith came 

"Give him a real hand!" 



I 



£3 ^3 ^ 



trim a real hand!" f . /„■ 



4 kith 

respond 
ovation 



xA irith tSvx 

*T* "ThfcWfowd responded . with a^ 
mg, cheering ovation. Lindbergh's 
name "was tumultuously cheered 
again when Smith uid-that for 
teal "unity*' Nye should be brought 
into the cabinet, Senator Robert 
Reynolds of North Carolina made 
Secretary of War and Lindbergh 
Appointed head of a new air arm. 

"Frank Knox should resign be- 
fore midnight," shouted Smith, 
"waving his arms. He is a stocky, 
dark-haired orator, whose gestures 
range from arm -swinging to squat- 
ting in midsentence. • - - . 7 * 
* First titters at the President a. -ex- 
pense came when Southard, who 
apoke before Smith, declared that 
Washington and Lincoln were "iso- 
lationists" and that Lincoln made 
his position clear "again and again 
and again* Smith repeatedly 
brought similar titters with slurring 
references to the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. There were appreciative 
giggles, too, when Southard read a 
reference to China's dissatisfaction 
j|* because she is not getting what she 
wants in lend-lease aid. 

Audience Ends a Sentence. 
In one of many attacks on Britain 
Smith -said: 'The dagger that's 
■harp enough for the kidneys of 
Australia is sharp enough to pass 
through the kidneys of" — and 
' women in the audience finished it 
with him — "of America." 

The house came down when 
Smith said America First should 
not have disbanded and when he 
extolled his old intimate, Huey 
Long, as "the Lincoln of the 
South." 

Smith declared he was for 'Vic- 
tory" in the war, but that "victory" 
meant different things to, different 
people. He didn't want a "victory" 
that would "make Eleanor presi- 
dent," said the preacher. 

"The only defeat for America 
would be that which destroyed the 
' independent destiny W America," 
- he proclaimed. "The only victory 
would be that which preserved it." 

Throughout his* speech Smith re- 
iterated that what he wanted was 
victory for a, "Christian America," 
nor did the cheering crowd misun- 
derstand his implication regarding 
the Jewish citizens of America. 

He painted the horrors of the 
war and said that if his "6-foot son 
comes back to his beautiful mother 
and myself in a wheelchair or 
blind or in a casket I pray to God 
let it be a victory for us, .not Rus- 
sia, not Britain, not the interna- 
tional bankers." The Beds and 
"Union Now" he chastised repeat- 
edly. 

Smith said he favored "using" 
Britain and Russia in the war, he 
I affirmed, and, with the war over, 
\ giving them 24 hours' notice to "get 
\ out." n 

{ Nominating petitions were circu- 
\ la ted in the anteroom of the hall 
\ and many signatures secured for 
) Brooks and for Grace as a congres- 
sional aspirant. Social Justice was 
^ oq gale in, the anteroom. 
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jfcb?ral Snrrnn of Inupfitigaiion 
United fctatrs Bepartmrnt of Jnetirr 

New York, N. Y* 

April 21, 19l*2 



Director ALL INFOfPO CONTAINED 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ifrnr w ir »ni> il^ nn 
Washington, D. C. HtKtiK JS UNbLASi-lr ltD 



Dear Sir: 



DATE qfcgjru W swgjvCL 



I am enclosin g a phot* 

a communication received from 

of the law firm of Delafield, Karsh, porter and Hope, 
20 Exchange Place^NeTMTor^^^r, together with the 
enclosures whiclS ■'or warded with his 

letter. These enclosures rerer to "The Committee of 
1,000,000." ! 

It is believed that the Bureau will 
desire to call this material to the attention of the 
Department* 



T. ' 



Very truly yours, 



Enclosures 



P. E. FOXWOKTH f 
Assistant Direct* 



1/ 
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April 15, 



_Mr. -■ 

* J* \ y r I f COUNSCL 
— ...» . » TtAMO I SIACA 

. r. i v - «n 

OLE lDDRCIt 
r -^ LM ^?P K NEW YORK 

_:r» Qti icy 

. ^ 1*. jris 

LXr. 'iywer 
L.183 Tat* ■ 
Lciiief Cleric 

. , Property Qeifc 
U-Files 



Federal bureau of Investigation. —Chief Cleric ' % 

•Federal Building, ' -.Property Oerk 

Foley Square, ~mes 
.New York, N.Y. \ 

Sirs: > • 

I enclosing herewith a letter and contents received 
by. me from en organization entitled "The Committee of '1,000,000". 1 
'I don t suppose that this not very subtle type of propoganda can 
do great harm, but I am sending it along to you for whatever it 
is worth. * 0 ; 

If nothing else can be done to suppress this type of 
thing land off-hand I don't see that this material constitutes eith€ 
libel or a mail fraud) it might be tnat local religious authorities 
could prevent these gentlemen from making use of the surface reli- 
gious veneer which Is apparent in these papers. 

Yours very sincerely, •* ' V •; 



:ctw 
r.nc. 



RHtlTcn 



P. B /. 

APR 1 6 1042 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



O Deleted under exemptions ) 



with no segregate 



material available for release to you. 



D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
D Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



D Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): , / 

"Pee ycu«<L L -ZrrT^L o7* 3/ 1 



\y\ For your information: 



[35 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

& DELETED PAGE(S) $ 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI/DOJ 







federal Bureau of Inue«ttaation 

ttnitrb State* ©impart mrtit of 9u*tUr 

New Tork, New Tork 
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April 20, 1942, 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



o 



%: GERALD L. K. SUHTH; 
MTEattl SECUHETT (G) 



Dear Siri 



o 



< 

o 

_1 

Of) 




There is forwarded herewith various papers including 
a re-print of a sheet' from the Congressional Itecord whiah relates 
to OERftXD L, K. SUTlU which were furnished to me 



Copies of these papers are not being retained here* 



lip 



Q] A. ALL INFO^'fO CHM) 
ZJ J HEREIN IS □CLA&lriEO 

HM* DATE Matin, Bfrfrr**/ 



Very truly yours, 




1 Assistant Director. 
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(Not printed at Government expense) ALL INFIWHON CONTAINED 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 7 1 th CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION 




United States 
of America 



We Take Our Stand 



EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
- or 

HON. ROY 0. WOODRUFF 



ZN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 



Thursday. March 26, 1942 



EDITORIAL BY GERALD L. K. SMITH 



Mr. WOODRUFF of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, under leave to extend my re- 
marks In the Record, I Include the fol- 
lowing editorial by Gerald L. EL Smith 
from the magazine The Cross and the 
Flag for April 1942: 

[Prom the Crou and the Flag for April 1042 1 

Wl TAXI OUS RU(D 

(By Gerald L. K Smith) 

We have named tnla magazine The Crocs 
and the Flag because we want it to symboLcs 
the highest and most dynamic Ideals. This 
la a patriotic, crusading journal which reccg- 
nlzes the fact that the ethical, moral, and 
spiritual teachings of Christ constitute tbe 
fountalnhead of all worth while modern 
civilization. 

We expect the worst from our foes, because 
we propose to use this magazine as a weapon 
with which to deal blows to the enemies of 
our traditional American way of life. 

The reader may not be able to find In this 
editorial the symbol and name of everything 
we shall fight for. but If you keep right on 
reading, by the time you have finished this 
you will have a pretty fair idea of what we 
propose to support and oppose. 

In the first place, we are 100 percent for 
an American victory and every sacrifice neces- 
sary to win that victory for America. We 
Invite you to read our war platform on page 
14. We have a very definite definition of 
victory, which appears elsewhere In this Issue. 
423443— 31888 



The Cross and the Flag will never say nor 
do anything to lend aid and comfort to the 
enemies of America, whether the; be on the 
battlefield, outside America, ox among the 
agents of subversion inside America. Amer- 
ica's attitude toward the Nazis, the Fascists, 
and the Japs is a fixed military policy wblcb 
has been approved by the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our Congress. 

Now that we have made these facte clear, 
for the record, we assert that even though 
America is at war we old-fashioned Amer- 
icans do not propose to be city-slicked by 
boondoggling bureaucratic politicians, Com- 
munists, British Imperialists (the Union 
Now gang), and a thousand and one. other 
porch climbers, confidence men, and snake- 
oil salesmen who are working day and night 
on conspiracies designed to compel us to 
swallow a hundred poison pills in the name 
of wartime emergencies. . '- '• 

We are not complaining about blocd h:d, 
taxes, or any of the sacrifices that go along 
with the legitimate conduct of a war to save 
and defend America. We are talking about 
bureaucratic fakers, brain-trust screwballs 
and political mechanics whose conscience 
and self-respect are about as calloused as 
the operator of a French guillotine. We are 
talking about ruthless political racketeers, 
propagandists, and character assassins who 
never hesitate to translate blood Into ballots 
and defense bonds Into boondoggling. Tbe 
Cross and the Flag knows that many of 
these fakers and political confidence men 
are right on the pay roll of the United States 
Government. Some of them are awfully 
close to the White House, and man; are In 
both Houses of Congress. The editors ex- 
pect the worst from these people. We ex- 
pect to be called appease rs, turtles, copper- 
heads. Fascists, anti-Semites, racketeers, 
fifth columnists, rumor mongers, and even 
candidates for the Cliveden set. 



A fraternity of smear artists has sprung up 
in America which bas mastered the science 
of character anaau-lnBtion. The moment w* 
old-fashioned Americans assert ourselves 
over the air or by the publication of a maga- 
zine these character killers turn on the beat. 
They issue bulletins, they bark over the ab- 
end suddenly the plain old-fashioned Amer- 
ican, whether be be Charles Lindbergh or 
Gerald Smith, la aware of the fact that 
10,000 mysterious enemies have descended 
upon him with scandalizing persecution, 
physical threats, editorial scorn, picket 
lines, and protest meetings. His patriotism 
la Impugned and bis Americanism is ques- 
tioned. 

We see a man like Walter Wlnchell mo- 
nopolize an International radio network for 
• a given period of time each week presuming 
.to interpret Americanism at the rate of five 
thousand luscious "lotion" dollars per week. 
Walter Wlnchell bas a background of scandal 
mongering, underworld gossiping, and now 
s'.cps up to assume the role of a superpa- 
trlot. Political pull and White House favor- 
itism make It possible for him to become a 
commissioned officer is the United Statsa 
Navy, although to this date be continues to 
draw from the Jergens Lotion Corporation,, 
the motion-picture industry, and others, a 
salary estimated at from 1250,000 per year 
up. This man is no special evU in himself; 
he merely typifies the mattery festering of 
an evU element within our borders. Let 
Mr. Wlnchell, the great patriot, explain to us 
over the air some night why he presented, 
some months ago. to every Member of Con- 
gress a book written by tbe notorious Red. 
John Spivak. Let Mr. Wlnchell explain why 
he recommended the works of this Red 
propagandist de-luxe to the elected Repre- 
sentatives of the United States. We agree 
with Congressman Vinson, chairman of the 
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Naval Affa lra Gommlttea of Congress, who 
Mid In effect. "Let Winchell put an Uie uni- 
form and enter the Navy or take off the uni- 
form and get out oi the Nsvy." 

We don't like the Idea qI the President of 
the United States playing politics with a 
wartime Cabinet. We think be should dem- 
onstrate a willingness to nil hi* Cabinet with 

_ 

men representing all the major political ele- 
ments in our Nation. We agree, with tbe 
American Legion of Michigan, which, by reso- 
lution, called on tbe President to remove five 
of the Impotent, Ineffective members d his 
Cabinet. We dont like tbe Idea 01 Harry 
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Hopkins being so powerful that every high 
official in the United States baa to siphon 
his ideas through this ailing Pink. 

We are Impressed with the editorial chal- 
lenge of men like David Lawrence, editor of 
the United States News, who accuses Donald 
Nelson of toying with Soviet technique — in 
setting up industrial committees. If David 
Lawrence is wrong, be should be rebuked. If 
David Lawrence is right, then Nelson should 
be curbed or dismissed. 

We dont like the way the administration 
has ignored the sensational findings of Con- 
gressman Masttn Dies, in his exposure of 
Reds, Pinks, and Communists on the pay 
roll of our wartime Government. We are 
opposed to the theory that America must 
natter and cajole the Communists in Amer- 
ica merely because we axe military allies of 
Russia. 

We recognize the priorities emergency, but 
because we know something of the back- 
ground Of Leon Henderson we think that 
some place In this set-up there are certain 
Marxists who are getting a real thrill out of 
seeing the great middle class crucified in the 
name of this emergency. Every day we see 
creative mind*; being nailed upon tbe cross. 



an average of 13 dependent employees each, 
totaling over 600.000 men, are virtually In the 
bread line. Add to these 100,000 little manu- 
facturers making nondefense material; who 
have been dosed up; add to these tire dealers, 
advertising agencies, and 10,000 correlated 
business enterprises, and you witness a cruci- 
fixion of middle-class individuals surpassing 
eves the liquidation of similar groups during 
and following the Russian Revolution. 
46344*— 31890 



Tbe Cross and tbe Flag admits the neces- 
sity of radical adjustments due to a shortage 
of war materials, labor, and factory faculties, 
but We an bold to assert that tbe most seri- 
ous thing about this crucifixion of the middle 
class is not only the fact that our bureau- 
crats apparently dont care what happens to 
these people but they actually appear to de- 
light in their annihilation. Thousands upon 
thousands of these peopk are friends of the 
crusade represented by this magazine. 

Over 00,000 members of tbe Congress of 
Industrial Organizations In Detroit alone, arc 
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millions of Bible-reading, church -going pray- 
erful workers in America, who dont like the 
idea of being led around by the nose by a 
former playmate of Nikolai Lenin — Sidney 
H Ulna an; and there an etiii BoilUoos of 
American workers who dont fall for this 
Walter Reutber bunk (It Is to be remembered 
that Victor and Walter Reutber took a 3-year 
intensive course on industrial organization at 
Lenin University in Moscow). 

If we are to be governed by a long-term 
President, we hold the conviction that the 
people should have s chance to express them- 
selves concerning his administrative policies 
oftener than once every 4 years. 

We don't like tbe Idea of Madam Lltvlnnff 
and Ambassador Maxim Lltvinoff running 
around over the country addressing a series 
of Red-sponsored rallies under the guise of 
Russian relief. Our Congress has appropri- 
ated nearly »60,000 ,000 ,000 to be used by the 
President of tbe United States for foreign 
countries in tbe prosecution of ibis war. 
That should be enough to give them all the 
relief they need Without conducting these 
propaganda rallies under the guise of relief. 

We want a "he-man" civilian defense pro- 
gram. 

We will get along without sugar, we will eat 
sorghum molasses, well Jack up the car, well 
send our sons off to battle for America, but 
we are not afraid or ashamed of the words 
"America First" whether we are at war or at 
peace. We hate nazl-lsm, fascism, commu- 
nism, shin to Ism, and imperialism. 

The state of mind, represented by this 
journal, is just too old-fashioned to under- 
stand why the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration proposes to burn and plow un- 
der this year 3,000.000 acres of Kansas wheat. 



We know that a set of b'ghblnders in 
Washington are trying to sneak us back into 
the British Inspire in tbe name of this so- 



a similar outfit is going to try to get Karl 
Erowder out of tbe Federal penitentiary and 
elect him to Congress while another set of 
Red stooges, and propagandists work on a 
scheme to make us part of an International 
Imperial lstie empire to include Russia — Com- 
munist Russia. 

We wont swallow that stuff; In fact the 
Cross and the Flag holds the conviction that 
If our President and his coordinates and the 
administration In Washington dont put a 
stop to such tricks our beautiful America will 
be made the victim of a paralyzing disunity 
which is exactly what we do not need in ibis 
awful hour. 

Of course, we old-fashioned Americans ex- 
pect to be made the victims of a highly 
organized smear campaign. We expect cer- 
tain political strategist* in Washington and 
elsewhere to put the finger on US. We ex- 
pect to be made the scapegoats, because 
when the American people really wake up to 
what is going on In this country, the bureau- 
cratic politicians, in an attempt to deflect 
and sidetrack the scorn of an indignant 
people, will attempt to make us the goats 
in a desperate effort to save their own hides. 
Well, It won't work. Bring on your house- 
wrecking crew and your character assassins, 
you who operate tbe political torture cham- 
bers of America, and give us the works; and 
for every Gerald Smith you annihilate and 
smear and cripple, lOjQOO will rise up to take 
his place. 

America is on the march. Protest is in 
the hearts of the people, not against our 
Government; we are devoted to the America 
nf Washington and Lincoln, but we are 
against treason, waBte, profligacy, bureau- 
cratic arrogance, stupidity, and military de- 
feats wblcb have been tbe outgrowth of 
thort-sigbtcdness. We believe that the con- 
victions expre sse d in ***** editorial are so 
universally accepted by tbe American people, 
that if tbe congTeasional elections were to- 
day we would send to Washington a Congress 
whose majority would O. K. this statement. 

God bless you untii next month. 
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Uft/ , . FEDERAL BUBEAU OF INVEST I 
y UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

^*^Sl&^CATIONS SECTION . 
Transmit the following message to: 

Aseistant Attorney General «eadell Barge 
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OF ONE lOLLiaJj ITJraCiAL 
SECUHITTj S3ITIOK. 
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certain request* were nade concerolnn the investigation of the above captioned. 

The Field service of this Bureau has been requested to comply with 
your reque sts end a letter hae been directed to ths Secretary of the Treasury 
in order that oapiee of the Federal incone in returns Ibr Sbith for the years 
of 1?3S through 1?U aay be obtained or information as to w»3y none were filed. 

For your infamation the Detroit Office has been directed to haw 
a detailed report subcitted in this Batter not lat*r than Lnrti in. m' o_ 
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I wi«h to acknowlod£0 receipt of your 
comunlc*tion or recent date. 

Tour courtesy and lntereet In bringing 
this information to m? ettentton »r* indo^ »ppr*ci- 
•ted, and you aay bo esBured your letter will receive 
appropriate consideration. 
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John Edgar Hoorer 
Director 
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Subject is national chairman of "Committee of 
1,000,000" claiming 3,000,000 goristitutents 
and has recently organized "Theyln ner Circle" 
as nucleus of "Committee of 1,000,000." 26,400 
circulars mailed from Detroit during April, 1942, 
Incoming mailsalse voluminous. Monthly magazine 
entitled "Th«ro_ss and the Flag" started April, 
1942, by GERALD L. K. SMITH and contains various 
criticisms against administration of Federal Gov- 
ernment and persecution of the war. Editorial, 
s^CUfcife Take Our Stand," placed in Congressional rec- 
ord of 77th Congress, second session, by Represent- 
ative ROY 0. WOODRUFF. Speech by Subject in Detroit 
on April 24, 1942, summarized. In that speech Sub- 
ject announced intention to run for United States 
-Senate and to use platform as previously outlined 
; for "Committee of 1,000,000." Promised to persist- 
ently criticize constructively present adrainistra- ' 
tion of Government. Claimed that Communist agents 
were responsible for getting Attorney General BTDDLE 
to persecute Father COUGHLIN and SMITH himself. 
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I Bureau letter dated February 9, 1942. £ ^ - l l~ 

Bureau letter dated February 28, 1942. ( ; - ^ ' L > 
' Bureau letter dated April 23, 1942. 

, Teletype from Detroit Field Office to Bureau' dated 

\r t O A P ril 2 5 1 1942 (erroneously dated February-^ 5, 1942) 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan : ^ 

^^^^^^a^^^9/|l^pecial Agent ^^^^^^^Sp and Spec- 
ial Agent (A iwS^^^^S^^^^U * attended a Setij^o^he "Committee 
of 1,000,000" held atTne^EccaoeesBuilding auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, 
GERALD I. K. SMITH presided. The hall, which seated at least 350 persons, 
was completely filled and numerous persons stood throughout the meeting* 
Approximately 200 persons were turned away. 

All present were urged to sign a Petition to Congress: 

1. To outlaw the Nazi-Communist Party and to remove alien agents from the 
United States payroll. (SMI1H alleged that 2,700 Communists were in 
the employ of the Government.) 

2. To outlaw all organizations which permit the membership of subversive 
alien agents* 

3. To take whatever steps are necessary to prevent alien agents from hin- 
dering the building of an adequate national defense. 

All present were urged to sign a petition setting forth 
their opposition to involvement in foreign wars. 

Patriotic songs were sung to begin^the meeting. Two 
books by SMITH entitled^ Too Much ROOSEVELT" ajxl J^tffilo nge r s and the Threat 
ot War" were offered for sale ® Z$$ each. The text of SMITH f S last six 
radio addresses was sold for 50$. 

A document bearing and explaining the seal of the "Com- 
mittee of 1,000,000" was distributed to all. Gold pins or buttons bearing 
this seal can be purchased for a nominal sum. 

SMITH is apparently hard pressed for money to continue 
his campaign and enumerated the various expenses necessary to keep his organ- 
ization functioning. He quoted $200.00 as the cost of 15 minutes of radio 
time. He gives addresses at least once and sometimes twice a week. Each 
is fifteen minutes in length. SMITH made an appeal early in the meeting 
for contributions. The collection was made during the meeting. ' A copy of 
the envelope distributed for this purpose was secured. Later in the meet- 
ing cards were distributed and those present were asked to pledge a certain 
monthly contribution, note the amount on the card and return for filing. 

Generally speaking, SMITH is an extremely zealous Amer- 
ican patriot who does not hesitate to take issue with President ROOSEVELT 
and his actions which appear to be leading us toward war. lihile he is not 
opposed to England as a power, he is vigorously opposed to the present 
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course being followed by the Government (instituted by British propagand- 
ists) which will make it necessary for us to slaughter millions of American 
boys and go into economic bankruptcy in order to "save England." Rather, 
he urged, we should all get behind the Government of the United States, 
bend our entire efforts to development of an impregnable national defense. 
He says our program should exclude English interests and needs if they in- 
terfere with our immediate problem, that of defense for the United States. 

He 8 aid that "the Committee must continue to demonstrate 
its desire to keep out of foreign wars so that no Congressman in Washington 
will dare to take another step toward involvement." 

He alleged that the United States would have been in 
the war last January, had not the sentiment of the people been so strongly 
opposed to it. \ 

He alleged that Ambassador WILLIAM T. BULLITT had prom- 
ised England that if Germany invaded France the United States would be in 
the war within eight days, opposing Germany. . 

He impressed his audience with the fact that in order 
to pay for the cost of a war an increase in taxes would be necessitated, 
and that this increase would raise taxes to a figure where the people would 
be unable to pay. When this occurred, the u nited States would go into 
bankruptcy, revolution and general collapse. He warned that we were well 
on this road at present and placed all on notice that the big jump in taxes 
would come either this year or next, "whenever they can slip it in without 
too much publicity." 

SMITH warned that Congress was waiting only for summer 
when folks would be on vacation and too warm to object strenuously before 
taking action that would be sure to involve us in the present war. 

He berated President ROOSEVELT for designating LINDBERG 
as a "copperhead" when he was in fact a shining example of American youth 
and manhood. He charged that following LINDBERG' S visit to Germany he 
warned all of the large powers of Germany^ tremendous air force, but that 
his words were unkindly received because every country, or at least France 
and England had made numerous expenditures of an extravagant nature and 
rather than heed LIIJDBSRG »S warning they preferred to get into the war in 
order to advise their peoples that these expenditures had been made in 
building a national defense. He said that this is America's position today 
and cited many of the numerous extravagances of the Government during the 
NRA, citing also the payment of farmers to destroy their produce and then 
importing similar goods from another nation. He pointed out the course 
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this nation is presently pursuing which will eventually involve us in this 
war, unless Congress is "made" to realize that the overwhelming majority 
of American citizens desire onl? an ijnpregnable defense and are thoroughly 
opposed to fighting in order to save England. 

He also advised his listeners of a plan that is present- 
ly afoot to unite England and the ^nited States into a common democracy. 
He said that membership of this group which is known as "Union Now" runs 
high into the thousands and warned his audience to beware of such a course. 

SMITH is a former minister of the Gospel and an impress- 
ive speaker, iiany times during his talk he drew exclamations of approval 
from members of his audience who were somewhat deficient in emotional con- 
trol. Middle-class people of all ages, both sexes and colors were in at- 
tendance and were obviously and heartily in accord with SMITH and his views. 

Tickets to admit four persons were obtained by the writer 
to the next Thursday meeting of the group on liay S, 1941. SMITH said that 
at this meeting he would dwell at length on LINDBERG and his unappreciated 
service to this country, for which he is being derided by Congress and the 
British propagandists. 

A circular entitl^d^^History of the United States" was 
passed around at the above meeting. It consisted of a series of five car- 
toons : 

1. The Indian in possession of the United States with 
Uncle Sam in the background. 

2» Uncle Sam throwing the Indian over thegrecipice. 

3. Uncle Sam in possession of the United States with 
a caricature of a bearded Jew wearing a derby in the background. 

4. The caricature of the bearded Jew throwing Uncle X 
Sam off the precipice. 

5. Caricature of the bearded Jew with the symbolic 
three balls in the background in possession of the United States. 

■.. • 

On the reverse side is the following language: 
* ATTENTION PATRIOTIC AMERICANS 

"This circular is to introduj^A DIS PATCH j a militant 
organ dedicated to the dissemination of factual material dealing with the 
subversive and un-American activities of international Jewry and such other 
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forces as are at work undermining our Christian civilization. In DISPATCH , 
published every two weeks and edited by Homer H. Maerz, you will find un- 
c ens ore d news and documented data no other newspaper or periodical dare 
print. 

"The co-operation and support of every patriotic Gentile 
is earnestly solicited by the Pioneer News Service. Do your part: Send 
us 10£ for your sample copy of DISPATCH . Become one of our subscribers 
and, if possible, one of our distributors. 

"On the reverse side of the circular the Pioneer News 
Service presents a composite history of the United States in pictures. 
Should you care for additional copies of this circular and similar cartoons 
to distribute to your friends, they can be procured from the Pioneer News 
Service by sending 25$ in coins or stamps. 

"Please send to the Pioneer News Service any data or 
material that you may discover relative to any Jewish Fifth Column or sub- 
versive acts . Report all cases of Americans who have lost their employment 
to make room for Refuse Jews. If the material can be checked and documented, 
the Pioneer News Service will publish it in DISPATCH . 

BY ALL MEANS SEND YOUR DIME FOR YOUR S AMPLE COPY OF 

DISPATCH. 



ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO - 




PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
OLD POST OFFICE BOX 435 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

"This "History" cartoon is available in 100 lots at $1.00 per hundred." 

It was not known by Agents | W and J ^whether 

SMITH and his group had anything at all to do with the distribution of this 
circular; however, it was distributed by persons at the above meeting. 

On April 17, 1941, % W telephon- 

ically advised that GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke over radiSstationWJR on April 
16, 1941 1 and read what was described as a secret document obtained from the 
Communist Party. SMITH took 20 minutes to read this document which gave 
detailed instructions as to how to sabotage defense plants. Informant ex- 
plained his belief that these instructions were given in detail by broadcast 
in order, not to expose the Communists, but rather to instruct Subject's 
own adherents as to modern methods of sabotage. 
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r 22, 19a, ■■■■■ advised 
Special Agent ^ |, that she had been listening to GSRALD 

L. X. SMITH overtheraclioror^^ars and she had learned that SMITH is ex- 
tremely disrespectful of the President and hie family and refers to them 
as ROSBNVELD. Informant said that SMITH was anti-Semitic and uses as the 
theme of all his talks the fact that the present war is being fostered and 
encouraged by Jewish bankers. 

On January 19, 1942, GERALD LJC^jMITi^^^^ione d the 
Detroit Field Office and informed Special Agent ^ that ap- 

parently through a mistake an envelope containing a communication directed 
to Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States 
Department of Justice, Detroit, Michigan, from an enlisted man at Fort Be li- 
ning, ' Georgia, was included in his mail which his clerk picked up at the 
main post office that morning . It was ^ "opened b v^^^^a^e^a^oj^ w^^^ITH 1 

tr is 459 while the post office box of the De- 
troit Field Office is 211g-J^^jatter was called to the attention of 
post office inspector BP^^^^^^y who later reported to the writer that 
he was unable to f ind tnecauseofthe mistake, but that other mistakes that 
were also unexplained were made the same week end. 



other mail. 




HOOVER 




letter dat ed October 27, 1941, addressed to Director 
gave the following information: 



"Last evening, I listened to the regular Sunday broadcast of Hr. Gerald K. 
Smith and his emphasis upon the fact that his program is financed by "The 
Opc-mmittee af„£ne_.Millipn" brought to mind an incident that may be of in- 
terest to the F. B. I. 

"In October, 1935, I had a visit from an old friend—a French priest who 
for many years had been an American citizen. Nine years prior to 1°35, 
however, he had returned to France where he lived near the Italian border— 
at Cannes. During that period, of course, he made frequent visits to 
Italy and it seems he was thoroughly imbued with the facistic form of 
government. He insisted that it typified what he called "order.! 1 No 
amount of argument could convince him that it was not superior to the 
democratic form of government which he had lived under and prospered for 
many years. 



"One of the first things this man asked us was: 
this Gerald K. Smith?" 



"What do you know about 



"Keep in mind that this mil had just landed in New York from France after 
an absence of nine years— and all we knew about Gerald K. Smith at that time 
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was that he had been a henchman of Huey Long. What reason had this man, 
who had been living in retirement in France for years, to be making inquiry 
about Gerald K. Smith?" 

telephonically advised Spec- 
August 22, 19417 that he had been investigat- 1 
5 MTTH and had ascertained that SMITH 

formerly connected with the Ger- i 
communication to SMITH was mailed 




ial Agent 

ing the activities of 6ERAU) L= 
has had recent contact with 
man Embassy in Washington, 




from New York City, New York, 

•rx. j _ X _ _i XI t_l J •*- - X. til .j rtm 1 T I T 1 ah u n 

is nuuea wiat uue puuxj.^a^j.un ciiuj.kj.cu -i.xici\nutu ■■ 

for February 21, 1942, devotes 2| pages to an article entitled t^GSRSLD L. 
K. SMITH Forms 'The Inner Circle* V but this information is not being re- 
produced here inasmuch as it is believed that the Bureau is already in 
possession of this article. By letter dated February 28, 1942, the Bureau 
sent the Detroit Field Office two photostatic copies of a letter dated Jan- 
Honorable FRANK KNOX, secretary of the navy, by 

Informant therein stated that he challenged 

,0 a debate, but S1£ITH did not accept the challenge. Instead Inform- 
ant received a family tree of tv»*» pfw^"C!tn? = T = T f ami i v anA hi« cabinet cia«.si n? 
them all as Jews. 




1 



A hand-bill announcing the "Dynamic Rally" under the 
auspices of the "Committee of 1,000,000" on April 9, 1942, at Cass Tech- 
nical High School Auditorium, Detroit , Michigan , sets forth the following 
burning issues as outlined by GERALD L. K. SMITH, who wrote: 

"It is my opinion that these Burning Isaures must be 
settled if America is to develop the strength which Mac Arthur and our boys 
in the battlefield must have in order to win. 



1. The truth behind the rubber 
shortage. 

2. Why is sugar rationed? ■ 

3. Why is it that our soldiers are 
paid &21. per month while the 
private secretaries of war 
profiteers are being paid 
$40,000.00 per year. 

4. Will we permit the Communifcts to 
take our country while our boys 
are at the battlefront? 



5. What is Victory? Are we 
out to conquer the world 



6. 



Why did the Communist Party 
in New York City take a 
vow on the 24th of March 
that they propose to see 
to it that my magazine THE 
CROSS AND THE FLAG should 
be completely destroyed? 

7. Does our military collabor- 
ation with Britain compel 
us to agree with the scheme 
to take us back into the 

•n • 4- £ _1_ T> : — » n 
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8. 



Because we are military allies 
with Russia, do we have to swal- 
low Communist propaganda? 



• 10. How can patriotic Amer- 



9. 



Why did the state conference 
of the Michigan American Legion 
recommend a sensational shake-up 
in president Roosevelt : s Cabinet? 



leans be loyal to the 
war effort and disagree 
with bureaucratic poli- 
tics? 



11. Should the movie stars be 

. j. J* j.i j n 

exempt irom uie axaxu; 



12. Can we elect a Congress this 



fall that will really represent 
the will of the people concern- 
ing boondoggling, profiteering, 
waste, inefficiency and bureau- 
cratic arrogance?" 




tor for the State of Michigan and defeat the present Senator, PRENTISS M* 
BROTCN. 

A hand-bill advertising a meeting of the "Committee of 
1,000,000" on April 24, 1942, was inscribed in the margin with "Give me lib- 
erty or give me death," and read as follows s 

flT rvrily Tn + Viq v» PVis t»"1 i=> «? T? Pi-mi rrVil -? r\ <n ^n-flf 

put Gerald L. K. Smith in a concentration campl 
Sentence Charles A. Lindbergh to the Federal Penitentiary! 
Drive U. S. Senator Robert R. Reynolds from Public Life I 
Impeach and imprison Cong, Martin Dies! 

"The above quotations are just a few lines out of re- 
cent copies of the DAILY YTORKBR, the official daily paper of the Communist 
party in the United States. These quotations give you a little idea of 



"I don't need to tell you that the moment your leaders 
are killed, imprisoned or, in other ways, liquidated by this Red gang, that- 
you will be next. 

"While all loyal and patriotic Americans fight and pay 
taxes and sacrifice to protect the 'Four Freedoms 1 all over the world - it 
is up to us to guard the 'Four Freedoms' in Michigan and in America, as well. 

"On this coming Friday night . April 24 > I am going to 
expose the deep and well worked-out conspiracy which has been inaugurated 
by the Communists in America for the purpose cf liquidating and destroying 
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all patriotic and fearless leadership. 

"This meeting will be held at the Maccabees Audit- 
orium in the Maccabees Building on Woodward Avenue in Detroit* This 
will not be a public meeting and only those who have tickets, such as 
I enclose herewith, will be admitted. 

"This will be one of the most sensational and fearless 
addresses to which you have ever listened* The subject will be: 

WILL Vffi PERMIT THE REDS TO JAIL FATHER COUGLIN? 

Of course, I will discuss many other topics besides the Coutfilin issue. 

VERY SPECIAL NOTICE 

"On the 9th of April, about 1,000 leaders of the Com- 
mittee of 1,000,000 met and by written note urged me to seek the nomination 
for the United States Senate to oppose Senator Prentiss M.Brown for re-elec- 
tion. I told these people on that night that I would have to take time 
for my answer. I will give my answer to this invitation this coming Fri- 
day nigit at the Rally. 

n I enclose a ticket for you and some extra ones for 
distribution among your trusted and most reliable friends. 

Sincerely yours for God and Country, 

/s/ Gerald L. K. Smith 

GERALD L. K. SMITH, Nat'l Chairman 

"Committee of 1,000,000" 

P. 0. Box 459, Detroit, Michigan 

QLKS/U 

P. S. The State of Illinois has just held its Congressional Primaries. 
All candidates supported by the Committee of 1,000,000 won by a landslide. 
Never forget that there are millions of Americans that feel just like you 
and I about the issues of this hour. 

"Slogan - ! Christ First in America »« i 




stated that post office box 



459, Detroit, Michigan, was rented on May 9, 1939, for $7 to GERALD L. K. 
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SMITH who gave as hie home address the Detroit Leland Hotel and as hie busi- 
ness address Z( ^^^^^^^^^^^^9S^^^^^^^j^ Det^it 

formant said t^^^e^^S?e^^Se^^?^^^c^^Bceives at least 150 piec- 
es of mail matter each day in this box and that most of it comes in printed 
envelopes not bearing any return address. 

Subject has permit number 3432 for sending non-metered 
mail through the Detroit, Michigan, post office. He pays in cash at the 
rate of If far each circular letter mailed . In January, 1942, there were 
5,465 pieces mailed; in February, 1942, there were 11,076 pieces mailed; 
in March, 1942, there were 5,372 pieces mailed, and on the first day of 
April, 1942, there were 26,400 pieces mailed, payments were made by cash. 
Application has been made to the postmaster at Detroit, Michigan, to enter 
the monthly magazine, "The Cross and the Flag," as second-class matter. 
The application is still pending. The Postmaster General has requested 
the postmaster of Detroit, Michigan, to submit a copy of the May, 1942, 
edition of "The Cross and the Flag" in order to ascertain if this is prop- 
er material for a second-class permit. 

The writer visually observed that the 20th floor of 
the Industrial Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan, is presently occupied but 
there is no lettering on the doors. The building directory reflects that 
room 2002 is occupied by the Federation for Americanization of Michigan, 
Incorporated. It* was ascertained that the Industrial Bank Building is pres- 
ently operated by the Book Estate. 

The writer attended the meeting of the "Committee of 
1,000,000" held in Maccabees Auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, at 8:00 p.m. 
on April 24, 1942, and took full notes of the proceedings which are being 
retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office. At the entrance to the 
building and at the entrance to the auditorium copies of the April, 1942, 
issue of the "Cross and the Flag" were sold and two copies of this publi- 
cation are being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. Also at the entrance 
to the auditorium were distributed a reprint of the Congressional record 
of the 77th Congress, seconcl session, extension of remarks of Representative 
WOODRUFF, of Michigan, in the House of Representatives on Thursday, March 
26, 1942. The remarks of Representative WOODRUFF consist of the editorial 
of GERALD L. K. SMITH entitled "We Take our Stand" in the "Cross .and the 
Flag" for April, 1942. Two copies of this hand-bill are also being trans- 
mitted to the Bureau, A contribution envelope was also distributed which 
contained the statement, "As a believer in God and Country I desire to be 
counted among the millions who are now enlisted in a vast crusade to re- 
consecrate Americans to America." 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



DauoT^nH VrrroTHM rif r.Viri stn an Tem-nla in Pontiac. Mich— 
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igan, introduced GERALD L. K. SMITH as the speaker of the evening and short- 
ly after the meeting was opened the audience sand America. SMITH announced 
that the meeting was not an open meeting because it was originally intended 
that admission should be only by tickets whichwere distributed to the "Inner 
Circle" of about 1,000 leaders of the "Committee of 1,000,000." On the 
other hand, he stated, it was not a secret meeting because there are no se- 
cret meetings of the "Committee of 1,000,000." He said that the Communists 
have vowed that they would put Father C0UC3HLIN in jail, would banish Colonel 
CHARLES A, LINDEERG and would impeach Senator NYE, Senator REYNOLDS and 
Representative WOODRUFF. As each name was mentioned the audience shouted 
"no" in protest and also booed and made numerous remarks such as, "Kill 
the Communists." SKITH then said that we are now suffering the greatest 
danger to our liberty since the Boston Tea Party. He said that Americans 
shouljd refuse to be Hitlerized in the United States while American boys are 
licking Hitler in Berlin. He announced that the "Committee of 1,000,000 
now has 3,000,000 constituents and that he broke all records in a recent ^ 
15-minute Sunday night broadcast over radio station WJR by receiving 31,000 
fan letters. He said that the "Committee of 1,000,000" is undoubtedly the 
greatest people's movement in the United States. He said that the move- 
ment is founded upon seven basic principles which are set forth on page 2 
of the "Cross and the Flag", April, 1942, edition. In elaborating upon 
principle 1 (to re-build the spirit of America) he stated that there is 
something rotten in America when some Government of ficials are prevailed 
upon to put Father C0UGHLIN in jail and to free EARL BR0WD2R from jail. 

Principle 2 is "To wipe out to the last vestige Com- 
munism, Naziism and Fascism in all forms. (In view of the attempt now 
being- made to join us in a political union with foreign countries, we 
express our bitter objections to all such schemes to compromise the sov- 
ereignity of America, such as 'union now with Britain, 1 Federal Union, Inc., 
etc.)" In elaborating on this principle SMITH said that he has a son ap- 
proaching 19 years of age who has already had seven years of military 
training and when his time comes he will be inducted into the army to 
fight, but SHTH said that that does not mean that anyone will ever get 
him to rub his nose in the Red flag of Russia. He stated that during the 
persecution of a war he believes that military alliances are all right, 

U_ 4 m 4»4 J. -v-P 1_ J — .11 _.«+ + Ua tT_4 4- J 

States even though it is issued by a foreign country bound with the United 
States by military alliance. SMITH reproached WALTER WINCHELL for calling 
him pro-Nazi. He stated that WINCHELL forgets that SMITH openly condemns 
all foreign "isms." 

He then proceeded to praise Congressman WOODRUFF who 
favors the "Committee of 1,000,000" and incorporated the editorial, "We 
Take .our Stand," into the Congressional record. SMITH then said that he 
is all out for war, but first he wants to make sure that he is fighting 
the war for America. He then read the third principle, "To re-define 
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the American National Character." 

The fourth principle - "To instill a new spirit in Amer- 
ican youth, dedicated intellectually and physically to the maintenace of 
American institutions;" the fifth principle - "To issue a call to farmers 
and laborers to resist what is known to be an international plot to make 
them part of a world revolution;" the sixth principle - "To re-dedicate the 
citizenry of America to the family altar and to the spirit of the Church. " 

Elaborating on this sixth principle, SMITH stated that 
the Reds are persecuting Father COUGHLIN and sifTTH himself and are urging 
Attorney General BIDDLE through "New Masses," official organ of the Commun- 
ist Party, and through other mediate to put COUGHLIN and SMITH in jail. 
SMITH said that it is all rigvt with him if the authorities put him in jail 
tomorrow just so they let him speak the truth tonight. SMITH thereupon re- 

) «1 + £ MITHPD TiTT KYO ITCT T «_rU<~.~ U » M n *1 nllf.Tr 

OUJUCU 11X3 pClOUlJCLL klXbJ.bi.OUl Ul IISU->J.£tH ll-LPJU ITClJ_Uj W11UJJU 11C bCl 11B7L1 "a XWUOJ 

gutter snipe." He says that at least he can boast that his own name has 
always been SMITH (followed by boos and jeers), (directed at WALTER WINCHELL) 

SMITH never got to the seventh principle which is set 
forth in the "Cross and the Flag" as, "To secure the maintenance of a well 
defined standard of living." He then went on to what he considered the 
three issues before the American people. He read these from page 3 of the 
"Cross and the Flag" as follows: 

"1. The danger of losing the war because of boondog- 
gling and bureaucratic politicians who put their political machine above 
America." 

SMITH warned "We are now facing the danger of losing 
this war because of stupidity, bureaucracy and New Deal politics, YiTe have 
a set of men in Washington who are more concerned about the Congressional 
election this fall than they are the winning of the war. These same men 
are attempting to change our form of Government while our minds are concen- 
trated on the war." 

"2. Internationalists who are working day and nigit 
to get us to some form of world imperialistic government thus surrender- 
ing our independence and sacrificing our sovereignty.? 

"3. Communist propagandists who ere taking advantage 
of our military collaboration with Russia publicized atheistic Communism 
in American and promoting a Red revolution." 

SMITH then invited the listeners to pay careful atten- 
tion to articles which he would read without announcing their authors and 
then he would ask his audience to tell him who wrote the articles. He n 
said: "Listen carefully because I may be put in jail for reading this. 
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The first article was a caustic criticism of the present administration 
saying that the people know and accept and are taking the war seriously, 
but that confusion and inefficiency is all that the people get from cabi- 
net members PERKINS, ICKES, KNOX, STIU90N and HOPKINS. The article con- 
tinued that people are not complacent, they are merely waiting for leader- 
ship. About 15 persons in the audience guessed that this article appeared 
in the Detroit Free Press on April 6, 1942, written by UALCGL'i BINGAY. 
S?OTH then rewarded the lucky guessers with autographed copies of the April 
issue of "The Cross and the Flag." Later he remarked that he never pub- 
lished any criticism of the Government stronger than these words by MALCOLM 
BINGAY. 

He then read another artici which said that Russia is 
doing well in this war, — for Russia. The article attacked the Russians 
as being inherently selfish and advised that the United States should not 
send all its arms to Russia because it may need arms if the Russians re- 
verse their present policy again and Join Japan in its attack on the United 
States. About 25 members guessed that this article was written by WILLIAM 
RANDOLPH HURST and published in the Detroit Times. To the lucky guessers 
S>.QTH awarded autographed copies of the "Cross and the Flag" for April, 1942, 
He then commented that his audience, which he termedas having been called 
"a lunatic fringe" by some members, of the press, was merely exceptionally 
Intelligent for being able to name the authors of these articles. SMITH 
then said that if the Federal authorities are going to arrest COUGHLIN and 
himself for publishing seditious comments they would have to stop on their 
way and get BINGAY and HURST. 

SMITH then explained that criticism is the soul of 
democratic government. He said that he was not going to speak in defense 
of Father COUGHLIN because Father COUGHLIN needs no defense. He stated 
that he was merely speaking in defense of liberty. He said that he had 
many eminent Americans on his side including DAVID 17ALSH and Senator REY- - 
NQLDS. He said that many of these eminent Americans including himself 
are being subjected to a smear campaign and it is a similar campaign such 
as is characteristic of the methods used by the present administration. 
He said that HUEY LONG was smeared years before anyone knew what a smear ■ 
campaign really was and SMITH boasted that he Is -the only man alive who 
knows that the secret smear campaign against HUEY LONG was hatched not 
in Louisiana but in Washington, D. C. 

He stated that ROOSEVELT spoke to seven political 
leaders from the state of Louisiana and proposed that $100,000,000 of 
Federal funds would be spent in Louisiana within six months if he could 
have his way. SMITH then said dramatically that all but one of Louisiana's 
politicians agreed to ROOSEVELT'S proposition and he said that one who dis- 
agreed and refused to accept the proposition was GERALD L. K. SMITH. He 
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said therefore the man who was then Attorney General and other people in 
Washington know that SMITH is above intimidation and bribery. 

SMITH then said that he is entirely in favor of a Grand 
Jury investigation at this time, but he really wants three Grand Jury in- 
vestigations - one into the assassination of HUEY LONG, a second into the 
"Second Louisiana purchase" and a third into the present distribution of 
alien propaganda in the United States. He stated that if called upon 
in this third Grand Jury investigation he will reveal the secret informa- 
tion in his possession that the Communists now have a death grip on all 
war industries in Detroit, Michigan, and that if STALIN ever turns against 
the United States there will not be a single wheel turned in the industries 
of Detroit. SMITH said he would welcome an opportunity to present this 
evidence. At the time SMITH reminded his audience that it was his custom 
to take up a collection before starting his speech .and explained that he 
had not yet started his speech because everything that he had previously 
said was merely an introduction. 

SMTH. promised all contributors that they would receive 
an autographed copy of the May, 1942, edition of "The Cross and the Flag" 
and he commented that this copy would be worth $5 if the Federal authori- 
ties throw him in jail. Vihen the collection was completed SMITH picked 
up a two- page salmon-colored mimeographed article and said that this was 
his press release relating to his address tonigit and that he would be very 
careful to read from it so that the press release would be accurate. 

SMITH said that he would intersperse remarks wherever 
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costs preserve freedom of speech and the press just as England has done. 
He stated that a prerequisite is a representative government. He then ac- 
cused Senator PRENTISS M. BROWN of Michigan of failing to represent the 
people of Michigan for the last six years. He explained that at a meet- 
ing held at Cass Technical High School on April 9, 1942, the audience, 
consisting of members of the "Committee of 1,000,000," nominated nine peo- 
ple who would be desirable opponents for PRENTISS BROWN at the coming Sen- 
atorial election. SMITH stated that among the nine were LOUIS B. WARD, 
Congressman V/00DRUFF, SMITH himself and others whom he could not remember • 
SMITH stated that by the end of that meeting all but 41 of the 1,000 peo- 
ple present called upon SMITH to oppose PRENTISS BRCWN. SMITH then said 
that he is for America first in war and peace and that while he believes 
that the military alliance is a contract which must be fulfilled in time 
of war he would never consent to salute any flag but the stars and stripes. 
He then stated that he wishes there were 100 GERALD L. K. SMITHS who were 
seeking the same things in the 48 states. He said that at this time when 
the people need leadership the administration remains silent and this 
clearly shows sheer cowardice on the part of Government officials. 
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He stated that the people are accused of being indif- 
ferent to the war effort. He stated that their indifference was nothing 
new - that it was created when they watched Congress become a rubber stamp 
and when they watched the Supreme Court packed by President ROOSEVEUT. 
He said the people were also indifferent when they watched "an ailing pink," 
HARRY HOPKINS who was confined to his room because of Illness oust FARLET 
and corrupt the democratic political convention. SMITH then made a dramatic 
plea in approximately the following language: "Let the politicians take 
our money, our property, our sugar, our rubber and our sons, but please 
don ! t let them take our liberty* tt 

SMITH then said that with the Government the way it 
is mothers shouldn't be blamed for crying when their sons are inducted 
into the army. He said of course they are sad,, but underneath they know 
their sons have to fight for their country* He said that if the authori- 
ties are to cure the sadness of such a mother the best way to do it is to 
take the gold braid off the four ROOSEVELT sons who never have earned their 
commissions or anything else in life (followed by a long cheer). SMITH 
then stated that he promised his dear mother that he would never turn his 
gifts toward caking financial gain, but he said that he recently consulted 
his mother again and she told him that it was all rigit for him to run for 
the United States Senate since he was a crusader. SMITH then announced he 
was accepting the call of the people to run for the United States Senate, 
in opposition to Senator PRENTISS !£. BROWN. His announcement was followed 
by loud cheers and SMITH then conducted three hurrahs for himself. 

When he resumed his talk he displayed a copy of "The 
New Masses," official organ of the Communist Party, and showed on the cover 
what he termed a distorted picture of Father COUGHLIN and himself with an 
inscription on the cover, "Lock 'em up, Mr. BlDDI*E. n SMITH then openly 
accused the Communists of being responsible for getting Attorney General 
BIDDIE to persecute Father COUGHLIN and SMITH himself. SMITH then dis- 
played Communistic propaganda which had been circulating the United States 
for at least ten years. One hand-bill he held up showed a large red "V" 
and at the top of the "V" was the emblem of the hammer and the sickle. 
The large letter "V" was crushing beneath it caricatures of Jehovah, God 
and Jesus Christ. 

Another item of Communistic propaganda which SMITH 
displayed was a burlesque of the popular painting, The Lord's Supper, and 
showed Jesus and all the Apostles drunk. SMITH stated that the Federal 
authorities have been permitting the Communistic propaganda to circulate 
freely in the United States for more than ten years and even now there is 
no attempt to put an end to it. SMITH vowed that on the day that Father 
COUGHLIN and SMITH himself are loaded onto a train to be taken away by the 
Federal authorities, on that day there won't be a Communist paper or news 
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stand left in Anerica. He said that if Communists are powerful enougi to 
carry out their campaign to send BROffDER to Congress then he believes that 
he himself ought to go to jail. 

SMITH then announced that he would read an article ap- 
pearing in the Washington Herald concerning Supreme Court Justice FELIX 
FRANKFURTER. At the mention of Justice FRANKFURTER'S name, the audience 
emitted a long and sustained hiss and boo. At a meeting in Washington, 

D. C.j according to the article, it was urged upon Justice FRANKFURTER 
and other Government officials that the criticism of the administration 
by members of the United States Senate must be stopped and Senators be 
forced to follow the dictates of the administration. 

Next SMITH suggested that one year hence he would be 
in one of three places - first, he said he may be dead. He said this would 
be all right wih him because he would know at least that he died fighting 
for the truth. Second, he said he may be in prison. He said this was all 
rigvt, too, because he would then know at least that there were good men 
on earth like NIEMULLER (priest jailed by Hitler), COUGHLIN and SMITH . 
Third, he said he may be in the United States Senate. He said that if this 
were the case that he could guarantee the Government would not then be silent 
but that he would use every fiber of his being to bring forth the truth and 
thereby attain national unity for all the people of the United States. 
SMITH then read from the press release in his hand the following: "GERALD 
L. K. SMITH consents to run for the United States Senate tonight in a rally 
of leaders at the Maccabees Auditorium in Detroit. GERALD L. K. S^ITH, 
national chairman of the "Committee of 1,000,000", announced that a poll 
of his followers all over the United States demonstrated that they were 
99-1 in favor of his seeking the nomination for the United States Senate 
to oppose the re-election of PHENTISS K. BRCWN, junior Senator from Michi- 
gan. 1,000 picked leaders admitted by ticket only cheered to the echo the 
name of Father COUGHLIN when SMITH said during his acceptance address, 
'While our sons die all over the world on 31 battle fronts to preserve 
the four freedoms, people in America, and Michigan, including Father CHA RLES 

E. COUGHLIN, are in danger of losing their four freedoms. We must not lose 
our freedom in Michigan while fighting for freedom in China, Australia and 
North Africa. The editorial poll of the Social Justice is not the issue. 
The question is ! Has the time come when a priest in good standing can be 
imprisoned for his opinions in America? 1 If Father COUGHLIN is locked in 
jail he will become the NIEMULLER of America. Certain tyrannical bureau- 
crats in Yfeshington hate Father COUGHLIN just as Hitler hates NIEMULLER. 

SMITH announced that he would discuss his platform at 
another time, but among other things he would stand for the following: 
100% loyalty to the United States and its war effort; $100 for each soldier 
per month. He said that certainly if we can spend $72,000,000,000 for the 
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war effort and send billions of dollars for use in India, China and Russia 
we can certainly afford to give $2,000,000,000 to our soldiers* He said 
the payment would not have to be in cash, that it could be in non-negotiable 
bonds so that they would not have to beg and parade the streets as paupers 
like they did after the last war. 

An honest hearing in the Senate Committee for the Town- 
send Old Age Plan. He said this plan had never received a fair hearing. 
There was great applause after this remark inasmuch as the audience con- 
sisted almost entirely of aged persons. 

Tires for everybody. Said SMITH, "I am convinced 
that the greed of the Dutch and British rubber monopoly has something to 
do with our tire shortage. Take the rubber situation away from bureaucrats, 
international bankers and the rubber trust, turn it over to HENRY FORD and 
I am willing to wager that we'll have tires by New Year»s and not later 
than Easter. 

SMITH continued that a Government employee was so suc- 
cessful in recently creating a substitute for rubber by processing alcohol 
that he was dismissed and now has to depend upon private capital for the 
continuance of his research. SMITH then read from an unnamed expert on 
rubber testified before a Senate investigation committee that there is an 
ample rubber supply in the Western Hemisphere to meet all our needs. SMITH 
then directed an oath to LEON HENDERSON and JESSE JONES, "If we ever dis- 
cover that there aint no shortage of rubber but that the recent scare is 
just the result of bureaucrats designing a monopolistic scheme, God help 
the bureaucrats." (Followed by loud, enthusiastic shouts from the audience) 

SMITH 8 aid he favored the right of labor to organize 
and bargain collectively and has frequently made this known to labor unions 
provided they would oust Communists from their employ. He stated that he 
has always been a friend of labor and has been made an honorary member of 
numerous labor unions. He said that he favored a farm program in harmony 
with sound Americanism and in opposition to those individuals who are at- 
tempting to make Communistic guinea pigs out of the American farmers. 

SMITH stated that in 1941 the Department of Agriculture 
ordered great quantities of sugar crops to be wasted while in 1942, when 
all the world is crying to the United States for food, there will be ap- 
proximately 2,000,000 acres of wheat destroyed in 1942 in the state of 
Kansas alone. SMITH said, "I oppose unearned commissions in the Army 
and Navy for men who have not been real soldiers or taken training which 
makes them worthy of those commissions. Two of the most alarming examples 
of this abuse are the sons of our President and WALTER W DC HELL. I 



* ) 
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believe that the four sons of our President should turn in their gold 
braid and line up behind the conscription desk like the rest of our Amer- 
ican boys. It is known that WALTER V? INC HELL earns approximately one- 
half a million dollars a year while holding a commission in the United 
States Navy. Such men as WINCHELL should sacrifice their incomes and 
get into the Army and the Navy or take off their uniforms and get out of 
the Army and the Navy. He compared WINCHELL with CHARLES A. LINDBERG 
who recently was called upon by HEMRY FORD to name his own salary and 
LINDBERG replied that he wanted only $3500 a year which he would have 
earned as a colonel in the army. He also criticized General KNUDSEN for 
being awarded the rank of General with no previous experience when it took 
General MAC ARTHUR a lifetime of devotion to the military service. 

SMITH resumed reading from his press release, "My 
very campaign will be a fight for liberty. It is my conviction that cer- 
tain revengeful politicians in Washington are determined to imprison, li- 
quidate and, in other ways, persecute and eliminate all political opposi- 
tion. To so conspire against our liberty is treason. I propose to ex- 
pose such individuals and ask for their removal from the Government." 

"Outlav/ Communism. Our very war effort commits us . 
to the destruction of Naziism and Fascism in the world- Until only a 
few months ago, the Communists in America were boosting Hitler, hinder- 
ing the defense program and sabotaging our industry. Now they pose as 
patriots, merely because we are military allies with Russia. They seek 
the imprisonment of men like COUGHLIN, LINDBERGH, SENATOR REYNOLDS and my- 
self, while asking for the release of EARL BRCWBER, the Number 1 traitor 
of America. They seek to destroy the magazine of which I am the editor, 
"The Cross and the Flag," and other Christian publications, while they 
flaunt in our faces their official journals, the Daily Worker, the New 
Masses and the Russian Constitution," 

"I shall oppose all propaganda schemes being promoted 
in America which, if carried out, will destroy our independence. I am an 
isolationist who believes that after we have won this war, we should come 

Virtmo m nr? /turn Kiiqi naca firtrl AafanA rmtrt aKni^ao fin/4 T om r\rsa Amo-r«_ 

"VUV , 1 1 1 I I M.\A VU* VHil wuwa-Il^W VlAi Villi V»M , IMIU .1. «U1 Wllb nj LL» a — 

ican who will never be ashamed to put my country first in war as well as 
in peace. A military alliance with England and Russia is a contract 
which must be honorably kept, but my loyalty to that contract does not 
compel me to salute any flag except the Stars and the Stripes." 

SiCLTH continued to read from his press release the fol- 
lowing: "SMITH concluded his remarks by saying he would rather lose stand- 
ing for something, than to win standing for nothing - and the highest 
honor that could befall me durine the camnaien would be for WENDELL L. 
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WILLKIE to make a statement against me and, better still, cone into the 
State of Michigan and make a speech against me* WENDELL WILLKIE is a 
New Deal Fifth Columnist within the Republican Party. My nomination to 
the United States Senate on the Republican ticket in Michigan can well 
be construed as the repudiation of WENDELL L. WILLKIE Fifth Coluranism. 

"Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish, I give 
my hand and my heart to this case and, 'Give me Liberty or give me Death. 1 " 

At the conclusion of SMITH'S speech Reverend M2RI0N 
suggested that the campaign slogan should be "Mr. SMITH goes to Washing- 
ton ." Whereupon Mr. SMITH took up another collection to finance his po- 
litical campaign and said that every contributor would be made a member 
of the GERALD L. K. SKIW Campaign Committee. SMITH also encouraged the 
audience to circulate nominating petitions and to solicit further contri- 
butions for his political campaign. He then proposed that a huge mass 
meeting of the "Committee of 1,000,000" be held at the Olympia on a day 
to be designated as General Mac ARTHUR Day at the suggestion of Congress- 
man WOODRUFF and that Father C0UGHLIN be invited to speak at that assembly 
on any subject that is nearest his heart. This suggestion was very accept- 
able to the audience. After the collection and the other details were com- 
pleted, SMITH encouraged the audience to aid the war effort of the United 
States with all their ability and he condemned anybody who interferes with 
the war effort as a traitor to his country. This was followed by ten sec- 
onds of silent prayer for the boys fighting for the United States. 



ENCLOSURES 

TO THE BUREAU : 

Two copies of "The Cross and the Elag" for April, 1942. 

One copy^of press release dated April 24, 1942, at De- 
troit, Michigan, entitle>ffiCTlAIg_j.. _K. SMITH Con sents to Run for the 
United States Senate." / " — \" 

Two copies of Congressional record, 77th Congress, sec- 
ond session, extension of remarks of Honorable ROY O. WOODRUFF of Michigan 
in the House of Representatives on Thursday, March 26, 1942, entit led/ "W ttT 
Take our Stand," editorial by GERALD L. K. SMITH. r 



One copy Ant i- Jewish hand-bill entitled, "History of 

the United States." 

One copy of bulletin entitled, "Too Much ROOSEVELT" 
by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 

- 18 - 
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One copy of bulletin entitled, "War Mongers and 
the Threat of Uar," by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
PSI A portfolio of speeches by GERALD L. K. SMITH de- 

0^ livered over radio etaUon WJR prior to April 27, 19U^ 

] One copy of bulletin entitle^fiD angerous E nemies^ 

\ by GERALD L. K* SMITH, 



mm 



I 



■ Two copies of mimeographed four-page letter «*^led, 

"Thfciivered Speech," dated at Detroit, Uichiga*. January 24, 1942,. 
signed" by GEHAID L. K. SMITH. 



-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



mi ORIGANS F1SU) DIVISION 

At New Orleans, Louisiana ; ffill ascertain background 
and activities of GERALD L* K* SMITH who is said to have been a body guard 
and close friend of HUE! LONG, with particular reference to any activities 
which may have been in concert with present enemies of the United States. 



DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 




.ivities of Subject. 





interview 

concerning further information about Subject's use 



Will obtain transcripts of radio speeches mde by Sub- 
ject over radio station WJR Detroit, Michigan, since December 7, 1941, 

waI 1 e v>b v%<? /-.*»■? w»+ *» a-/* all -Mn/4-?A av^aa/vKaa + ./% Via mb/Ia •? m + Via m*& 

Will obtain information concerning financial transac- 
tions in which Subject may be involved, especially those indicating the re- 
ceipt of money from un-American sources. 



-PENDING- 



i 





ma 



•0 ./ 




V- -id* 



may 9, 1943 




Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



ALL INFORMATION CO»£D 

HEREIN IE UM2LASS!FiED 

DATE akife BY ^W^- 



■<X*UlTTffi OF 1,000,000* 
S1DITDK 



>7 




Dmt Sir i 

Reference Is Bide to the report of Special Agent 
Detroit, Klchlgen, dated April 27, 1942, In the above «U 

It ie noted from * review of this report that practically the »tlw 
details were tata* op with recording speeches made ly subject end litersturs 
dieeealneted at mA^i of hie group. Practically no Information is oonteinw 
In thii report concerning subject' e background during his reeidence In Detroit, 
and no information whatever 1* eet forth concerning his financial atatua al- 
though it la noted that a lead was eet ibrth to obtain thie information. 

It la ay deal re that the Investigation of thie utter proceed withou 
interruption end that during the oourae of the Investigation an effort should 
cade to obtain credit report*, together with data ooooorning the organiaationi 
records of hla Owittee. every effort ehould be Bade to locete«d aacure ti 
recorda of the printer of eubJecVa literature and, if deeded advisable, the 
printer ehould be interviewed to determine if the printed articles are true r 
productions of the material submitted to the printer. It is important to asc 
tain whether or not sutjoot endeavore to reach a particular stratum of aoclet 
or a particular group euch aa persona engaged in national defence lnduatriee, 
Tti« Wiry should also seek to establish whether subject has mede any apeci 
effort to distribute his material among members of the aramd forces or pereoni 
TolBO fle*4ag obligations under the Selective Training and Service Act. 

Mr, E. A. Tamm 

%Ln you here previously been adrieed, tbeJJepertment ^"f^*' 
itfebe 



Mr 




Mr. C«raon_5g^ 

Mr. Coffey ^ 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Holloman 
Mr . McGni re 



•Mr. QuinnTamm 

[Mr. Nea«e_ 
> II 88 Gaudy. 
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1 U.S. DtPAHTHENT OF JUSTICE 



John Ed&ar Hoover 
Director 



ill 



) 





< 





i-. DLTKOIT Mil* * 

^w*iBg of *n* Ooat* «^1^of one Billions V £Sj 

^ass fcchaioal Hi£h 4<jhvSl, V9/42 at ^ r/ T ^* 

••oo *•»• > v \ 



\" ... 



4bout mm hundred people attended thla Meting. After a fleJy^ 
•pee eh by O orald L*K. Saath the nominations were epened for eaid- 
Uatat fer U.S. Senator in the District in which Prentie Jsrown ^ 
the Incumbent. 1 * r > S 

Purine Smith's epoeeh the audlenoe booed dTcrytimo Tree. RooecTelt 1 
name was mentioned. 

At the Toting 40 Totes vere dlatrlbuted amongst six other Candida tee, 
inoluding R»p- Clare lHoffmany 450 to tea for Smith with about 200 
refraining from to ting* 

After the ape eon and nominations Smith announced as a part of his 
progr«a « eem^d thai erery soldier and sailor be paid f 100. 00 per 
month.* " - , ^"'V-' ^ 

v,» J ----*-«-" l fv..-^ 

Smith Is now putting out ■ The Gross and tk# JZej 1 which is"£»©»tW2 

mafcaalna the.t 4a * »\* 4 _ t*>»4 + 4 >\. j^.* mnlet. 



The eomaunists now demand that his head fall and the Ker Masses issue 
April 14, 1942 in its front page carried a picture of Smith and Cour' 
with the caption, " Lock them up Mr. BiddXe". 

■mlth i a walking a dangerous road and may bo locked up or suppress 



5 - l ii:cKEM 



rr ; -7-~ — 



i > ; :..u 



JCA^ HOOVER 




RPKlTD 

11:00 A.M. 



J 



i.'-*i'.ij;J Bureau of InufStfgatton 
Uuitrfc £tatrs Drpartmrnt of Sustirr 
Washington, D. CL 
April 29, I9li2 



Mr. T*l 



Mr. tMB, 
Mr. 



Mr. Nlckato 
Mr. Tr«jr 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR 

o 

Rat Gerald L. K. Smith 



■r. Cvllty 



■r. Ntlki 
Mr. *•!■» 



SA 

that a letter 



f 1 ^ 



v. y 




out along the lines suggested and toadvise the Bureau. 

Respectfully, 



aii mmm mm 

mm. 6 \%mm 

DA TE ^ B Y a&jgg *^ 




R. P. Kramer 



11 COP? ] 

COPIES DESTROYED 



ILE 



FEDERAL OF INVESTIGATION 



IS MAY ' 1 1942 



U. S. DSrltfTtfEiiT Or JUSTICE 
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Jlrfcrral Bttresw of Inurrtisattet 
ttnittfc fctatw Bepartment of Iiutfre 



Call Received: 
Dictated: 



April 28, 1942 
12s 30 P.M. 
12t45 P.M. 

iraucmAwnnu F Qft MR. LAPP 

_ a 



Re: 



Sedition 




■r. Halt 



SA 





Icalled from Detroit at this time and 
requested th ai appdWal be secured and given that office for the 
placing of technical surveillances on the folloying telephones. 
le pointed out that these are the ^J™,*-. 

identified to date as oemg usw* pn«u.i4w*** ~w w — - 

group. 

Clifford 1582 : This is_an unlisted pay station phone 
in the name off Barn 

Detroit, lUchiganT^Dqpfe is believe^o 

positive or fully idCentified as yet. 

i -t «f.Afl telephone 
Ranaoipn V54v: imo j-o » — * 

and is in the name of >• JJamod at the same address as 
the above, this being Bath's office. It should be noted 
that the nmeWmm^ indicated here is merely a reversal 
of the lettersTnTKe name %**n n for nhich the telephone 
above is registered. 

I advised SAflBhe irould be appropriately .instructed 
by the Bureau in this matter. 

Respectfully, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE 2 W&m , , ^ 
BATE__^MY=^^ ^ 




KDESD 








FEDLPAL WO 


. on.Y'FSTIGATION" 


15 MAY 


2 1§42 


U. S. DLw-Si 










4 — „ 







a.. A. 



HUtok 



In connection with oar investigation of Gerald U t 
faith of Detroit, Hichlgen who, 70a *iU recall, has bean vary 
active in the Coaaittee of One Million no well aa in The Inner 
Clrclo, 1 believe it is highly detlrmble to establish technical 
•urveUlances on telephones Clifford 1502 and Bandolph 9547 in 
Detroit, Ittchigen. I belier. that through the establishment of 
these sttrrsillanoee we will deriTe auch valuable information 
concerning SaitMs seditious activities. TJi© first of the 
sXoreaeutioned telephones la an anils ted pay station telephone 
In the nana of BerjSfcrd Lomua, 2006 Industrial fenk BullUinc. 
Detroit, Ittchit^rDqgan is believed to be £s*U'e%rect 



^!i^M^ ^W n ]^ Th# ••«?5d telephone is a regularly 



listed 

2006 Industrial Bank Building, and which is Smith's office It 
iLfigHflfff*** — ? ***** ladicaUd hare Is nerely a 



a w,? 1 ^ 1 * f** 0 ****" 1 * 1 thst you give your early approval for 
tha eetabliahnent of these technical surveillances. 



Respectfully, 




rills Lggtf* 

, ^ DATE ikihJS&teP? 





{ j 




klb 



April 23. 1912 



PERSONAL ATTHXITOn 



r*\ i tot d 



Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Irtchigan 



All IKFOteS ciiiu:,^ 

HEREiK IS mUSMM l Pi 



Ret Gerald U K. ftnith; Conrdttee c fiD£ ^ 

_ c 5 



of One Million j Internal 
Security; Sedition, 



■J 



DftAi- Sir » 



vvJi 



~/1 



It is desired that all issues of the publication, "The Cross 
and the Has", which is edited by the subject, be obtained and forwarded 
to the Bureau in order that the s&~e nay be nade available to the 

Criminal Division of the DeparxEcat* 

Tour attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 

dated Kay 20, at Detroit, Ktcliigan, relating to Sr-ith, herein 

it is 1 mentioned that a copy of an article appearing in the September, I$k0 
issue of the "13.chigan Democrat 1 * entitled, •An Expose of Gerald L. fc» Scitn* 
by Edward L. Marshall and on Paces 7 and 6 of this report that &±it is the 
author of two pacphlets entitled, "Dangerous Lnensies" and "Too KUcfc Itattse- 
Telt B , and that a copy of the first leentioned panphlet is in the fUas of \ 

ik. rw* 4. f\ff* » A T* 4 m il a »4Mrl 4>V>«4- Mr>4 »,m ftf 4*>\* a^t^am t.Vw fvn 7 

panpiilets be subnitted to the Bureau so that the sane cay be nade srailab}* 
to the CriEinal Division of the Department which has requested copies. * 




the sane, 



J^'f,..: i J.:-. 



>lgnn 

. A. Tamm 

legg 

lavin_ 

add 

icbola. 

ios en 

*racy 

■ a r 8 o d 



IP 



S 



Tour attention is directed to a report in "The! jtbur#; f Ro*22&| 
dated February 21, l°li2, which contains information to the effect «at 



r 



^_ith nakes weekly radio broadcasts over station SJR, in fietreft, Kicfcitan * 
and t hat these speeches are periodically rebroad cast over st ation sDL, la r 



has-ang^on. 



It is desired that transcripts of Salter**- 



i « s ra£i e 'g» ooc 3ee~&ir - - 



-ace. 



December 7, 3?U, be obtained, if possible, so the" saris sW^C/l^fr^eA-'IbN 
able to the Crf rinal TMvf.^m. 



cGuire._ 
ol loman 
endoD 



"to- 



il in? Tamm 



etie_ 

landy_ 



1$ is also desired thatjflfpy oh$ai& transcript 
BTany iutLeoM^tt&OftS ^CeeGNie to be made by Ssath r sJie f&rfcar^the s*r:e 
fgr re^g^tajj tc the. Criminal ^4<R TARTit : £ . T G - A T< ^ J 

- z^L^y-^ — ■ — 



■ Li-* 



v. a. etf*ii«iKi or Risnct 



(f 



The Bureau hu received information that &dth it to address 1 
a rally at Detroit/ liichi^an on the night of April 2h 9 1$>12 end the 
•ubject of hit rally will be ««ill ffe Penult the Reds to Jail Father 
Coucxilin?" It it desired that you hare appropriate witnesses present 
at t-is meeting who will be competent to testify in the event Snith 
makes any seditious statements during the course of this meeting* 

It Is also desired that an appropriate coverage be Bade of 
all future neetings held by £taith» 

The Washington Field Office is requested to make inquiry at radio 
ttation KOL, Washington, D. C, for the purpose of obtaining transcripts of 
any radio talks delivered by Soith since December 7, I9hl, which have 
allegedly been rebroadcast over the facilities of Station HOh m % 

i 

The Bureau will not tolerate a further delay in this natter, and 
a report must be submitted not later than April 27, 19h2 m / 

Very truly yours. 



, John Edgar Hoover 

/ Director 

j 

CC - Washington, D« C* 



1 " 



liberal Vurrau of fnvrstiojition 
MniUb ttatra Brpartmrnt of Justirr 

^058 U. S. Court House 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
April 23, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirt 



Enclosed are additional unaltered 
reports received froi ^mm^P whose J>y Q 

identity is known to the Bureau. 

You will be furnished with any further 
material received from this source. 



JFSirod. 



Very truly yours 



. S 





Special Xgent in Charge 



Encs 




EiX IS HXCUBS 
DATE— sfiijL 




ft 



* tDFHAL BUREAU Or IWYiiSTlGMlQ. 

9 APR 29 1942 

U, S. LitrMHVi.civ'i i/t : muSU CE 



if 




|P^ v - v r^eting of the ^Committee of One Mill ion" held at 
* \ass fiei^t 1 Elgh School on March 9t? *iiere were approximately 
hundred V^ple in attendance, ^ 

Gerald L.Kf^mifh made a fiery speech, during which the / 
audience booed every time President Roosevelt's name was mentioned. 

Nominations were opened for candidates for TJnitedStates 
Senator in ttie District, in which PrentisTBrown jis the incumbent. 
Forty votes were distributed amongst six other candidates includ- 
ing Representative Clarerfeoffman. 450 votes were cast for Smith 
and about 200 did not vote. 

Smith announed as part of his program a demand that * 
every soldier and sailor be paid $100.00 per month. Smith is now" 
putting out a monthly magazine "ThcQcross and the Flag", which is 
Anti-British, Anti-flew Deal and Anti- Communist. 

The Communists are demanding that Smyrn's head fall, and 
the front page of the Communist publication IplTew Masses", issue of 
April 14th, 1942, carries a picture of Smith and Couglin with the * 
caption, "Lock them up, Mr. Biddle". Smith Is walking a dangerous 
road. 



bDERAL B'JRfAU CF l"V£S 1 IGAHO' 

9 /'.!■': 29 1942 
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U. £ 'j 



ICE 



ICE 1 

±3 



wtcrz 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



_/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemptions ) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Q Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



^ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



(cLS 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



O For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
&N0 DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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Special Agent In Charge 



May 18, 1942 

ALL INF01O0N CONTAINED 
HERBK IS ^CLASSIFIED 



Detroit, m«M»i 



njirr 

unit 



- Is- 



Rat GERALD L. K. 8UITH 
8EDITI0R 



Dear Sirx 




There art transmitted herewith photostatic copiaa 
of the incowe tax return filed by the above-nans d subject for 
the years 1939 »nd 1940. 

In Making these returns available to the Bureau, the 
Treasury Department advised that It has been found necessary to 
ccnsunlcate with the Collector of Internal Revenue, Detroit, 
Michigan, with respect to the Income tax returns of subject for 
tha years 1932 and 1941, and that upon receipt of a reply, the 
data would be made available to this Bureau. 

tilth reference to ay letter directed to you under date 
of Hay 6, 1942, I axoact mn earlv r«n1v outlining the results , 
of the Interview with g ■ J? 7 

As was previously called to your attention, the 
Department is greatly Interested in this particular investigation 
and it Is ay desire that the investigation in this natter proceed 
without Interruption In your office, and that a report reflecting 
investigations be submitted at least once every three weeks* 

Very truly yours, 
Jo^J%ar Hoover f 




J^r3oW 



Mr. McGuirt 
Mr. Qui do Tmtnm 
Mr . N« »»• 
MiiiG»ndj_ 




ALL (NFORPTION RnNTAINFn 



'WIS ■ • IIJII 



Ml IS ^CLASSIFIED 



w 6, 1942 DATF q/ag/n B Y^&gqK 



AIR MAIL 

SPECIAL BBLTVEf 




Special a pent- in Q*** 
Detroit, Uiohican 



Soar Sir » 



D 

RE I GOULD L. K. SUITE 



li x 




Thia will confirm the telephone convers ation this evening beti 
Mr, J. K. Ifuaford of the Bureau and Special acentfl Bof your office i 

concerning the interview reportedly planned by agent* ox your office with ° '~ 

Detroit, Michigan* 



It wll^exjcaAled thia man, J 




ia supposed to hate furnished 



information 

effect that he had affiliated himself with Smith for the purpose of il&rbpiz the 
Communists but had withdrawn subsequently when he became of the opinion Smith 'e 
orcaniaation woe acre detrlaental to thia country. 



(A 



U2. 



± am anacnuig nerewitti a pnotostallccopy of a chart and a oppy of 
each o^wom^oranda reportedly prepared by fl Bbased on information fuzfclshed 
hla ^ Iconceraing the actlvitlee of sSlth. These are made available by, 

to you tor y oTf^onf ide ntlal information and the guidance of your agentt in^ 
interviewing B Bif euch an interview can be effected. 

" % 
Tou will note that the attached material alienee that Smith la 
financed by and connected with the I. 0. Farben lntereate of Oeraany, Henry 
and Edsel Ford, and eeveral othe^prooinent individual* including ones holding \ n 

""" pmpily called to the Bureau's at 



tion before further action la taken*; 




ed TXZ&i them, by your office* 



GWvia. 



f 

r 

• ndoa 



Very truly yours 



•V: -///. S^^,; 



• Uomii. 



una j ^fff* i. > 



COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION 
MAILED 4 

„ * MAY 7 1942 P M. 

ay 

UDUH BUREAU OF WVLSIIGMfW 



£S51oauj»s 



- . . _ IllAll^f 



^1 </3$/g-{,t 

' : "QATIPN 



John Edear JloSJWAL BUREA 

iviat »</ )942 







Date; 
To: 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 



On May 1, 1942 you authorized the establishment of 
technical surveillances to cover the office telephones of 
Gerald L. K. Smith of Detroit, Michigan, who has been Involved 
in seditious activities in connection with The Inner Circle 
and The Committee of One Million. The Special Agent in Charge 
at Detroit, Michigan has now advised that he considers it 
essential that we also include coverage of Smith's residence, 
telephone Fitzroy 826-4, which is located at 1753 Seyburn 
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan. This procedure is considered 
necessary if we are to have complete information as to Smith's 
activities and contacts. 

I, therefore, recommend that you approve the extension 
of our present coverage to include Smith's residence telephone. 

Respectfully, 




•jj>hn Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERE:! \i mmrn 

DATE BY**fl»a^ 



ff-03 



(1 



JOHN EDfV R HOOVER 




ECF:MLC 




i 

Mshsml Surest* of fttrorsti&^Uum 
firtitrfc #tats* department of lurtfre 

May 16, 1942 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LAPP 
Res Gerald L. K. Smith 

Call: 9:45 a.m. 
Dictated: 10:25 a.m. 

SAC Bugas of Detroit advised that the technical (ft t ffl^Vffl* 
surveillance which had been authorized by the Attorney General^A^j5A/« 
on May 1, 1942 had been installed at noon Hay 15, 1942 to covdf- 
the two office tel^nhones of this subject. Th^M.nes now covered 
'are Randolph 9547 Bp and Clifford 1582 J ■ The surveil- 
lance is covered b^he plant in the Union Guardian Trust 
Building. 

Mr. Bugas further advised that he considers it essential 
that we extend our coverage to include Smith's residence at 1753 
Seyburn Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, at which location the telephone 
is Pltzroy 8264. This phone is listed t o E. N. Smith, and if 
covered will be designated by the symbol ^///^ ^IjP 

ACTION: Mr. Bugas was advised that this. matter would be 
referred to the Attorney General for the necessary authority to 
extend our coverage. A memorandum requesting the Attorney General's 
approval for this procedure is attached hereto. 




Respectfully, 




E/ G. Fitch 
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XfAR HOOVDt 





9*2t*ral Bureau of Itttiert « — 
ttnttto ft^^nmrtmnrt of Jiwtto 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM 



Mr. Mctalr* 



ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v >v V w 

Jim Rowe of the Department called and asked me to drop^by 
office. He stated that, in connection with the investigation of Ge« 
sedition, he had received information some six u&! 
Jan investigator for the Tolan Committee, that 
% knew the whole picture with reference to Gera^-^~, 
had Just gotten in with Smith for the purpose of fighting the 
JommunTSTs and then ha^gun^^^y^^y^j^ worse ***** the 
Communist activities. ^ggSSSSwSffeSBfSSiiSBi^^K 

Rowe stated that^HH^as in the past stated that he would 
not talk to the FBI. HoweverTlSl^ 3 apparently now go^n ^m in the 
mood to talk to the Bureau AgenTsand he allegedly is to be interviewed 
in the next few days by the Detroit Office. 

Mr Rowe furnished me with th e attached chart and memorandum 
which had been prepared for him bySgg based on information ffn^f; *° 
wnicn AJW^iBj^^Hi,, of Smith. It is noted from 

r^atlBiSSrlai thatlglllB 01 ^ 8 that f"* ^JTZL^t. 
connected with the I. G JFarben Company, Henry and Ed sell Ford, Senators 

^eeler'.tNye;] Reynolds/ and other prominent individuals. c efi4 ^g 

■ U "" ) Rowe stated that he wanted the ^^^^o^S^^SSTS^ 

t hat the Detroi t Office would have the bac^^d^t fo e time they talk 



Copies of the material furnished by Rowe ^^7W^^~J^r^T~ 
personally returning the original memorandum and original penciled chart 

to him. 



\ H A • 4 ' ~ 



Respectfully, 




D. M. Ladd 




9 MAY P 

U. S. Wrft ii 



^AV ko'RECD 
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^EOtrMTBUBEAU OF INVlb I 

10 MAY 20 1M2 



?MftV27%. 



IJLf 




4^ 



MAY 2 0 RECD 




J .Edgar Hoover f - - 

Dear Sir- 

O 

Hhy is Gerald K.Smith allowed on the air? Ttoet are 
we Bfr- id of ? rhy permit him -o encourage disloyelty. 
The Ptthlic is getting tired of this east Ft tittle 
towards knovm, traitors. 

Yours truly 
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Special A^ent In Charge 
Detroit, Uichlgan 



Rat QEHALD L. U SUItB 
SB&ITXCU 



Dear Slri 



Reference is made to Bureau latter dated Kay 16, 
1942, which enclosed photostatic copies of the incoae tax 
returns filed by the above subject for the /ears 1939 and 
1940. 

There are tre-iscitted herewith photostatic 
copies of the income tax return filed by the above-naaed 
subject for the year 1941 > which return was recently 
&ade available to the Bureau by the Treasury Department. 
The 193& return for this individual will be Bade available 
to your office in the near future. 

It is believed desirable that the pertinent 
information appearing on the ineone tax returns su bed. tied 
to your office in this natter be set forth in the next 
report subsiittod by your office so that this information 
will be available to the Criminal Division of the Department 
in reviewing this matter. 



Mr. T«U»»_ 
Mr. K. A. T»i 

Mr. Clan 

Mr. OUvl»_ 

Mr. L»ii 

Mr. NUUli, 

Mr. K*i» 

Mr. TrMj, 

Mr. C*riaa_ 

Mr, C*f f 97 

Mr. H.Bd»» 
Mr. H»Moiu* 
Mr. McOsIr* 



Very truly your*. 



John Rdgar Hoover 
Director 




* 11 all ot mwicWl IKfOCTN CONTAINED > 

HEREIN IS UNCUkSSIflED ^ . 



tnnu Austin nt ikuuii?if ia . 



Mr. QviDB Tidb 

Mr. N.a»» 

MiitOaady 




»- : .-,8 ^ 
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Weber al Bureau of I nurstf Ration 

Bnttrn §tatrs Srpartmrnt of Buatirr 
Detroit * Michigan 
ttay 22, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Res GERALD LYtfAN KENNETH SMI 
INTERNAL S3CUBITT, 
SEDITION. 



Dear Sir: 



Michigan, 
interviewe 





SMITH, told agent fl 
Workers League' anc^S 



'of Detroit, / 

_-_ Det r °it f Michigan, while being j 

^® nt I §f with regard to GERALD L« &• | 

in cpn^HeTcSTna^the activities of the National 
L. K. SMITH were being investigated directly by 




the Department of Justice through two assistants to the Attorney General. 

These assistants whose names may be Mr* AARONSCN and Mr # RETTMAN Lo£ 

were contacting informants and collecting propaganda and minutes of speeches ^ 
in connection with GERALD L* K. SMITH and the National Workers League. 

^_ [further stated in confidence that WALTER WINCHEIL'S 

remark of May 17, iyC, that ^LDERUAN of the National Workers League 

had been indicted for sedition was\>remature; in fact, ALDERMAN and other 
officials of the National Workers League would be indicted for sedition In 
the near future because an assistant to the Attorney General was then inter- 
viewing witnesses in Detroit, Michigan; 

The above information is being transmitted for your personal 
attention inasmuch as it indicates that there is some duplication of effort 
involved when agents of the Bureau and assistants to the Attorney General 
are investigating identical subjects independently* 



/ 



cc: 65-258. L a 

<> V \ 

J 




. Very truly yours. 

/ JOHN S. BOG AS . 

/ ^Special ^enV^i pharge^J <fg ,f f _ 

"7' F Fv^ -^Toil 
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£r ft era I fiureau of InuroHaatinn 

ISnttrb &tatr» Srpartmrnl of Juotirc 

Detroit - Michigan 
May 22, 1949-^ 

AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. A. Tirnm 

Mr- C(m 

Mr. Glmna 

Mr. Lndd 

Mr. ftTicaaia 

Mr. E: JEeiJ 

Mr. Ttxcj 

Mr 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Ecndoc 

Mr. 

Mr. KrCsJr, 

Mr. Qoi^-Tiunn . 

Mr. K cane _ 

Mis* C**S7 

FiJn... 



Re: GERALD LYliAN KENNETH SMITH; 
INTERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION. 



Dear Sir: 



Sating 



to your letter dated April 6, 1942, please 
been interviewed by Special 
indicated that he 
Teh would establish 




be advised 
Agents 

had a wL _ _ .. . „ — - . w 

the connection between SMITH and other Nazi agents in the United States in- 
eluding GERALD WINROD, CHARLES B. HUDSON, WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY, as well as 
numerous prominent industrialists in the automobile and steel industries 
including HENRY and EDSEL FO RD. ERNEST TENER WEIR, PEW of Sun Oil Company, 
and E. J. KULAS. «^^^^Sadded that he had a suitcase full of documentary 

(^evidence which coa^^RtabRsh these connections. However, he said he was 
reluctant to submit any information because he needed a Job and the expose 
which would involvesuchpowerful men as HENRY FORD would result in a virtual 
catastrophe forfl B himself • 



because most oT the 
GERALD SMITH himself. 




also said 
'ormation he 



that he was fearful of his personal safetyj 
had was not known to a ny o n e olo e except — - 

iem ' " ' " 




m 2 g ppCD COPIES DESTROYED 
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Letter to the Director 
dated May 22, 1942 



Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
INTERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION. 



hi 



In concluding, SMITH fl | that the Federal author!- 

ties would never prosecute him becauaenena^Lo^micl^gainet the adminis- i 
tration relative to the assassination of HUEY LONG. J^^^J was »till re- 
^uctan^ to ^ve^ny vital information concerning SMlffl^Heasked agente 
and« mto get me toarrange an audience for him with BIDDLE or 
;oionei HldBi^i spoke to fl I for approximately half an hour trying 

to convince him of the advisaD^H^oi imparting his information to_ agents 
of the Bureau rather than awaiting subpoena before a Grand Jury, 
wanted me to give my approval to his resuming his position with S] 
advised him that I was in no position to approve or disapprove such a move* 



to agente 



made it clear to me that he wanted the "protection" 
Jureau before he~would risk his bodily safety and business future* 



reconEacTed by agenfl ■ At that tlmea| ■ said that he was still 

unwilling to impart TnTc^SEion concerning sH^^ecause he had too much at 
stake. When agent fl ■ pointed out the possibility of a subpoena that 
would require him I^LesTiry before a Grand Jury, he then said that he knew 
practically nothing about SMITH, and anybody that tried to say he knew much 
about SMITH was misrepresenting facts* 



The above inf ormaticnis submitted for your personal informa- 
tion in view of the fact that j jjjjj pjj jS may be considered an important wit- 
ness in anyaction that may beTrw^nffagainst SMITH. However, it is pointed 
out thatB M has always earned his living by engaging in promotion 

schemes affl^n^^Ske. His manner is extremely evasive. His credit record 
is poor. It is my opinion that he is trying to capitalize on his information 
for personal profit and will not cooperate with the Bureau unless he is assured 
that it will be worth his while* 

You may be assured t hat further attempts will be made to 
obtain information from ^^ SC^j^Bf but no promises of any sort will be extended 
to him in the absence o^^P?c^^£""authority. ^_ 

Very truly yours, 

fLy 5?^ 

7WI yCT'< 




hi 



/ I JOHN S. BUGAS 

Special Agent Charga^ 
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Mr. Tolion 
Mr. E.A . T 

Mr: tfiVboi 

Mr. Roteo. 
Mr. Tracy. 
Mr. C»'rioi 
Mr. Coff« 



jo «n ^ Mr B6Uo 

v < 'i 1 1 /ft f ^. Mr. McGu: 

Mr. Quint 



0Mh J* ^ (nwc Mr.Nem 
" Miti 





TODAY ANNOUNCED HIS uaN1UUAV,i rw n , vC r 

W MflS«U CAMPAIGN AS A CHAMPION OF FR. .CHARLES E.^ 

couSffl IS™? fouR-poini r putform «w W..^ m 

HONEST^ HEARING IN THE SENATE FOR THE TOWNSEND PUN, 



EVERYB0DY.- 4/25 __ E - 952A 
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No. 1 



THIE CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



DETROIT file no. 62-1126 



retort mam at 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN y 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD TOR 
S \ WHICH MAN 

5/23/42 i/29;5/l,6,12, 

\ jt . (v Ti. or\ on 


REPORT MADE IV 






, y - ; ^i^i-f 

Tr ™ CHANGED: y^N * 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETh SMITH also known ao Gerald, 
L. K. Smith; THE 'COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 


CHARACTER Or CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY ; 
SEDITION. 


i?7f 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



H 
fa. 

n 



e 

re 



copies rriHovp 



Report of Special Agent 
dated April 27, 1942, at 




Adverse publicity given Subject 07 Chicago 
and Detroit newspapers. Subject obtains 
principal financial support from audiences, 
radio listeners, and industrialists in cash 
and keeps no records* Radio broadcasts over 
station WJR, Detroit, Michigan, by transcrip- 
tion paid by checkaii^nameo^jife and man- 
ager. Examination^ J reveals 
no other eignificariT^HformSBnv Subject 
born Wisconsin 1898; was minister in Wiscon- 
sin and Shreveport, Louisiana* Became asso- 
ciate of HUET LONG. Active in "Share the 
Wealth" movement, Town send Old Age Pension 
Plan, and isolation, non-intervention groups 
prior to war* Subject publicly regretted 
dissolution of America First Committee* Re- 
ceives support from Mothers of United States 
of America* Second number of "The Cross and 
the Flag" issued May, 1942, through new 
printer who is suspected of being pro-Hasi* 
Subject 1 s credit record poor* Copies of 
Subject's radio broadcasts submitted* 

- P - 




WW 

W 



Letter from the Bureau to the Detroit Office 
ated May 9, 1942. 

PO MOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



-61 



- Bureau (AMASD) 
2 - Cleveland 
2 - New Orleans 

2 - New York 

3 - Detroit 



S3 y y/ff-77 





DETAILS: Tbe title has been changed to reflect the full name of 

Subject* 

At Detroit. Michigan * / . 

By letter dated May 2, 1942, the Chicago Field Office 1 
transmitted to the Detroit Field Office a clipping froa the Chicago Sun dated . 
April 27, 1942, giving Subjeot adverse publicity as a preacher of disunity, 
distrust, and defeat! sou A similar article appeared in the Detroit Sunday 
News of May 3, 1942* These articles contained little material of evidentiary 
value but the following excerpts were relevant to this investigations 

SMITH was born in Pardeeville, Wisconsin February 27, 
1898 to a Christian minister and his wife. He was educated at Butler Univer- 
sity School of Religion at Indianapolis, Indiana and Valparaiso University, 
Indiana* SMITH himself became a minister in Footville, Wisconsin and Indian- 
apolis, Indiana before he went to Shreveport, Louisiana, While preaching in 
church in Shreveport, Louisiana, SMITH became acquainted with h*UEY LONG by 
suggesting the cessation of mortgage foreclosures by a building and loan com- 
pany. SMITH organized for HUET LONGJ^Share the Wealth" clubs. In 1933 SMITH 
resigned his pulpit and surrendered the title of Reverend. 

After LCNG'S death SMITH took over the leadership of the 
"Share the Wealth" clubs and he admitted that he had never been elected. 
When questioned about this he said, "I just told them I was running it and 

■*i"kK/v/4w hm oair^ Tim nnf mr\ T mio.aa T am. Hft fhorm waan 1 4-. >nr Rlnct.lftn. 

What good are elections? Elections don»t make leaders — followings make leaders, 
and as soon as I lose my following I f m no longer a leader." This statement 
was made by Subject on June 5, 1936, but it was not stated to whom he made 
this statement other than it was made during an interview in Detroit. • 

One night in Louisiana after SMITH finished a radio 
speech three men assaulted him. On November 3, 1936, SMITH was arrested and 
convicted of disturbing the peace, reviling the police, and using obscene 
iannj9»* t Uc wan £^n.ed, but sentence was suspended. SMITH attributed his 
arrest and conviction to politics. SMITH denies violently that he has ever , 
been anti-^Jewish. 



' In the summer of 1936 SMITH Joined with Dr. FRANCIS E. 

/TCWNSBND and Father CHARLES E^fcoUtJHLIN to defeat President ROOSEVELT'S re- 
election* On October 20, 1936, the United Press carried an article from New 
York stating that SMITH had announced the formation of a Fascist organisation 
to seiie the Government of the United States with a following of 10,000,000 

<-4114m~ */»» low <)nwn + Kn^ r* 1<v*i +/-» nova fh« Mnnfw frfwi »n < nt.Pir-. 

national plot to collectivize it. He boasted the backing of 400 businessmen, 
in 22 key cities, who pledged to contribute one per cent of their 1935 incomes 
to make America vigorously nationalistic. As a result of this announcement, 



2 



(Detroit file 62-1126) 



T)r* TQiKNSSND stated, M GERAID SMITH shall have do connection with our organi— ' 
sation henceforth* This is definite and final. Nationalism and centraliza- 
tion are both definite trends toward Fascism* SMITH naturally can have no 
position in such an American institution as the Townsend Plan." 

SMTrri branded the^unitea press dispatch as a misquotation and 
explained that he merely meant that he and the Union Party had 10,000,000 con- 
stituents who wanted to seize the government by legal means* 

The Committee of 1,000,000 was started in New Tork City, New 
York in 1937 and moved to Detroit' in 1939 • SMITH first directed his attack 
against Communists and the CIO* In 1941 his platform was isolationist and 
non-interventionist • He testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee and warned that the Lend Lease Bill would give the President authority 



uO bankrupt cur nation* 





0 

_^ ^ whose identity is known to the Bureau ° 

supplemented the above inrormation as follows: In 1935 SMITH instituted a 
liable suit against the Washington Herald for calling him a bodyguard of HUET 
UDNG but the suit was dropped. In February, 1940, the Law and Order Club, 
^Aarlum. Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, consisting of five men Including IV £7< 
jj^^^^Bof Omaha, Nebraska, invited SMITH to speak at the Olympia iffloorstaaium 
^agRnsT Communism and unions* The auditorium was completely filled and SMITH 

inn vaw wall rAr*>^v«f1. 
— • — • j ~— — - 

Another person active in this extinct Law and Order Club was 
but informant was unable to furnish any further description of , 

Informant stated that SMITH was active in various non-inter- 
vention groups; that he circulated petitions against the United States 1 entry 
into foreign wars and has had the backing of an organization known aa^Mpthers 
of United States of America* " The leaders of th is organiz ation in Detroi t are 

in Detroit I ■ and 





these women are belieVfid To 

oi^nHchlSan^ncT^was formed in Michigan April 14, 1939, 
with the following off icerei 

HERBERT hJ^LUCKER, President 
456 University, Grosse Pointe 

J OHN/rINDEHMAN , Secretary and Treasurer 
3499 Berkshire 



(Detroit fUe 62-1126) 



, „. . U NAVARH#r%ABODY - - ■ . ' ; -. * 

535 Ardan 1 

This corporation presently has space in the Industrial Bank \ 
Building, Detroit, Michigan, on the 20th Floor, , 

Informant finally stated that SMITH'S credit record is con- 
sidered poor inasmuch as he is slow pay to printers and other ordinary business 
creditors* Informant stated that he knows that SMTHi has several debts that 
have remained unpaid over a long period of time* Informant stated that he 
would have no idea of Subject's income since his income is comprised of cash 
contributions received through the mail and from hand-to-hand transactions. 
His credit record is based merely on the fact that SMITH does not pay his 
bills promptly* 



^nAOT^J9J.9i*2, Special Agent U) B^S?iSS5!^^P telephoni- 
cally advisedB^^^^^^^^Jof the Bureau that the Bureau»S8uggestion in 
letter dated lpri^5^^5?7 concerning mail coverage was found to be impossi-J>7< 
ble as a result of preliminary investigation due to the heavy volume of Sub- 
ject's mail as Dreviouslv reoorted- 




_ main post office, Detroit, Michigan, -^7^ 

made available to the writer a file "concerning the activities of GERAID L» K. Jplp 
SMITH and the Comnittee of 1,000,000. He advised that the Post Office Depart- 
ment was conducting an investigation of Subjeotfor a mail fraud in violation 
of Section 336, United States Code, Tit^^^^^^^^^My^^^^^^^yd ^ ' 

^^^^^^^^^^^t' a 1 1 - rn <» v ToH-J ?* GAHILL on January 21, 1941; but inasmuch as 
Subject was continuing his activities in Detroit, Michigan, the mail fraud 
investigation was transferred to Detroit, Michigan* The essence of the can- 
plaint was that in each radio broadcast Subject announces that he has no means 
of paying for radio broadcasts except through contributions which he receives 
from his sympathizers through the mail, when, as a matter of fact, the broad- 
casts are paid for by other sources* 

The Post Office Department file contained copies of the "Mich- 



igan Democrat" published by ED9CAKD L 



MARSHALL, 733 Barium Tower, Detroit, 

These contained an arti- 



Michigan, issues of June, July and September, 1940* 
cle entitled "An/Expose of a Rabble Roueer." These articles briefly stated 
that Subject whose true name is GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH joined HUE! LONG 
for personal profit in the amount of $650 a week* He later Joined WILLIAM 
DUDLEY FELLS Y'S "Silver Shirts of America" as member number 3223. It was 
further stated that SMITH wrote to P2LLEY as follows: 
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"By the time you receive this letter I shall be on the road 
to St* Louis and points north together with a uniformed squad of young men 
composed of what I believe will be the first Silver Shirt Storm Troop in 
America*" 

Shortly before the 1936 presidential election SMITH was supposed 
to have said, "We are going to drive that cripple out of the White House and 
we are going to do it in 1936," This article further stated that Dr. TOWNSSHD 
expelled SMITH from the Union Party in , 1936^ because of his Fascietic tendencies. 
It continued that SMITH delivered the funeral oration for HUEY LONG and stole 
the text of his speech from a funeral oration by ROBERT BJGERSOLL and after 
it was well received printed a half million copies for the purpose of publicity. 

The article also stated that SMITH tried to take over the 
Share the Wealth clubs for his personal profit but he was not permitted to 
do so by EaHI#CHRISTSNHERHr. 

i€ of the Post Office Department also included a state- 
_ who stated that he was employed by GERALD L. K* SMITH* 
;atement "set forth that SMITH admitted having received the fi- 
ling of E. J./yTT.T.F.R, Secretary of the Manufacturers' and Merchants' 
Association, Toledo, Ohio; Colonel WILLIAM KffiWj^LQNG, Secretary of the American 
Flan Association of, Cleveland, Ohio; LOWELL JfTHGMAS , President, New York Adver- 
tising Club; E. J/KULIS, President, Midland Steel' Corporation; HARRY JUNG, 
General Manager, American Vigilante Association of Chicago/ Illinois. 

_____ _ set forth in his statement that SMITH had been suc- 
cessful in his campaigns in Toledo, Ohio, Youngs town, Ohio, Cleveland, Ohio, 
Akron, Ohio, New York City, and in New Jersey. In New Jersey SMITH spoke 
against the CIO immediately before the election at the Johns-Manville plant 
and was so success ful that the election was called offNand the company union 
continued in power further stated that J0HN*LOVETT, Secretary 

of the Manuf acturer^AssocrlRon.' refused to support SMITH* SMITH was finan- 
cially assisted also by CHESTE^UULVER, Manager of the -Employers Association 
of Detroit; HARVEY/CAMPBELL, Vice President, Detroit Board of Commerce; and 
A IT, Secretary of the Citizens Committee for Industrial Relations* 
_J further avered that FLINT obtained $1,500 from L. A^lOUNG of Young 
curing Company; VAN^OUNG of the National Bank of Detroit; and — 
j/MARKEY of Bonn Aluminum and Brass Corporation* 

also stated that the Hoyt Morris Advertising Agency, 
TH ! S request billed him $1,000 for a b roadcast which 
In his s tatement,H"4B^^^M continued thatj 





Detroit, Michigan, 
actually cost $240* 
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The incorporators of the Committee of 1,000,000, Inc«, in . Ji 
.Delaware were GERALD L* K. SMITH, hie wife ELEANOR lURICNfeiaiH, end PRBSTGH l 



DELCAZAL. 



If" 



A search of the Detroit City Directory revealed that the Mer- 
chants Pres6 iB operated by ADALBERT JUNGHERT, UU2 East Lafayette, Detroit, 
Michigan* The Embassy Press is operated by Mrs, SADIE LANKIN, 2036 West Forest, 
Detroit, Mich^ja^^^^^aj^^f the indices of the Detroit Field Office re- 
vealed that ■ | is the Subject of a pending investigation bear- Vry^ 
log the character "INTERNAL SECURITY - G". The investigation is based prin- r 
cipally upon expression of pro-HITLER and pro-Naai views* 





Arnold-Powers, Inc., 550 West Lafayette 
saira tnat his company set up the type for the April, 19^+2 las 
zine "The Cross and the Flag*" He said that the original 
made between GERALD L. K. SMITH and BERNART DQMAN and " 




, ««^.*igan, 
of the maga- 
iations were 
He 
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said after the price was set the articles were brought to the shop in a type- 
written form by GERALD L. K, SMITH and later SMITH brought some ad ditional 
articles. DOUAN telephoned some corrections of a minor nat ure but 
explained that most of the work was done by SMITH himself* Kstat 
that there were no change^ in the text made by his type setlBrHHd that his 
type setters positively set up the articles in the sam e form as they appeared 
in the t ypewritten sheet s_submittfid_by__SM ITO> ^fjlujMsaid that the line typing 
was donej M 41 BRlra that after running off 

the proort!!l^^wl^fl_^^__MI_^EneDy his^ompany. He said when the type 
pages were approved by SMITH the y were sent o ver to the Baring Press, 535 
West Larned, which printed them* V B said that his company had been 

setting up the type also for Socia^Wlrfcemagazine, but as soon as the 
Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE announced his opinion against the legality 
of Social Justice magazine, his company discontinued setting up type for both 

e.^.l t..-_.4 _,_. m.. il. en _._ tt_. • j iw.i _. _ __ j j mu^ 

t»_t.____. uuouiv;o emu ntc ui"uco emu i>u© rxog ( no smu viuib no wasiaeroii xne 

Cress and the Flag the same type of propaganda as Social Justice and did not 
want to handle it because it might soon become "too hot B to handle* 



He said he also understood that the Baring Press refused to 
print The Cross and the Fla - after the first issue* 

telephonically advised BERNARD DOMAN that they did not 
urine r issues of The Cross and the Flag and DC8£AN see. 



want to print any 




+ _>rt m4 nnf ae 1 of ay* TV_f AM coll 



Kb - L- 




to return the cutswhicb^were used for the front and back pages of The Cross 
and the Flag* ^p^o^^ft paid that his company had been paid in full for the 
type setting o^^n^TroBs and the Flag; however, he said that he had not been 
paid for printing certain tickets which they did for SMITH* 




Arnold-Powers, Inc., said that he handles the business end for the company; 
consequently, he had the original business dealings with SMITH and DOMAN 
oy«t* the publication ©f The Cross and the Flag* He said that no written con- 
tract was entered into* This was merely a conmercial job and they just set 
up the type for whateverngterial was given to them at a certain rate which 
he did not remember* fl (eaid he was certain that the type was 
exactly as the typewrRtencopy was given but he said that 
direct supervision of that phase of the work* 





Baring Press, 535 West Lamed, Detroit, Michigan, 
, was telephonically contacted and stated that his 

He said as 

far as he was concerned it was a regular commercial job and he Inserted the 
type pages into his printing presses and ran them off. He assured the writer 



telephone Ran 

ftrtmnanv nri nf aH t.he AnrH T . 1 01,5 1sauA of Ths Cross and tha Fla_r 

— —*r r --~ — — r - — — , _____ __ _____ __._ _- 
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that no changes in the text were made after the pages were received from 
Arnold-Powers, Inc* He said when the magazine was released he heard several 
adverse comments about the propaganda contained therein so he read it and 
decided it was "too hot" to handle and he did not want to publish it any acre. ^ 7 



BLaieQ vnsx, lie »m a 



art in the printing of propaganda which ma/ be considered seditious. 




_, 1741 f WINRCC addressed the congregation at the Christian _ 
pie in Pontiac, Michigan, and closed by asking for a rising vote of thanks 

**^W VW~- nv* nw* w, |dVU«4 WVU1UUM BUM nnrumiiinih | int XiU WaUV 



he was present and witnessed a great ovation* ' Informant said that he fre- 
quently heard SMITH express himself as being anti-Jewish for two reasons: 
the first reason was a purely personal matter, and the second was a fasclstic 
propaganda device to insure disunity. 

Informant stated that he was present at SMITH'S meeting on 
April 24, 1942 , and pointed out that SMITH transcended his usual caution by 
making two remarks which publicly revealed his hatred for Jews* First, he 



had changed his namej and 



saeonHI 



J 



control of the bureaucratic politicians in Washington by international bankers 
and price killers* Informant also said that he had heard SMITH say frequently 

hat he had learned from HUE! LONG "Fascism will come to the United States 
on the platform of anti-Fascism*" Informant stated that he knew of his own 
knowledge that SMITH received cash support from leading industrialists in- 
cluding HENRy FORD, ERNEST TENER^IR, JOSEPIj^W of Sun Oil Company, and 
£• J.yfOJLAS 6t Midland Steel Corporation, Cleveland, Ohio* 



Informant wasinterv^wed on several other occasions by the 
writer and Special AgentW (and also Special Agent in Charge 

JOHN S. BUGAS but was extrenS^^TucTant to give any further information 
because of fear of his personal safety and business future* He stated that 
other persons woul^cnowj^e^ha^^^jc^^^a^c^^^he^ activities of Subject 

— * ~~ — * ~ ~ " — 1 of SMITH, address 

etroit. Michigan: 



ana ne reierrea t*o 
unknown. 




Company bj 
FORD, 
to him, 



sjbly coTOScTeTS wltn Ifle^BOSTHW^THsTTTOte, D 
address unknown, telephone Niagara 8646* flj 
so indicated to the writer and Special, Agen 
mporarily incurred the emnity of HARR¥^BENNETT o 
i«5 h»oH diamfltig »g> nt,h« old man" 





e Ford Motor 
meaning HENRY 
SVITR said 
rman Consul", 



and while saying this SMITH winked to him* Informant stated that it would be 
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almost impossible to ascertain SMITH'S financial condition inasmuch as he 
does not maintain a bank account and the bulk of his income is derived from 
two sources — cash received by mail and cash "under the table deliveries" by 
representatives of leading industrialists* . , /_ n , L 

of Detroit 

Michigan, ^^^W^ ^^^SM^MM^i^ Jf^^ l Detroit, Michigan, stated that 
he had no direct information concerning the activities of GERALD L* K. SMITH 

1^.4- lW.i WJ AVU .« n 4 ~ ~4 4 UnJ U AA »-. 4 n^AM a 4- aA 4m 4-U« mmat-kb .TOnJa 4 bbiiu! 

UUI/ UliCEUf IIXC Ul'geuixZiaiiJ.Vll iiau uwu xiit^i oobcu j_tt Wli^ pi wya^aiiua ^.^oucu k/j 

SMITH for some time because of its anti-Jewish aspect and also because of 
SMITH'S apparent association with the America First Committee, International 
Workers League, and other obviously anti-Jewish groups and subtly Fascist 
groups. He furnished to the writer notes which he had made of the GERAID 
L. K. SJJITK meeting at Cass Technical auditorium on December 16, 1941> in- 
cluding his parenthetic comments which are as follows: 

"Smith opened the meeting by stating he will speak only what 
is the truth, and what is patriotic* He explained that the original subject 
of f The No War Rally 1 is u -» longer in order since America has been attacked, 
and we are now at war, 

"Congressman Short who was supposed to have appeared at the 
meeting, was not there* Smith read the telegram from him in which he said 
among other things that he deeply regretted he could not attend, and that the 
business of the Military Affairs Committee is keeping him in Washington* 

"Smith spoke about the war and saia something like 'Just think 
of a military program which would embrace men between 18 and 6U, and perhaps 
also women 1 (obvious attempt to make the audience cognizant of the sacrifices 
involved in war)* 

had decided to disband* The Committee of One Million will continue* 'I am 
going to see to it that when we win the victory, it will not be sold down to 
the Communists, the Internationalists, and the moneychangers* * There were 
wild cheers and screaming. (Smith looked nervous throughout the proceedings* 
He seemed to find it somewhat difficult to steer the correct middle course 
between support for the war on the one hand, and the need to blame someone 
or some group, directly or by implication, for the troubles in the past, the 
troubles in the present, and the inevitable difficulties which the war will 

.lit. 11 \ 

UX-J_Ug ffXI/Il Xb«j 



"Smith stated he had had a long distance phone conversation with 
Senator Wheeler, Had asked Y/heeler whether or not free speech still exists in 
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this country, and whether or not he, Smith, was still free to do all the 
criticizing he wished. Wheeler is also supposed to have told Smith that he 
was asking for the removal of Colonel Knox from the Secretaryship of the Navy* 
In his remarks, Smith held Knox, by implication, responsible for the unpre- 
pared state of affairs in Hawaii. Throughout his references to Wheeler and 
later in the course of his quotations from the Free Press, Smith used the 
trick of relying on the quotations to do the talking for him, and insisting 
that it wasn't he who was saying this or that but Wheeler in one case and 
the Free Press in the other* 

"Apropos of the small attendance (there were about 600 as com- 
pared with the usual two to three thousand) Smith blamed the Christmas holi- 
days, and the ignorance of his group about his change of position. They may 
have thought that this was still the original f No War Rally' • He said on the 
night before there had been a Bill of Rights celebration in the same audi- 
torium, under the sponsorship of 100 organizations, and the rally was not 
attended any better than his own, Smith's meeting* (This, of course, was 
incorrect, since the Bill of Rights celebration had an attendance of about 
3,000). 

"A Mr. VincenJ^chenck (?), representing the disabled veterans 
of the World War, spoke about the Bill of Rights and about the program of the 
distribution of copies of Bill of Rights to the schools He offered free copies 
of the Bill of Rights to those assembled, and presented Smith with a framed 
copy of the Bill of Rights. Smith made a whole to-do about accepting this 
gift, and later, when a newspaperman walked in, Smith interrupted his own 
remarks to make sure that the newspaperman got the story of the presentation 
of this copy of the Bill of Rights to him. 

"Smith then started the major portion of his own address. He 
said among other things, that if we must have a dictatorship during the war 
to win the war, we'll have to accept it. But after the war is over, I shall 
want to be one to restore our liberties. What's the use of licking Hitler, '.. 
if you permit Hitleriam at home? 

"I shall continue to criticize the President. I don't like " . 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, never did, and never shall. (Loud applause). How- 
ever, Franklin D. Roosevelt is now driving the bus or piloting the boat, and 
I'll do nothing to hamper him because we are liable to drown or we are liable 
to skid or bump into a telephone pole. In other words, we are liable to lose 
if we hamper the President in his work. If I thought we could change presi- 
dents and win this war I would advocate that we change presidents. However, 
I feel that we can't do that. Not that I like Franklin D. Roosevelt person- 
ally, but he is our commander-in-chief. I'll stop attacking Franklin D. Roose- 
velt on the radio except insofar as the attacks will not hinder our defense 
program. 
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"Apropos his radio addressee, he asked his audiences to write 
to WJB, so that they will retain him on the air. 1 There are some people who 
will not write such letters', said Smith, 'Tou and I know who those people 
are,' .• - 

"Smith said that he had no intention of dissolving his group, 
and he doesn ! t believe that the Government will dissolve his group, Before 
the Government dissolves the Gerald L. K. Smith group, I shall ask the Presi- 
dent to dissolve the Communist Party, However, I predict that Smith or the 
Communist Party will not be dissolved for many reasons, 

"At this point Smith predicted an alliance between Stalin and 
Hitler, He maintained that Stalin and Hitler already have an understanding. 
If they had no such understanding, why did Hitler suddenly start withdrawing 
his troops from Moscow? Why did Russia not attack Japan or denounce its non- 
aggression treaty with Japan? (Obviously another attempt to undermine con- 
fidence in our administration, in our alliance with Soviet Russia, and in the 
effort to help our allies), I shall continue telling the truth, said Smith, 
but I shall not always be able to tell you all that I wish to say. The radio 
is a medium on which it is not possible to speak with complete freedom. How- 
ever, if you will write to me for my radio speeches, I'll be able to send you 
more than the speech itself, and be able to tell you things which on the radio 
I am not free to say. He maintained that he will continue his Washington 
broadcasts to the president and to congress, 'It takes a crusader to stick 
with his people in an emergency, I don't want to be immodest, however, I 
have always been a crusader and I shall stick with you, 1 (Obviously again 
Smith is attempting to clothe himself in a cloak of martyrdom, and thus retain 
the support of his group,) 



(en 



"Smith then noticed the presence of RoberwVietig in the audi- 
ence. He introduced Mr* Vietig, Mr. Vietig stood up, smith invited him to 
come up to the platform and sit up there with him* Vietig did not accept '. 
the invitation. Smith stated that if the local chairman of the America First 
group, meaning Vietig, had had his way, the chapter would not have been dis- 
banded. He himself, Smith, did not wish to see the chapter disbanded. He 
disclaimed any connection with the America First Coomittee, but stated he 
was deeply appreciative of its work, (I have since heard that Vietig is pre- 
sumably in Smith's outfit in the capacity of some sort of assistant to Smith, 
This would seem to indicate that the America First people will now go over to 
Smith' s ^mp), 

"Smith then began asking people to pay their radio pledges eithe 
in full or in part. He told them he didn't know what he was going to say to 
them on the radio, however, it will be the truth as far as I can go. (Again 
Smith wants to take on the cloak of martyrdom. He hints that there will be 
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suppression, and that he will not be able to tell them all that he wishes to 
say to them.) He says that he will speak on the following night in Washing- 
ton* His subject will be 'Hitler's Secret Weapon 1 • He telle them that he 
will give them a hint, namely, that Hitler's secret weapon is not in Berlin 

< ■ t «_ «r 1 • l f±. A— J. ILi W..X J _ .i4> 4 

DUL IS ITl Tt&3ning\,OTl* X\, IB nov WU-UgB uub J.B ytJvpj.©. ouuomp^xiig w 

undermine confidence in Washington, and hinting that in the Administration 
there are forces which are opposed to the best interests of America.) 

"Smith tells his audience that he is preparing new literature 
since the old literature is now obsolete in view of the declaration of war. 
He assures his audience that we will still retain our liberties even during 
the war, and after all it won't be so bad. Even though the audience was 
small, a good deal of money seems to have been passed in. (The racketeering 

b cnanf t%r\A +Ha +■ ATim VO a An rravnooa £TA+ An Ofi imirVt mnnAT A A nftAA^ Vt"l A _ WPT>A 

O^^T^^V, CA*V4 A ^WAW w«*£%*4 WV V * ■ 4 iaw w*» ■■■ » ^»»w # y w g^ww^v^v, v«w«w 

obvious to even the least critical observer.) 

"Somewhere at this point, Smith had occasion to make reference 
to Senator Reynolds, and referred to him as, 'my good friend, Senator Reynolds 1 
(Reynolds is a well-known Fascist sympathizer, a publisher of anti-Semitic 
publication, and an organizer of a well-known anti-Semitic organization.) 

"Smith again predicted that there will be a revolution and much 
suffering after the war. (Again trying to give his audience a feeling of 
future martyrdom for themselves.) 

"Smith now launched on into a tirade on the subject of defend- 
ing America first. If we had had the fifty destroyers which we gave away to 

Dl'X U<AX-U, WW IXLLgUL* Hi* O UCCll prc^tti wu J-U Qanoiij cuiu «wuj.u irv u uais ounviw 

the losses which we did suffer. Our first slogan should be defend America. 
We should not be giving away any of the tools of war to any of our so-called 
Allies. We must build a defense out into the two oceans. He repeated again 
that there is a conspiracy to create revolution. There will be suffering. 
Propaganda of all sorts will take root. However, we must not permit any 
foreign isms to come into this country during our preoccupation with the war. 
Two isms, Nazism and Fascism, we are now warring against. However, we still 
have to fight Communism. Smith condemned the Communists for sabotaging our 
(HgfanQP urogram during the Rus so— German pacts He said he would refuse to 
let the Communists horn in and take for themselves any credit for the present 
defense efforts. He told the store of a certain Fred Williams and another 
John Anderson, Communists, who through strikes helped close several factories 
and particularly some bearing factories and paralyzed plane production. These 
people, Smith said, ought to be in jail. Someone from the audience called 
out, no they ought to be on a lamp post* Smith said no, that's a bit too 
strong, and followed up with some wisecrack. 
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"He then read from some book which described a Communist anti- 
religion rally in Madison Square Garden in New York* He stated that he will 
not do anything to interfere with our military strategy, but we must fight 
Communism in this country* . (Throughout his remarks on Communism, the impli- 
cation seemed to be present that somehow Communism is present in Washington, 
present in the Administration, and that fighting the dangers of Communism 
means criticizing also the Administration*) 

"Smith had occasion to mention the doctrine of Federal Union 
and Union with England* He condemned the national conspirators and the inter- 
national bankers* (There was a great deal of applause from the audience*) 
He had occasion to mention Dorothy Thompson* He condemned her and with her 
Clarence Streit, author of 1 Union How* was also boohed* He attacked the muni- 
tions racketeers* Stated that we must aU unite now to win the war* 

"If we are to win this war, we need strong, vigorous leader- 
ship in our administration. We must throw out all the old and ineffectual 
men* Therefore, says Smith, I have today addressed a telegram to president 
Roosevelt advising him that he ought to make certain radical changes in his 
cabinet. Old man Stimson should be thrown out of the Secretaryship of War, 
and substituted for him ought to be the great American leader, Gerald P* Nye* 
Colonel Knox ought to be thrown out, and as Secretary of the Navy instead of 
him, Senator Walsh ought to be put in* Cor dull Hull is a very nice man, and 
has done good work* However, he is old and has been sick and ought to be re- 
lieved of his Job* In his stead I recommended to President Roosevelt that the 
great American statesman, Burton K. Wheeler, be appointed as Secretary of 
State* A separate department ought to be eet up for the air force, and as 
Secretary of the air force, I recommend the great American leader, the great 
American hero, Charles Lindbergh* (Wild applause and cheering)* LaGuardia 
may be a good man in New York, however, outside of New York he has no popu- 
larity whatsoever* The job of Director of Civilian Defense ought therefore 
to be taken away from him and instead Senator Reynolds ought to be appointed 
to direct the national program of Civilian Defense* (Note all the isolation- 
ists, all those with Fascist tendencies, all those who gave comfort to Hitler- 
ism throughout the period immediately proceeding the war, are those nominated 
by Smith for positions*) \ 

"Smith took occasion to condemn Sidney Hillman and said that in 
his place a real native American ought to be appointed to the CPU* 

"Smith then took occasion to quote the editorial from the Free 
Press of December 14th, in which there were some pretty bad things said with 
reference to the attack on Pearl Harbor* Here again Smith used the trick of 
quoting from the Free Press, and repeating I'm not saying this, this is being 
said by the Free press, thus keeping himself on the safe side, and taking his 
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audience into confidence, and by implication assuring them that he's a pretty 
smart fellow and knows how to get around the difficulty of not wanting to 
say certain things in public* He reiterated again the need of defending 
America first. /; v . ; . 

"Apropos of retaining the freedom of speech, Smith began by 
praising the British, The British, he said, are the smartest people on earth* 
They know how to get others to fight their wars, they also know how to deal 
with all sorts of factions. They have been able to retain freedom of speech 
during the war* (Smith is making his point about retaining freedom of speech, 
and indirectly taking a slap at the British who are fighting on our side*) 
He also took a slam at British influence in Washington* (Again attempting 
to undermine confidence in our own administration and blame a good deal of 
our ainicux^y on nnwint j" 

He also submitted notes made by ^BsSSaj SttfiB which are as 

follows: 

"COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION MEETING 

"Committee of One Million Meeting at the Cass Technical High 
School Dec. 16th, 1941 was a complete flop. This is the First time since 
Gerald L* K* Smith has been ftT ^ rating in this territory that his meeting was 
so poorly attended; 350 to 400 people and another 200 in the balcony. 

"Congressman Dewey^hort widely advertised by Gerald Smith in 
his Sunday and middle week broadcasts did not appear, the excuse being the 
necessity of him being in Washington this war-time period* Rev. llerion, 
Mrs. Gerald Smith and another individual, who apparently is a bodyguard to 
Gerald Smith were on the platform. 

"Smith was the sole attraction and during his speech he spotted 
Robert Vie teg former Secy of the Detroit Chapter of the America First Com- 
mittee eitting in the audience and then asked him to take a seat on the plat- 
form. This invitation was politely declined by Vietig. 

"Gerald Smith referred to an alleged telephone conversation he 
had that day with Senator Burton K. Wheeler. Wheeler assured him that we 
still enjoyed the right of free speech and all other liberties guaranteed by 
the Bill of Rights." He then introduced an official representative of the Dis- 
abled Veterans of the World War by the name of VINCENTwsHIEK who presented 
Smith with a framed reproduction of the Bill of Rights *and praised Smith for 
his outstanding achievements as a patriot. 
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"Smith impressed the audience with his difficulties in raising 
sufficient money to continue his broadcasts. He said that from now on he 
will try to keep us his Washington broadcasts on Wednesday night, that, of 
course, will depend on the response of the millions of followers who up un- 
til this time have been so generously supporting him* He said that he will 
devote his activities to patriotic purposes and that he will keep his eyes 
open for professional racketeers* 

"He stressed the need of presenting a united front and Demanded 
Immediate Impeachment of SECRETARY OF NAVY KNOK, whom he blamed for the dis- 
aster at Pearl Harbor* He also said that he will have the President of the 
United States replace Knox — appoint Nye in his place; replace Stimson with 
Senator Walsh of Mass,, replace Secy Hull with Burton Wheeler and finally he 
will demand the establishment of a separate unified air force with Col. Char! 
Lindbergh at its head* 

"Smiths appeal for funds was very pathetic. He asked 20peopl 
in the audience who had pledged monthly contributions for a period of one 
year on previous occasions to make this contribution immediately. Only one 
man responded. He finally reduced that to half of the contribution and to 
this appeal only one man responded. He then made an appeal for a general 
collection and the response was below par. 

"He assualted the Communist Party: As long as they meet he 
will continue to hold meetings; as long as the Daily Worker was on sale, he 
will continue to speak. He never liked F.D.R. He did not vote for him and 
never will vote for him, but circumstances make Roosevelt the Commander in 
Chief who must be obeyed and helped in every way possible* 



"The audience was not the usual one* The prevailing German 
element that always packed his meetings was absent* The audience was com- 
posed of anti-Semites." 




stenographic notes have been photographed by the writer and will be reported 



as soon as the photographs are received. 
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ALBERT C. GRUNEVVALD, Special Agent in Charge, Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue,. United States Treasury Department, Detroit, Michigan, said 
that hie department was investigating the alleged fraudulent income tax re- 
turns of GERAID L. £« SMITH, but he said the investigation had not yet 
started and he was not able to furnish the writer with any information* 




_ Radio Station WJR, Detroit, 

Michigan, was interviewed concerning Subject and stated that Subject had a 
broadcast for fifteen minutes each week over Radio Station WJR for several 
years , He said when SMITH first applied for radio time he had the unofficial 
endorsement of the principal automobile companies! the Adcraft Club, and 
many other prominent people. He said that SMITH'S time is each Sunday even- 
ing from 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p*m* in direct conflict with JACK BENNY'S radio 
program* He said consequently this time has always been unsalable and he 
considers it profitable to sell this time to SMITH at the regular commercial 
rate of $280 for the fifteen-minute period* He said that several times he 
has become concerned over the attacks made by SMITH in hie radio addresses 
and he has threatened to put SMITH off the air* On one such occasion SMIHI 
^letters from radio fans which all appeared to be genuine* 
claimed that with an audience this large he gave way and 
ie would not censor the radio tastes of so many people* 



aim lit? iias liutsci 
^ 1 

iadm^^e^tna^ne 




said that SMITH is not permitted to broadcast 
in person because he is given to deviate from the ecript of any prepared 
speech* Consequently^ the station has required SMITH to submit a typewritten 
script in the middle of the week* This copy is then checked by the radio 
station's attorne^^^^^^^^and slander »^A^^^y|^ntion of the radio sta- 
tion's a t to rneyp p summoned^ ■ whom he introduced 
as the station attome^^Bo^rnoreroained ^Wen^rortnerest of the inter- 
view. 




Vwere questioned conceri 
LTH 




sponsorship or financial support which SMITH may have received* ^ 

p said that he believed SMITH had the encouragement of the Ford Motor 
company and the Chrysler Corporation at the t^^jrtranjiewascajnpa^n^^^_ 
against the "Conrunist CIO"; however, neitherp p nor p p 

was able to give any specific evidence of financial support and they both 
stated that since SMITH has changed his platform to one of a political nature 
he no longer has the backong "f industrialists* They said that they belisve 
SMITH'S Jincome is derived exclusively from contributions received through the 
mail as^resu^ of the appeal which he makes at the end of each week's broad- 



gis^^esu^ 

cast * ■ psaid that payment for the weekly broadcasts is made by a 

check ^^||30 he account of E. MjrSMITH and BERNARD DQMAN on the Detroit 
Bank. W^^^^B^ 1 ^^^^ check number 507 dated May 8, 1942, drawn on the 
Detroi-fflinJ^Ln the amount of $280 signed by BERNARD D0UAN and counter-signed 
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by E. M* SMITH. There was a notation on the check i ndicating t hat it was in 
payment of G. L* K. SMITH broadcast of May 10, 1942 « fl ■ appeared to 

be very friendly to Subject and frequently stated tha^T^Tnxormation was 
desired concerning the activities and financial support of SMITH the best 
way to get it would be to go to SMITH directly and ask him, because SMITH 
was the type of man who would not want to hide anything* 

When the name of WALTER WINCHKTJ., was brought into the discussion, 
stated that WINCHKTJ, is a much more dangerous man than SMITH be- 
cause WINCHSLL may be sneaking a lot of thingsinthe back door under cover 
of the patriotic disguise which he assumes* ■ (also suggested that 

Director HOOVER should prevent WALTER WINCHE^^Bo^speaking over the radio 
in such a manner as to imply tha^ieis^&eonfidante of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. At this P°intJ^^^^^|^^fcL8o agreed that WINCHELL 
was a more dangerous man than SmR^n^suggeetea that It was a waste of time 
to have the Federal Bureau of Investigation investigate GERAIfl SMITH when 
there were so many more important things to investigate* Bi^^J^JS^SKB 
suggested that if anybody would be familiar with the more inxfiHte^RfBTs 
of SMITH'S operation it would probably be a man named LUCKER who was his 
manager over a period of time* 



was interviewed at the Detroit Field Office 
^tateomiat he had conducted some investigation for the Dies Committee into 
the activities of GERAID L. K. SMITH* He stated that whatever information 
he had picked up in that connection had already been reported by him and 
was contained in his report which was contained in the file previous^^xamined 
^ewriter during his interview with post office inspecto^j 
"^^^did not admit that he himself was in the employ of sffLTJ^si^^ 

andden^^Jhj^ie had any first-hand information about SMITH'S / 
activities, | J suggested the following persons as potential in- _j 

formants concerningStflxHt 





1332 National Bank Building, attorney, 

National Labor Relations Board, Detroit, Michigan, explained to the writer 
that it constitutes a violation of the National Labor Relations Act for an 
employer or one acting on behalf of an employer to interfere with labor organi- 
zation • Under this provision in the fall of 1940 the National Labor Relations 
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Board was investigating the alleged activities of the Ford Motor Company 
and persons acting in its behalf to preven^theorganization of workers by 
the CIO* D uring that investigationjj lMa^j,JiB-_per8onally 
interviewed^ p He permitted 

the writer vFr^nff^^^^^^^^SoB^^m^nSn^^^^^^ 

I gave him practically no information of value* 



"7 




As a result of the sponsorship by the Ford Motor Company, 
has always been favorable to the Ford Motor Company* 

pointed out that before the United States entered 

the war HENRY FORD, after months of preparation, suddenly refused to manu- 
facture airplane engines which were to be sent to England* Thereupon, SMITH 
publicly lauded HENRY FORD'S refusal to make airplanes for England and attacked 
the Packard Motor Company which fulfilled his order* 




v *■ T The statement further sets forth that there was a temporary 

rift between HARRY BENNETT and GERALD SMITH because SMITH too publicly boasted 
of his connection with the Ford Motor Company* 



_ _ whose identity is known to the Bureau 

revealed that GERALD S1QTH nas contacted the following persons whose activi- 
ties may be relevant to this investigation: Senator REYNOLDS, Washington, 
D. C«, telephone National 3120; Reverend ISLAND L. MARION, 261 Whitmore, 
Pontiac, Michigan, telephone Pontiac 2-7601; Mrs. DAVID STANUSY, United Mothers 
of America, 3i*8 Arcade, Cleveland, Ohio, telephone Michigan 8838, Also, he 
has had several telegraphic contacts with an unidentified person in Wichita, 
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Kansas, probably Reverend GERALD K»INR0D» 



_ >7<? 

!■ whose identity 16 Known totng^tojeau 
one, once by Special AgentM^^S g^M k*?'- 



ljrae^biterviewed on two different occasions, once by Special Agent 
W ^j j^^^l and once telephonically by the writer. He stated that he was directed 
^^HkEiBENNETT Of the Ford Motor Company about two years ago to interview 
GERALD L. K. SMITH and to ascertain what the purpose of SMITH'S campaign was. 
Informant stated that he was impressed with the fact that SMITH was anxious 
to obtain support for his campaign against Communists in the labor unions but 
that more fundamentally he had Fascist tendencies • Informant sta ted that he 
had no further contact wl^^^gj^^^^re^ame^g^ontectiJig 



The writer has obtained one copy of each radio speech made by 
GERAI^Stf^l^ve^stationWJ^since December 7* 1941* and has an arrangement . 
with ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^jB c^r>g^B wkApghy hi s speeches are being received ^ 

current^^^^n^^^aphs o^These" Bpeeches have been made and will be forwarded 
to the Bureau as soon as obtained* 

No evidence has yet been developed concerning any attempt of 
Subject to propagandize any particular stratum of society or a particular 
group such as persons engaged in national defense industry or members of the 
armed forces or persons having obligations under the Selective Training and 
Service Act* His audiences consist of radio listeners to station WJR at 
?s00 o'clock Sunday evenings and persons who have attended his meetings and 
mailed contributions to him. 



From a highly confidential source it was ascertained that GERALD 
L. K* SMITH and his wife were somewhat jubilant over the fact that President 



rrrr rrt ± ~. J iu. ~~ .-.J. _ — vict no/VirrVTO W 4.1* -I m 



'VIUU (JAfO jmi in 



powerful ammunition for future arguments against the administration. 



SMITH also sent a package containing 
^ajjh^go^letter out to Dearborn by a messenger named 



a recent mimeo- 
and SMITH instructed 



MgwESpthat the only thing to be written on the package was "For Mr. HARRY 
BERKVP-Important." This errand was performed on May 17, 1942. 



ENCLOSURE: 



TO THE BUREAU — 



- PENDING - 



- 19 - 



\ 



(Detroit file 62-1126) 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE CLEVELAND OFFICE 

At CLEVELAND, OHIO, will investigate the character and back- 
ground of Mrs. DAVID STANIEY and the organization known as "United Mothers 
of America", 348 Arcade, telephone Michigan 8838. It is noted that Mrs. 
STANLEY has been in frequent contact with GERAID L. K. SMITH. 

THE NSW YORK OFFICE 

At NEW YORK CITY will interview ■g^ 1,i SSj§^omeri associate 
of GERAU) L. K. SMITH who maybelocated throug!«|l^g^J^^3^^^p attorney, 
39 Broadway, New York City. ^^^^^^EB should b^^Sestioneo^rEicipally 
concerning the financial sup^ff^raceWea by SMITH with particular emphasis 
on any support received from any interest which may be subversive* 

THE NSW ORLEANS OFFICE 

At NEW 0RIJ5ANS, LOUISIANA, will ascertain information concern- 
ing the background and activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH from approximately 
1929 to 1935 when he was said to have been a bodyguard and close friend of 
HUEY LONG with particular reference to any activities which may ha ve been in 
>resent enemies of the United States. Will interviewr~ 
said to be of New Orleans, Louisiana and former assoc! 
"concerning SMITH'S activities in Louisiana. 



nu^jj. xaj&ivj Tfj.i/11 

<5cncer^*jit^pi 
«tf^P13H^conc€ 



THE DETROIT OFFICE 

At LANSING, MICHIGAN, will obtain full information concerning 
the incorporation and activities of the Federation of Americanization of 
Michigan, Inc. 

At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will consider interviewing the folloi 
persons If advisable concerning tha Activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH; 




Yfill continue inspection of Subject's bank account at the De- 
troit Bank main office particularly near the end of each calendar month. 

Will continue this investigation vigorously in order to ascer- 
tain the sources of Subject's financial support, Subject's business associates, 
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and future activities. Will make a special effort to ascertain if Subject 
is making any attempt to propagandize any particular group of persons in 
violation of the Selective Training and Service Act* 

Will continue to collect Subject* s propaganda for transmittal 

to the Bureau. 
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Rosen_ 
Traey_ 

Carson 

Cor fey 



£Om.'JMQhTtol& SfcCT*0«l]oaed h 
of the reoort of AwMtlei Agent 

the abov5?S 



Ho 1 1 omki T w w ' 1 TlieWPle 'atifaj enclo se<3 herewi tti 
McOuir tPjwtoitatio copy of th« Key 

Nease_ l 

s Gandy 



eregltl^or your ponald 
ove-eowued matter. 

<.'.. .<-ui ot 



deration a oojy ^7, 

^ ,ttohlI " ,, ' 



"EnoXSaure 




iojm n»r«wiWi for your oonpl<J#*-itloo « pThV- 



* — 

Itoftrral Surrau of Inuratigatiort 
BnUrft §intv a Department of Juutirr 



ml information contained 
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DATE_lkll> BY ^ff^VO^ 



Detroit, Michigan 
Hay 29, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



O 



RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



! f 



Mr. Tol.cn.. 

Mr fe. A. luin 
Mr. tie** .... 

Mr. fl'i.vln 

Mr. LmM .. . .. 

jit-. KV-St .... 

Mr. R J 

Trt ...... . 

rorsrs 

Mr. f.Bfic ; . ... 
Mr. Met ., s .. 
Mr. Kb* o* r . . : ... 
Mr. McGuire ...i.: 
Mr. Qulcb T.mrA. 

Hs. NiM.,. 

Mt** UmiK,,,,,., 

r».i 



Please be advised thatH K whose 

identity was made known to you b^Tetter bearing this same date, re- 
vealed th^ following information up to Iffay 27, 1942: 




is attempting to get time on the radio immediately 
following IVALTE^'tTNCHELL'S Sunday night broadcast, so that he will 
have a better opportunity to answer WINCHEH, who is apparently his 
most outspoken enemy. 



i SUTTH declined to make Any co ntact 

of I" Social Justice" on advice froir. one 
not to have anything to do with them, hakki j. 
state of Michigan, assured him that he would come 



i ntact avith f c 

flip 



ormer distributors 
who advised him 
, Secretary of the 
to Detroit to spend 




some time with SL1TH and help him to organize SIXTH'S campaign for 
election to the United States Senate. 



SL3TH contemplated mailing to every station carrying WALTER 
TOCHELL'S program an article taken from the "Chicago Tribune" to 
warn the radio stations that they were flirting with danger an d scare 
^hemout of carrying VJNCHEIL'S program. SMITH sent a book to fl|H 
■ Jof the Ford Motor Company. Mr. SKITH has also been conHWing 

^HAhRY^JJHETT, Personnel Manager of Ford Motor Company, and spent 
several hoursjjithhimonthe^iight of February 26, 1942, when it was 
decided that H HARRY BENNETT, and GERALD SMITH should 

get together toKeepHn^NewDealers and the Communists from destroying 
all of them. . SL3TH then contacted McKEIGHAN, who received the sugges-^ 



tion favorably. 



On tfay 25^ 1942, SMITH called Mrs. ELIZABETH i)ILLING of 
^■Chicago, Illinois, on the telephone and congratulated hfer on the way 



* she was 8®* ting along and stated that he understood that she had, _ 
£f $ settled her lawsuit. 

0 n 




2- 



agent named 1 
issuing. Sfie 



F 



irf stated that she had been interviewed by an F.B.I. 




who wanted t$know what sort of a bulleti 
hat he then told her that she could $ot fi 

rNDi;;-.:;; 



she 

iht 



was 
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Letter to the Director May 29, 1942 

Comnunism any longer because Russia was fighting on the same side in 
the war and that it would interfere with the war effort, causing 
disunity and hatred. 

She replied that an election would do the same thing so she 
supposed that she might Just as well have the same employer. She said 
that the agent answered that if she wanted to go ahead and be a martyr 

it was all right j but that he wanted to tell her that she had no right 
to fight Comraunisro now* 

Mrs. DILLING said that this F.B.I, agent named m ■ was ° 
from the Chicago unit of the Federal Bureau of Invest igat^on^she 
told the agent, after swearing at him, that she despised the F.B.I, 
for their sniveling hypocritical talks about freedom when they were 
going around like OGPU agents cracking down on everybody's head. 



SMITH asked Mrs- DI1XINQ if she was sure that the agent told 
her that she should not fi^it Comnunism, She replied absolutely and 
that was why she was writing a letter to Attorney General BIDDI£ ask- 
ing him if this agent represented merely his personal views or the 
views of the Department of Justice. 

firs. DILLING said she also heard that the people who were 
called before the Chicago, Illinois Grand Jury were similarly told 
that they must not oppose Communism or unions. Mrs. DILLING further 
complained that her followers were being sumixined before the Grand 
Jury apparently to scare them, and she considered this political 
intimidation. 

SMITH then asked Mrs, DHUNG what she heard about the 
OOUGKLIN matter. She said that it was her opinion that his church 
shut him up, and he kept quiet to save his collar, but otherwise he 
would have given them a run for their money. 

Mrs, DILLING asked SMITH if there was anything she could do 
for him, but he said that she had already done enough and she should 
keep on doing the same thing* 

-Senator ROBERT WEAL, who had written a letter to SfltTH 
congratulating^hira on thj first issue of "The Cross and the Flag," 
objected that SilTH used this letter for publicity purposes. Michigan 
State Senator NEAL said that several of his constituents believed that 
he was favoring GERALD SIXTH'S election over Senator PRENTISS JJ. BROWN. 
State Senator NEAL closed by requesting that SLoITH refrain from refer- 
ring to his name or the letter in any future publications. 
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Letter to the Director 



Way 29, 1942 



The Superintendent of the Industrial National Bank Building, 
the twentieth floor of which is almost entirely occupied by SMITH and 
his associates, was preparing an occupancy list in accordance with the 
requirements of the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor « 
He told StilTH that the present list showed no occupancy, although it 
was well known that SMITH occupied most of the twentieth floor. The 
Superintendent asked SlftTH how he wanted his occupancy listed and SOT 
said to put it down as "The Federation for the Americanization of Mich 
A Non-profit Educational Organization Engaged in Patriotic Education*" 




7ery truly yours 

,/JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in 




(■• 

V 

y rani tflCH. 

Vi.^Y <no, I9i<:. 

uk±lA mUHaJR, Jvv.'i YORK, TUiSijA'i, APRIL, -ti, 194«c. 



FASCIST Gi^RALL I. SialPH ,*ILL CAJPAIuw FOR COUaHUN 



Fesci -t, ho*ls Rail is being 'Persecuted 1 

Ci-3x&ld L. ^. *>rith, Ku Kluxer and. fascist rabble-rouser of Detroit, atici-ittn 
-^eek plugged a "ray for his good friend ana associate Oh ~. rle sV'' ou fc h 1 i n , whose 
isi Ju-tice" is now banned from the mails unaer the .-£spion&£9 Act. 

Under fin official "press release" from Pith's headquarters, n-vcsps-r-er offic 
throughout the country were bcnbaraed *ith en attach against the united ->t£tes 
L*overriTne:r„ for "wholesale persecution" of "ou^hlin. ihe aenunciation of the 
administration was couched in the familiar anti-Septic lanfusi^e of 1'tscist 
props ??naa . 

h£ IS "NOMINA 7213" 

But ^mit^'s sup; ort of his pal vt s not entirely di winter =^ted-it was *lso 
u^ed r -s r pe t nr. vhich to han^ -'mith's o-<n f--nt: stic ambition to become a U.S. 
^en Lor. 

• 

Last week a meeting of his so-called "Committee of 1,000,000" "nominated" 
him to seel: the Republican nomination, it ?lso "nominated" rep. Clare Hoffman 
no unoer investigation for possible ties *itn is agencies, ana -ouis o. 
»»ar, w ouPhlin's ad visor and official biographer. 

^inith announces thst if he runs it will be under the slogan "Mr. ^mith 
lioes to '*fcis"'iin ; ton" . "3 shoula t o tc .<a shin^ton-under charges of edition. 



Press Release 
Committee of 1,000,000 
Detroit, Michigan 



April 16, 1942 
ImmeaiaLe Release 



U3_r_a ld_ L. K. "mith to seek Senate on iou£hlin_-i^ 

— f 
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Above is bending of '"ress release t ou ^hlin's pal ue fEHRAL BUREAU if INyfSTtflATlSN 



news p" [. rs t v >rou r;out the country. i'h° reL^se, in 
treasonous t t-.^-ck upon the ^overnm-^nt >-na k^s ocuche< 
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Jfoderal fiurrnu of Inurstigation 

Aa_a ^ _ t» .. < < * w • «• . 

muirij piaiFB wrpanmpnT ot suBTirr 

Detroit - Michigan 
June 1, 1942 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH^MITHj 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION. 

Dear Sir: 

~ From a highly confidential source it was ascertained that 

GERALD SMITH said that he knows who was with the President when the press got 
the news of the assassination of HUEY LONG. SMITH said that if this was brought 
out it would scandalise the whole New Deals He said that the MURPHYS knew 
that the incarceration of a Catholic priest would be political suicide. 

PEARSON and ALLEN said over the radio that Attorney-General 
BIDDLE was waive ring because the Catholic church was bringing sojpuch pressure 
on the White House (obviously referring to the FATHER CHARLES W<j COUGHLIN case). 
SMITH continued that the administration would not dare to prosecute PELLET, 
HUDSON and GARNER (phonetic) and all that bunch if the Catholic Church con-. - nU 
tinued to bring pressure. , / i- )iiNi 

SMITH said that the New Dealers up here are guilty of so much 
they don't know how guilty each other Is and they canH keep up with their own 
crookedness. If they go ahead and try to maintain good will with South America 
which 1b predominantly Catholic and at the same time incarcerate COUGHLIN and 
SMITH who was COUGHLIN* S protector and friend, then the whole HUEY LONG scandal 
would be brought out. SMITH said he thought that they felt the whole COUGHLIN 
matter was "too hot to handle" and consequently they turned EARL BROWDER loose 
so that they could give the Communists an answer when the Communists started to 
yell for COUGHLIN «S blood. SMITH said the BROWDER matter would be a great sub- 
ject for the next meeting, even for the press releases. He said he would build 
up what is behind the BROWDER release— "Release BROWDER and Jail COUGHLIN— Is 
that what we are coming to?" 

SMITH said that this would alarm many Catholics who bad previously 
been lukewarm, and that looked wonderful. indexed rZ^~ZT "7T3~~r7 / <? 

SMITH then referred to Reverend FRANJ67NORRIS who was making a - ■ fVM 
local speech and said that FRANK NORRIS had been in Germany at one time and ; ' f 
naa maae a ixatveruig BX/avonvni* muvuw ill iiviuix«> wwu ivwuihou »w*« mm. — 

lot of his men led in the club against the Communists. Then NORRIS shifted 
and started to flatter the Reds and was going to take the Gospel; to Russia, ^ 

4 M 1 b V : ^ C0P1ES DESTR0YEb ALL JNFORM^mN €0Nl^SAwmm^ 




83 oct 13 ut* 



"fGPY IN H 



ira is mmm ^ 



Letter to the Director 
dated June 1, 1942 



Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION. 



;TH*DILL 



Mrs. ELIZABETH' DILLING exposed N ORRIS and he was quite an 
eneqy of hers and perhaps even testified against her* SMITH, referring to 
some investigation, said that the investigators would have to call in the 
officers of the Ford Motor Company, Hudson Motor Company* J* L. Hudson Com- 
pany and the WEBBERS if they were going to investigate everyone who fought 
ROOSEVELT or Communis*. 




( 
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GERgLP L. X. SKITE 




ew York, Y. , 
May 16, 1942. 



The^Hour Reports j 

.4 

The Hay issue of The Cross and The Flag, the seditious magazine being publish* 
in Detroit by Gerald L. X. Smith, ex-Silver Shirter No. 3223, devotes its entire back 
page to a proraotiontl article based on an endorsement received from Senator Robert R. 
v\ Reynold s of North Carolina. At the top of the page are several lines of bold type 
readingj "United States Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Chairman of the Military Affairs 
Committee, said, when interviewed by the Associated press concerning The Cross and The 
Fie g;... "The item then prooeeds to quote Senator Reynold »s statement endorsing Smith f s 
subversive sheet which, in the Senator 1 s words, stands "for the things I h P ve stood for 
for many years." The article also quotes from a personal letter received by Smith from 
Refolds, congratulating the Detroit fifth columnist on the first edition of The Cross 
And The Flag. Smitti proudly remarks, "This is merely one of the thousands of testimon- 
ials that have come in, favorable to thie crusading, patriotic journal. 11 " 

Emboldened by the support he is receiving from congressmen suoh as Senator 
Reynolds, Gerald L. K. Smith strikes out with increasing venon against the Admini strati 
in his current issue. In his characteristic demagogio style, he attacks the "bureau era - 
and politicians" in Washington for their supposedly incompetent prosecution of the -war. 
The temporary setbacks suffered by the U. s. ameoU^SeVces in the pacific ere pictured by 
Smith as "bloody circumstances" brought about J6y "froosSosg l ing bm - oftumaU and rack eteer 
in Washington, who not only should be fired but Should b e 1 » d gffl£ jfi $ [ if 1 • ftfc S iW a * * 0 
The Government investigation of Father Coughlin's pro-He zj. ^otivjl^es £s r^e^esented as 
a " communis t" plot to persecute the Royal Ouk priest. Twc ]ft^sjjft^lff[t$ien- bvtejr^e^i e- 

printing an attack by Congressman Martin Dies on Vice preeident J^fe*^ ;.nllaoe. 
£ ^ Some individuals, however, oome in for hearty pre: 

JUN 8 ^ RECD ' % '&y 




atest issue of 



-2- 

Smith»s seditious journal. They are Charles a}\ Lindbergh, the Naziphile flyer who « 
energetically strove to prevent this country from being prepared to face the Axis or 
slourhtj Father Charles E.^Coughlin, until recently Goebbels* foremost D. S. Spokesiru 
Father Edward LodjrejfCur i-en, eastern Fuehrer of the Christian Front; Elizabeth^Dillin 
notorious anti-Semitic propagandist; Dr. Gerald B^'VJinrod, Kansas pro-Axis agitator; 
Col. Robertf. ^cCormi ok , publisher of the Chicago Tribune* Col, J. 1{J^ Patterson, publi 
of the New York Daily News; Eleanor\ Patterson, publisher of the Washington Times-Eer 
William RandolphiEearst ; Congressman M&rtinfx>ies; and Senator Robert R. Reynolds, T 
traitor Smith, t#io once boasted to his jailbird boss pelley of forming- the first Silv 
Shirt stormtroop band in the United States, describes the above-mentioned individual? 
as "fearless Americans -who have exposed the subterranean operations of the Red revol- 
utionaries -without mercy," 

The feature article in the current issue of The Cross and The Flag is entitl 
"J r y Hat* s In the Ring". In it "mith announces he will be a candidate in L'ichi an thi 
fall for election to the U. S. Senate. The sort of backing he hopes to get is obviou 
"I will be supported by the old-fashioned, Christian, American people," he says. He 
makes an open bid for the support of Christian Front, German-American Bund elements b 
including this plank in his program i 

"I shall defend the right of free 6peech end free press for 
Father Charles E. Coughlin. The treatment that this minister 
of Chriet is receiving at the hands of the bloodthirsty Reds 

,• - . v _ n j ■- ui — it 

i» uriuej. j.ovkuj.0 , " t 

t.ith the united States engaged in a life and death struggle against the Axis 
powers, the seditious, disruptive propagandizing of this 20th Century Benedict Arnold 
constitutes an ever-increasing danger to the American People, The Hour therefore urg' 
that the Department of Justice immediately suppress The Cross and The Flag end conduc 
thorough investigation of the treasonable activities of Gerald L. K- Smith, examining 
with particular care his ties with certain members of the Congress of the United Stat. 
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telephonic at /rot* rtr* rtty «n 
rtctfutrf e Itttc r /rem Offftltf JWjC^ 
£'r« ATttith 4<zaand« J5 ntnut«« tvtr tin 

Coupon;*'* • tot ton* Iff aatiPtr an at toe* bo<2* *q a(« *nlt#r 
finofctil* 




tftnai £r*a<foe*tfft£ Ceupany 
d me that Mi company Xai 
*f Detrett t* thick 
tonal Broadeaeting 



twrt 



*r. £*lt?i ttot** to Ml Utter that a*lt*4 
he vtlZ eue the Jfetftnal BreadoaetinQ Conpany t 
*Cvf*<S that hie lauy* r* are fncJIntd «* 
_u*t* /ro» Ocrsl&iaith and o***d me $/ J thought they 
OA to/* ground** 



w ^ 1 I 

> turn cam 



I IVtrodfl I ** ai Ceroid Smtth had been 

a nfnfot«r /or tte tfiity *rgont*att$n end ha* lately been 
around SetrotU I told htm that Vr. Cmtth vorho on the eane Unci 
oj rather Coughltn but he had nothtn$ ltte rather Ceughltn f e 
/ellevtng 9 \ 



1 tol 




o^errt^L^ 
beneceTBtryj 

_ALl WFK9WTOH COHTWHEO 



• usnary prepared 



that I *euld have a 
and vtuld eend it to htm confiCenttally* 
thanked at far thta and mentUaed tt Mould mat 
or me to etgn the t unitary* 



fery truly yeuro* 



Mr. T«1m», 
Mr. 1. A. T» 
Mr. CUf t__ 
Mr. OUTlm_ 

Mr. L«M 

Mr. NUfcftW, 

Mr^BoitB 

Tr»tj 



:DATt — ^^x-BY 



tdgat Soever 
Dtreoter 



y 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
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Htndtn 
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Mr. MeOnlr* 
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Mr. Null 
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_rD:lem 



Jfrfcrral Burraa of fcrtirwt fp^rf tart 
©ritUfc #tatre Beparttnent of Juetire 

May 23, 1942 



». Hlrtwtt 



Call: 9:10 a.m. 
Ct- Dictated: 11x00 p.m. 



Mr. C«f Ivy 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAUD 



RE: GERALD L. K. S_1TH 





Ut. Mm m 

James Row£, BMi _ 

of Detrga.fc_»* 
"n dividual has 



Reference is made to the memorandum to th e Director 
Jr., dated Way 20, 1942, in which he aavised that ^ 

claims information he gave to the FBI regarding the caption© ________ 

in some way come into the possession of HarryXBennett of the Ford Motor 
Company. ^ 

SAC. Buga s advised t his morning that neither he nor any Agent in his office 
had ever discussedW^^^^| or information that he bad given to the Bureau with 
Harry Bennett or an^me^Der of the Ford Motor Company or with any informant who 
might have taken it totheFord Motor Company. He stated that the "rather scant y, 
-j inf^rjmtion 11 given by BsSaSB *— s beenkept_confidential and has not been discussed 
V/% "outside the Detroit ofrfce^Tie stated ^^M3P ias a W 8 a vei 7 cagey P art 

and one of the reasons he has given forTo^^aBcLng is that he is afraid it will 
get out if he gives it to the Bureau and that he might later be called on to 
testify. Bugas pointed out it wouldn 1 t benjcej^ry for the Detroit office to 
t.ft ll Harry B enne t^about infornation i n__^8S_kvfl possession because in the past 

B__ff Gerald L* K. Smith and Bennett were 
^^r^^^^^S^associaTeo^^He^sxaTe^Wfe^ been and st^U^is^^iveryclose 

contact with professional informants ar^i^T^gtroit, such as | p 
and that, of course, Smith knows what |^^^^fccnows about ho_n^5i5?cea^-Th still 
is in more or less Cfij^tont contact wf^fflennRt he would be in a position to 
advise Bennett wha t J^J||J knows about him. ^>7<- 




SAC. Bugas stated that he tal ked 
Number One Man Boyd and Special Agent^^ 
occasions, trying to persuade him to c ome 
Smith. He stated he is of the opinionf" 
believes he has propositioned the 

the information he has on Smith. TJ!"sTe/ted he has also given the excuse for not 
talking that he is in fear of his wife, which Bugas does not think very likely. 




on one occasion and that 
ve~ talked to him on several i?7<^ 
sari and tell us what he knows about s 
is holding out for money and ( 
n New York for $100,000 to give the* 

e 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 

DATE ~)(d*> BY SfiL_.,Al Q/w5 

d04 v 433 



Respectfully, 




umford^ 




1/ 



£U" V 




KTD : lean 



HaiOHiJiOlM FQK UR. JattftS AOS^ JR. .' 
TIB AS&SIaflT TO THE AT1Y3KN0 GBitfUa, 




Reference is and© to your aeaormndu^djted Bay 20, 1942, in which you 
advised you have been Informed thatfl f of Detroit, kliciiigan, claims 

aloo ,f (irnliiiad oy hie to tft* /etfera^Jureau of Investigation nee con* into 
^ V si on - of Harrx Benne ti. Far sonnel J*x#ctor of the ford kotor Coapany. 

". ' " . . ' .. ~~ " " 

has been interviewed by employee* of this Bureau on numerous 
occasions, both Trior and subsequent to the date on which you furnished -inf or- 
ration concerning him to Mr. D. If* Ladd* He has r« fused to furnish any addition 
InfonrALion regarding Smith other than that which he bad previously furnished to 
an investigator for tne Tolan Coned t~~ee, with the exception of a suggestion to t 
effect that Gerald L. &« Soith on one occasion obtained a sub of none? from the 
Gerxan Consul in Detroit, Uicnigan. He has refused to furnish any additional 
information regarding Smith, Justifying his refusal by stating he fear* for his 
personal safety* It is the opinion of the Special Agents who have talked to hir. 
that althou/h he undoubtedly do«8 possess considerable da ta concerning Srlth he 
will not divulge this inforration unless be 





On Itay 23, 1942, M was interviewed by John S. Bugas, the Specie] 

I A^ent in Ch^rje of the uetrm^Wrice of this Bureau, and was very carefully 

3 uestior * <,<i in connection with Ills statement to the effect that Information furni 
■r hia to the fax had eo«a into the possession of Harry Bennett* However, be n 
T fuse d to clari fy this arid refused to coradt hiitself in any way* During the intt 
^e«| Iruqut^ad ar« Bu^as to nake an appointment for hia with harry Benr 

Harequest, of course, was refused in view of Uie circumstances. 



1 have careful 
this Bureau through 
torrepre sen tati ve" 



--rv 



-eofr 



Nichols^ 
Roien 

Tracy 

Carnon 

Coffey 
Hendon 

McGuire_ 



a fully c becked on tts possibility ^feat inf orvff^i on furni shed 
■j P could have been divulged to ijarrv B^>ine$ or any 
WWheFord Motor Company and wish to s£at«3 have aecertaJ 
?-tni"s haa not been done* I sight point out , that, sicca .<$rffl$ Lrt. Saith ii 

does possess oonsieir^&e r^for^ati^n 



OUvlB pee. 
Ladd 



wjFain^ his, 

— Mail 



—r4 + U. U.a. 

m*. VII MM A J Wi 



it 

E D ] 

£ MAY^7i942 Rm . 

FEDERAL BCR^.-v IKVCST-'SJITW* 
DE^.N^; OF JUSTICE 



f. S 




^at 
:k£roun< 



ld3-3*iftr truly woura^ - 



Qui no Tamrn 

NeaBe n _ i M [ 

8 Gandy 




'{M: Eisar Hoover 
Director 



/ALL IKrCEMION CONT^iNE, 

IN IS UHCLASSIFI 
DATE. lM v> BY^Pi^iAl^ 




« * — 1 
JOKrt EXKSAR HOOVER 

' PIMCTOR 
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Hrftrral Burrau of InurfrUeatton 
SUtuCu wiut SB SScpartttlrrii of »U0xtCr 

Kay 22, 1942 



Mr. T«lgon_- 

Mr. E.A. Tamm, 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 




. f. 



MEMORANDUM FOR »T. t. 

u 

Fe; G^FALT L. VTTH 



LATD 



ft. i 





Mr. Roseo 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Cofley 1 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. HollomtD 
Mr. McGuire 



1/ 



the 



I tele j: ion i cully- contacted Special A.'ent 1 
Eetrcit Fi-sld Fivieion -'."ith reference to instructions in_ 
letter dated *:f.y 6, 1942 to the Detroit Office that< 
informant in the above case, should be immediately inte" a iewed on 
the basis of information furnished by hxm to ;m investigator for the 



Mr. Qui no Timm 
Mr. Harbo 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Beahm 

MiB>Gandy 




.in H.--J c cnrco nt.>"i 



f 1 



-ursau, concern!'-! j Gerald L. K . Smith. 



v 



jo'?* 1 " I advised A^rntflBBH that a * en; o ran dun has been received 

from the Assistant to the Attorney General to the effect th^t one 
Ha r ry^ ^ nn e 1 1 h - s ot t a in d yc ^e^ornjf th i s inf orjTj^ionitfi i ch ra s 
furnish sd tc the Cor^ittee by and th^tW^Wffi^^B is now 

in f e -r for h" s life as a resiJl^^T^ennett ' s havin^oW^med tnis 
information; furl'ier'jore, that they sesa to think that Ferine tt ob- 
tained t"-:* s 5 rf^m? ti ?n frorr. us. The ■ Tr.^randurs concl udes v. ith t he fol- 
io v; i n :; request; 11 "i 11 you 1 - • t tt. e kn or r'n a t inf orr =. t i on fl ■ f u rn i sh e d , 

:nc ^Iso '.hat inf oration ths Fureau has abrut the relitTijl^^of 1 

Inasmuch as the /.lent handling this c^se in the Detroit Office ras 



. _ _ J. - ~ 



no o j.! . :euia lei i.vu.iLLis, x re- ustceu 



ana to auvn s e me tonirht, in ^ener-1, v.hat in. or; .at ion |B^?^£*«n^srece itly 
furnished the Bureau s.bout jer^lc L. I', frith; ?h-t a ^^^^BWET^^f^P reli^- 
b^Ji bility; ?.nd ; h-ta-r there is any basis for the allegation r^Tne^^ffi s tr.nt 
tfTP to the .'tlorney Z^artl ti] t Harry Fennett obtained this information free; us. 



i?7C ' :e.it 

and v;ould call >.e 



Call: 9:45 

r necif.l 
>".-cial A,*ent| 




d vised that he would ort^.in all the inform ti en _:of siVle, 
ck on this natter. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
VTrlETN IS UNCLASSIFIED X 
DATE 5*3 BY . 

at ■ ■ telephonic^ lly advised that he ^ad talk ed vrith \ 
v^oTvas handling ■Ui^^^ase^jand ^^Jj^^^^jQ^-^ furnished 
tion c >- ernin HtfftrSi m?^^ I-/ ->~^ / _ ... 




4 J <5^2ia 



■ e^orani-jn for r *r. Laud 




r 




He claims definitely that he has a wealth of incrir 
"in, 7 evidence against Firith - as a jraj/s-r of fact, that he has a "sui tease i 

"."ill e^Uhlith the conrec 



^ _ of do cur. Tnt ar./ evidence," and th- 



/] v * e t e en " e r a 1 r")^ y?i r od , Chi rl 3 s P 'ijC^jf-.'. son, "i±iiair. F-U'. ' 1 eyV^e 1 ley, and nu: 
^ of a-rcnin ent inouttriia.l figures i'n the automobile an J steel in tries, int 
] in~ henry an." fdse.l-j^ord, "rnrst "on" "rjt^ir, and a Kan by the n::r-e of 
<*— the Fun Oil Co:::yaay, re well as nu.: :r?ur others. He int." ic-:. ted, ho" ev-?r, ai 
extreme reluctance to put nit any information, becauf" he is in need of a jc 
^nd he felt that any expose vhich he ni.^ht be a party to vo 1 Id involve, of 
ecessit;^ ;xr erf ul ren ncl reyrrcni-.sioiir v;v;ld be directed at him nd he v.c 
e ruin-a. He indicated definitely in Mr in~ervier that he v:..s fearful oi 
lis a r ° on ..1 saf f -- ty , because n c f t of the in ' o ma t i ~ n r Li. s no t l : o v m to ^ny or 
else" ex-eat hi-relf and F::ith. Fe i-ficai^ th:.t he r.i^ht It inte-etted ii 
re: .uner^ tion. 



'ted that all of the alcove information vas .-'urniahec 



j-Lf-ent- 

a y L C lettar tothe Firpctor in ans ?r to the Pureau letter of "■ „' 6; t' 
• if evasive and elurivr, is afraid of reo--rcussions, he needs a job, et c 
snC so he furnished nothin w ^iore than the information originally furnirheJ , 

b'? " ith reference to tie nfo m: t ion ~ett"iiv o Parry ^T-nn^tt, agenl 

^_ l t 1 e d th a t th e op in i on e::pr e r s ed b. th e in t e rvie^^^y e n t , ■ nc the o ,:dni ( 
I beMeved to \ e held also by FAC ru.aas. v th .. t p^- 



is vr"'in " to c: 



on !ai~ informs tion i'^r jsrr-'val yrofit -;.nd ..111 not c oop er.. t s r it}} the Fu.a 
Sq^^ unless he is assumed th-~t it v.ill be f.orth his vrhile; so that, cons leer in; 
the f-uct that he has never furnished any r-recific information concem'.nj F: 
^ if Fennett as oVt iinined incriminating evidence frci:i W^Bl^^^ about r .ith. 



C O". : Id not h : ve ob tain ec it from th e Bu r e au • 



I r.dvised A,- T ent' 
hdht have obtained, 



that, TTith ref-^?'ence to information lv hich F; 
state. ■ en t zo tiie Tolan Coar.it tee vas furn: 



I 

JL1JL ^ Li W liU » W »- W f ff^^JL 

to the Fureau, an (2 v.-a^^n^urrTTurriished to the Petroit Office; th .t, th?] 
".e desired to >nov ; T.-hsthsr there ras any possibility of this information _J 
v:as furnished to the Bureau having gotten to fennett. I requested A^ent ^ 
Iff ^ have :. -,C Fu^as call me not later than 9:30 A. tomorrov. morning, ray C3 f 
regard "Inr this possibility. 



if ent 



advised that this ^ould be done. 

:pectfully, 

T. v. V'urnford 

// / 




/ 



/ 



4 



' Mr. "loleon . .... *-- 
' Hr. F- A.T»i=m ..- 



. Ur. Cicnc 



JAMES HOWE, JR 

MMTWT TO TV« ATTQRfY OH 



department of 3Ju*tice 



V 1 



i:ty 20, 1942 



'QtuM'W..'. ; : 0;: J. £.D3AK HOjV-Il 



Sqxjs tin^r L..50 I ^:.ve to^^juL^r the Bureau 
cvrti.in information phout ^j^nKyS^jyuj^M of Detroit, 
which in"or:iiL t ion hfcd Leer^nrnisnecto nie con- 
fidentially by an outside source. At t^^^^n^ the 
FBI ivi s in the process of interyiewinjjKfHjSt^f con- 
cerning th National uoriu i-^t./ue an ^^^^BB^ had 
; v.he^h'r he should talk frankly to Tm^TcI. In 

tiiT* p- st h-- had irr_ic:.ted an obvious unv.'illingn 0 ?: to 

CO 50. 

At -TV su ; --e sti on , B^ BSB v " a s told to tfclk freely 
i nc fr-ncly to rhe soeci^R?ent in Letroit. 




Inr v.jrd no~i co r - s to r.e t:"iat 
the inferr tion he five to th ✓ TEI 




1^ Ltis 
some way eonie 



into i he pos^e^sion of fir.rrj^C erinett, so-called 
"P rsonn--! Lire ct or" of th;. rord Xotor Co'nr.cjiy end 



nov. in fca.r of his life. 

'ihe person r,ho g-ve me this information is seriously 
di sturbed by this disclosure. I do not know the merits 
of W^^^^^^^^f contention, nor do I kno\> anythin,- P^gj jU 
hi :^rS^fl^HTy7 D E F J 




villi you let me .enow whet in forma ti on ■ ■ fur- 

nished anc olso vh^^^^foj^iaiion the 1-ureau rJa^^aTout 
i h>- re li i.V ilil y vho is closely associated 

with ^eralc *"^^Sn^^^ 



JUK 8 RE CD 
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James Rov/e, Jr. 
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$rb?ral Bureau of )nu?sttgation 

»ntte& /States Brpartment of Justin? 

Detroit — Ifi.cb'' g sa 
^lfey"l6, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



ATTENTION; Photographic Laboratory 



Dear Sir: 



Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH; 

INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. 

Enclosed please find two 25-foot rolls of 
BOnipan film. 

Please develop and print as instructed, 
returning prints to this office* 

Very truly your a, 

b 7 JOHN S. BUGAS 

[-1126 Special Agent in Charge 

cc: Photographic Laboratory 





AIL INFORM CONTAINED 
HEREIN \l 

DATE-^^Li^YiifMs^ 




w. ir..^- [; x -;,j jj_ ( - f 

G MAY 19 !9{2 
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I 




5-1S-A2 



*-JJPM EUT EJP 



FLI DETROIT 

DIRECTOR - 
HOI1E. GERALD L. K. SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. ADVISE 
PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY NOT TO PRINT PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHICH TEN 
COPIES WERE REQUESTED CONCERNING DETROIT FILE NINE EIGHT DASH TW 
EIGHT SIX. TRANSMITTAL LETTER WAS DATED MAY SIXTEEN AT DETROIT 
EHCLOSIMC TWO ROLLS MINI PAN FILM. - OK TO PRINT AS INSTRUCTED 
PHOTOGRAPHS CONCERNING DETROIT FILE SIX TWO DASH ONE ONE TWO SI? 

A AMD K . v ,: 

500 PM OK FBI WASH DC NC/}.^- ; ' . • V f .-.y ■ ' 



ALLlNFOmWCONWD 
HtROH IS SRSLASSIFIED 





y 



RGRrAVB 



J 



t - - 
EX -It 



- y/ 



2Z 9 1942 



Eo» OSJULD L. K. 55?1TH| 

WTffiJfC SKCilttllY. SSDITlQff. 



Cw Stri 



ion - ? f^f* 10 * 11 10 l»tt«r datod Eay 16, 

and Ulotjrp* aowwaiication datod Kay 19. »j31 
r^ardlnc tt» 4bova-OAption.il cam. 

roll* forwarded to th« Bureau bar* 
boon <wvolop*3, «n<i oopioa «•* b#ln£ forward to your 
of fic» ondtr aojutr&to raglatorod oovor. 

Vory traJjr josr** 



John Kdgar Hoovor 
Dlroctor 



Mr. Tolion 

Mr. £. A Tamm_ 

Mr. CUgg__ " 

Mr. Gl*vi n 
Mr. Uid 
Mr.Niehol, j 

Mr. Rotes 

Mr. Tr«cy_ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UMDLASSSFiEO 
DATE— 4^b__BY^£6^ui 



Mr. Canon 

Mr. Coff«y__ 

Mr. Heodoc 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. MeGuire 
Mr. QutDD Tamm 

Mr. Neat, 

Mitt Gandj 



MAILED ? 3jXl« n ' ; -- J ' " 



* NAY 2 3 194? ftM.j 



XEOiRAl ftUUAU OF IN VEST 16 ATI ON 
U. fc,Uf PART HUT Of lUITKC 



. --rs*n 



00* 



t>. m b 




JH:klb 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS LUCUISSIfiED 
DATE Ws> w4 



f. > 





Oerald L* K. Smith was reportedly born at Fardeeville, Wisconsin, 
in February, 18? 8* He Is said to have attended Bo tier Seminary at Indianap- 
olis, Indiana and to have later T>een graduated froa Valparaiso ttaiverwity, 
with an A*B« Decree* After leaving college, Ssdth took op active Artj as a 
Sinister and Is said to have held pastorates at the 7th Street Christian 
Church at Indianapolis, Indiana and at the King* a Highway Church of Shreveport, 
Louisiana* 

During the tine that he was a sinister at Shreveport, Louisiana, 
he Is alleged to have become a fast friend and political proponent of the 
late Huey Long. Advisedly he ultimately left his work as a Minister and 
was assigned by Long to the task of nationalising the "Share the health" 
pro gran. Seiith's duties In 'this regard apparently Included travelling 
about the country and attempting to Interest persons In betting up these 
clubs. 

During the &fe of Buey Long, Sndth was an outstanding perJonSity 
In the Lone machine but subsequent to Long's death, he la r^ponted ic $aje 
incurrec the disfavor of Lori£ ! B successors and to have been ouiSf^L fro^\he 
organisation. It is known that he preached the sermon at long^^Ssrem* 

After being dismissed froa further activity In the rygmmfi 9 of 
the Long political machine he is reported to have gone to Kew *fcrk irxfiAere 
in 1937 to have organised a group known as the ■Coasiittee of 1,000, 




Sedth'e organisational efforts In lew Tork were apparently not 
successful and In 1938 he removed to retro it, Hehigan where he was instru- 
mental In founding a group known as the "Federation of Anerlcanisatlon la 
Michigan". This effort was likewise unsuccessful and eventually Smith devoted 
himsel f to recreating and directing his original comnlttee, namely the "Cos* 
Mr. t»t»* sdtte e of 1,000,000" froa Detroit, Michigan. y » 

Mr. 1. A. T»«m__ Ar* m * *■*?>.'■/'■■. *-r ^ ^ 

Mr. cim Smith's activities during the past three years and at the present^ 

Mr oi**i» have been devoted exclusively to an attempt to increase the number ^oCadheMfita 
*ii,V«** . 1o * t he •Comrlttee of 1, 000,000" 9 In an effort to popularise MslWlttea 
*W* vt.k.ii *• P"* 118 *"* 1 » magazine known as "The Cross and the Flag 11 , an£ ha^lafcely 
«>■ -agtSBllshed an "Inner Circle" which as Its naiss would iaply designates a^^roup 
uf Ule select few who have bean chosen to carry on the work of the * sjcraa^ttee 
uf 1,000,000" • Another part of his program, has Included weekly ra<#o Jbroad-T' 



""—casts frorc Station »JR at Detroit. Vlchiran. 
f «y 
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Smith's work in connection with the ■Oosmdttee ox 1^000,000* 
as outlined In the preceding paragraph has been given principally to 
criticism of the present atblniatratlon particularly with reference to 
its foreign policy. Prior to the involvment of the United states in the 
current war, his radio broadcasts and his editorials were ell strongly 
isolationist In sentiment and at tines an ti -Seal tic. 

According to the accepted publication of the "Committee of 
1,000,000", "The Cross sad the Flag*, the seven fundamental principles of 
x.ne L*WKLVt>ee utc oeea oeigMtca m ioxjjuvbs 

1, To rebuild the spirit of America, 

2. To wipe out the last vestige a of Communism, Baalism, 
and Fascism in all forms. * 

3* The redefinition of the American national character. 



dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions., 

5* To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what 
is now known as an international plot to involve them in 
a world revolution. 

£• To rededicate the citizenry of America to the family 
altar and to the spirit of the church* 

7. To secure the maintenance of a well-defined standard 
Of American living. 

Since December, l$h\, the program of the •Committee of 1,000,000" 
Mr. T» l ■ •»_j3aa_reportedly shifted to a detiuneia ion of Communism and to a general 
Mr. I. A. Ta-wdLiciam of the administration in the conduct of the war effort. 

Mr, CUf k 

Mr. qutSi teith has allegedly been actively engaged in various non- in ten- 
Mr. L*ii venti onist groups and has reportedly had the backing and support of an or~ 
Mr. NUh«i« ganlt atlon of this type known as •Mothers of United States of America". 
Mr. Ktau * * 

Mr Tr»«r It has further been reported that he was at one time an active 

Mr * Cw ,. r~»SSe r of William Dudley Feller's Silver Shirts. 

Mr! H*!<*» 0,1 tne "ieht of April 2u, 1912, Smith, daring the course of an 

Mr HillBai» ft(lflre88 *° B » enbers °f tilc "Comciittee of 1,000,000", announced his candidacy 

Mr. Me0«ir« 

Mr • Qjjss Tftsss 

Mr. N«»*« 

Mtii Qaady 



for the office of united States Senator for the State of BleUgaa. At that 
tin he reportedly announced hie platfor* "that which was P^^J 
adapted fortae^CoEwlttee of 1/XJ0 9 000". This platfa* ie said to include 
the following four pointei 

1. One hundred percent loyalty to the war effort. 

2. $100.00 a uonth for eTery soldier. 

3. An honest hearing in the Senate for the Townsend Plan. 
I* tires for everybody. 

Concerning Smith, it baa further been reported that he was arrested 
on Koveffiber 3, 1936 by the Police Department of Hew Orleans, Louisiana, on a 
charge of having disturbed the peace in the using of obscene language. 
Reportedly this arrest resulted is his receiving a suspended oeitence of 
$10,00 and ten days. 

It has also been nentioned that Saith has been involved as plaintiff 
in several libel and slander cases. According to newspaper accounts in Karen 
of 1939 he instituted a $£00,000 slander suit against the Karen of #ae Kerereel 
Cocpany for having allegedly slanderously associated bin with Father Divine as 
a "Rabble Rouser*. 



m a.i . , ■ .A 4-4- *V,» affaof 



*K»+ 4n TOUT e^nlth f! ImI libal 

, A U-W V «»' ■» » — »* — _ — — — w 

charges against the Washington Tines, Washington, D. C. This suit, it was 
stated, was subsequently dropped by the plaintiff without any active effort 
toward prosecution. 
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Tn connection with out telephone conversation 
of June 1. 1912 9 there le enclosed herewith for your 
confidential iafomatlon a sugary- eettinr, forth 
evallAble background date and tic activities of Gerald 
U Km Oaith of Detroit, llc-iicca* 

As a matter of int< rect activities of this 
Individual are presently under lnvectleatlon by this 
Durrau* 

> 

Sincerely youra, 



Boovrr 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



THIS CASE ORIOINATID AT 



D3TR0IT, LICKIGAN 



100-8486 




AT 



WASHINGTON, D. C* 



DATE WHDi MASK 

6/4/42 



WHICH 



6/1,2/42 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH; C0L33TTEE OF OJG MILLION 



CHAJCACmt OF CAM 



INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



\ 



a* 



Copies of SMITH'S broadcasts over Station W 0 L 
from October 29, 1941 to December 24, 1941 and a 
copy of "The Cross and the Flag", Volume 1, Number 1, 
April, 1942, were obtained, and are being forwarded 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



DETAILS: 



- huc - herein is booted 



bureau letxer to tne ueLroiL rieia Division a^ea 
April 23, 1942. (62-/(3818) 



AT oASHTJ^GTOI^ D« C« 



letter 




e above ref ere&ce^ 




orporation ai 



In accordance with instr ucti ons conta J J ~ 5 ~' ~ 
e write r contacte 

of the AjnericaH b roadcasting 

representative of the Ifutua^flRaocasting Company and that he personally 
hsd been contacted by the subject in making arrangement s for the broadcasting 
of transcriptions of his speeches* He also stated that he censored each 
end every broadcast, a typewritten copy of which was forwarded to him from 
Detroit before the transcription was made and that after corrections by 
him they were returned to SlIITH and the transcriptions made. He made 
available the transcription records and also typewritten copies of all .. : . ; 
speeches made by SIlITH 



The writer listened to the recordings £nd followed the 



aftrovbd and 





of 



COPIES OF THIS 

, fy- Bureau ^<$*<f\ . 

^■APetiiort »• * \ 

-O — t.'fl shiner t.nn Kiftlrl. * 

t>, 'i,w V 



OCT 13 1S£4 



of the speeches by the typewritten copies and learned that they are 
substantially the same except for a few minor differences in words and 
language used which in no way changed the text of the speech. Photostatic 
copies of these speeches are being forwarded to the Bure au together with 
this report. 

In brief, the speeches made by SMITH have all been directed to 
the President, members of Congress and members of the Cabinet. During 
these speeches, SMITH has taken it upon himself to point out various 
controversial issues of the day, stating his opinion in this regard as 
to the actions of the President and Congress on these matters and advised 
that the statements made by him were formulated from letters forwarded 
to him by the members of the organization known as The Committee of One 
Million. 

The electrical transcriptions carried identification tags as 
set out below, all of which ^re the same except for the dates and length 
of time of the program: 



"Date of program x Program § 

Program time \ 
Title \f 
GERALD L. K. SMITH jfRadio Sta tion V» 0 X. 
Date 

Essex Broadcasters, Inc. , 
330 Union Guardian Building, 
Detroit, Michigan 11 

A photostatic copy of these broadcasts is being maintained in the Vfashington 
Field Office files and two copies are being sent to the Bureau. 

VS^S^KP^^S^S^S* Periodicel Reading Room, Library of Congress, 

telephonicaTL^ co^^ ^eo^niaoffice in order to make available to Special 

gopy of the ^ubl lest ion n The Cross and the Flag' 1 * 
The wr^Wr^BMiiciedB^^^^f'^ ^^ fand at that time he advised that he would 
make available the aoov^mWeato publication and on the following day this 
was forwarded to the Washington Field Office for its use. - 

• ENCLOSURE TO THE BUREAU 

Two photostatic copies of radio speeches made by GERALD L. K. SMITH 
lOna eoov of M The Cross and the Flaff*. Volume I- Number 1* 

' r* . «-» r -.- . — r ■ — - — w 

April, 19A2. ,» - -J-*' --■ ■ -y^- - : ' * 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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material available for release to you. 
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I I Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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**** Ur ^-'Tvumn Subject: 




*ir. /iniiUat attoro«Qr ta*r*l Vndall 

f ".. ; f from: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of~Inv*Bti£ation 

ll 
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Thare 1» enclosed 



OEUO-D U *• SMITH Ml Ww _ . ._ . 

Mama ; "iL- - n *'^ 

Dflt 
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TO: Ur. J. Edgar hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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MEMORANDUM R^-^i ^ ? ~ </ J f / f ■ 



^ V Aj J / For your kind consideration and appropriate a^tj^y^ \^\2 



To the Honorable 
Francis Biddle 

a a. 4. _ — n a n n 

Of the United StateB 
Dear Sir 




APR 2 2 m 





I beleive it was Last Sunday That I mailed A leQer To your 
Office Regarding the Broadcasting of Jearld L.Klsnith who as I 
Bee it is Broadcasting just the way the Nazies and there allieB 

ast .and In mv Own Mind T ^elHve Vic 
is either Directly or indirictely in the employe of the enemies 
of the American Form of Goverment.and is doing all in his power 
cause hatered in the hearts and Minds of the People against the 
Goverment of this United Stages • 

On account of my fight against Unamerican activities and on acco 
of Uncovering much Pro Naxie Activities and Pro Nasie Propogenda 
why Of course I am Glassed as A Rat I am classed as Brainless I a 
Glassed as A person who is far from being Intelligent, and I have 
Received A Challenge From an anti Roosevelt Man who is Conected 
with One of the Bigest Sews papers in, t he State to take an Intel: 
test This Man alougth A Bueisness Man Sates Ho3s~erelt-~.--J~-am Hate< 
so "badly here By the Anti Roosevelt Gang and the Pro Nazie Gang 
£iid the Enemies of Democracy that some times it is Impossible fo: 
me to i*arn enough Money to Buy Food For My Family .But Regardless 
4-"\«and My Family are Going to Continue to Fight all Unamerican Acti' 
* and do all in Our Power to Help Win this War even if we have to 
, Give our Lives in Doing so .so Mr Biddle X am Sending th is le tte: 
By Special Delivery and Air Mail s^-*tet-l*--will-^eacii-- your Depa: 
and I am Incloseing A Clipping taken out Of this Morning. s Free 3 
and T__aaV-Y^n are You Go ing. _to let this Pro Nazie_Jearld K^Suit] 
Con tinue- to . ug g-^h^-^ftido-f or the furpose of Destroying True"" 
americanism tnat Our Forefathers Gave there Lives For and which 0\ 
Boys are Fighting on the Field of Battle Right now to Defend- 



For the Best Intrest of America and LibeftyTffiaQ^ee^l^and For ' 
The Protection of Our Boys who are to day Fighting and Dieing on 
the field of Battle so .-that America may always be A the Land of 
the Fr»e. I ask You to put this Man Smith off the Air#and-put-hi^ 
Where he Belongs in some Unamerican Prison Oamp.trrMy^ own Mind 
I think this Man Smith is A Traitor and an Allie of the 
^-Tlue Americanism and Democracy*' 

Yours For Su$r 
For The Armies o 
and there Allies 
and Shall Hot Ev 





Predicts a Bacitnre 

leu predicted r U « U ' < h e 
sedition, accusations made against 

to acts which would cause a 
sweeping revulsion against Amer- 
ican Jewry, the newspaper said. 

"Why do they fear Father?" 
Ward was quoted as saying. "He's 
been silent for two years. He 
hasn't written, or spoken on the 
radio. They're afraid of what 
hel] divulge, I tell you." 

Ward's service as editor of 
Soci al' Justice ended in June, 1940. 
■ Dies In "SIaHOU" " « 

Death came to Him suddenly in 
a ' railroad station. Funeral 
arrangements for him were not 
complete Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
national chairman of the Com- 
mittee of 1,000, 000 announced 
that he would speak Friday night 
the subject: 
"Will we permit the Reds to jail 
Sfcther Coughlin?" 
Hsmlth's speech will be In the 
HAccabeea Building auditorium. . 
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June S 19A2 



Mr J Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D C 

Dear Mr Hoover: 

Tour letter and memo regarding Gerald 

o 

L K _Smitlj has been received and will be treated 
confidentially. Many thanks. 



Sincerely yours 




fa 

I 



10M15M2 
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15 JUN 8 IS-.? 

U. b. DEMwattNT Of- JUSTICE 



JOHN 




HOOVER 
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%t ht ral Sure au of Ittupattgatlxm 
Bnttefc fttatra Bepartmcnt of Sustfr* 

June 4, 1942 
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MEMORANDUM MR. P. M. UDD 



Re: Gerald Z» X. Sidth; 
Sedition 



■. A. T« 



Carton _ 
Caffw 



Qulm T« 

My. «mu 

HIM lMk« 




Call j 9:10 a.m. 
Dictated: 10:20 a.m. 



Number One Man Boyd of the Detroit Office was con- 
tacted while he was in touch with the Bureau concerning other 
matters and was questioned concerning the duplication of symbols 
used by the Detroit Office for the t^chnica^urjemance on 
Snith. Mr. Boyd had reported the symbols J^^^^^^B would 
be used for t his surveillance but on the JB'rnLnjJ ol Ju"j^^^ 
1942 SABSBof the Detroit Office advised Supervisor ■ P \ n 
aboM|^rould be used to designate this surveillance. J> ^ 



9 



fc*?D 



that sym 



ACTION: After checki 
Mr. Boyd stated that sym bols 
regarded and that symbol flS£s?ho- 
this instance. 




co rug ui iud vj.j.A^«t 



^should be dis- tOX) 
eerveTis the designation in 



Respectfully! 
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Jefceral Sureau of Inueatigatinn 

Snitefc States Separttnent of Justice 
Detroit - Michigan 
June 6, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Sir: 



Re: GERALD L. kPsIITH A LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

INTERNAL SECURITY - Sedition^ ERE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED x . 

DATE nUW? .BYSflA M ar* 



This will confirm telephon e conversation b etween 
Special Agent (A) Milton J. Boyd and fB£fK!^3SES9l on ^ e 

1942, at 2:30 P.M. 




Q 



To^Rha^GR1uIW!llflsHBn!a^^ven out a press release to be 
made public after six P.M. June 7, 1942. The press release con- 
sisted of a letter to Attorney General BIDDLE, advising BIDDLE 
that SMITH had learned of a plot by which certain people were 
going to plant ammunition and firearms in the homes of airffi's 
followers and then tip off the Federal Bureau of Invest" 
that they would then be raided and SMITH discredited* " 
said that SMITH claimed he got this information from Mr 
the American Mercury Magazine, Kew York City, New York. Beside 
the letter to Attorney General BIDDLE which was dated June 5, 1942, 
SMITH also released his radio speech which was to be delivered 
over radio station tfJR, Detroit, Michigan, on June 7, 1942, A 
photostatic copy of the letter as well as a photostatic copy of 
his 



1 



jtigationso^^^ 



ra£i£ ^speech is being forwarded herewith. 

* \ * * t * * * » , _ ._- 

ioilowing* information was gi^^j) 
whose identity is known to tne j 





7 
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*reau 

[^manager for 
had^^c^^^l 



HUBE3T^fife»££ telephoned BERNARD 
GERALD L. f^gfcJTK, who told him that he, LUC 
call frii'^^ellpK from the Justice Department named _____ 
and he wantet^^i^k to SMITH about it* HUBERT LUCKER ,told 
SMITH that^^^^^^H ot the Justice Department called again, 
but did not say what he wanted to speak to him about^ 1^°™ 
verified the telephone number by calling Randolph 29W*> and 
ascertaining that that was the telephone number of the Detroit 
F^eld Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. SMITH ad-; 



8 y?i 



JU:>- 




( 



Latter to the Director June 6, 1942 



vised LUCKER not to respond to the telephone call end to wait 
until he received an official letter requesting an interview 
with LUCKER or else a subpena. SMITH said he had other things 
to talk with LUCKER about, and inasmuch as UTCKER was suffering 
from a severe cold and after effects of drunkenness (which re* 
suited in arrest by Grosse Points Fark, Michigan, Police Depart- 
ment )^S^IJ^j^ited LUCKER 1 s home. LUCKER suggested to SKI TO 
that ■^^^^^^^^|mu9^^y^^ce^the Department of Justice 

to investiga^esEITO. W^j^t^^B aJ * 50 told SMITH that a mac 

IpnT55^5nted 1 



name 




at Randolph 2<?0^ wanted him to call. Inasmuch as J^?^ 



he dicT not know anybody by tha^^me. he wanted to ask SMITH 
about it first, suith adviaed^ (to ignore the telephone 
call and to wait until he got an official letter from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation or else a subpena inasmuch as he feared 
it might be someone improperly trying to gain information* 
SKI1H arranged an appointment with HARRY BENNETT of the Ford 
Motor Company for the afternoon of June 3, 1942 at BENNETT'S 
office. 

On June 2, 1942, according to 1 
m SMITH received a telegram from WILLIAM HUIE, Associate 
.tor of the American Mercury Magazine in New Tork City and a 
friend of GEORGE ZISUOOSKI of the New York Sun* According to the 
telegram, HUIE wanted SMITH to telephone him to make an appoint- 
ment since HUIE expected to come to Detroit* On June 3> 1942, 
SMITH advised his manager, DOMAN, that HUIE was coming to Detroit 
on June 4, 1942, and that DOMAN should find out where HUIE was 
staying and to be nice to him but not "to slobber all over him". 

^ 4, 1942, SMITH telephoned ^^^^^i^Wof the 

|Lf> Ford Motor Company. SMITH told^ pthat he lyr^ 

hao^nrienaTnNew York City, an editor of a magazine and an 
important fellow who called up a number of organizations, in- 
cluding Burkhead'a Organization, and told them that he was going 
to write an article about GERALD SMITH if they had any material. 

BURKHEAD got chummy with this New York editor (HUIE) and told him_ — - 

that within the next ten days, machine guns, munitions, and other 
such materials would be placed in picked homes in Detroit, that 
tips would then be made to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
who would raid these homes* lfce owners of the homes which were 
raided would then say that they were associated with GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, members of the Committee of One Million, great admirers of 
CHARLES LINDBERGH, etcetera. By this way the Jews hoped to 
demonstrate that SMITH w as head of an underground revolutionary If 
conspiracy. SMITH askedB3|S§Bif he knew anything about such c 
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done against the National Workers' League, In fact there was a 
Grand Jury investigation going on right now In Detroit under an 
attorney _from the Criminal Division of the Depa rtment j» f Justice* 
rar ^ a . „ _ told SMITH that he understood that «T 
TSHveST orders from New York "to get the Nal^^^^ 
League and SUITH too". SMITH said that wa^£ine,lj p would be a 
dandy one to do it, but tt6W said thal^ ^^pi i L uldn^t do it himself 
^ecausejie^always got o^Br^eog^j^^^^^m*^ things for him. 
"""" mKtsgsmiim auapected that^^ ^^gga^ j was in some way re- 

"5* causing SMITHjg^einvestigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation* fl| ft said he knew there was an investi- 
gation in progress ooncer^S^tlTH, but he didn't think there was 
anvthine to it and that he thought it had been dropped by now. 

Ldviaed SMITH to call HARRY BENNETT and tell him 
SMITH agreed that he would call HARRY BENNETT, 
suggested that it was a good idea because he knew that 
was "plenty thick with BUGAS and that he could do it 
all right*. SMITH thought that most of the talk concerning an 
investigation of h imself was attributed to WALTER WDJCHELL. 
SMITH asked H^^^jgS SI lf_ he had heard of any o^MITO's friends 
being questionea^ancM 0 said that he had* flj | refused to 

more than once but hadn't done any talking* ■ ptold^ SMITH 
that he should forget that he even told him t Hs; Jp 
that "HOOVEZt and VJINCHELL were close friends" as everj 
and that WINCH ELL was "using HOOVHt". 

SMITH telephonically contacted WimAifcff?UIE in Detroit, 
Michigan again, and HUIE asked SMITH to arrange an appointment with 
HARRY WKETT and also wanted to arrange an interview with HENRY 




stated 
rdy knew 



ruRD within the next month* 



..... 1 J A. 1 A. 1 1 J _~ _ A _^t,— . 

nuxib Baia wiiax. nv uau euLiaauj ayufwoi 



to ■HARRY BENNETT' s personal secretary, and SMITH 
saiWffi^KSS3p| was a responsible man* SMITH and HUIE met at 
the StatlerHoteTr Detroit, Michigan at It 30 P.U* on June 5, 19^2. 
On the morning of June 5, 1942, SMITf^ane^jARRY BENNETT'S 
office and explained apparently to ^ Jthat a friend whom 

he formerly knew in Louisiana had oomiiromNew York, that he was 
a very nice fellow and a very Important writer, and that the fellow 
brou^t in some very serious information concerning a plot that 
BURKHE1AD is planning on SMITH and others in Detroit. He said that 
the plot involved evervbodvan^was too important to talk about over 
the phone even though flj B wanted some idea what it was 

about so that he could ^SnfoHo HARRJ^BEJJNETT. SMITH con- 
tinued that BURKHEAD and his fellow conspirators in New York, 
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througi^ and other s, were to plant machine guns and 

aamunition^H^anuS^ of home a in Detroit, that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation would then be tipped off and requested to 
raid these hones. When the homes were raided, the occupant e were 
supposed to say that they were follower© of GERALD SMITH, HENRY 
FORD, HARRY BENNETT, FATHER COUGHLIN, and others. SMITH said that 
his informant was not the ordinary newspaperman, bu.t was a very 
fine type* He wouldn't dare use the name or he would lose him as 
a source of information* SMITH assured that this was not an 
exaggeration, nor a phony etory, taut that he knew it was beinf 
planned. SMITH suggested that HARRY BENNETT should call JOKi BUG AS 
right away and tell him that there is a plan to use the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a "stooge n and embarrass them. Stfiffl 
alsoajgcested that HARRY BENNETT ought to "put somebody on this 

I be cause he was working on all of them all the time". 
a^^RSgec^Kmp^act^nonthis suggestion and was assured of it* 
SMITH said that iKBSpSSSISB was mad because SMITH wouldnH give 
him a job and baeBiSana^Su^R<t get a Job at Fords, and HARRY 
BENNETT warned him about fl ■nearly four years ago* 

SMITH concluded by saying ^Hlwasno^pook story but that HARRY 
BENNETT should take action immediately because this was no spook 
story* 

On the morning of June 5, 1942, HUBERT LUCKSR telephoned 
SMITH and said that he had previously stalled off the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Agent and refused to contact him, but that 
they finally came to see him at his home and asked him about the 
paper and where the money came from, and that he had said that they 
could find this out from anybody and that he had answered all 
questions in generalities* He stated that he was also asked if 
he were still president and that he replied that he su] 
(It shouldbe stated here that, with my consent. Agents' 
and W B interviewed LUCKER exclusively about the 
Rom&m*iSveiiBnt and made no reference at all to GERALD SMITH 
or anything pertaining to his organization)* SMITH advised LUCKKR 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had also questioned one 
of his printers* SMITH then told LUCK^H about HUES, the magazine 
editor from New York who had been collecting information in order 
to write an article about SMITH and that he had interviewed several 
of SMITH* s enemies and one of them who is also an editor and 
friendly with RJRKHEAD, told him that within the next ten days 
a plot would be carried out whereby guns and ammunition would be 
planted in the homes of various people about town by the Jews, 
and that the Federal Bureau of Investigation would then be called 
upon to make raids and it would be publicly announced that the 
parties arrested were friends of GERALD SMITH, and that he was 
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sponsoring some kind of underground revolution. SMITH advised 
LUCKKR to keep his basement locked so that nothing could be 
thrownijtoi^when he wasnl^there. SMITH informed LUCK5R 
thatl |believedl |had a hand in all of this 

plot ^^n^^a^ca lied theTrjEtual friend who was "not very 
tall" (undoubtedly HARRY BENNETT) and told him that he ought 
to get in touch with Mr. BUG AS and advise him that this plot 
was a conspiracy against HEKRY FORD, CHARLES LINDBERGH, FATHER 
OOUGHUN, and all of us who have been leaders in this community, 

cum iiAiiiij. ui-t\ iti/i i am mvu iiu m u>uin wii%hi aeivvu uuviujik mab 

kind of a looking fellowW I was and if he was a Jew, and 
LUCKJR said no and that ini^^Bd been very nice in ouestioning 
him and did not make any effort to embarrass him, LUCK 31 said 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation Agaits were attempting to 
tie in some silly gossip relative to "the king" (meaning King 
CAROL of Rumania) coming to the United States and said that he 
thought they should know all about this as it was a matter for 
the United States Government for whom he hoped the Agents were 
still working. LUCKER said that he had t he Agents right in a 
corner in this* SMITH said that this wasl | work* 

LUCI^^hensaid that he asked them outri JJ^i^Tney had spoken 
to VI about these matters, suggesting that he knew 
a lo^aBu^^Semand that one of the Agents had said, "Tou mean 
me investigator worKing ior uirof uj^ea^x naa tnen sskwi u 
he did work for DIES and was told that as a matter of fact he 
did not, but merely did work for him whenhewanted some done in 
Detroit. SMITH then told LUCKER thatl |really works for 

the Jews, the Anti-Fascist League, anaTha^tney gave DIES all 
that stuff. SMITH said the Federal Bureau of Investigation hates 
the Dies Conmitteeanyway. LUCKER then said that this chap, 
referring to*J M was all right but what he did do about 
seeing other peopRy he could not say, and that he had tried to 

«*s~»ni. «ro <,4 «# A TtirtrrO A nftl oat 1 Ar*A ^+ A f 

^yyuaj. ««aon« OW If ,L mwvL^w »*w ^v»w »■»* ^-fc •» w* 

what they were driving at. SMITH suggested that they would try 
to get information from LUCKER* s "little Greek preacher friend" 
and he 8 aid that they had already about four days ago, and that 
the preacher had not called him. 

In the evening of June 5, 1942* SMITH attempted to 
call HUIE in Room 835 at thetoo^jd^^t Hotel, Detroit, Michigar 
but was unsuccessful. Iflhen^ plater contacted 

Mr* SMITH tele phonic ally; he was told the details of the guns end 
ammunition plot story. 
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Please be assured we will promptly receive advice as 
to any further developments In this matter* 

Very truly your a, 




Enclosures 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISL UNCLASSIFIED v 
nflTF Till** BY &PUaiAAomS 



FJS:1MJ 

6-10-42 
100-43818 



FOB THS A 
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Mr. «. 



It has been d«UnlMd that Oerald L* I* Saith, Uetroit, Michigan, 
deliTsred * radio address over the facilities s*? a Detroit fcroadcaetiag 
stetlon on toe evening ef June 7, 19*2. Prior to this data, the Detroit 
Field office of thle Bureau came Into possession of a copy of the radio 
ecript *Mch Smith coo tea plated delivering cm Jena) 7, 1942* 

The prepared contemplated apeech of Ssdth, a copy of which la 
enclosed herewith, pertalne to an allayed plot whereby hia enemies intend 
to plant daa&glne axhiblta euch as gma and eearanltlon la certain hoaoa la 
Detroit. Ac cardiac to thle ooateaplated speech, aftar the exhibit* hare 
been planted, the authorities of the Governaent are to raid the tanas and 
the owners of the premises raided would aa/ that they ere supporters of 
Gerald 1. K- Swdth, and that tola is a part of the Oersld U K. Salth plan. 

There is also enclosed herewith for your information a typewritten 
eopy of a letter prepared bj Smith directed to you, which he contemplated 
sending on June 5, 1W. It is reported that a copy of this letter was given 
to a representative of the press at Dstroit, Michigan, la the fora of a preaa 
release, but it was not to be released before 61OO P.M., jane 7, 1942* 

I wlah to adrlec that this Bureau has ao infomatlon ooncarminf 
this alleged plot. It la noted that Smith is presently under Investigation 
by this Bureau to determine if he is engaged In the violation of any statute 
within the invosti c ative Jurisdiction of thlo Bureau, and It is possible 
that you say desire to entertain prosecution against hia la the future* 
Will you kindly advise ae if you desire to have Salth interviewed concerning 
the plot to which he refers* since such an Interview sdght deter hia from 
asking statements relative to tide plot la the event his allegations are 

without foundation, it is suggested that the possibility of future proeecutlve 

sction against hia should be considered in determining whether or not he 

s hoold be questioned at the present tUe relative to this plot* ; 
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Unitrb States ©rparttmnt of Buetire 
Detroit, Michigan 
June 11, 1942 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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Re- GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 
afca GERALD L. K. SMITH; 
TffifcOMKlTTEE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITKS 



Dear Sir: 



V AUt U 1942, and the May, 1942 Issue of "The 

separate cover. 

The above-wmtioned items are being forwarded to 
the Bureau under separate cover. 

truly yo^rs* 






/•JOHN S. BUGAS / \ (? 
Special Agent In Charga/ 
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TO 



1A6-28-43 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



June 12, 1942. 



ISIDRAKDUL. FOR TH2 DI&2CT0R, 
FiSDSRAL BUAiSAU OF IHVBS^JpATIOU , 

Re: 

GERALD L. KT SMITH, 
Re: 



Mr. ToUon 

Mr. fc. A. Timn 

Mr CIsM 

Mr. OI»vin 

■ :U. J.»d-J 

■ Mr, Nicuolc — 
Mr R»n-n .... 
Mi Tr ar-v 

; »«t ( ■ rvn . 
Mr. C off* V 

V*...**:. 
M-. k -. uir'-r 
hii. MrGuU* 
Mr. QuinaTunm 
Mr. >.«••• 

yY># 



COmTTEE 0? QMS MILLION 



The Criminal Division is in receipt of a letter diWJ»5, 
1042, from Gerald L. K. Smith, adoressed to the Forney General 
preference to an allied plot to -banana ru£ Sm^ 

r te nr s-r fr°om s ■^se^ ^««. « 

transmitted herewith for your information. 



Aespectfully, 




Assistant Attorney General. 



Inc. #33103 
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Headquarters: POST OFFICE BOX 459 Detroit, Mic ^?*>^J^^ 

June 5, ,19U ^ JUf */ 0 - ^ 



The Hon. Francis J. Biddle 

Attorney General of the United States 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Blddle: 

A Tory responsible editor of a very important aagatine 
Tisited lie this week with this report. A certain organisation 
in Sew Tork City has planned to plant damaging exhibits, such 
as munitions and so forth in certain homes In Detroit and in 
the area of my Influence. 

When the exhibits are properly placed, my informer tells 
me that the scheme is to call the Department of Justice, stimu- 
late a raid, and when the raid has been consummated the theory 
is that some of the individuals raided will attempt to fix the 
responsibility on me* 

The plot is a cold-blooded frame up, designed to embarrass 
me and ruin me, if possible* 

I am writing this letter to you to adTlse you that this 
scheme is being planned by individuals in Hew Tork City in 
cooperation with Detroit indiriduals in violation of the laws 
against a conspiracy* I, therefore, call on you, as attorney 
general of the United States, to give me protection against 
these plotters. 

An immediate reply is desired. 



GLKS/U 



RECEIVED 

JUN 91942 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 



Sincerely, 
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:./.. at 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Date 
6/11/42 


Period 

5/22-28/42 | 


i Kado by Wt^ 


Title f 
G3R.I.D LSfli,N KEMifSTH 
GiH-'iLD L. Ki Si:iTH; 
TdZ -COil-ITT H. OF OMS 


'S/ilTH, *lso knovm as 
:.j-.lioj 


Character 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



>Svnopsis of Facts: 




Subject in r:".tiio speeches cduitted 
by rucdiP-3 fan mail that broadcasts 
over r~dio station *7JR roach Members 
of the crowd forces and also national 
defense workers. Copies of radio 
speech js submitted to Bureau. Subject 
i works in collaboration with HjJUIY 
/ BSHMJlTTj of Ford Hotor Company; 
GEtl-iLD 9r-". r I^R0D, Wichita, Kansas; 
lors. ELIZ.^ZThShLING, of Chicago, 
Illinois; -.ad certain menfcers of 
Congress. Subject obtained free office 
space in Industrial National Bank Build- 
^ v \ ing, Detroit, Ilichigon, and h?.s been 

maintained by contributions froin promi- 
nent industrialists. Subject believed 
formerly to have negotiated with German 
Embassy. Subject participated in "Peace ■ 
Comiittee," urging isolation, in 1940 and 
1941, in collaboration with Reverend 
CH.tRL£B E.-^OUGHLIN, «iiwrica First Com- 
mit toe, No Foreign Vfcr Com.dttee, and 
Mothers of United States of /jneric 

Report o f Special . *ge nt ^M**"*££^^^ 

dated Uay 23, 1942, at Detroit, 
Elg-ji. ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN!! 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 




DATE. 



B 



>ecial .\»ent 
n Charge 



Copi 

•*-v /_/ 

, 5> bureau 
2 - Chicago 
2 - Kansas City 
? - Cleveland 




IMS 



2 - I{^f Origan; 

2 - Kjw Yr>ri: 

3 - Detroit 



4 •• • !.• 



COPIES bisISTROYED 
TjBSDCt»13 1«b4 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) 



lii Detroit , i.lichipan : 



v.-hose identity is knovm to the 
Bureau, advised lhz.1 subject is maintaining contact with the following 
individuals : 



Sup j ri or h(AS$\ 
Senator ROLCXT xrTSl'^OLDS, Hashing on, D. C.j 
Dr. Ga?u'-LD B. 7,Ti»'R0D, v 7ichita, Kansas; 
LZ/aC^Jj^S'^J 7 , editor, nevss advertiser, 
St. Louis, "Jicsouri; 

Ki^A'^ii'ILTT^Ford Lot or Company, Detroit, ;dchi^.n; 
Captain &'J(L- SOUTH. JiD, 77 " : est T f- shington, ccr^ of 
Citizens Gom-dttee, Chicago, Illinois, tele oh one 
St\ic 798; 

Ni- Colonel OJCRGH^-I I :!/S , Flint, /achit'on, telephone 
3-1333; X . 

Connrdsasa n "ROY 'XJOeRUTF, 'Aashington, D. C; 
- J j***ELT ,1, ; S . -Cass D op^anv . tel ephone Sup erior UOJOy. 
Chi c a£Jy~ T1 lifters ; ' ' " 

i^rs. DIUIIIG, telephone .^dover 4000, 

Chico^ 111 



is, D..VirJ/5'OEEX, United Mothers of .juutIct., J? 7^ 

348 .'.rendu, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Conr;reosm:n CL-IWTTlCfT -.N ' 
Dr. 13L..MZr...J{I0r-I, Pontile, lj.cMgr.ri. 

reviev: of the files of the Detroit Field Office revealed 
the folio-wing information concerning subject: 




;rs of 

.Jiorxc-. in r..vj Lier.roio arei i'orTsther COUGHLPJ and GERALD L. K. SaTH. She 
alsj statec t! ?t B, BOOK. JR.", 3702 Industrial Bool. Building, viho is 
generally lai/'-'n a? .TVI^'i tOOK, JR., and whose father oms the Book Building . <)P 
in Detroit, slat^ -V at a„ financing G7&JD I,. K. SH r "H, and that he set * 
.n the I- .v..irtn^i B.:n\ Puilding and 'xtiye^yjromote3 his work. 

fave thi? .i Tfrr. i .•' * en to Special . v gcnt ^ BjiiBfiB j ZXi ^ it ^ s fH 3( 

in Dotr dt file 65-613. c"it;tle^, "KJ2UTR.X ".i0T4iiRS" OF ;-U3RIC;;. , » 




"J 




(')etrjit fila 62-1126) 



.J.so Detroit file 100-0-726 consists of an 8 page pamphlet 
Hated January 7, 1941, entitled, "As *7e Sec It, Defend Our Country First and 
.iTcys," The contoxt of the pamphlet is purely isolationist and non-interven- 
tionist; and is signed by MLFRMD P. ,J)MM0, 11711 Oakland ..venue, Detroit, 
Michigan, and undersigned by the "Peace Committee," consisting of GMF^XD L. 
K. SMITH, national Chainaan of Committee of One Million, Detroit, ^ichigan; 
M'-th^rs of United States of .'.m^rica, 535 Be ok Building, Detroit, Michigan; 
VMR-C M.-RSIi.L, Chairman of No Foreign V/ar Crinmittee, 515 Lexington Avenue, 
Mev; York City; ROBERT :700D, Chairman of .'jacrica First Corxlttee, 806 Board 
of Trade Building, Chicago, Illinois; and Reverend CliJILoS .M COUGLI-I, Ro/al 
Oak, Michigan. 




Toled 




in 

and i 
■a.s n 
basis 
):>ers~ 

smith 
s::iti 



■'Jhwn s:3TH left Mev; YorkC^^and came to Detroit via 
Ohio, on his arrival in Detroit, M wasiiitroduced to him by 

of the National Metal Trades .SsocRtion. ■ I said he was 

rae^t SMITH, because he had had several inqua^Ks^Kut SMITH from 
Detroit Citizens Coaoittee forlndustrial Relations and 
Detroit Board of Commerce •^K^§^^ s -id ho was immediately 
sted in find±a^ju^foat SMITH'S purpose^Ssinconing to Detroit, 
knew about^^^^^^j^B previous investigationsonthe^^iaiuunist activity 
immediately oiiere^hima job as i ivestig-tor, BSB^ --id thr.t there 

written contract and that the employment was no^on^any permanent 
. He said he acc&DteHthe off't.r because he was attracted by SMITH'S 
nal magnetism. |^^^^^p|said that soon h^ brought in JOHN I J J;JDZ3l.MI? as 
■S manager and BTOS^ljlater brought in his paitner HUBERT fcyCKiR as 
•S general manager. 



I 
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SMITH t 3 ^l Kjl SgjJ wanted to hive a mss meeting, 
arranged in order that he co'H^e^nevspap^r publicity, and on the b.sis 
oi this publicity ho would be- able to go to Cleveland and collect cone 
nosey for radio broadcasts, uass nesting; w as arrrngod in Flint, Michigan, 
aa the Indus trir.i auditorial by ^^^SfSSf^BI Considerable publicity was 
r.^cuiv-jd at this meeting, and Su^^^^^^^^r press release v.ith hia ta 
CI e vol 2nd, Ohio, v^ere ho c intact -d CJolonel Mill.;: FiUi* L0.7G, Secretary 
of the Zziploytrs .'.ss oci ati -;n « CMLonol LO-'G solicited contributions to 
fi nonce SIXTH'S radio talks and obtained u;nty i rou KULIS, of Otis Strel 
C -:n:~iy , C le vela nd, Ohi o ; D£. J^spL JNB SRG , Pr j si de nt of F er f ec ti xi P ist on 
Z :»;.-ip:.ny, Cleveland, Ohio, and seven other lording industrialists for a 
t . t al o.^^^urtten or f i f t e en t h ous and d oil ars .w hich he tu rned jyei' to 

r> I ii n t , " » - ~ 




Fe-ID B. "XJFtOD, and others. 



fine-need 'JILLL^I DUDLSJ/P^IijSYj 
said that SMITH used the fourteen 



or fifteen thousand dollars, Yftich he accumulated in this way, to pay for 
expanses of his Cleveland broadcasts over a period of thirteen or fourteen 
weeks, 

Jto^^bJ said that SMITH then told hia to obtai n some 
office space^^^ dSTov^offic e buildinc in Detroit, Michigan, 
approached °* thu Citizens Conuaittee for Industria. 

lielcti 3ns, wSo^cont^c^o^uScSsS 300K, who operates the Industrial National 
Bank Building, end BURGJ3S 3C0K provided free office space for SMITH'S 
orgarj.zati.-n on the twentieth floor of the Industrial national Bank Buildinc. 
It has been previously noted by the writer that SMITH occupies almost the 
entire twentieth floor of thu Industrial Na^^^^^^ak Building, although no 
naco appears on the do >rs of his offices. ^^S^SSw'' 7 -' 3 u nable to say whether 
S.'TTH enjoys this enlarged office suite free of charge at the present tine, 

_ said tha^J^ygH PJTf, President of Sun Oil Company, 
was interested in GZii _u> s: JTK. ^^^^M^believos that through JOSEPH PH77, ... 
I.G\~3LL THO'M.S, President of the rJJ^Pori^Mdverti sing Club, who ieyancT~has 
been e.ipl:> ed for a long period of tine, employed by Sun Oil Company as a 
daily news c onuvntator, invito^^ITH to talk in New Tori: City before the 
i'T York advertising Club, ■Qg^^^f explained that he did not think L0 T 73LL 
TUG. ^.5 had any further connectionwith SMITH except to help hLa "break the ice" 
ir ii*. vr York and ov^rcoae the unfavorable reputation which New Yorkers had of 
S'JlVr. by reason of his fomvr association with HU3Y LONG. 




Ba It iis o re Su i" 
orator. 



also ct-.ted that :UV:Y L. I^CKSII, editor of the 
paper, has a high regard for SMITH'S a ility as a public 
s-.id thatfl Vof the Manufacturers 
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and Merchants Acs ociation, Toledo, Ohio, a foroor 
V:r. :".lso be^n one of SMITH'S principal contacts: 
S 1.N.XD ^0. ,1.M end S1IIT H f S present marker to Si.Ilir 




pffice inspector, 
in fact, ra^oxjkended 
According to 




L.lmois, kas Be^n a valuable associate or SMITH. T/hil-? Is .i:st believed 

t-, have contributed any non«y for SLUM'S su~?o'^t or s '.Incited any for hin, he 
h:.c been of considerable assistance to SLITIH, bv r.,;so: 4 of th- fact that he 
i.s close to Colonel 'AcCOT^JCK, of "Chicago Tribune," and has a ^r/ complete 
flje of the Cojxmnist activity throughout the United States, 

en he cane 



D^t roit^Jich^a^ 





2 >ntinued that another person, who might bo able 
LUeliiran. author of the book "Too 1'uch Roosevelt, 1 ' '"VtfielTwas distributed by 



of (TJLi 




said that 303UKSR was also v/cll acquainted vdth the activitie 
. r INR0D. 



relatedttia^bvreason of his subsequent investiga- 
te o i.iade vihile in the employ of f^^S^^^^f of New - jrlc Citv > he learned 
^irt both 3::iTH and his wife 2I3..HCE^5C!re!lTH were- netkers of Ynxi.I-'j- 
rin i' P'JLLiY'S Silver Shirt b, and that Si-ITH corresponded with 



C i aiittoe of One 



T T — V t I. . _ _ 
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. , , ^^sp^s^w s ^ that he knows ttet S10TH nado negotiati xxs 
w.th 1.^ Ford Lotor Conpony and received direct financial support for his 
autxvyf.e* in canbsting the CIC, whic h was then :A tooting t-> ^r»arn»* 

■ -* -f — ■ J -» w k_ Uiib J . > A \ _ 1 11 I , 1' .1 I. -Tl J < n^r^nr >» »^a»«w»**-^°^-** ---t -mm »-wir»-nr «nn' »— ■ ■ n ■ n ■■ ■ — ■ - *■ 




p-.riod of four v^eka i.-i advance. Wgfitfflji bLV-: ''vt'^ ~^t'\"i^7'5L '"."f 
.u,^, vj.t.1 thu Ford :.owr C^up^^hia was" runevred every four wee!-. Ho did 

-tr,)H whether the Ford lot 'or Company was still paying for the broadcasts 
ovui" ndi) station T 7JR. 




vgn^ww^ SI-IITK was very intinatj 

■..hvjii he \v..s xn Lrjuoini consulted SIXTH for 
■"■"'ii, S":iTH worked In vury close contact with 
*^ u.j. s^Ji- 2LI2^rZ' ; 'h JILLIIIG.of Ciiica S o, 
o:' "uc/iita. Kansas. 




LthL 

also said 
P of Onaha' 
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Tnal£tterf]^^Ji|^g^^rkF^ld Office, in the case 
entitled, BS| -1 ^^^^§^^^^ffi5^^^^^^^ h ^ Detroit Field Office 

'■•c.3 advisec^W^K!W!n!^^aou^in^riSi^qu3tod ROBUST VI'JTIG as spying in a 
speech at an Aaericc First rally in the Kedford High School auditorium in 
Detroit, Lachi 7.2x1, on .»ugust 27, 1941, "that thy Coa.dttee of One lliliien is 
doing an excellent job in Detroit." E0B3RT VETIG was executive secretary 
of the rjnerica First Coraraittee in Dutr.dt, L'icliifpn, 




acquainted with SIXTH'S unfavorable bacKgr^unc, navmg 
lenown that he was a preacher souewheru in th^ South and collected njney for 
inproveraents to a church and then absconded with the nonoy. He knew also 
that S':iTH was connected with the KlEY LONG dictatorship in Louisiana, ond 
after KUZY LONG'S death, becane an agitator against labor organizations , 
principally in oast ur n United St^eg^Jjgn^^JTH canu; to Q^troi^^i^was 
brought int J SS ^ M p.jffice by ^totapjj^r["''--*' T ^ ^ ^ 3'jHTH as *^H§|iM to 
rocora.iund hi^^^has contacts sc^ha^ne could derive some financS^^upport 
I'rom thua» 



4 



SILTTH said that he had ^naigh funds for either th ree or s ix 
broadcasts, which would cost hira 0375 for each half hourorograi-a. ft 
suggested that SIXTH should broadcast first, soUgt ^^^pco^ild fffciouv what 
sort of an appeal he had, and SMTH did so. JM^sro^tnat the broadcast 
was very well received in Detroit, because iwi?s a very forceful attack on 
the influence of Corxiunists in local labor unions, nt the end of his broadcast, 
S.ilTH requested that his listeners send hia contributionsthrpugh the nail, 
so that he would be enabled to riake future broadcasts, I n c was well 
impressed v;ith SMITH'S work, and told hiL~. he would rec offline! him to his contacts 
aaong industrialists, provided he would keep on the san^ subject, attacking 
subversive act^itius by Conraunists in the labor unions, and not branch out into 
politics. flBHactdtted that he did rvcoLxiend SIXTH to his friends, but he 
said he dicRo^cnow whether they ev^r responded to his recoianondations by 
lciicj.T£ some financial supoort to SIXTH, and he consistently denied that he 
bv solicited funds for SXTH or actively collected funds. 



a.r.. reports 
!'i.i rjmjc^t. 



^ I said that he requested SIXTH on numerous occasionsto 



is financial condition, but he said SIXTH nev^r complied 
Ho stated that S-XTH'S principal incoue was in the fom 
.'.r cz 3): •;/iuc;-. v.vnt irsuodi; tely tol'.rs. 3~£3^^xid thereafter noboCy else ever 
eav th^ r-.acU covert S:XTH and his v.ifo, ^^psaid that Sl.IIIH has th^ reputa- 
tion o:.' bei'i-^ a very poor credit risk, because he has left uany of his 
c r ir.t w r s - e j j= jct't r-* an d other c re >d i t or s ui i^ai d , 
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ictod ■'-.ith any I 
Id that he with- [ 



was unable to say whether SMITH yes c ;nne< 
o:.*£ar.izati jn except his own C~ntfitte-b af One Milli ^n. fl 8 sai< 
drew fnc SMITH any suoport ho tod ever given him when^^^Dservcd that SMITH 
* g shifting fron n^ s criticism of subversive activities to criticisms of the 
present politics! administration. 

Bagjl^t adi.it ted that ho ,aado ,oly one direct contact in behalf 
of SMITH, and tha^vas vath BUTiG^SS BOOK, who was interested in SMITH and gave 
3. "ITH- t wo snail offices in the Industrial Nat i anal Bank 3uilding, runt free, 

lid he does not krnw if SMITH still enjoys the sane rent free privileges 
TaiTe^occupying a much larger suite in the Industrial M at i anal Bank Building. 
He v;as unable to explain what BOOK'S interest was in SMITH, unless it was the 



f-.f*+. t.h.-+. "TTTJ 




h7 c 



ivovur j~ he saia t-naL ^Bt* ■ ' jB J wo uld not know much 
LB out DILI'S lliiilUUeJ. situatjyn, and he s aid MggBSB ^uld never get paid 
in full for his services, | said he never ^^an^reason t: doubt that 
SMITH was a true 100 per cen^jTcrican, but he said ho never had any 
Within SIXTH'S business ethics, an- 1 , he considered hin a "cheap chiseler," who 
*;as y^r 1 ' selfish and money— nad arid would probably do anything in order to J3ak© 
.a-ney. 



As previa sly reported in the reference report, the uanageaent 
of radio station TJJK has submitted ta the writer stenographic transcriptions 
of the recorded transcriptions by which S:JTH broadcasts. Photographic ccpios 
of these speeches have been nade, and three copies of each speech nade since 
Decenber 7, 1941, are beinr submitted to the Bureau under separate over. It 
should be noted that SLIT! I did not speak on Sunday, December 7, 1941, because of 
the special nevs programs that- were carried on that day s The Dortions of these 
weekly speeches, which .any be relevant to this investigation, are pointed out 
as follows: 

D ecenber 14, 1941 "1 a:.: sorry that the series First C x^dttec-^s-rltsBanded. 
It was my opinion tnat they should have trans formed their organization iune- 
diately into a great educational and uorale building nechanisn for the purpose 
of uniting .Ulrica for victory. Any of the ^-rica First people, i^.j would 
like to attach themselves to the Cojjnittee of One Million i-i crd^r tart they 
Jiii^y s>e ussjci^uq y.i ua us ±n j msiiui; ao* viuujrj i-.;;-.: i^i.^a '^u ^iy. * 

preservatijn of Ljntrica, /fe invite you to write in for our lateratv.ro and our 
new bulletins, which are be inn issued in the light of our new slogan; nr-ioly, 
",if.:erica Unite f or Victory." 



( 
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January 4, 1942 

"This is r. solemn hour, this is a midnight hour. The blood 
of our sons is beginning to flow _>n the battlefield in defense of thv- stars 
cut stripes. . . . 

"Lien lost logs at Pearl Harbor. They art losing eyes and cms 
s well as lives in the junrles of Luxon tonight. I overheard a nan today 
complaining about his fo.d in a restaurant. Others are complaining about 
th^ lack of golf balls. One man sounded like he was ready to start a revolu- 
tion because he lacked a spare tire-. Hot: ridiculous these little soft cxiplainti 
sound when we think of the bjys vvhj have lost their arms, their legs, their 
eyes, their bodies defending us against r.^rcil jus assaults," 

This broadcast was heard by members of the armed forces of 
the United States as was admitted by Si XTH in his next Sunday's address. 

January 11. 1942 

"I wish I could read you a few of the thousands of letters 
I have received within th^ past few da s. For instance, - herd's 3nc from 
a young soldier at Self ridge Field, the Department of the Quartermaster, who 
says: K'.r. Smith: I vrant a picture of the face of Christ to hang over my 
bunk. I listen to every broadcast. The entire personnel of our banacks 
thank yja for your address >f January 4th, - sincerely R.K. '" 




'^^^^^^^^^^s^m^^^^m -Military Intelligence 
Division, Self rid^^Fo-^P., '.'A chip an, was t oleph onicr^^r^contact^^onl£_y 27, J?7 . 
1942, in order t„ ascertain the identity of "U.K." fE^^^^^^SB/f Slic1 " 
that he thought it would be possible to ascertain tn^^entityo^5jv7" without 
t jj great difficulty, and that he would report his findings to the writer. 

January 16, 1942 

"This is onv of thv most impressive emblensl hav^ ever looked 
at. lien will want to wear this emblem to work. Mothers will want to wear it 
in the hjmo. Children will want tj wear it to school. Soldiers will want to 
pin this emblem in their wallets or wherever it can be placed in c jnf omity 
vith army re^ulati jns, 

"Ifow to all th:t vjrite to me a letter oostmarked not later 
than January 22, I will not only send you this beautiful emblem, but J wall 
send you a nu. nature copy of the artist's conception of the J ace of JesuF. 
This minature picture is especially designed for those vho carry v;nllet5. 
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It can be inserted in a soldier's purse, it can be kept among the precious 
and private possessions of any individual. . . . 

"If you have a soldier or a young man in your faadiy who may 
become a soldier, this picture of the beloved Christ may some day become his 
most precious ani conforting possession." 

The above quotations are set forth merely as an indication 
that S^. JIM'S radio addresses are designed to reach members of the armed forces 
of the United States, 

February 1, 1942 

"Ten million /anerican boys are willing to face, if need be, the 
same cross which this boy faced, in the year^ that arc ahead. Every .imorican 
bey, "whether he be yo.;r brother, sweetheart, or son ivho is shot out of the sky, 
or sent to the Oct torn, of the ocean, will leave behind from one to a hundred 
bleeding hearts." 

i: o.rch 1, 19 42 

"One hundred thousand boys weru captured by the Japanese at 
Singapore. Thes^ one hundred thai sand British, Australian, Canadian, Ant.- ri can 
boys will now be consigned to prison labor, dispatch came out of Washington 
today revealing that the mechanics and vjorkr.^en and soldiers captured at Guam 



is to reclaim sv/amp lands and untillable soil,... 

"The recent disturbance in Los Angeles is still a mystery. 
Our Secretary of VJar insists th.^t fifteen unidentified planes flew over the 
city and menaced it for more than an hour. The Secretary of *.7ar is now 
suspicious that these planus vrerc enemy planes based within the borders of 
the United States, 

" mo sxeamsnip ■ LiHicye^ee * , loimerxy me wui^ucuiuxe, j-iw^e- 
enough to transport from ten to twelve thousand soldiers, mysteriously burned 
in Mew York Harbor. Right while our President spoke last Monday night an 
uneny vessel fired on our T'fest Coast, 

"These shockinj reports added to a long line of Military de- 
feats by the United Nations on foreign battlefields wear ci thi :no rai.fi of a 
^reat people. Added to these problem are the fe~rs and a^ .*\uc:*jd ens of 
Fixrtocn million mothers — proud to give their sons in defrfiov. or l*u -Sta^s 
ar-d Stripes but nevertheless heavy hearted at the though ■ ctf tini,* depai^urw, ! 
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M arch 29, 1942 

In this radio address SLuTK admitted that his audiences 
included national defense workers and ?ome members of the amor] forces. 

Apri l 5 , 1942 

"the black cloud of pa»an tyranny has fallen over Europe, 
It is : greed by all «xptrt observers that within a few days, and at most a 
few weeks, flood rivers of human blood will flow on the European battle fields. 
It is asruijed that at least ?,000,0OC men will be slaughtered botv/e.n now and 
September 1. Many of them Americans," 

It should be added at this point that pursuant to this radio 
address, the Detroit Field Office received an anonymous communication entitled, 
''Fifth Column Propaganda," end referring to this last quoted statement and 
commenting "Kov: do you suppose isy wife and I felt, v.'ith our boy in th~ army 
and the rest of the mothers who heard it? This roan's name was G£HALD K, SUITH, 
and if you don't think this is purely a case of un-American and Fifth Column 
activity, I believe he should bu investigated by the Federal Bureau of Invests 
ration, v;hich I think he will," 

April 12, 1942 

"America has never faced a darker hour than she faces today. 
Mo human wisdom available is powerful enough to direct our course in this 
darK hour. 36,000 American soldiers have been trapped by the ;nemy in the 
Philippines. It is as :umsd that of these 36,000 men, those who do not die 
from the effects of their wounds and the tropical pestilences, vhich they have 
been suffering due tc a long period of privation, will be taken prisoner for 
vhe duration of the v;ar, 

"The Chicago Tribune for Friday, April 1C, says, 'The hard 
truth is th:.t never before in the history of our country has so large a force 
u.nrter our flag been crushed and captured. ' " 

A?. ria 2 6, 1942 

"If the American people are unable to »et tires for their 
cars, we may losu this nr. I am making a thororgh stud:" of ttiis rubber 
situation end I am. convj nc^d that the rubber tnwjt As rus;:cr.c i :)Ie f or th- 
scarcity of rubber in America, and th:.t if we would taV^frv- ribb.*:.* program 
v* of the hands of the bur ^auc vets, the international b n):.«jr v.:' the ?nbber 
Vrust md turn it over to some o\;t standing and ar.t^ 0.1i:*eat A<a.\ ; r :ikw Ur, 
Henry Ford — we could have tires by Nuw Year's or not later than next Easter, 
and 1 have oxprert evidence to support what I am saying, 
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"Before December 7 the people in our Comr.it toe :;eru -:nom as 
Inflationists, There is : disposition in Washington among cert:in political ■ 
burji.ucrr.ts to persecute and harass, some even desire to imprison and silence, 
those ol Jo \tho darec to lift the battle cry, ".jneiica First in Peace and Y. T ar, " 

i:=y u, 1912 

"But, ve r.^rt.-e ^dth certain Congressmen ivho protested last week 
against the idea cf ta.:in» sen ivho have never served a day in the or 
the Navy, or the liarirws, and h ve no special skill or talent, and leaking then • 
hith officers and giving them commissions such as colonels, majors aid generals, 
.rier^ly because they have political pull," 

licy 16 , 1912 

"In order to v.in the war, we rauct hav„ morale, national unity 
and '."-;;v.t ion -j , V"^ cannot win it without su-^ar - we cannot win it without 
^asrl.ine - and we cannot win it without automobile tires and automobiles. 

"Today, we Irve a sugar problem, a rubber problem, a gasoline 
/I'ool'jm - and wo are t:>ld that these problems are merely hints of more 
problems to come. . . . 



"The first question, therefore, is - T.Siy is it a criminal 
offense to buy £Lv c pounds too much sugar when the Government is paying th 
farmer #40 per acre not to grow sugar?" 



Q 



Ac previously stated in reference rei^ort, stenographic 
transcripts wore made of the GaU'it) L. K. SUTH meeting on Liay 12, 1942i and 
five photographic copies are being forwarded to the Bureau under separate 
cover. The it ay, 19**2 issue of "The Cross and the Flag," founded by GaTULD L, 
X. SivilTH, is being forworded to the Bureau under separate cover. 
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res .3 city rig £ ,oivisioi t : 

At Kansas City . jji ^ouri , will report any information known 
to K:.ns:.s Cit" Field OJ-ioe concerning G ERALD L. K. S;.IITH, \jhicjjJi£g been 
is c ert ain edthrouph th ; in vc o ti ^a ti zn o f ^S^^S K^ SS^ft^^SSP 1 1 i s 
noted th^t^P^^^^B irul ."jyZT!- are in close co;.-. 

If necessary will intervi ew Snfr-mants _ co ascertain the 
nature of the- rt la tresis hip between KSSSM and 3i.':TT?i • 



-VT." 1 



'.all report information concerning the re lotion ship but ween 
lire. ZiZZt3:ZT}\ DlllX^ and SxHTTI-I . It is nstud that DULIiTG and SLITH are in 
Mlcst- c untax t, 

j-j. ■iuuuuD..; j v*j-_^-i. xui'c; vxv,',i j_l ij. ui i u i» o j sua u uue ueuj. J. C 

of the relationship between S1ITH andiJrs. £.IZAB37ii DIi; r T G, and also to 
ascertain the nature of tht activities of SI If K. 



or IV h vnini 

C licaro Tribune 



^11^ r sport irjfor.u:. Li c aacerning the relationship of G3L.LD 
"""" of Chi 3 ego Tribune, and with Colonel KcCOFLICK, of 



Ii" necessary will iatarvier informants to ascertain the nature 
of thosw rel at/1 on shi pi and the nature and ourpose of the activities of SiGCTH. 

■■Jill report known i:ifomati:n c>ncornin£ C:ptr.in SaKL SOUTH APE 
of C it i z on s C oral t tee, 77 " ? e s t ] fcshingt in , Ch ic a^o , 111 inoi s , t elephone S t at e 
7293, :.nd if n^cosrary i.lll interview infomar.ts to ascertain the relationship 



?£7" rOPJC FIIJJJ DI\iISIO. T : 



,X \ T a: Y? r> . _ Y 0 v: , vi 13. ii t er vi oiv 

t - iJt irJonutior h it- ;■-..»"«: 3 s i jn r cla t in g 
IT !nt art.i.vit.i es or 5L.1X.-: . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR- LADD 



Mr. E.A. Timm ^ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr, Glavin^. 

^Mr. Ltdd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffay 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Ho 11 oman 

Mr. McGuire 



Mr. Q-uitm Tamnj_ 
Mr. Harbo 



Tele. Room. 

Agent lf« J. Boyd called from Detroit to advise relative to a matter Mr> Neaae 
in which he believed the Bureau would be interested. MissBeahnT 

iss Gandy__ 



brought to J&oyd a press release which was given to 
:s morning by Gerald L. K*Rstaiih and a copy of a letter which he has 
sent to the Attorney General dated June 191*2, which letter reads as 
follows! 

""■Dear Mr. Biddlei 

Concerning a responsible editor of a very important magasine 
who visited me this week with this report* A certain organi- 
zation in NYC has planned to plant damaging exhibits such as 
munitions etc. in certain homes in Detroit and in the area of 
my influence when the exhibits are placed, my informant tells 
me, that the scheme is to call the Department of Justice , 
stimulate a raid and when the raid has been consummated the 
theory is then some of the individuals raided will attempt to 
fix the responsibility on me* The plot is a cold blooded frame- 
up designed to embarrass me and ruin me, if possible* I am 
writing this letter to you to advise you that this case is be- 
ing planned by individuals in NIC in cooperation with Detroit 
individuals in violation of the laws against conspiracy* I 
therefore call on you as the Attorney General of the United 
States to give me protection against these plotters* An lm^ 
mediate reply is desired* 

RECORDED 



8laewrt * 1 *S8f? u kDERAL BUREAU Of !NVESTI6ATJ8^ 



Gerald L. K. 



JUN 



He has written in pencil on the copy "Not for ref eajja, before^ 
day, Jane 7, 19l*2." BX-U 




advised that they picked up N the same Informntion over 



on this individual to Harry^Bennett and others* 




•jreillance 



He also 
Smith hate 



gave ■ pa release as \o whvj the enemies of Gerald L* K* 

ite Juff^mPSe\a copy of a .radio.; speech which he is going to 

83 OCT 13 1964 r tfty v * 




NFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE TM*? BYS.PCr6-)A l OjgL 



Memo. Mr. Ladd 



2 



6-6-1*2 



give -tomorrow night, Boyd advised be hae to return it to 
I told him to get a copy of it into us air mail. 



Respectfully, 

'X>A 



and 

b 



/ 



R. P. Kramer 
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The Criminal Division is in receipt of your memorandum 
to the Attorney General, dated June 12, 1942, with reference to 
Smith's allegations concerning a plot to embarrass and ruin him. 
It may be noted that the Criminal Division, by memorandum dated 
June 12, 1942, has already transmitted to you a photostatic copy 
of Smith's letter to the Attorney General dated June 5, 1942, 
as 7/ell as a copy of the reply of the Criminal Division to Smith, 
dated June 12, 1942, relative to this matter. 



In answer to your inquiry, please be advised that it 
is the opinion of the Criminal Division that Smith should be in- 
terviewed with respect to his allegations concerning this plot. 
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Ur. Tolion 

Mr. E. A. T»mm. 

Mr. Cligg 
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Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nieholi 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 
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Carson 

Coffey 

Hendon 

Kramer 

MeGoire 

Qui nn Tamro. 
Nease 



Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



DATE— j^JfldN* 



Re: OEfyLD L. K. SMITH 

OOJCUTTEE OF OHK lCUJOI 
SBDITIOI 

Dear Sirt - 

For your information, a oopy of tha lotUr 
prepared by mibject directed to tha Attorney General 
and dated June 5, 19^2, which oopy you received fro* a 
representative or the proas at Detroit, Michigan, and 
which you referred to the Bureau , was Bade available to 
the Attorney General for his info ma tlon t and a request 
was made as to whether the Department was desirous of 
having aaith interviewed by this Bureau relative to this 
alleged plot* 

* , ■ 

3y memorandum d .ted June 16, 1942, assistant 
Attorney General Wendell Bergs advised. 1a response to 
this Bureau's memorandum to the Attorney General, that 
it is the opinion of the Criminal division that Sfeith 
should be interviewed with respect to hie allegations 
concerning this plot. « . . . 

'" ■ - , ' 

7n view of the desire of the Criminal Division 
that Snith be interviewed, It la my desire that this Inter- 
view be oonductod by two represents Urea of your office, ,\ 
including yourself, if possible, and another experienced 
agent. ^Cnder no. circumstances should this Interview be ' 
conducted by agents with limited field experience, and 
it is further suggested that this interview only relate to 
subject^ a^hrntlnne am 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

ed12 



jBN -22 1942 

f 5ri»LBU«r»U« .«VEST.G*TIOH 
U.S. OtP"T«EHT OF JUST!« 



ernintf this plot* 
Very truly yours 



John Kdgar hoover 
Director 



Miaa Gandy 
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June 11 1942 

V 

V ' 

■J The Honorable r»-t«-,.. T .... 

h The Secretary of the Treasury ^''"vrrlA^'^syr^' 
Washington, D. C. — — >^Sr,NOhR 

Attention t 
l£r dear Hr. Secretary: 



* **** b#en *dvleed confidentially that the Troamir/ 

9 !™!l^:.J:^ th ^ d oth,r, » for y«™ 1937, 1938 a* 1939. 
"•Ms sane source states that 



[f Also listed as supporting the above individual. ^ P 

«, or *«^jSSr^^^^^^« 

ccaing rtt hi„ it. Jurisdiction a. *U~£^£^ V £l mm 

If of thi" 5X X 2FS£ l &if 70U could - ■»» * 

jBfi Sincerely yours, 



t n t ; 



Ur 
Mr 

Ur 
Ur. 
Ur. 
Ur. 
Ur. 
Ur. 
Ur. 
Ur 



A. TinuB 

cj.ir ; 
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FEDERAL PURDAH or «v\<- , # 

JUN 19 1942 

U. S. OlPAKTMlM of ;Ubfi(J* 



JS:WJ 
6-18-42 

62-^3318 Date: 



Assistant Attorney General Headell Bergs 



From: J. Edgar .Hoover r director, Federal Bureau of Inveetigation 



Subject: 



OKPJkLD L. K. SMITH 
COl-nUTlKE OF OSE ¥11X101 
INTERNAL 8KCUWTI 
SEDITION 




ALL INFORMATION CUNipti 
HERHIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE— i^-M^I^ 



There are transmitted herewith for your oonai deration a 
photostatic copy of the transcript of subject's speech, delivered 
at the Maccabees Building, Detroit, Michigan, May 12, 1942, sod 
photostatic copies of Ma radio addresses delivered over Station 
3JR, Detroit, on the following dates: 



December 14, 1941 
Docenber 21, 1941 
Decenber 28, 1941 
January 4, 1942 
January 11, 1942 
January 18, 1942 
January 25, 1942 
February 1, 1942 
February 8, 1942 
February 15, 1942 
February 22, 1942 



Uarch 1, 1942 
March 6, 1942 
Karen 15, 1942 
Uarch 22, 1942 
Uarch 29, 19X2 
April 5, 1942 
April 12, 1942 
April 19, 1942 
April 26, 1942 
Way 3, 1942 
Kay ID, 1942 
Hay 16, 1942 



toe lo sure 





JUN 26 1942 



n M 2 5 lta. 



Jrfcrral Surcau of UnurBtigiattnn 

Hiiitrn States Drpartmrnt of JfuBttrr 
Detroit, Michigan 
June 12, 1942 



jEf- 



/'XL. • - 



*T.T. 

HERE 

DATE 



INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IN* IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 

Director 'jpr 
Federal Bureau of Investigation '' "~ 
Washington, 0» C. 



TfgftSCflAI^- CCHFIDBiTIftL 




Re? GERALD L. K* S£ITH 
INT^AL'sfiCURITT; 



SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 





On 23, 1942, I interviewed^ p in 

my office in an attempt to convince him tte^i^rashiadity to ^ 
furnish me with infornation in his possession concerning GERALD O 
L. K. SMITH and also to ascertain whether he actually believed that 
information was leaking out of the Detroit Field Office and getting 
to HARRY^BQINETT of the Ford Motor Company. 

The interview lasted approximately two hours* The 
entire discussion has been transcribed and is being retained in theX'^C 
file of the Detroit Field Office. 



f hawthe] tuli^benefit o^^Jjnterr^- 




In order that you may 
view as an aid in forming your own'opinion Concerning I 
as an informant, I am setting forth a summary of ty^ t 




if the reason^he was hot giving in- 
the information would leak out, 




I asked 

was because ne reare 

replied that If he gave any information at all it 
traced back to Mmbecause peoplq would k now that 
only one who had it • then said that only - GBifiSl^ L. K 

(SMITH knew that he had tneeSB^Wte story. He said other $fc^?sons *lo 
^jknew par^o^h^^^formation about SMITH were Special Agent Milton J. 
|Boyd,|^^^^^^^BRlr.^LAMB (Tolan Committee) , and JOE M cNULTY, 

I of the criminal uivision, Department of Justice* fi J said that 

one reason why he didn't want to come to the F.B.^^a^TH^raa because 
j£ of HARRY BglNjT^^Uiough HARRY BENNETT did not know what information 
he had. | Pi en went into a long explanation of the relation- 

ship between HARRY BQ JNETT and himself and admitted that 



h 1 ^ 



ft 




V 



haa no evidence that information given to the F.B.I, or. to LAMB was 
getting back to HARRY BEnNETT or the Ford Motor Company tfaroi 
F.B.I. , but he thought , migtyt be-thrpugp"™"™ 



VI. 



1 

I 



{ OQPlks 
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Letter to the Director 



June 12, 1942 



said that 
meetings 
34ITH, an ? 
mat ion bac 
inve sties; 
SMITH, 
mat ion 




declined to answer, 
secrete from me 



didn't even^mowL^B, but that J^BMBlhad, 

In fact,« ^ntrodicedl f to 

still believe^na^^^^^l isgi?ing inf or- 
aid thanHRTWDIES ordered his 
- pt to do anything to GERALD 

said tTJaT^l!W|jS|pknew some of his infor- 
because they hllrfrequently discussed SMITH. 

r asked how I got information from LAMB and I 




it 





information 

might result in the issuance of a subpena upon HENRY FORD, 
and that t hat was one very tender spot in the Ford Motor Company. 

admitted that SMITH must have told HARRY BENNETT that 
■l^jgyyjknew a lot about him, but he said that HARRY BENNETT had 
very little regard for SMITH, because when BENNETT refused to give 
SMITH as much money as SMITH thou^it he should ha ve, SMITH we nt 
directly to HENRY FORD and BENNETT resented this, also had 

very little faith in HARRY BENNETT* * 

_ _ then explained that from^^r^?»»^^|Wof the * 
Detroit Police Department, he got the idea thanCK^^SSwBl 1,58 

carrying tales to the Ford MotorComrAny, specificail^TonlBftY BENNETT 
I then askedt K^ ^SSM in many different forms whether 

_ ever heard thal^n^^BJormation given to the F.B.I, has 

ever gotten^racj^^HARRI BENNETT or the Ford Motor Company through 
the F. B. I. ^^^^^§31 steadfastly refused to answer the question and 
finally to lo^etPat there was no use in askin^i^anymore because he 
Just wouldn't answer it. Between refusals WMMM said frequently 
that he regretted ever getting mixed up witrfflESAL^MITH and he would 
like to forget about the wholeaffair and Just go o ff to some faraw ay / 
place and start all over, ^ p explained thatj W if / 

be trusted be causeTJewas serving more tha^oneraas^r^that / 
(was working for the Dies Committee an^MARTIN DIES gave him 
^oruers nvx, to do anything to GERALD SMITH*] butfl B was also 

working for the Jewish Anti-Nazi League in New^or Tlll& which was 
anxious to urge prosecutive action against SMITH* ■ B there- 

fore, was trying to make a case against SMITH so tha^iecould tell 
the Jewish Anti-Nazi League in New York that he had performed a service 
for them and still be able to answer MARTIN DIES that he had not done 
anything against SMITH, but that the F.B.I* had made its own case* 

also intimated that other pressure to prosecute GERALD SMITH J 
brought by the Dupont interests because of enmity between 
IXiFont and the Ford Motor Company* 



piWQ CU1U I 

^oo | ^^not 1 

i orSersnot 
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Letter to the Director 




June 12, 19 A2 



f intimated that|^^^^^Pof National Workers 

League might knowso me thing about tneieai^ut of the F.B.I. Detroit 
Office becaus efl | once told him that he feara only the Dies 
Commit t« be caus^ne would always be tipped off about any action 
the F.B.I, would take. 




that 




asked him to get six 



jaid also 

men placeaTn^arTous plants. 
Sabotage, and turned the propo'SMW^VSr to 

after conferring with somebody in the Federal building, Chicago, 
Illinois, said he could not arrange to help out with the "Sabotage 
plot" even for the purpose of exposing the men before any damage was 
done. 



at ttyyn^rooaewas 
if, ctSWo, 




Jthen asked me to arrange an appointment for him 

with HARRY BEWNET^^^regxsed on the grounds that this would look 
like connivance. j^^gS^p repeated that he had not seen BENNETT 
since June or Jul^o^a^l+TT and refused to answer directly whether he 
had heard BENNETT had received information from the F.B.I, 
then aske^meto go to JUflRj^BgJNETT and MAHTjjyjTS^nd te" 
kee P™ pqaiet. ■ (denied thattf ■ told him that 

there^S&^Weak out tfilsofTice to HARRY BEmBrf^^^ 



said that he had heard in the middle of May, 1942, 

that in the case of indictment, HENRY K)RD ijbuld put up a $1,000,000 
defense fund; that he also heard that HENRyFORD was going to finance 
CHARLES LINDBERGH who was going to run for President or Vice Fresident 
J^W*^ the Nationalist Party ticket supported by GERALD SMITH. 

^argued that he would not be willing to give any information 
concerning GERALD SMITH or allied Subjects since this might result in 
a subpena upon HQtfRY K)RD. He feared that the same thing would happen 
to him that happened to DON MILLER (MILLER was a CIO investigator who 
disappeared six months ago and is believed to have been murdered because 
of information which he gave out). 




I pointed out that an 
individuals did not rest with - 
States Government and consequently 
decisions. Stilll Irefus 



to the prosecution of 
but was up to the United 

^ _ had no power to weigh such 

to give any information. 





When I finally refusej^oArrange an appointment for 
with HARRY BEN NETT,B ( said he would try to see 

BENNETT htolMn or dei^na^ne could discuss the situation 
with B3WETT. C§£SS§9 made it clear that he did not want to be 
responsible forcausing "important people" to be subpena cL He also 
wanted to discuss with HARRY EE^KT^J^agnner in which 
is mixed up in this whole situationjMJ BB M said he cou^n^^Talk 
at all until his hands were untied. HesaTane was not holding out 
for money, but that it might be a different thing if I offered him a 
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Letter to the Director 



June 12, 1942 




BENNETT, he would give all the information he could, and then if "I 
wanted to use my Influence through HARRY BBJJNETT or somebody else 
to get him a Job someplace else, that would be entirely up to me. 




It is noted that in accordance with 
he was supposed to have spoken to me again on Hay 
to the present moment, he has not come to see me; and it has been 
impossible to contact him despite repeated efforts* 



statement 
owever, up 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x . 
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9 eberal Surpau of Inurstigation 
$mtrb £tatrs Srpartmrnt of fustier 

Detroit - Michigan 
June 29, 1942 



DATE. 



r / r-. I'" w c~* — 



JUL 



Mr. CiriOB 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



OK 



9- 



Re: GERALD L. K» SMITH ' 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



- M 



Mr. Heodoo 

^- ~j Htg Kj-«B>rr 

LlJ^rSf**** «r^McG«ir« 

Mr. QalanTuiD. 

Mr. Nmm 

MIji Gandjr 

J'iJw „ 



Dear Sir: 



Please be advised t 
following additional information froj 
identity is known to the Bureau. 



it this o ffice has received the 

whose 




SMITH is now sending out his literature only to those 
persons who have made two or more contributions to him. The June '42 
issue of "The Cross And The Flag" has Just been released and copies will 
be furnished to you shortly. SMITH is still using the same printer who 
is under investigationhy^^^^^^e for alleged Nazi sympathies. The 
printers name isW K'SS P^Bfcyjp operating as "Merchants Press." Be- 
sides the much publicised Post Office Box #459, Detroit, Michigan, SMITH 
also receives a small quantity of mail through Post Office Box #697 which 
ljs not at all publicized. SMITH is still receiving correspondence marked 
• i\ -i ^Personal" from Kansas which undoubtedly is from GERAIJ)*mNROD at Wichita. 

sli I /' 

^ }j Sf J0h June 3, 1942, SMITH after a five-hour conference 

^1 With Mr. CHARLE^BORpJSON, Vice President of the Ford Motor Company, - : ' 
ll M J cjommented to hif wiffe that he had had a fine afternoon, lunch, and they 

cj treated him royally at the Ford Motor Company. Mr. SMITH continues to con- 
^ ^; with HARRJ^SNNETT, Personnel Manager, Ford Motor Company, several 

g — N: times weekly and SMITH and his wife are mingling socially^ with Mr. and Mrs. 
(gkRRT BENNETT. Mrs. SMITH told SMITH'S manager, BERNARD^ OMAN, that if 
t^ecessary, he would have to pay current office ^xjfcfiSes with cash that was 
deceived through the mail, but she hated to SiaVe $o dilit, . * 

Mr. WILIJA^flUIE, Associate *fiditor of American Mercury 
Magazine, New York City, New Tork, visited Detroit and immediately got in 
touch with SMITH in accordance with a prior appointment by telegram. HUIE 
asked SMITH to arrange an interview for him with HARRY BENNETT on June 5, 
1942 and to arrange an interview with HENRY FORD some time within the 
jMITH suggested that HUIE call HARRY BENNETT'S 
HUIE also told SMITH that he had interviews 
prominent Jewish attorney in Detroit, Michigan) and 
lat ne was writing an article about SMITH. HUIE told SMITH 

OOP1ES DESTROYED 



< to 




> within the 
S assi^t^t. 

idtolQT^.^K 

7TH that | ^ 



830CT 13 1964 1 tyl 6 
JUL S prrh ^ ^ ^ 



n 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

dated June 29, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY -SEDITION 



was rather receptive and gave the impression to HUIE that if SM ITH had 
referre d HUIE to him, it was all right. SMITH told HUIE to ask 

in subsequent interviews whether or not the Dodge family Tiad 



ever taken any interest in SMITH'S work. SMITH told HUIE to tellfl | 
that HUIE had asked SMITH if they did and SMITH had denied it. SMITH 
^^ter contacted HUIE telephonic ally an^added that HUIE should tell 
^ 0 that he thought very well °f f| ■ and that if peop^^who pose 
^asieaders of the Jewish race had as much cannon sense as ■ had 
there wouldn't be any Jewish problem. 

SMITH called HARRY BENNETT'S office and spoke to 
B&dvising him that a friend of SMITH'S whom SMITH used to know In" 
AXaDama and Louisiana had just come from New fork. SMITH described this 
fellow (HUIE) as an awfully nice fellow and a very important writer. SMITH 
stated that this fellow brought some very serious information which he had 
learnecLin New York. SMITH related that BIRKHEAD (probably Reverend Dr. 
L. M ^BIRKH EAD of Friends of Democracy) was planning a very serious plot. 
StTOLurged^pi^to get in touch immediately with HARRY BENNETT abou t it. 
AtB Hrequest, SMITH then gave the following information so thatP 
could rela y it to BENNETT. BIRKHEAD and his friends planned through! 

J and others to plant machine guns and ammunition in the homes of 
^^erta^npersons in Detroit. The conspirators were then to tip off the 
F.B.I, which would then raid the homes. After the raid the occupants,/ 
would then say that ther were followers of GERALD L. K. SMITH, HENR#rORD, 
HARRY BENNETT, FatheW^OUfflLIN and others. Mr. SMITH then suggested that 
HARRY BENNETT should call John Bugaa right away and tell Bugas that the 
Conspirators were planning to use him as a stooge. SMITH also suggested 
that^hey (the Ford Motor Company) "ought to put somebody on thisB W 
I Ibecause he is working on all of them all the time." Slfflh^hen 

a3visedS pthat this plot was supposed to happen within a week and that 
HARRY BENNET^jhoul^takea c ti on on it immediately. SMITH then resumed, 
saying thatflj Jwas operating on a very vicious basis because 

he was mad a^sETH for not giving him ^^ob and angry at the Ford Motor 
Company where he could not ge^^Mob^JSSj then answered that HARRY 
BENNETT warned SMITH aDOUt «^^^^^^S^^ earl y four y ear 8 *QQ* SMITH 
said that he would leave i^u^ToHARR^KMNETT and he, himself, would n&t 
call John Bugas or anybody. 




_ SMITH'S manager, DOMAN, told SMITH tha^anF^BjI^gent 

namedl Bhad been over to interview their printer ^ ■ 
askin^^^^wSts of questions about the magazine such as mToecHTec^ne^" 

magazine, whether he printed it here, if that was the only one printed, 
how many were printed, and all the details. In short, the Agent wanted to 
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be sure that SMITH wrote everything in the magazine end that nobody else 
contributed anything* SMITH asked if the Agent had been nasty and DOMAN 
replied that the printer said no, although the printer regretted that he 
told him how many copies he printed because it was really none of their 
business. OOMAN also advised SMITH that these two agents also interviewed 
the typesetter. SMITH later called the printer and got the same information 
from him including the denial to the question whether the Agent was nasty. 

HUBES/^UCKER then called SMITH and SMITH told him the 
same story about the plot with the following additions. SMITH told HUBERT 
that the planting of guns and ammunition would be done in Detroit by Jews. 
SMITH advised LUCKER to keep his basement locked so that nothing could be 
thrown into^t^SMITHsaid that he believed the whole plot was being 
arranged ^>yWS ^^^^^ t and was being done to discredit FORD, LINDBURGH, 
COUGHLIN, GEHSnTsIffTH, HARRY BENNETT and all the leaders of this community. 
LUCKER the"n~told SMITH that the Agents who questioned him were very nice 
and did not make any effort to embarrass him. LUCKER said the Agents 
should know all about King Carol coming to the United States because this 
was a matter for the United States Government for whom the Agents were 
working — he hoped. LUCKER thejf said that the Agents, after finishing with 
their questioning about King^carol, then switched over to questions about 
GERALD SMITH (the Agents actually questioned LUCKER exclusively about Carol 
of Rumania and did not mention SMITH.) LUCKER said that he answered very 

ottno<w«Ttr an/1 *■ k ~ An«n^B »*svl n f\t- U. 1 m. n, bin* n 1 < + ^ •* C l/TTLT fMn Mm 

SMTH^ug^'te^that the complaint about SMITH must have come to the F.B.I. ., 
fron^B^^^^^^^^ LUCKER then told SMITH that everyone who was / 
opposingtn^Freeflomania Movement was a Communist and the F.B.I, could 
easily get records on Communists because a chap here on the Police Depart- 
ment has one of the best records of Communists in the world and that John 
Bugas was a good friend of HARRY BENNETT who had a complete Communist file. 
LUCKER said that the Agents left when they heard this and knew there was 
no sense in talking about it, 

SMITH then asked LUCKER if John Bugas and HARRY BENNETT 
were good friends and LUCKER said "yes." SMITH then said Bugas has 
furnished HARRY BENNETT most of the good stuff they have. SMITH suggested 
that the purpose of the F.B.I, investigation was to prove that LUCKER was 
a "friend of somebody, " and that LUCKER was in the SMITH org aniz ation and 
then that an gle could be built up. SMITH said that this wai 
~7idea. 

On June 6, 1942, SMITH in discussing his campaign for 
United States Senator said that he had a "sort of natural help" on the upper 
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peninsula of Mickigan because SMITH f S enemies criticize him as being pro- 
Axis and pro-Hitler and there are a large number of (inns and Italians on 
the upper pen^g^^n^ttjat " smear" would not hurt him at all. SMITH 
then told ^^^p^^^l^^^^S 0 ^ radio station WJR Of the plot to discredit 
SMITH, FOiS^nCBBBBRnd COUGHLIN as Fascist-revolutionists. He said 
that persons such as those who planned to conspire were causing dis-unity 
by trying to make trouble for pre-Pearl Harbor Isolationists. SMITH said 
that all his contacts were wholesome and that he had no underg round conta cts, 
fen said that there was once a whispering campaign that 
' ras taking 15$ of everything sent to Father COUGHLIN an< 



imispe5_! 




fically blocked." SMITH said that 

of the Defense Program, has been one of SMITH'S" 
acKers since he started in Detroit* 






SMITH added to his mailing list, 
Chicago, Illinois. On June 6, 1942, SMITH sent for a~re- 
,er from United Press and gave to a reporter named ^pSS|^9| a copy of 
his letter to BIDDLS and SMITH'S radio speech for Junl^^^B^r Immediately 
before the broadcast, Mrs. SMITH called Mr. and Mrs. HARRI BENNETT and told 
them to listen in to the radio broadcast of Mr. SMITH. On June 8, 1942, 
SMITH related the "plot" to Colonel GEORGE MAINES, Flint, Michigan. MAINES 
trie d to rind out who the principal conspirator was and asked if it was 
SMITH said "no." *MAIKSS then asked if it was WINCHELL'S crowd 
?H replied "no, although you never know who WINCHELL'S crowd is." 
SMITH then said that "they" had closed the deal with one of his best friends 
and the conspirators would never get away with their plot in Detroit. 
SMITH told Colonel MAIJES also that the Finnish and Italian yotewoul^ake 
care of itself when the election came. SMITH also said that J J/ 
had gone to see Attorney-General BIDDIE in order to have the COUGHLIN 
matterdropped, adding that if it was followed up it would eventually in- 
volve M Band brine much discredit to the Catholic Church • 



In SMITH'S June, '42 issue of "The Cross And The Flag" 
SMITH publicly urged Attorney-General BIDDLE to look over the list of 
SMITH'S opponents and to compare them with a list of HARRI BRIDGES 
supporters and he would find a marked similarity. 

SMITH is continuing to contact HARRY BENNETT and on June 
9t 1942 j he also attempted to contact HENRI FORD'S personal secretary, 

On June 10, 1942. HARRY BENNETT had a conference with GERALD 
fe - took a copy of his magazine "The Crass And The Flag" with him 
for BENNETT'S approval. Traffic Court JudgeYoTTLIFF, called Mrs. SMITH on 
June 10, 1942 and told her that his brother*$iad got three nominating 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

dated June 29, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY-SEDITION 



petitions filled at the Ford Motor Company by worker* on the assembly 
line and a number of persons who are more or less executives. Judge 
CUT LIFT reported that SMITH was making a hit by championing the cause 
of Father COUGHLIN. Judge CUTLIFF complained that he put in an 
emergency call and still was not able to get through without waiting* He 
suggested to Mrs. SMITH that the line must be tapped and Mr. SMITH 
should have his telephone number changed. SMITH later congratulated Judge 
CUTLIFF on the fine piece of work his brother did. SMITH said that he 
was confident of getting the vote of the union members because he is an 
honorary member of thirteen labor unions. He said he was not going strong 
on the unions because the primary vote depends on farmers, but that he was 
going to concentrate on labor unions in the final election. On June 12, 
1942, SMITH telephonically advised Colonel GEORGE MAINES of Flint, 
Michigan, that he had contacted MAINES 1 friend in the Dime Bank Building, 
(who is undoubtedly EpVBARNARD, local political leader) and that he was 
for SMITH 1003. SMITH promised that if the Republicans win in 1944 he 
would make GEORGE MAINES Postmaster of Flint, Michigan. 

SMITH made numerous complaints that his program was 
displaced on Sunday night June 14, 1942 by the ^resident's transcribed 
address. SMITH said several times that he believed the President picked 
7:15 P.M. on purpose in order to prevent SMITH from talking over the . 
radio that night. i?7^ 

On June 12, 1942, SMITH called 1 

and discussed with him the political campaign. SMITH said that 
re HepuBTican Party was going to win some time and that he thought the 
New Deal had betrayed the country. SMITH said that the public sentiment 
should re-act. The people would want to drink blood and they did not want 
to stand for any middle-of-the-roadists but would want extremists like SMITH 
himself. SMITH said that he was going to conduct a campaign which was go- 
ing to be a cross between a political campaign and a revolution and that 
it was necessary to have a few more who were willing to do this at a 
critical time and that SMITH was willing to pay the price whatever it might 
be to save America. SMITH said that the New Deal had many enemies and that 
the New Deal was out tp crucify all of them, including COUGHLINr^h^IxSb 
Motor Company, FRANK/McKAY and GERALD SMITH and that they had all agreed 
that they should make a unified effort to save themselves. SMITH said 
that when this group was assembled he said to them all, "Let's all get to- 
gether and whip these (obscene) right up and down the line." SMITH then 
said that he wants to be remembered by his grandchildren as the one man 
that stood unsullied in the days of Sodom and Gomorrah of the New Deal. 
SMITH said that that wa* what he wrote to Attorney-General BIDDUS. 
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Letter to the Director 
dated June 29, 1942 



He: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY-SEDITION 



In speaking to ^ B SMITH said 

that the conviction of FREp'TRAHM, former superintendent of the Detroit 
Police Department was one of the worst things in the history of juris- 
prudence and that nothing that Hitler was doing was any worse than that. 

SMITH is presently getting out campaign propaganda 
characterizing SMITH as a persecuted martyr for defending the Americanism 
of Washington and Lincoln* 




On June 15 , 19^2 , WS^^S^^M of New Tork City, New 
York, arrived at Detroit, Michigan as^negues^of tfrs. GSRAU) L. K. SMITH 
in accordance with previously arranged appointment* 



/ 



Very truly yours, 




JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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GERALD L. K. SHTTH; 

TJE "COH TTTE3 OF OKa MILLION 



Chr meter 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
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Synopsis of Facts: 



4* 




Subject busy with campaign for 
nor-in r ticn as Republics n candidate 
for United States Senate £r :.\ State 
of llichigan. His monthly magazine 
"The Cross and the Flag" continues 
to criticise Administration and 
clipped control of Communists tnd 
Intern? ti'*ir. lists. Copy for June, 
19 A2, submitted. Subject continues 
similar tit tacks on radio station T JJR, 
Detroit, irichifan, each Sunday night. 
Furth :r collab oration with officials 
of Ford T 'otor Car Comoany revealed 
-nd also with GEfcALD B^JBTtOD, Wichita, 
Kansas and Krs. £L I Zi^BE TtKt I LLING , 
Chicago, Illinois. Subject is publicizing 
alleged plot of his enemies to accuse 
hi™ and his followers of fostering 
Fascist rsvoluti^n. Subject's printer 
and t vp csutt-jT inte rvic wed, I lemh^- rs hi p 
of Subject's Cemnittee of One Million 
includes prominent former members of 
America First Committee and Father 
COUGHLI"'s Group. Subject made statement 
tha t United States needs e dictator and 
refused to criticize Fascism 
addrcsscj 
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cf Michigan* used by Subject, set 
forth. Subsequent radio eddr esses 
of Subject submitted. 
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REFERENCE : 



Rooort of Special Agent I 
dated June 11, et Detroit, Michigan. 



DETAILS: 



AT DETROIT, laCKICAN 



Lpf ayette Street, Pet mitt IJicl 



[of Merchants Press, 442 East 
ran, was interviewed by the writer, accompanied 




stated that his principal work is done 
for the Ford Motor Car uompnny ana that he has never be^n anxious to print 
publications because they are generally bad pay. He said that one of his 
salesmen told him that he coul^^^the contract to publish SMITH'S magazine, 
"The Cros s and the Flag" a n( fl | insisted on speaking to SMITH himself. 

stated that he nego^5toaan ora 1 contract with S! r !ITH for the printing 
> f v00 copies of the May, 1942, edition of "The Cross and the Flag", to be 
paid for $300.00 in cash innc-dia te^^ndthe balance, which was somewhat in 
excess of $200.00, upon/delivery. stated that the $300,00 cash was 

paid dovm and HERNaPD/5o] LAN^^TH ' s manager, delivered the typewritten materials 
thr.t were to be printed. fEEK|jM s ?-iv he then requested bids from various 
typesetters and eventually sen^xne typewritten material in exactly the same 
condition that hereceivc^it totheStandard Typesetting Service, whose bid 
he received from 9j^^^3f ^^^S«J cont ^ nuc ^ that he received the type 
set-up in page f o^^Trar^^naWc^rypesotting Service and ran off the proofs 
without making any change in the type. He said extensive changes were made 
in the proofs by SMITH and DOMAF, but the only correction that he could 
describe ^^^h^^i letter of Congressman CLARE>fl0FB7iN of Michigan was 
deleted. stated that SMTn^iis^ted thrt ail the proofs be returned 

to S/ITH himseTfand co nsequently B^tF ^^fc sa ia he did not have any of the 
original pro fs. 




Isaid that on May 10, 1942, he delivered 10,000 
copies of the May, 19^, edition of "The Cross and the Flag" to S&ITH's office. 
He said during the last week in I lay, SMITH paid him aj^dd^ tional $100,00 in cash j 
end at the time of this interview onJj^^^, 1942, K§5BV said that SMITH 
still owed him more than $100.00. J^^Wetgtod thr. t s::iTH was trying t-: j 
get hin print the Juno, 1942 issue out BfeS^Bt^ld him thct he wouldn't 



ta.ke the job until SMITH paid in full for the 



1942 issue. 



was 
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very explicit in spying that he did not nake any change at all in the material 
to be printed unless it was specifically authorized by 9IITH or his manager, 
DC? IAN. 



standard Typesetting Se rvice, sta ted that he received the 
on t he Ms y , 19 42, i s sue f r om (Sffi^B 0 ^ He re ha nt s Pros s . He 
said he merely received the typewritten rap tei^a^^Rat was suhmitted to him and 
set it up on his Linotype iiachine exactly ps it w as receive d and redelivered 
the typewritten material and the pages of type t oM ppl pljM. He was clear that 
he did not m?ke r.ny changes in the typewritten materS^Dut merely set it up 
in the exact form thpt it w.s given to him. 

whose identity is known 
KITH as soon as the Agents 
described in detail the questions that j.. ~ 
answers thrt he geve. Ke stated thst he was 
sorry that he informed the Agents that he printed 10,000 copies because that 
was none of their business. 



to the 
had left 
were ask a 





adv is e 

office. 

« Agents and 



h-7. 



____ furth e r s ta t ed that S* 1ITH is 
continuing t ccntPCtTSRE^SlKETT, poTs^nrje^nanager of the Ford Motor Car 
Company, both, in a businesswavend socially. Informant added thst SMITH has 
made some contrcts withB^^^^^| personal s ecretary to HENRlf^ORD and had \q 
a fiv<;-hour interviev; onerW^rnoon v;ith CHARIE^SCFlSNSON, vice president of 
the Ford l"ot?>r Car Company. Informant was unable to state whether financial 
support is bein^ received by SJilTK from the Ford Hot or Car Company at the 
present time. 

Informant stPted thrt SMITH expects tc receive the vote 
of the German, Italian and Finnish population in the State of Michigan by 
reason of the attack thrt has been made upon him by his enemies who term 
him pro-Nazi and Fascist. 

Informant stated that VS., v riLLL'2>HUIE, associate editor 
of American Kercury Magazine, New York, Few York, visited GERALD 311 ITH in 
Detroit, Michigan, and told him thrt he was planning to write en "article about 
SMITH in th3 African llsrcury Magazine, SKITH was made to understand that the 
rrticlc wr-ulri net bi entirely complimentary to SKITH but he understood also 
that "it h?d t~ be thrt way". HUE disclosed to Sllffi thrt during his 
investigation in order U< .?ct material for this article in K3»7 York City, he 
sp^ks to Reverend L. N^SIRKHEaD of the organisation known as Fri-nds of 
^IjU,"HE-J) told HMIE, who in turn told SVJTH, according to |" 
3 that tn^e wrs a plot that wruld ripen within ten days 
fun^ lVA/d, in ;.i ccorOance with which guns and ammunition would be plaited 
in the homes £ certain persons in Detr it, KichLgan. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation would then be tipped off to raid these homes and the occupants 



SO 
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upon being raided, would then spy th£t they were followers of GERAID L. K. 
SKQTH, FATHER COUGHLIN, HENRY FCED, Hi'Jffi^feBSTT and CHARLES A*-UNDBSRGH . 
S3TK gc vc wire publicity to this alleged pint to many of his friends and then 
broadcpsted the substance of the plot without mentioning names in his weekly 
radio address on June 7, 1942. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

According to SMITH irane diate ly i- : 

got in touch with HARRY BENNETT and told him to forewarn Special Agent in Charge 
JOHN S. 3UGA5 of Dot nit Field Office. Up until the date of dictation, which 
is June 16, 1942, no such plot has ripened and no such warning hss been given 
to Mr. BUGAS by HARRY BENNETT. 



y Al^^^cc^ding to ^k^!if&S^^S^^^^9 GERALD ^ ' ' 

SIv3TH^ffi^R^&C?ER.^^^^^^P and other^WlfflWBse^^sBlTH, believe 
that l^^^^l Tnnnnne employ as investigator of certain Jewish, w ' 
flnti-Npz^gr^up^^nKcw York City, is responsible for both, the investigation 
of GERALD L. K. S'TTH end also the alleged conspiracy to discredit SKITK and 
others. 



By letter dated June 5, 1942, SMITH advised Attorney 
General Mr. BIDDLE of this conspiracy without mentioning any names of 
conspirators or informants. The letter concluded with a demand upon the 
Attorney General tc give SiTTH protection against the plotters. SMITH desired 
an immedieto reply. According to Informant SIITH subsequently received a reply 
signed by Kr. BIDDlE's assistant, lir. HSHE. 

According ^j^^^^^^^^^^^^^Sm* S1HTH is very ^10 
optimistic over wdnning the Repuo^icnnnominatCn^^rlJn^edS Senator 
for the Stste ^f Mchigan, but he is et this time greatly concerned over whether 
or mt Judge HCXESmSRGUSON will run against him. 

)n June 12, 1942, SIITH told 
_ Detroit, Michigan, that the Republican Party was i - 

going to win seme tamo ana that he thought the New Deal had betrayo£_th^-— 

country. SKTTH said that when public sentiment would react, the public wuld 
want to drink blood and they would not stand for any compromises but they would 
want an extremist like S3.HTH himself. SJilTH swore that his campaign would be 
close between a political campaign and a revolution and that SMITH was willing 
to pay whatever price was necessary to seve America, and that it was necessary 
to have a few men who wore willing to do this at such c critical time, SMITH 
further said that a New Deal was out to criticise himself, the Ford Lotcr Crr 
Company, FATHER COUGHLIN and FHAJS^iiC KAY and that it was necessary for all of 
thus to unite to quit the New Deal. 

'also said that SHITH showed 
p,reat c'dc appointment when the broadcast of the President's radio address on 




o 
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June 1, 1942, conflicted with his weekly radio program and made him miss a 
week on the air when he had "something very important to say". 

The June, 1942, issue of SMITH'S publication "The 
Cross and the Flag" was released on or about June 16, 1942. The principal 
editorial is entitled m .7e, The People, Are Still Here" and Concludes with 
the following paragraphs: i 

"And, while we whip you at the polls and expose you to the 
people, we shall not only survive your dastardly smear 
campaigns, but we shall resolutely make sure that your 
corns piracies shall not divert us from our detemination 
to be loyal to the war effort. Even though sane of your 
client e may be in power in Washington, v/e shall continue 
to refuse to judfc our government by these exceptions. 
But vie shall determine that the exception shall not become 
the rule — and that the exceptions shall not become the 
rulers . 

"Get off your high horses, you potential tyrants, you over- 
ambitious bureaucrats, you traitors to Ant rice i \7E, THE 
PEOPLE, ARE STILL HE HE!" 

Another article entitled "Biddle 3urns 'Bridges' 
Behind Him" compliments the Attorney General for making one of the most 
constructive decisions in history by printing Communism as a crime. It 
also suggests that the Attorney General should comperes ths opponents of SMITH 
with the sponsors of HARRY BRIDGES and he Y.'ouid discover a striking resemblance 
in the two lists of names . Thu remaining articles arc "Smear Killers", A 
Survey of the Most Dastardly Attempt at Character assassination in the History 
of American Politics, "France Lost Christ", An Interp rotation of Internal Decay 
Y/hich Preceded Military Defeat, "The Hon. Herbert Hoover S?ys:", A Constructive 
Statement by Former President Hoover on How to Uin This VJar and Save Our 
Anericen T 7ay of Life, "Cane Sugar and Political Gravy", The Sugar Trust Reaches 
Into the Public Purse, "£60,000 To One Farmer For Not Raising Cotton", An 
Interpretation of *%y the Solid South is So Solid, "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington", 

11*15 } a ^uiiuiuau 1 ; iuc wu« utiiuvsu g^avcb ociicbUj ioaco n±o ouaiiu, 
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^lsc exhibited several issues of a newspaper 
entitled "The He mid" the motto of vrhich was Future end Independent American 
Destiny. The newspaper ws.s published by late Geneva Publication, Incorporated 
Lake Geneva, k 'isc:>nsin . It vif s also apparent from a rubber stamp impression 
on copies of these newspapers the t they hed been distributee by members of the 
•"cErica First Committer. A perusal of the newspapers made it clear that the 
policy of the editors was pro-German, anti-administration, anti-English, anti- 
Jewish and anti -Communist. It was noted that the editor of this newspaper was 
DOUGLAS !I. STE/7AHT and that one of the naneging editors was FRSDERICJe-tftSTER. 
It is believed that DOUGLAS M^STEVfART i& now editor of Scribners Commentator 
I'erazine published at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 



U'7 0 



! n. 



whose identity is known to 
^^theBureau, strted that Subject has recently been in contact withfl^^^^^H .. n ^ 
8|H|B 0 ^ e Commentator Knpazir.e at I^ke Geneva, Wisconsin, telepnone^^ ^ ' 
^mfflEer464. 

l^^&^^^Balso exhibited to the writer a clipping from 
the Detroit News datedJu±^E^l°^l, describing 3 "No Foreign War Rally" 
at Cass Technical High School, Detroit, Michigan, on June 1;, 1941. Two 
thousand two hundred persons were present. SMITH was the principal speaker 
and he uncovered the plot to annex the United States to Great Britain and to 
make "union now" with FRANKLIN D. R00S2V3LT as en Honorary Kember of Parliament . 
Si : JTH c rit ic ize d the a dnin i s t rr t ion and urged th a t so ldie rs ' wa ge s sh ould b e 
increased. During the meeting he ra:de two appeals for contribution^ to supoort 
his weekly broadcast. Other speakers at the meotin? wore EARL Jr"£0UTHARD, 
Departmental Commander of Veterans of Foreign ^Jars-Illinois, end YflLLIALI J. 
GRACE, Chicago Attorney and chairman of Citizens Committee to Keeo America 
Out of *7ar. Three resolutions woi 3 passed at this rally. 

1. To impeach Secretary of Navy FRANK KNOX. 

2. To oppose lengthening construction of any American 
expeditionary force. 

3. To oppose anything in the nr.ture of a military alliance 
with Russia. 




stated that the America First Committee worked very closely with 
mi Committee of One Million. At 0 meeting of Ths Committee of One Million 
in Serfcunbjr, SMITH interviewed ROEEJiT T^vIETIG, executive secretory 
o-. the Detroit chapter of Americ First Conrnittce, and invited VISTI G_to sit 
on ti.c platform. VXSTI^, however, declined to sit on the platform, 
j iioves sincf; the Verier First Cojamitteo is now enacted that VETIG 
vnrkir? for it. 
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;aid that in the beginning 
of 1941 he sooke with^g^jfeEfefc S^^ ^ ord l*°tor Car 

Company find r. discussion wandered to the sub jec^oi GERALD SMITH. Informant 
suggested the t the F ord l^otor Cgr Company should stop lending financial support 
to SJ'ITH. •f^^^^^r'5gre,.d and said that the Ford Motor Car Company v/as not 
going to pl^sffl^another dime. 

■ P said that Subject is 

maintaining contrct w^htn^pUDlic^Roneri tit led "Th2 Defenders", Wichita, 
Erjis?s, which is the publication of GERALD ir IFK0D. Informant stated th't some 
of SMITH'S publications ?fere printed in Wichita, Kansas, suecifically a 
oemohlet untitled "The Hoop of Steel", 




as 



On Januar; 
Subject telegraphed^ 
b liows : 



12, 1942 1 according to 

Radio Station "70L, YJaahinpton, D. 




"Our Committee considers it advisable to recess broadcast in 
Washington for at least two more Y?eeks and perhaps four. I7e 
consider this advisable due to the fact that subjects for 
discussion hav^ not completaly crystallized. Vc are anxious 
to do or say nothing that might in any "way affect the war 
effort. *7e believe that within one month domestic issues 
will so crystallize as tc merit honest, fearless and 
patriotic discussion. 



/s/ GEPLMij L. 



SMITH" 



Informant also stated that Subject has been in 
contact with R03SRT T. KEYHDLDS, Washington, D. C. 
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_ whose identity is known 

to tho Bureau reveal 3d" that SMITH, eslde from the Post Office Box #459, Detroit, 
Tichigan, vrhich he publicizes widely, also uses Post Office Box #697, Detroit, 
lie hip an. 

_ Post Office Department, Detroit, 

Michigan, advised that Post Office Box #o97 was rented to 3ERWAPJD DOI'AN for use 
in the advertising business. The quantity of mail receipt through this boy. 
is comparatively small. The references on the Explication for this Post Office 
* IRVINr- BOOK, Industrial Bank Building, Det 
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he first became acquainted with CERA] 


if 


^SflT^when 



m±m came to Detroit. He said SlIITH 1 s purpose was to expose thc^ influence 
of Communists at the CIO and he pause 
^^jas^a^reat industrial center, ^^^ ^^ ^ff ^^ ^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^jt 
WSM^I^ S^tr^ the ^ e deration of Americanization ofT'lchi gan,~whi ch~was 
organizeaTor the purpose of combating Communism in Labor Unions. He said 
the corporation was organized about five or six months after S13TH came to 
Detroit and thet its businesswas to handle the distribution of pamphlets 
and radio time for SMITH, W^^B s aid that. JOHN R INDERK AN was co nnec t ed 
with SiaTH v*ien SMITH came 1 



1 

\ 




^|^BVH|i^P^P^^^P said * at PEABODY is presently a Lieutenant 
commander in the United States Navy. RINDgHAN is a former salesman, now 
probably Living in Detroit, tiichigan. B^BSlBiijnself did not describe his 
own business activity more particularly than to eey that he was engaging 
in mgcel^meous business entero rises. The enterprises know to the writer 
ar °lKS^3B present connection with GERALD SKITH and his present connection 
witftnirigKAROL of Roumania in attempting to gain KAROL's admission to 

the TTn 1 1 prt .9+ ,ltnc rm H neonf t r f -?rtr»c r\n Vito t>i **4- 1 a* A 1 , 

— — — — *.v^ fs w v jji^ J l-UJ yai.lt 1U1 XCUU-XCCSC UI tlUOC <^ It ±VliO » 



_ stated thet the original donations which SMITH 

received from his incorpora tors were enough to pay forfourweeks of broad- 
casting on radio station Tf C3C at $45.00 per program. Bjjjll^was 'unable 
to give a satisfactory explanation of why 5E-IITH kept himself in the beck- 
ground. At first he said SMITH contributed only his services and not 
money, then he corrected himself and said SMITH contributed some money 
s^ifficiont to pay for telephone cells, office rental and office expense 
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amounting to about $125.00. ^^^^Jsaid that after about three months 
S1£ITH switched over to radio station VJJR at a cost of $375.00 per week. 
He said the three incorporators put in about $60.00 each. 



The first office SMITH had in Detroit was in the 
Leland Hotel. The first few programs were very well received and listeners 
sent generous contributions through the meil. SMITH also collected cash 
contributions at his raeetines^Soon SMITH moved his offices to the 
Industrial Bank Building. IrffijnB reluctantly stated that the rent for SMITH'S 
offices in the Industrial Sa^^^uildin^was probably donated by the BOOK 
family who operates that building. f| | was extremely evasive in answering 
questions concerning SMITH'S financial support. He suggested that the writer 
look in the Detroit City Directory end practically everyone in there would 
have been a contributor. He then stated that practically every industrialist 
in Detroit contributed to SMITH' s support, but did so in the fonn of group 
contributions so that it would be impossible to say wtet persons made a certain 
contribution. He said that the industrialists were all very anxious t o 
support SMITH'S fight against Communism in the Labor Unions, f ^aid 
that ncne of the industrialists now support SMITH since he hasembarked on 
a political campaign for the United States Senate. 



said he has not discussed finances recently with 
SMITH end has only spoken to SMITH three times in th^^st year. He said 
in the last of these conversations SMITH inf oraedj^^^^hat he was running 
for the Senate and asked^ fBjj^ pto work for him but JjSapsaid that he whs 
"too busy". 




[continued that JOHN RINDERMAN resigned in 19U 
from his connection with SMITH and IEABCDY resigned in 1940. He said that 
EERNARD DDK AN and fclrs. ELEANOR SMITH, SHIXH'swife , were elected to the Board 
of Directors to fill thes e two vac ancies. Blgl HBsaid thereafter he bec ame 
inactive and drooped oi 




Insisted that S<<ITH had never received any 
outright support from Ford or Chrysler or any other leac'ing industrial 
establishment. He did suggest that Ford might have called uponhis own 
"sources" and recommended to them that they support SMITH. ■Jffi B denied 
having any knowledge of the amount of coney that SMITH receivea^^He denied 
that the Ford Kotor C?r Company ever paid for any of the radio programs 
but acain s'lQT^ted that some sympathetic persons might have made a group 
contribution which mi^ht have been used in payment of the radio program. 
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[said he knows nothing of any Fascist, Nazi or subversive association 
of SllTYH. 



LUCKER expressed surprise over the fact that SMITH, 
in his Hay, 1942, issue of "Th* Cross and the Flog", named T tfITR0D as en 
out st ending- Amarican. Ke said as far as he knows GERALD SMITH, he had an 
intense dislike for 17ITR0D because V/IT ROD tried to make him join the Silver 
Shirts. He expressed similar surprise over SMITH'S public praise of ELIZABETH 
DILLEIG. 

Photostatic copies of the articles of incorporr tion 
of the Federation of Americanization of Michigan state its puroose to be 
to aid in movements end support with funds patriotic programs of known 
integrity. The location of the corporrtion was said to have been Room #1927, 
Detroit Leland Hotel, Detroit, Michigan. The corporation did not issue 
stock and had no real estate and its only personal property wer* bocks, 
pamphlets and literature. Finances were said to be from donations. The 
cor oor a tion was incoroorrted a s a no profit organization. The incorporators 
were HU3ERT H. LUCIER, L. NAVaRRE PEABODY and JOHN RIK'DERIIAN. The same 
persons were the initial Board of Directors. The term of the ^rporation 
was fixed at 20 years. The date of the incorporation was April 14, 1939. 
It was stated that additional membership in the corporation can only be 
received by unanimous vote of original incorporators and their duly elected 
successors . 



The 1939 annual report shows the office address to be 
2006 Industrial Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan, and the officers, 
H. H. LUCKER, President, E. If. SMITH, Secretary, and JOHN RBJDERKAN, 
Tree surer. The corporrtion showed a deficit of $900.00. 

The 1940 annual report shows the officers to be 
H. H. LUCKER, President, E. T.-^SfilTH, Secretary and BERNARD A.^IfOkAN, 
Treasurer. The deficit wrs listed as $1,100.00. 

The 1941 return showed the officers to be BERNARD A. 
D0LAN, President, rnd Z. M. S.'IT-T, Treasurer. The directors vera BERNARD 
DOKAN, E . K. Sf-IITH and HUE^ST H. LUCKER. The deficit was rexx>rtsd at 
$2,000.00. 
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In 



was £• lso evasive and said that he had never 
driven S?!ITH out to the Ford Motor Car Company and had no idee that SKITH had 
any connection with the Ford Motor Car Company. He said that in his opinion 
SJ-3TH was as honest e man as any ona could be end had no Fascist eywpe thie s 
but was merely a good, true AmericcB. Ke knew of no source of SMITH'S income 
except cash contributions received in mail end at meetings. 




Agent' 
contacl 

said that he never droveSMT 
and out for a drive. (EjJS^ 
Million now included mos^of 
and Fetter COUGKLIM's Group. 



Desoite nersistent questioning in the presence of Special 



continuously denied that SMITH had any 
good people that were interested in him. He 
'H anywhere except to his office, to his home 
did admit, however, that The Committee of One 
the former members of the America First Committee 




. added that!(j|j^and W&Wf 

w=re still in very clos^contec^winnClTHana even to the extent of reporting 
to SMITH that they were teleohonically cent acted by the writer and they tried 
to follow SMITH'S advice not to respond to any telephonic contact by any 
one. 




Kilitar; 

Officer, Self ridge Field, Michigan, reported to Special Agent 
who was interviewing him in connection with another investigation, thct he 
was unable to ascertain the identity of the soldier who wrote a letter to 
Subject and signed it R.K., Department of Quartermaster, Self ridge Field, 
Mic hir an . 

Subject's radio speech over station WJR on Hay 31, 
1942, opened with the following s tatem^ts : 

"1'Ig cannot win this war without tires and gasoline. This 
war must be won on two fronts — the Battle front and the 
Hone front. V/e need tires end gasoline both places. Every 
loyal American is willing to give his life, or the life of 
his son, to win the war on the battle front. Every patriotic 
American must do everything in his power to win the battle 
on the home fr^nt." 



Thereafter SMITH continued to criticize the 
a \ministi aticn' s policy along his usual lines and argued that it was 
ruxoas a.*y io tsko the Mazis and Communists off the pay roll of the United 
S,.rt3r Government. SMITH announced that he was going to be the friend of 
t k C( u^hlinites . 
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In SMITH'S speech over station V/JR on June 7, 1942, 
SMITH spsnt all his time exposing the plot of character assassins that 
were going to frame him end his followers as Fascist revolutionists. 

On June Ik, 1942, SMITH did not go over the air because 
of the President's Flag Day address. 

Verbatim copies of SMITH'S speeches dated Kay 31, 19<+2 
and June 7, 1942, are bein£ forwarded herewith to the Bureau. 



ENC LOSURES t 
TO THE BUREAU 



Two copies of "The Cress end the Flag", June, 19*2 issue. 

Two conies of radio speeches deted May 31, 19*2 and June 
7, 19*2. 



-PENDING- 



( 



0 
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UNDEVELOPED L3ADS 



'f lUTAUKBE FIELD DIVISION 

VJill report inform? t ion concerning 
and newspaper known as "The Herald", especially in 
rc re re nee to any connection between the above and GERALD L. K. S11ITK end any 
Fascist activity that nay be engaged in by the above. 

DETROIT FI ELD DIVISI ON 

At AIJ!A , MIC H IGAN , will contact! 
relative to information in his possession concerning the activities of SMITH 

At DETROIT, MICHIGAN , will contact relative 
to information in his possession concerning activities of SMITH and will 
maintain contact with other informants for further information relative to 
SH3TH. 



-PS 1- DING- 



ft 



is 
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Subject: QiaLi l# I# ^ OowltUa af On* ttlltoa<| Se ditto* 



1>7^ 

4 ^jrtjdt^iygmr aoniidoratloa a copy © 
I ■ »%n>lt Mohican, 

, ., c „ r »r «wi a of Eadth'e radio fcroadoaeti 

froa ttatloa VS, Detroit, WoMgaa on Xajr 31 t 4943 and /tana 7. m» 
to«a%har vtth a oopy of tha *na, 1943, laaoa af «?ha Croat ial tha 
*W *ilob jnM lotion Is prepared and dletenlB&ted a/ fella* 



. Th ! r ! ^ * nCl »" d fterevlth fay pay fryftilder«tlo» a Ooflr of 
the report of Special A^ent f»^^ai^a^«^cj - **" 

dated June 39, 1943, to^elhar 
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r ■ 



Special Agent In Charge* 
Dstroit, Klohlpn , > r\ r :f > ^ * • ' " 



■v. 



Ret GETULD I. K. SMITH - 
COMMITTER OF 1,000,000 

ttoincs 



Dear Slrt 



There are transmitted herewith photostatic copies 
of a Hat of reported contributor* to Oerald L. I, Salth and 
the Conoittee of 1,000,000 during the year 1937 and the first 
three months of 1938. , 

Thle list was referred to the Bureau by a confidential 
source and the sane is being sent you for your information and 
assistance in your further investigation of this ease. 

Tory truly your*, 




Mr. Tel •<•*__ '• 

Mr. B. A. T»mm_^' 
Mr.Cliil 
Mri<?l»Tf*I^_ 
ttrj Lead 



Mr. NIcfcoli. 

fS*P^ Mr. Rot an 

Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Ctrioa_ 

Mr. Co(f«y_ 
(Mr. Hendon 



Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGvtre 

Ir. Quinn Timm 

i4r. Neaae 

Mi •■ Candy 



Enclosure 




John Edgar Boover 
Director 
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DATE- fal^MiZm, 




COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
M Al LED 13 

* JUL2<HH2 

fEDEBU BUREAU OF »NVESTIGtfK& $| 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OFIUSTtCE 




THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OETrtClT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NO. 62-1194 



RSRORT MA DC AT 

New Orleans, La. 



DATE WHEN MA DC 



6/29/42 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAOC 




0 

GE3AID L. K. SUITH 



CHARACTER OT CASE 



MISCELLANEOUS - 
Information Concerning 



SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REFERENCE: 



____ [, la presently at 

Ft. Banning, Ga., attending Infantry Officers 1 Candidate 
School* Pertinent serials being forwarded Atlanta Field 
Division. . , v 

Report of fecial Agent j| ■ Detroit, Michigan, 

dated 5/20/4I. Letter fromOetrol^ield Division dated 
6/4/42 to New Orleans Field Division, 

letti 




DETAILS: #^^^^^&fe^|^ dviaed that 

^ |was a Private, Headquarter a Company, 

Reception Center^cS^TSeauregard, Louisiana, and that he should be interviewed 
concerning activities of the subject. 

'.^ 

AT CAMP BEAUREGARD, LOUISIANA; ' c-. 

Wfcn^, jSTT^v ^ Camp Beaure- 

gard, advised that is presently at Ft. Banning, Georgia, 
attending Infantry Officers' Candidate School. 

In view of this information this matter is being referred to the 
Atlanta Field Division and pertinent serials are being forwarded to that Division. 

ENCLOSURES: TO ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION | 

One (l) copy of report of Special Agent 
wacnigan, aax,ea }/aj/it±» 




Che (1) copy of report of Special Agent 
Michigan, dated 5/23/42. 

(toe (l) copy of letter from Special Agent in Charge, Detroit. Michigan 
to Special A&ent in Charge, New Orleans, Louisiana, dated 6/ A/42. 

- F END I N G 




COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

3-Bureau 
2-Detroit 

Vrle 



2fNew^ 



/ 7 Q 



JUL 



Ait W0W ST ' *I COINED 




1 - UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION : 

_» At CLEVELAND, CHIC} will investigate the character and background oj 

and the organization known as *Un^edJtothers of America*, $U8 Arcade, tele- 
Michigan 6833. It is noted thalfl phas been In frequent contact with 
GERAU) L. X, SMITH. • 

THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION : V . 

* At LANSING, MICHIGAN, will obtain full Information concerning the Incorporation 
and activities of the Federation of Americanization of Michigan, Inc. 

• At DETROIT, IflCHI&AN, will consider interviewing the fol lowing p ersona If ad- 
visable conc erning a ctivities of GERALD I. K. 3411 



* Will continue inspection of Subject* s bank account at the Detroit Bank main 
office particularly near the end of each calendar month. 

* Will continue this investigation vigorously in order to Ascertain the sources 
of Subjects financial support, Subject 1 s business associates, and future activities. 
Tiill make a special effort to ascertain if Subject is making any attempt to propagan- 
dize any particular group of persons in violation of the Selective Training and 
Service Act, 

* Will continue to collect Subject's propaganda for transmittal to the Bureau. 

TKE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION : 

* At NEW YORK CITY will interview 

located through 

should be questioned principally concerning the financial support 

received by SMITH with particular emphasis on any support received from any interest 
which may be subversive* 

liS MIL fiBfcBAKS eslb Bjmaau 

* At HZil GtLrAUS, LOUISIANA, will ascertain information concerning the back- 
ground and activities of GERALD L. K. SfcftTH from approximately 1929 to 1935 when he 
was said to have been a bodyguard and close friend of HUEY LCtIG with particular 
reference to any activities which mA^^^U^ej^^^oncert with present enemies of 
the United States. Will interview^ B said to be of New Orleans, 
Louisiana and farmer associate of HUE! LONG, concerning SMITH'S activities in 
Louisiana* 





'JOHN EDGAR hCoVB) 

> 



CC-287 





Call 

Dictated 
HXK:TOG 



3:00 p.m. 

9:30 a.m. 6/2/42 






federal Bureau of frtuesttgatiim 
fetfteo ftates Bcpartittent of Surtice 

June 1, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LAPP 
l>etroit7~hichiganT 




Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
y Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Te 
Mr 
Mi 



. Tolson 

. E.A. Tamm 

. Clegg 

. GUvin 

. Ladd 

. Nichols 

. Rosen 

. Tracy 



. Caraon . 

. Coffey 

. Heodon 

. Hoi loman 
. McGuire 



. Quinn Tamm, 
. Harbo _ 

le. Room 

. Nease 



bb Beahm 



£70 



SA ^ | of theDetroit Office called to 
advise that the gymbol^^J will be used in connec- 
tion with the technical surveillances maintained i 
the investigation of Gerald _Kr»mlth J These 
surveillances cover lines Randolph 9547, Clifford 
1582 end Fitzroy 8264. 




Respectfully, 




c 

r i 



. bt.. 
- u- 



IT. 




>EKAL B!)n c *'!ncr r^TI6V!W 
5 JUL 8 19 2 
US. DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICC 




A ' .3. 1. 1'eaiquarters 
'Jen tl err en: 

Here is svre lope m a couple o* 
carefully checked viz; 



-•ly c, 194? 



rr.er. t h*» t shoul-i t 



They are Supposei to b . ,. orUlr ., ^ tfce ^ ^ ^ ^ 

.8.1th *or Senator Kichiwn l„ the next election, snth,/" 

the Cha^an oi the c^ltf one Milion an, ls t , 9 
the publication too fcuch Rooseveldt" 

is an expert photographer ard >«* t*Wr 
• K " a£ t&K «' 1 numerous pictures 

the soo Loc*., a „* other polnt8 ln the ^ ^ ^ 

I would surest that some one get m touch *ith 



«t the Park 0ar4en Ca± e in 
about these two men. 



4 or soire interesting in* orrr.at ion 



I have two boys in tb» it < ^ 
^ y the U^.Army and consider it ay 4uty to 

P*sa this alone to the ..3.1. 



Sincerely yours : 



P.S.Ti.a License No.> their Car is 
1942 Plymouth Car, 



1942. 



«SC|IAI0 



A'6 



federal Surrnu of Investigation 
HiiUrh Stairs Qrpartmrnt of JimUrr 



A LL_ I ! TORMAT I ON CONTAINED 
DATE 



IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nhl?> BY SMftifri OmS 



Detroit - Michigan 
July 17, 1942 



J 




904,433 



Mr. ToUon 

Mr. S. A. T. 
Mr. Clem ... 
Mr. G!nvin . 
Mr. Wd ... 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. r<»*a .. 
Mr. Ti iii-y . . . 
Mr. rr.i»OB . 
Mr. C'ofTcy 

rBHSeNAir-fi ND CONFIDEl flpSr 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Res GERALD L. K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



Mi . MtGuji * 



.JchAL BUREAU OF INYF- /Qfc 



< » 



llll OQ KM' ? 

« . rap Ti. frv., S , 



Dear Sir: 



from 



The followini 




additional information has been received 



GERALD SMITH received a package via railway express 
agency from Protestant War Veterans, New York City, New York and in- 
structed his secretary, BERNARl>#OMAN, to refuse it, inasmuch as it 
probably contained propaganda. SMITH has continued to contact HARRY 
BENNETT, Personnel Manager of Ford Motor Company and apparently confers 
with BENNETT concerning the "crusade" of the Committee of One Million 
and also concerning SMITH'S political campaign for the office of 
United States Senator from Michigan. SMITH commented on PEARSON and 
ALLSN'S newspaper comment that the Senate was wondering where' SMITH 
was getting all his money to send out abundant literature and campaign 
propaganda. SMITH said he expected to invite PRENTISS M<^BRaVN to 
send a secretary to SMITH'S office every week and get an audited re- 
port and they would all be surprised how many thousands of small 
people had been sending him dollars and five dbllars to keep him 
going. SMITH said that special contribution he had had would go back 
to two years ago and had nothing to do with the present. SMITH re- 
sented the fact that ROOSEVELT'S transcription was broadcast on June 
14, 1942 at a time that conflicted with SMITH'S weekly broadcast at 
7:15 P.M. Sunday. SMITH said that the choice of time indicated that 
it was spy work aimed at SMITH and it was unfortunate because SMITH 
had qj*ite a bit to say. SMITH said that he read in the papers that 
the/vOUGHLIN investigation had been^drj55ped. He commented that the* 
world is now going through darktt&uW'. * f 

SMITH has had considerable assistance in getting his 
nominating petitions filled from «nployees of the Ford Motor Company 
The former football player, JIM^loRPE, filled one complete petition 
during one^ eight-hour shift at the Ford Motor Company. SMITH'S son, 
GERALD Z>*5L!ITH, has obtained a Job at the Ford Motor Company, through 
HARRY BENNETT'S offices. SMITH advised his former chauffeur and 
body guard, WALLA CE^JAMBER, to tell the truth if any Government officers 
questioned him abbnt^SMITH. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

dated July 17, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



SMITH B&id he had nothing to hide. SMITH has fre- 
quently expressed suspicion that his telephone wires were being 
tapped and has cautioned some of his friends not to mention any facts 
or figures over the telephone. At other times he has said that he 
had a lot of company when he talked over the 'phone but his company 
would merely hear him talk to some fine Americans. 

SMITH stated that he had received a reply to the letter 
he mailed to Attorney General BIDDLE, advising of the "plot" of 
SMITH'S enemies to plant arms and ammunition in the homes of SMITH'S 
followers. He said the reply was from BIDDLS'S assistant, Mr. BEHGE, 
S1TTK said he would have communicated directly with the local F.B.I, 
office but he did not know anybody. SMITH said he did not know in 
what part of the country the "plot" might hatch. 

HUBSrf^^JCKER informed SMITH that he had been inter- 
viewed by F.B.I. Agents but the exact details of the disclosure were 
not learned. There was some indication that SiCITH sent his son, JERRY, 
to try to "spot" the F.B.I. Agent who was supposed to interview LUCKER. 
SMITH has become very bitter against Professor JOHiv SHEPaRD of the 
University of Michigan, Chairman of the Civil Rights Federation, which 
organization published a pamphlet "Smash Detroit's Fifth Column." One 
of the principal chapters violently attacks SI^TH. S1HTH freely 
exposes Professor SHSPAHD as a fellow traveler of the Communists 
connected with the Civil Rights Federation. SMITH expressed these 
sentiments to President ALEXANDER RUTHV2N of the University of Michigan. 

SIXTH has been in touch with fcS^^^fe^f in the 

office of the Collector of Internal Revenue, Treasur^Bepartment, 
Detroit, Michigan (this may be in connection with the investigation 
of SMITH for income tax evasion. )>*SkITH and his wife have been 
attempting to contact CHARLES A>flNDBERGH in room 49 of the Dearborn 
Inn, Dearborn, Michigan. They have made frequent telephone calls, 
but only once was SMITH connected with LINDBERGH who replied that he 
had no time to confer with SMITH since he was preparing to leave 
for Washington, D. C, and also because he had to get out a report. 

The City Council of Cleveland, Ohio refused to rent the 
Municipal Stadium in Cleveland to GERALD SMITH. The leader of the 
opposition to S)1TH was Professor BUSH of Western Univepiity. The 
Mothers of America under the leadership of Mrs. DAVIE^T ANLEY , Cleve- 
land, Ohio, engaged an attorney who represented the taxpayers and 
people who want to preserve freedo^of speech. SMITH and his wife under 
the name of Mr. and Mrs. B. A^^fiMAN, flew to Cleveland, Ohio on June 
24, 1942 to attend the hearing on the resolution. SillTH had advised 
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Letter to the director fie: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

dated July 17 > 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



that Professor BUSH was Jewish and was probably a Communist by reason 
of his affiliation with Russian War Relief. SiCETH spoke before the 
Cleveland City Council and was well satisfied with his reception. In 
his speech before the Cleveland City Council, SMITH denied charges 
that he was anti-Semitic and challenged every Jew in Cleveland to 
prove that he is. 

GEORGE told Sia^^^j^^^^^j^jamed 

vprou&bjy Feiemng to Speciax Agent m ^/ spun.e 

SMITH, but gave him the wrong name . (S^p T ' ^^^ ^aidhe got this 
information from a man in New York namecfl ■ whom SMITH knew to be 
a Communist. SMITH, hcwever^said he (fi^no^nave any such call. 
GEORGE a nswered that M||| lpjB was supposed to have talked with 

SIXTH. SMITH later referred to his own speech in Cleveland and said 
that he was not defending Father COUGHLIN, but instead was defending 
the only church which ordained hira a priest. He contended that his 
own statements were not seditious, but if people thought they were, 

of the United States. 

He told the Cleveland CounciLnen not to be deceived by 
the snakes or SHEPARDS who are merely me mbers of the Jfonrnunist Party. 

SIXTH has also been attempting to c on t a c 

presently in New YorJ^ity, New York. Mrs. SMITH advised 
assistant to HARHS^WSTT, that GERALD SMITH had already twice as 
many names as he needed on a nominating petitionand that they were 

_ » •_ _ x xi x _ _ J> rr>r\ x ^ «/v\ * - a * ^1 I j j it i i_ i j 

c^m-Liig -lii av i/Sc rai<e uj. pw \,o i|?w aaij^y. m huq wiaL ne wou-m 



check on the Ford^dealers to see if they were circulating any petitions 
for Judge H01EOT3RGUS0N, SMITH'S most feared opponent, and would relay 
this message to HARRY BENNETT. 

sry truly yours, 




OHN S* BuGAS / / ' " 

Special Agent in Chfe/g 
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It he ral Surf au of Inur attention 

Unit? 5 State a £r parttnrnt of Justirr 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 20, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 



ALL INFORMATION 

DATE- f JSisf-v^ 



Dear Sir : 



Re i Gerald I^nan.JCenneth Smith, a/k/a 
Gerald L, KpSmith; 
The Committee of One mil ion* 
Internal Security - Sedition* 




Lea 



Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
dated 6-29-42 at Detroit, Miciiigan, which report seWorth^ 
:or_the Milwaukee Fie ld pi vis io n to report information concerning 

" _ and newspaper known as "The Her- 

aj.a,- especially 111 TeTe'rence io any connection between the above and 
Gerald I*. K. Smith and any Fascist activity that may be engaged in by 
the above • 

This is to advise that a review of the file in the Milwaukee 
Office, entitled, "The^Heraldj Lake Geneva Publications, Inc., Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin - Registration Act," fails to reflect any reference 
to Gerald L. K. Smith. 

Copies of the following reports, however, are being en- 
closed with this letter to the Detroit Field Division and these reports 
contain a history of the Registration Act case referred to above. 



Report of Special Age 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 



Report of Special Agent 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin* 




dated 2-7-42 at 



., dated 7-15-42 at 



This matter is being considered as Referred Upon Completion 

to the Detroit Field Division with this letter. It will be reopened in 
the Milwaukee Office upon the receipt of any information to the effect 
that Gerald L, K. Smith has any connection with Douglas M. Stewart 
or other Individuals connected with the H 
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»d with the Herald newspaper i , A - , ^. *7 

Very truly ytftffi j~ dfrv.. >U or IWfSI IG^Ti-? . 

snnor -^f^^ u * 



Special Agent 



™tOPY IN FILE 
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Frfceral Sitrran of Inu* *tig%Zi? m <+ 
ilnitrfc States Erpartmtnt nf 9 

Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Illinois 
July 21, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Sir; 



RE: '"".Ca^ITSS-OF 1,000,00Q 5 _. 
G2RALD L. K.^SMITH - 
INTERNAL SS^RITY (G) 



There are being transmitted herewith photostatic copies of 
certain artic^^an^rnemoranda recently furnished to the Chicago Field 
Office by^^^ ^^^^^^ ^| of the Anti -Defamation League, 130°North 
Tfells Street^joncorningtne above -named organization and individual. 
Three photostatic copies have been prepared, one copy of which is being 
sent to the Detroit Field Office for its information. One photostatic 
copy of this data will be retained in the files of the Chicago Field 
Office. 



i 



In a cc or 'lance with 
of this material are being returne" 




request, the originals 



m. 



The indices of the Chicago Field Office failed to reflect 
information not already furnished to the Detroit Office. 

Very truly yours, 

• 



enc, 




5 ^r~- Xl - ca/^\ 

J xA M 

i r 

at (enc) 

i ii \ r 



A. K. JOHKSOT, 
Special Agent in 
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Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH _ 
L COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; J? ™ 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION. 



Dear Sir: 





Please be advised that the folio win i 
has been received from I 
known to the Bureau: 




additional information 

whose identity is l?j£> 




GERALD SMITH and his wife are continuing to contact HARRY 
BENNETT, Personnel Manager, Ford Motor Company, both at his office 
and at his home but they rarely speak to Mr. BENNETT personally and 
customarily leave theirmesseceswith and obtain their messages from 
BENNETT'S Assistant, W^^^^^B SMITH has some copies of ELIZABETH 
DILLING'S book entitleS^TnelRedNetwork n which he distributes upon 
special request* 




in gton, D. C«, who writes for the newspapers, 
privately told J f of Detroit, Michigan that he was going to 

be sent to EnglanS^anoTurther stated that ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL are 
the biggest blunderers he ever heard of and the United Nations have a 
very good chflnce of being licked. 

SMITH was vis 
on Friday, July 10, 19 
for several hours with 
in Dearborn, Michigan. 





<ed by« p of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

and tne^wo of them had dinner and a conference 
AUGUSTU^LI NDBERGH at the Dearborn Inn 



All: 10 



SMITH was considerably concerned about newspaper articles ^to 
the effect that SMITH was going to be involved in the Grand Jury A , 
Investigation being conducted at Chicago, Illinois into the subject of i 
sedition in the midwest. SMITH claims to be a total stranger tr Miss 
FRANCES \dUSENBERRY by whom SMITH is being implicate^.. -SMITH itfributes 
this adverse publicity to the desire of his enemies, particularly 
WALTER WINCHELL, the Jews, and frnmuhists to smear SXITH'S reputation. 

Reverend IJELAI^^OK of Pontiac, Michigan told SMITH that 

rr n f-J'Cl^ indexed. 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

July 18, 1942 COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION. 



"our friend" from the southwest is believed to have been arrested in 
northern California and put in a concentration camp. SMITH expressed 
his opinion that "our friend" may be out on a confidential mission and 
advised Reverend MARION not to worry. SMITH stated to MARION that he 
has appealed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation because he feels 
that a conspiracy is underway to exterminate him in some way. SMITH 
invited Reverend MARION to reside at SMITH»^Metin^at Masonic Hall on 
July 17 f 1942. SMITH said he called on* Jto release 7 

enough gasoline to take people to church on Sundays and to the election 
booths on election day. SMITH expressed that he was worried, that we 
are losing this war* Reverend MARION said in about thirty days Russia 
would be right back with HITLER. MARION then cited the eleventh chapter 
of DANIEL of the Bible, which predicted the downfall of Egypt. 

SMITH also accuses that he has some very merciless enemies 
among Jewish organizations which are preparing to turn over to SMITH'S 
political oponents material against SMITH. SMITH expressed confidence 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation and specifically in Mr. BUG AS, 
saying that Mr. BUGAS would not allow SMITH'S enemies to create a lot of 
trouble for SMITH. SMITH stated that he was not afraid of smear campaigns 
but he was afraid of his enemies plotting against him to frame him. 
SMITH told his Secretary, BERNARD fDOMAN, that he got the impression from 
his interview with Mr. BUGAS and Mr. S0L01DN that they did not want to 
hurt him, they wanted to protect him against his enemies. 



Very truly yours, 



H^aV >7cX JOHN s. 



Special Agent in Charge 
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Case originated at. DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



DETROIT •' File Ko, 62-1126 



Report mp.de at 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Date when made 
7/22/42 


Period 

6/20,25;7/6, 
7/42 


— ■ ■ 

Report made by 

WW EJG 


Title 

D 

GSEAID UUAK KENNETH SMITH, 
aka Gerald L. K;' Smith; 
THEf-COKKITTEE OF OPE MILLION. 


Character 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS: ^^^^^BM^H^^^^I Detroit, Michigan 

reveals statements of S1IITO indicating that 
(- United States is going Fascist or Communist 

and he wants^tead United States toward 
Fascism. ■t^SJ^interviewed concerning 
alleged pIo^Tod ef one him and so forth, no 
additional information, unable to 6tcte 
specifically original source of information 
about conspiracy. c °ntends that in- 

• volving him in Chi ergo Grand Jury Investi- 
gation is pert of same conspiracy. Subject 
occupied principally with political campaign 
to Wayne Republican Nomination for United 
State^^enato^from Michigan* Subject con- 
t&etl |of Ford Motor Company and 

CKiJuSttTwGSffill presently employed by Ford 
Motor Company* 

- P - 

KSHSHSNCES: Report of Specip.1 Agent !_ 

OPIES DESTROYED ted June 29 « 19W et Detroit ' 
35 OCT 20 196462-43816 Bureau letter datad June 20, 1942. 
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DETAILS: 



AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN 




far Local Draft Board No. 10, 
T7th Floor Cadillac Square Building, Detroit, stated that 
GERAII) LYMAN K. SLIXTH of 1753 Seybum, Detroit, was bom in Perdeeville, 
Wisconsin on February 27, 1898 • He gave his occupation as "preacher-radio 
commentator". He is married and is employed by The Committee of One Million, 
2001 Industrial Bank Building. On June 2D, 1942, he had not yet been classified 
under the Selective Service and Training Act. 

Post Office Department, Detroit, 
until June 25, 1942 the only return address 

Box 697, Detroit, Michigan was that 



advised that from June j.^, 
noted o n mail received thro 
of 





Detroit, Michigan, was interviewed in his room at the! 
Detroit and gave the f ollovring information: 



in 



He said he had previously conferred with Director HOOVER 
and L. B. NICHOLS, Assistant Director, concerning a large group of preachers 
and former preachers throughout the United States who are expressing seditious 
views. He said that the leader of this grow n nnri the one who is most instru- 
mental in^recruiti 
said tha 
rm and sne usue. 
they will ut ter her propaganda 
said that 
Sware "of her attempT^ahd 
succeeding . 



■ Is; 

persona^cna 





svj pof Chicago, Illinois, 

is a woman who has considerable appeal and 
employs this asset to convert preachers so that 
which very closely parallels Nazi propaganda. 

attempted to recruit him but he said he was 
old her frankly that she had no chance of 






was 

3 made to^uneart|^Ccflmunis t activity 
told *j^^^^r^jj^hatshe he d 
or this purpose^ ^E ^^^^^ ^^also 
sh e was friendl y w ith^^^§^^M|an^^^^Uiat she would 
to^ ^ ^^^M She exc ■; . I^^ZJS^^^^SM ' 
ight-nanamanaswe 11 a BjjSSSSKTv-few^BbQ said" tn a 1 
t ample money for a ll his exp enses f rom Bf^j^?^3c^gT^H^ 
the last he heard of ^jj|j|jp^was that he had become a Major in 
United States Army. 



that an attempt was 
at the University of Mi chiga 
receiv ed $5.000. 00 from~ 
told 
Intro 1 
■was 
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said that all oi^ (clique have the 

They always have some campaign with a popular appeal 




solicit cash contributions from large numbers of pa. sons* 



same method of operating, 
which e nables them to 

uses the Political Research Bureau of Chicago, Illinois; 
Antonio, Te xas uses a Pr ohibition Platform; GERAID SMITH uses 
bmmittee of One Million. B@^ljxJ SB id tn3 t tnev account to no one for 
the cash contributions they so rece^eana he believed that they do not report 
this income properly to the United States Treasury Departmen^^^i^^ their 
income tax returns with the Collector of Internal Revenue. ■ ^ suggested 

that the most effective way for the Federal Bureau of InvestlgationToscare 
these people into being good Americans once more would be to openly interview 

Ua coiri ho Ha H fnrmprlv imrifi 




this suggestion to Director HOOVER and Assistant Director NICHOIS. 
gave the impression that he was a very close informant of Assistant Director 
NICHOIS end had recently spent half a day with him discussing this situation. 

*^ ^ ""V.'T"* . _ l ^ ^ 'that 

she twice attended theNeuremDer^Jcrireren 
She alsoboastedthet she wesfrign^^fith General FRANCO, Fascist leader of 
Spain. I Isaid thetl Itells incredible stories about 

Russia aSfflBnSs also told hS^na^cflllNG KAI-SHEK and all the Chinese 
leaders were Communists. She also justified the Japanese aggression by saying 
that the Japanes^werepro jected into a waro^aperession by reason of over 
population. ■ Is aid th? t all of fl crowd preach the same 

line of propaganaa^atta eking the a dminisTrationy criticizing any alliance 



wxT»n ww HX,nt;j.ax,J.c oumiuuiij.eu» lu. iv.jsb.lci emu nu. ul 





of the war by negotiating a peace and appeasing the Axis Powers. 

_said that GERAID SMITH admitted to him that he 
had great financial backing fr om leadin g industrialists in Detroit, Michigan 
to fight Communism. SMITH toLsgglfHthat the United States is ultimately 
going to become either a Fascis^^^ixe or e Communist state and all that was 
needed to defeat Communism was good leadership. SMITH told 

a fool far not getting in for some of this Anti-Communist money. ^_ 

was unable to recall^hf^iames of any specific financial supp orter of SMITH 
except the senioiM!%jE$|Ey SKITH also complained to^gSy private ly about 
the alleged c ontro^ca^ne Un ited Stat es by Jews and sSduiat he intended 
to fight it. SIIITM boasted t 4K^^B that the American people were merely 
looking for a leader and he asp^reaTo be a ^^dej^o^^ie people when the 
united States would become a Fascist state. fc^T^J describes SMITH as 
having the same delusion of grandeur as SMITHr^rormer boss HUEY LONG. 
SMITH also bragged that business men are looking to him as their spokesman 
to combat Communism and see that the United States would become Fascist 
rather than Communist. 
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of the activities of ^ ^ 
He explained that his un 
observation. 




aid tha t he had no documentary proof of_any 

GEPuAID SMITH, or any of that crowd, 
ng or their program was gained merely by 



tinuously attempting to contac 
Motor Company, botj^yiis home a 
confronted witn| pAs 
and delivers messages from 1 
as to whether there is any news an 





tet SMITH is con- 
of Ford 

cs but he is almost always 
B who accepts messages far 
Their usual conversation is merely 
the usual answer is that there is no news. 




witn CHA. 

Michigan. Special Agent 
that SMITH and his wife were" a riven 
room and left several hours later, 
himself but it was reliably reporte 
conference was planned to be between 



SMITH has continued to contact CKARIES AUGUSTU^HND^GH 
d Motor Compan y and on July 10, 1942 SMITH took[_~~ 
~ M with him to a conference, vhich he 
H f or s~ev eral hours at Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, 
conducted a surveillance and observed 
n °f>rbom Inn and want into a private 

LINDBERGH 

^ ^ ^^^^^ that the 

Si] - 





has distributed upon special request a copy cJ 
Red Network". 



urther reported that SMITH 
ELIZABETH DILLING'S book "The 




further stated that on 
July 11, 19A2W^^^^^gy^^V ^ontiac, Michigan told SMITH that 
"our friend" fromthe southwest was rumored to be arrested in northern Cali- 
fornia and placed in a concentration cemp. He toUyljlffiP tha t "our friend" 
may be out on a confidential mission and he should not worry. 

In accordance with Bureau letter dated June 20, 1942, 
the writer telephonic ally contacted Subject and requested him to appear at 
the Detroit Field Office for an interview by Mr, BUGAS and the writer concern- 
ing the alleged plot which Subject reported to Attorney General BIDDIE. At 
2:30 P.M. on July 7, 1942., SMITH was interviewed by Special Agent in Charge 
JOHN S. BUGAS and the writer in the office of ths Special Agent in Charge. 
The interview lasted until 3:20 P.M. and Subject was asked to give all the 
information in his possession concerning the alleged plot which ho reported to 
the- Attorney General, Persistent attempts were made to confine Subject to 
this limited ecope but he furnished practically no facts which were not already 
knowi to the 3ureau, In short, he stated thrt he was visited by Mr. __ 
^SJUIE, Associate Editor of the American Mercury magazine, which is largely owned 
' by reputable Jewishpcrsona, HUIE told S1ITH thrt he wanted information so that 
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he could write a story about SHITH for American Mercury magazine and he 
explained to SMITH that it wouldn 1 1 be entirely complimentary but SIITH under- 
stood that "it had to be that way 1 '. SMITH invited HUIE, who impressed him as 
a sincere, conscientious young man of about thirty years, out to his house for 
luncheon. In the midst of a discussion, which, of course, centered about 
SMITH, HUIE'S expression changed and he asked SMITH if he really knew how 
vicious his enemies were, VJhen drawn out, HUIE elaborated that in getting 
material for his story, he had interviewed officers of the Jewish Anti-Nazi 
League in New York City, New York and Reverend L. M. BIRKHEAD f S Friends of 
Democracy, SMITH explained that HUIE was favorably received by these two 
organizations since it was known that he represented the American Mercury 
magazine, which was largely controlled by Jews. At this point, SMITH went 
into a harangue of Reverend L. M, ' BIRKHEAD , whom he accused of being an in- 
sincere ex-preacher who found it profitable to pretend to protect wealthy 
Jewish people from Anti-Semitic attacks. SMITH then continued that he wasn't 
sure whether HUIE got the story of the alleged plot from the Jewish Anti-Nazi 
League or from Friends of Democracy, but knowing Reverend BIRKHEAD he assumed 
that HUIE got the story from Friends of Democracy, He admitted several times 
that he was not sure that this was the source of HUIE'S information. J&ITH 
was unable to name any person in Detroit, who was to participate in the plot 
and merely repeated iiifarnE tion that was already known to the Bureau and the 
Department that within ten days after his interview with HUES, said enemies 
of his planned to locate arms and ammunition in the homes of certain Detroiters, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation was then to become anonymously involved 
by being tipped off to raid these homes and the occupants would then sa y that 
they were friends of GERATD SMITH, HENR¥-££KD, FATHE3HWUGHLIN, 
and any of the real leaders of Detroit, 

SHITH said he deemed it necessary to act quickly in that 
situation and that is why he had to expose the plot over the radio that 
following Sunday. He said he felt that this exposure either broke up the plot 
or more likely made the conspirators lie in wait for some later opportunity 
to smear SOTH'S reputation. 

During this interview the writer did not speak et all 
but ell. the questioning was done by Special Agent in Charge JOHN S. BUGAS, 
who exerted a continuous effort to gain further particulars about the alleged 
plot from the Subject and also to confine Subject's discussion to this alleged 
plot nevertheless StilTH frequently referred to his vicious ©nemies who would 
do anything to harm him and he gave numerous examples of his need to defend 
himself . 

SMITH presented Mr, BUGAS with one copy of "The^ross and 
the Flag" far June, 1942 and one copy of "The Cross and the Flag" for Bay, 
1942. He submitted a five-pege typewritten composition entitled "Common Lies 
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About CERA ID L. K, SMITH", which is as follows: 



"Lie Number 1 - His name used to be SCHMIDT. 

"Answer: His name has always been SMITH, and the SMITH side of his 

family are all English. 

"Lie Number 2 - He was run out of the ministry, 

"Answer: He resigns d voluntaril2r e s pastor of one of the largest 

churches in the South. Is now a member in goad standing of 
the Christian Church in Pontiac, Michigan, where he frequently 
fills the pulpit, 

"Lie Number 3 - He is a Democrat, 

"Answer: The S1HTH family have always been Republicans. It is imposs- 

ible to be a Republican in Louisiana, where Mr. SMITH lived 
for a few years, because the Republican Party has not been 
on the Louisiana ticket - except in Presidential elections - 
for more than 25 years. There just is no Republican Party 
in Louisiana, 

"Lie Number 4 - He is discredited. 

"Answer: Among the nany organizations that GERALD L. K. SMITH ha a 

addressed recently are the following: Detroit Advertising 
Club, Executive Club of Chicago, Optimist Club of Detroit, 
Lions Club of Detroit, State Convention of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution of Ohio, State Convention of the 
Chiefs of Police for the state of Michigan (he was introduced 
by Captain DOK LEONARD, now in charge of Home Defense) and, 
literally, scores of other gatherings representing every 
faith end every walk of life. 

"Lie Number 5 - He hates the foreigners. 

"Answer: Both the father end mother of Mrs. SMITH were immigrants who 

came to America from Denmark. He believes that all foreigiers 
who come to America should become, real Americans, and the 
moment they become citizens they should put America first in 
every t nought • 



"Lie Number 6 - CERAID SMITH is rich 
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"Answer: He owns no property. His debts exceed the few little 

personal possessions which he has. If he were to die, the 
only protection his v.dfe would have would be e modest 
insurance policy. 

"Lie Hunber 7 - He is pro-Fascist. 

"Answer: . As chai men at* the Cojnmittee of 1,000,000 he carried to 

Washington a petition bearing 1,000,000 signs tures, asking 
Congress to outlaw Fascism and Naziism. These petitions 
were presented by United States Senator ARTHUR H. VANDENHERG. 

"Lie Number 6 - He is a Communis* r 

"Answer: The same petition which called on Congress to outlaw Fascism 

and Naziism called on Communism, 

"Lie Number 9 - GER/ttD SMITH is unpatriotic. 

"Answer: Ilr. S1£LTH says he is willing to have this question answered 

by Mr. HERMAN LUHRS, State Commander of the American Legion. 

"Lie Number ID- GSRAID SJHTH is a rabbk rouser end a renegade. 

"Answer: Recently, he was invited to address the New York Advertising 

Club by its President, Mr. LOTCELL THOMAS. Do renegades get 
such invitations? 

"Lie Number 11- He gets his money from a mysterious source. 

"Answer: The money used by Mr. SLIITH conges from the contributions of 

his followers, who are all good Americans. Ninety-eight per 
cent of the contributions he has received thus far for his 
campaign has come from people g5.ving $10.00 or less. 

"Lie Number 12- GERALD SMITH is anti-Semitic. 

"Answer: He answers this by saying that if *ny person can find a 

written or public utterance he ha s tvar made against any 
race or any creed, he will retire frim public life. 

"Lie Number 33- His "CHRIST FIRST" slogan is used for political purposes. 

Ho combs i Tom four generations of Christian ministers. For 
him to exalt the name of CHRIST is the most natural thing in 
the world. 

- 7 - 
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"Lie Number 1U- He was a part of the corrupt HUEY ICMG machine, 

"Answer: As a minister of the Gospel, he was invited by Sens tor 

LONG'S family to deliver the funeral oration over his grave* 
The convicted criminals of the so-called HUEY LONG organiz- 
ation now in the penitentiary were all Roosevelt New Dealers. 
They deserted the HUEY LONG organization and went over to the 
New^Deal party. No real HUEY LONG man who was a friend of 
HUEY LONG before his death end after his death has ever been 
convicted of any crime. 

"Lie Kuraber 15- He is against the war effort, 

"Answer: Before Pearl Harbor, 80% of the American people were against 

our entrance into a foreign war. SMITH was one of the 
leaders of this Since Pearl Harbor. 99% of the American 

people have given themselves wholeheartedly to the war effort. 
CERA ID SMITH is one of these. It is his conviction that . 
HITI£R'S beat friends in America ere the boondoggling bureau- 
crats in Washington who wo uld rather keep their New Deal 
political machine together then to win the war. The first 
plank in his platform for the Senate is - "10C# Support for 
the War Effort," 

"Lie Number 16- He is a Silver Shirt. 

"Answer: In 1933, the so-celled ^Silver Shirt' organization was headed 

by VaiXIAV: DUDIKW5IIEY, who called his organization "The 
Christian Militia." SMITH was urged to become a part of this 
movement. He studied it for one month, and in August, 1933, 
in a lengthy letter to FEIIEY he repudiated the whole scheme. 
This letter is now a matter of record. Thus he condemned 
PEU£Y»S organization in 1933. He has not seen FEUEY or had 
any contact with any ag^nt of the PELLEY organization in the 
nine years since he condemned the Silver Shirts. 

"Lie Number 17- He is a lunatic aril an erratic personality, 

"Answer: Recently, he has been invited to address Harvard University, 

the University of Minnesota and the Yale Club of New York 
City. After he hed addressed the Press Club of Yfeshington, 
the most outstanding organization of newspaper men in America, 
Mr. MAR^&ULLIVAI^ , the eminent writer for the New York 
Tribune, said - 'GERAID SMITH is the greatest orator on the 
American platform. He combines the best qualities of WILIXAM 
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JENNINGS BRYAN, BILLY SUNDAY and LA FOLLETTE, the Senior.* 
"Lie Number 18- He is against organized Labor, 

"Answer: He is an honorary member of thirteen Labor unions because 

of his loyal friend ship for organized Labor. He has be- 
I , lisved f cr years that the Communist Party he a conspired to 

j take over organized Labor* Therefore, he has fought 

; ; Communism in government, education and other phases of our 

j, national life. 

"Lie Number 19- He is a Southern •hill-billy 1 . 

"Answer: Wisconsin is his native state* Vlhile pastor of a large 

, Indianapolis church, Mrs. SMITH was taken seriously ill. 
The pine woods atmosphere of northern Louisiana was 
_ prescribed for her recovery. When the SMITHS went South, 

they expected to return North, tfiich they did. The whole 
5UITH family has a background of Northern tradition. Mr. 
SMITH'S grandfather on his mother's side and his uncles on 
his father's side served heroically with the Union army 
during the Civil T/ar. 



"Lie Number 20- He is a pacifist and a slacker. 



I _ . "Answer; ^hen the last war ended, he was 20 years old. Though 

\™ : 4 exempted because he was a theological student, he refused 

VVv : " \ to accept the exemption, enlisted, end was on his way to 

^ ^ Camp Fremont, California, when the war ended. 

; ■ i 

"Lie Number 21- He is living with his seond wife. 

L "Answer: GERAID SMITH has been married but once. His loyal wife 

| ._. ; was EI£AN0R SORENSON. On the 21st of June the SMITHS 

celebrated their Twentieth bedding Addniversary. They 
» have ore son, age IB, and they have aided in the education 

| of five children not their owi. 

► Ji 

"j "Lie Number 22- He is an opportunist. 

"Answer: Although he has spoken before many different kinds of 

■. •■; organizations, representing all phases of opinion, he will 

Hp7$ never accept an invitation from any organization which asks 

him to compromise his convictions. 
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"Lie Number 23- He is a demagogue (a speaker of half truth), 

"Answer: He invites the public to underline one sentence in anything 

he has ever spoksi or written tt&t did not prove to be 
basically sound. To illustrate, when he announced his 
candidacy for the United States Sen? te, he promised tires 
for everybody. This was branded as demagoguery. But a 
few weeks later, the most eminent scientist in America 
announced that with % of our com crop we could produce all 
the rubber America could use, 

"Lie Number 24- He is the head of a secret organization. 

"Answer: No person associated with GERAID SlIITH is bound by secrecy, 

i and he frequently says that any person associated with him 
is free to tell everything he knows about the Committee of 
1,000,000 and his activities. 

"Lie Number 25- He is a hypocrite. 

"Answer: Every person who has ever worked for Mr, SMITH or around 

him will spy that his enthusiasm over Ms convictions is 
just as intense in his personal life at home as when he 
enunciates his beliefs in public." 

SMITH submitted a letter dated March 26, 1942 which he had 
written to Attorney General BIDDLE arguing for freedom of the press, freedom of 
speech, which is as follows: 

"March 26, 1942 

"The Hon. FRANCIS J. BXDDIE 
Attorney General of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

"Dear Mr, B3DDIE: 

"The attached clipping is self-explsna tory. As you 
will observe, Messrs, P3ARS0N and ALLEN pose as semi-official 
spokesmen for you end the President. They serve notice on me in this 
column that you have been ordered by tte President of the United 
States to crack down on GERAID L. K. SMITH, In the first place, I 
don't believe it, I think the story is a fabrication - but the 
purpose of this letter is to interpret briefly the sort of damage that 
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I think such stories do to the present war effort. 

"I am head of an organization with 3,000,000 con- 
stituents in forty-eight states, but mainly in five middle western 
states. It is no secret that I belong to that political faction 
which has, since 1932, been bitterly a nt i-ROOSE VE LT . As you of 1 
oourse know, I was with HUEY LONG when he was shot. I was one of 
several who sat in on the negotiations when very shocking agreements 
were reached between certain Louisiana politicans and certain 
governmental officials. As you know, this negotiation has been fre- 
quently referred to as the "Second Louisiana Purchase". It has now 
become almost an open secret that certain immunities were offered in 
this conference which, in my mind, were positively scandalous and 
un-American. Others who sat In this conference became rich and 
powerful. I was the only ore who refused to go along with the 'deal 1 * 

"This experience, plus many untold facts behind 
the essassination of HUEY LONG, of course embittered me. 

"I spoke to 72,000 people Election Eve, 1936, in 
New Orleans. I spent Election Day in jail - was held incommunicado 
because I had violated an old Napoleonic code ruling, forbidding 
anyone to speak in the open after midnight. I had spoken from 9:00 
to 12:15. During this time I gave these humble people rather e 
detailed description of whet had happened, plus a prophesy of what 
was about to happen. 

"Turning my back upon the corrupt opportunities 
that were offered me in Louisiana, I proceeded, though penniless, 
to build a following which has now been accomplished. I have passed 

Prior to the Pearl Harbor incident, 1 was a collaborator with the 
most respected end prominent isolationists, including NYE, REYNOLDS, 
VJHEELER, 1IND3ERG and others. I attach herewith a copy of the first 
address I made after the Declaration of War. Since Pearl Harbor, I 
have taken as the precedent for my behavior the conduct of those 
British statesmen who feel free to criticize men and policies, while 
at the same time, pledging their loyalty to the war effort. Every 
Gallup Poll, dealing with the subject and the voting record of the 
Congressional dels gat ion within the arcs inf luonc&d by our organiz- 
ation proves that this is the most isolationist area in America, 
while at the same time, we have a rare and healthy type of patriotic 
loyalty. A study of Income Tax collections far this area, Red Cross 
drives, etc. reveals that we ere at the top of the list in promptness 
of payment, volume of sales, etc. 
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"More than 50,000 members of the C.I.O. in Detroit 
are affiliated with my Committee. A survey would demonstrate that 
these people are the consistent workers and the mcst conscientious 
producers in this city* 

«0f course, the Reds are now whooping it up for the 
war, but a study of their factional following will demonstrate that 
their loyalty to the production program has been the most spotted of 
all. I frequently advise my people to give generous cooperation to 
all the humanitarian and civil defense enterprises. In a meeting .of 
one thousand leaders this week I urged everyone of them to become ^ir 
raid wardens. No mother who has ever written to me, expressing the 
•sadness of her heart over the absence of her son, has ever been 
encouraged to be embittered. On the contrary, I have always reminded 
such mothers that it is an honor for them to be able to give a son to 
their country in defense of ths Stars and Stripes, 

"Please remember, Mr. B3DDIE, that I em writing this 
letter because I believe you to be a man of substance and philosophi- 
cally inclined - enough so to be realistic. Yes, I am an irreconcilable 
leader of the Loyal Opposition. I expect to be very active in the 
coming Congressional campaigns. I expect to criticize domestic policies, 
including boondoggling, partisanship in the war effort, and numerous 
other political practices in Washington and elsewhere, with which I 
conscientiously and patriotically disagree. Now, you and your coor- 
dinates have two courses which you can follow. You can follow the 
course which, up until this time, : you apparently have followed in 
dealing with the irreconcilable opposition which, though opposed to 
political policies, is loyal to the war effort. On the^ other hand, 
you can follow the course of the extremists . But, remember, that 
deep in the sub-conscious mind of our people is an overwhelming 
agreement with what we are saying. Even right in the Government in 
Washington I have man clandestine friends who admit that they agree 
with my philosophy; Although I have always conducted myself as a 
patriot and a Christian, perhaps if you hold over me the microscope 
of prejudice and political persecution, you can find soma technicality 
which can wound me, smear me, and eventually imprison me . 

"Should you follow this course, you would find in my 
heart the spirit of the martyr and the sacrificial attitude of the 
crusader. Let me remind you that I have been tested as by fire. The 
same gun that was drawn on HUEY LONG was pointed toward me, and by 
the measure of a split second the killer was killed before he could 
pull the trigger. 
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"As for money and power, every offer that could be 
made to a man has been made to me by the spokesmen for the present 
administration. I presume no man in Washington is more familiar 
with my crusading courage tten Mr. JOSEPH KEENAN, who was the first 
Assistant Attorney General under Mr. CtMIINGS. If, however, your ■ 
natural attitude toward ths 'GERAID SMITHS 1 of America is overruled, 
I shall be only too happy to let my misfortune and pain and loss of 
liberty symbolize and emphasize and personify the fact that something 
serious has happened in America, which only great sacrifice can 
correct. Here is Detroit, the Arsenal of America, the home of three 
nation? lly known isolationists - HENRY FORD, FATHER COUGHLIN and 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. At this writing, it is rather reliably rumored 
that llr, LINDBERGH is coming to live in Detroit. We four have no 
organic connection. I have not talked to FATHER COUGHLIN for nearly 
six years, but the combined following of these four men in this area 
is such thst I believe that any program of persecution thtt might be 
released on any one of us by any agency of the Government wo told 
result in making literally millions of good patriotic Americans sad 
and disillusioned, 

"Early in the war I wrote a letter to the Office of 
Civilian Defense offerinp to do anything that they considered wise 
in helping to interpret the needs of our nation in this terrible 
SV;?^ crisis to my 3|000,000 bitterly isolationist constituents. All I 

ii&Uii received was a form, 

w If I were running this war and knew a political 
^ enemy who had 3,000,000 followers, I would send somebody to see him 

in order that he mi^it be utilized constructively in helping to bring 
"■: about national unity. But, no instead of thrt we get gossip and 

smear and vicarious and direct persecution through the grapevine 
route of such scendal-mongers as PEARSON and ALIEN. 

"Of course, if you a nd your superious want 'rubber- 
stamp' and spineless agreemsnt with everything you do, whether it 
* be right or whether it be wrong, even though it involves political 
racketeers, boondoggling erd Communist propaganda — if you w ant 
\ ttet from me, you are not going to get it. I would rather lose ray 

liberty inside a prison wall, suffering to regain it, than to 
surrender it voluntarily outside e prison wall because I lacked the 
olf-fashioned American courage to fight for it. The words of 
PATRICK HENRY still sound good to me - 'Give me liberty, or give me 
death. 1 

"I have e son, eighteen, ready to accept the cell. 
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Not one thing will be said by me to discourage him from giving 
everything he has to the winning of this war. I don't propose, 
however, to mix ray loyelty to the war effort with a set cf propa- 
ganda schemes now being opportunized on by numerous presumptuous 
individuals who seem to have altogether too ouch influence over our 
national policy. If my son is willing to die in Iceland or on the 
English Channel, that doesn't mean to he that he must swallow the 
"Union Now" propaganda. If it seems to be wise military strategy 
to collaborate with the Russian Army, that doesn't mean that I have 
to be bulldozed by a set of Detroit Reds and Communists who did 
everything they could to paralyze industry while STALIN was in bed 
vdth HITIER, and are now doing everything they can to sabotage 
industrial leadership under the cloak of the war effort* 

"I am sending you under separate cover a copy of 
our new magazine THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, There are many things in - 
this magazine with which you will disagree. In my opinion, there 
is nothing in it disloyal to the war effort. If so, would you 
please point it out to me. The purpose of this letter is not to 
ask any favors of the Attorney General's office. A realistic 
student of national affairs, as I believe you to be, will see in 
this letter a constructive motive - no boot-licking, of course, but 
a sincere appraisal of a state of mind which not only exists in 
America, but exists in large quantities. There are millions of us. 

"Please tell your coordinates and your superiors 
to test us with a cold-blooded bid for our money, our blood, our 
time and our comforts in behalf of ths war effort. Tell them to 
ask us for these things separate from propaganda, political philoso- 
phies, partisan politics and Congressional campaign strategy. Tell 
them to challenge our people to rise and die for America, and con- 
trast our response with the Communistic boot-lickars who are oppor- 
tunizing on the war effort as a chance to wound and paralyze us, 
their worst potential foes. Don't forget that Sergeant YORK was 
opposed t o the last war. Suppose he had been handled like some 
people want my people handed, 

"You may not lite everything in this letter, but 
it will be a long time before you receive one containing mere 
sincerity and genuine patriotism. 

"Yours truly, 



«GUS:U 
mbc 
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SMITH also submitted a press release of his dated 
April 29, 19U2 in which he set forth an open letter to Attorney General BIDDIE 
asking whether WALTER WINCHELL should be allowed to create the impression that 
he is the vanguard voice of the Department of Justice, which is set forth 
below: 



"Press Release, "Detroit,' Michigan 

Committee of 1« COO, 000 April 29. 1942 

Detroit, Michigan Immediate Release 

'• i c£Xkm l. k. sjith rams otm iztter to attorkey general biddIiS 

RELATIVE TO WALTER VtfNCHEIL. 

"Only too happy to appear before any recognized 
agency of the Government," cays SIrflTH, 

"Bela.v is an exact copy of an open letter GERAID L. 
K. S1HTH wrote to the Attorney Genera", of the United States today:. 

"The Hon. FRAECIS J. BIDDIE 
j^t^orney General of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

;, Dear Kr. BIDDIE: 

"On Sunday night, April 26, in his regular weekly 
broadcast, Mr. T7A1TER VTTNCHELL announced that I was to be called 
before a Federal Grand Jury nor/ sitting in Washington, D. C. Mr. 
T7INCHELL said that I was next on the list. He allcwed the ' 
impression to go ovb that I would be questioned concerning the 
Christian magazine 1HE CROSS AM) TIE FLAG, of which I am the editor. 

"On Moiriay, April 27, the Detroit Free Press carried 
a special dispatch from its bureau to the effect that the Department 
of Justice was ouoted as saying that they had no knowledge of any 
plan to call me to Uashington. 

"As you perhaps know, Mr. BIDDIE, I have made myself 
c student of subversive activities for many years, and I welcome 
any and ell opportunities thrt may come to ne to appear before any 
committee or department or agency of the Government seeking to 
benefit by any knowledge that I have at my command concerning these 
enemies of America. 
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"I write this letter, however, for the purpose of 
inquiry. Is it the policy of the Department of Justice, or any of 
its agencies, to give advance information to WALTER WINCHELL and 
other gossip columnists concerning its proposed activities? Do you 
consider it just for the impression to go out over America that Mr. 
t/INCHELL has some sort of en inside track of information concerning 
the proposed activities of your Department? 

"Furthermore, I suggest to you, Mr, BIDDIE, that Mr, 
VJINCHELL and other gossip columnists have aided in the creation of 
the impression that to be celled before a Federal Grand Jury is 
dishonorable* As you and every lawyer in America knows, a Grand 
Jury could not function If it did not have the opportunity to obtain 
information from the innocent end the honorable end the intelligent 
patriotic citizen, as well as the suspected criminals 

W I am not disturbed over any thought of being called 
to Washington by any department of the Government, A thorough 
investigation of my activities will reveal that a list of my 
supporters in Detroit will reed like a duplicate list of contributors 
to ths Community Chest from the top to the bottom, 

"The thing that humiliates me is that a disreputable 
scr.ndelmonger like WALTER TJINCHELL, who has served his journalistic 
apprenticeship in the night clubs of New York, should be allowed to 
create the impression over the radio that he - WALTER WINCHELL - is 
the vanguard voice of the Department of Justice, 

"I, therefore, request of you, Attorney Central BIDDIE, 
that you issue a statement to the netion describing and defining the 
activities of a Federal Grand Jury as it relates to the guilty end 
the innocent, and that you make clear to the people that which we 
already know, namely - that Mr. WALTER VIINCHSLL and his l klan* of 
gossip journalists have no inside track with the Department of Justice, 

"Sincerely, 

"GLXS/U "GERALD L. K. SMITH," 



Also spoke ebout the recent accusation of the City Council 
of Cleveland on the proposed resolution to prevent GERAID L. K, SMITH from 
using the municipal auditorium, SMITH submitted e copy of the speeches which 
he delivered before the City Council of Cleveland on June 2U, 1942 against the 
resolution, which is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field 0ffi.ee,. 



He also submitted the first and second pages of the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer for June 25, 1%2, which contained a description of 
the meeting before the City Council, at which the resolution to forbid SMITH 
from speaking in municipal auditorium was defeated as a result of the oppos- 
ition of "more than a hundred shouting menbers of the United Mothers of 
America and the Committee of 1,000,000 and other supportors of GERAID L. K. 
SMITH". This also is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office. 

S3HTH also s Emitted an undated letter, which he issued 
in connection with his political campaign for the Office of United States 
Sens tor from tho ststo of Michigan and inasmuch as this letter contains some 
statement s ^hich are as radical as anything admitted by SMITH it is reproduced 
herewith: 

"LET IT BE UNDERSTOOD that the writer of this letter, like 
all patriotic Americans, considers that no sacrifice is 
too great in order that the war effort be supported 100$. 
If to win the war requires poverty, bankruptcy, bloodshed, 
of course we are all willing to pay that price. The 

wri f.n.r is « f. f.nmnf. i r\a f.r> h-rintr rnifc "tn this 1 ^t.+.p/r t.hp. 

argument that every time we close an industry or cripple 
an independent enterprise or destroy the profitable 
activities of any group of our citizens, it must be done 
with th= thought in mind that rulings effecting these 
conditions ere to be only temporary. If I go to the 
United States Senate, I propose to fight for all provisions 
which will restore our American way of life and protect 
independent enterprise after the war. The reader of this 
letter surely knows that a certain Communistic clique in 
Washington is attempting to make all these programs of 
wartime regimentation permanent, 

"Ity dear friend: 

"This is a long but interesting letter from GERAID 

L. K. SMITH. 

"I wonder if you con see the handwriting on the wall. 
Inasmuch as you are an intelligent businessman, I am confident that 
you can. Ve are faced with a danger in this country of complete 
regimentation - not the ordinary and justifiable wart ime Reg im entation, 
but a form of bureaucratic regimentation vhich is a sort of a cross 
between Fascism and Communism. 

"EARL 3R0WDER has just been released from the Federal 
Penitentiary. This No. i Communist has been attempting to overt nrow 

- 17 - 



roit file 62-1026) 



our go vernuE nt for twenty-five years. His agants here in Detroit 
have so thoroughly sabotaged industry in the past, and are so 
infiltrated into our industry at this very moment, th?t if HITER 
and ST/jLIN should happen to make up again — I doubt seriously if 
many of Detroit's important industries could operate. You' will 
recall when EAKL BROWDERwas sentenced to the penitentiary, the 
Communist party was cooperating with HITIER; and their outstanding 
stooges - like the alien Red, HARRY BRIDGES - were doing all they 
could to paralyze shipping and manufacturing, 

"Well- info rmed observers tell me that a Communis t ica Hy- 
inclined brain trust operating in Washington is determined to take 
advantage of the war emergency to produce a form of regimentation 
which cannot be discontinued after the war is ever* These bureau- 
crats, influenced by Communists, who in some instances are Communists 
themselves, are determined to destroy the entire profit system. 

"A Communist revolution rests on three basic principles: 

1. Destroy the profit system, 

2. Transfer management from ownership to labor, 

3. Liquidate the middle class by (a) encouraging the monopolies 
which can easily be taken over by the Government, and (b) 
putting the little manufacturer, the middle man and the little 
businessman out of business through Federal rulings, red tape 
and priorities, 

"All over Michigan, antf Michigan is no different from 
any other state in the Union, little independent manufacturers and 
businessmen are being ruthlessly destroyed without any provision 
being made for their protection, without any insurance being pro- 
vided against their complete bankruptcy *nd destruction. The 
priority rulings alone will bankrupt 17,000 middle-class businessmen 
in the Detroit area within the next twelve months, 

"Michigan's second largest industry, the tourist trade, 
will very likely be destroyed this summer by the exercise of priorities 
and rationing rules, 

"Michigan's first largest industry - the manufacture 
of automobiles - has already been destroyed, She larges automobile 
factory in the world, The Ford Motor Company, h*.e but one customer - 
the Government , 

"Hundreds of thousands of tire dealers are being 



I"* - ". ; ."1 
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driven into the breadline, 

"Thousands upon thousands of automobile dealers, who 
usually help make up the backbone of the American main street, are 
standing with their becks to the wall. Dealers and brilliant sales- 
men- who have spent a lifetime qualifying themselves for their pert 
in these constructive enterprises, are being driven into a thread- 
bare existence. 

"Little storekeepers and independent merchants, who 
cannot afford to take frequent inventories and who haven't the 
money to buy roundtrip tickets to Washington and who cannot retain 
expensive lawyers, are falling lite corn stalks before a blight. 

"Yes , I am aware that these emerge cies and these 
aire circumstances have been brought on by the war emergency c 
Every patriotic American is prepared to make any sacrifice necessary 
to victory. But, you will observe ttet special provisions are being 
made for the organized pressure groups, vhich have always been 
favored by the New Deal politicians. These organized pressure 
groups have arranged vf it h the politicians to underwrite any calamity 
that they might face - but , the thousands of littla businessmen, who 
are being driven into the breadline, have been forgotten by the New 
Deal politicians and are being driven to the wall and liquidated to 
the complete satisfaction of the Reds and the Communists. 



"TJhat's to become of c littlfc manufacturer with a 
ceiling on the prices of his merchandise end no limit on the wages 
he must T»v? The answer is simole. 



"The bureaucratic tyrants who have no more patriotism 
then a lease are all set to snsar any courageous fighter like myself 
as a defe?tist, a pro-Nazi, a breeder of disunity. 

"A new class of poverty-stricken individus Is is being 
developed. They arc the old-time substantial, independent, middle- 
clsss Americans. 

"A new cla ss of rich and powerful is being developed 
in America. They are the bureaucrats, the political racketeers 
and the petted and favored 'fat cats', who are bootlegging their 
way to wealth with the cooperation of corrupt politicians. 



are 



"It is really dangerous to fight these people, 
ruthl&ss, desperate, unscrupulous end without mercy, 
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"Tea, I am running for the United States Senate, but 
I never dreamed five years ego, cr even one year ago, that I mould 
do it. In fact, I vowed I would never run for any office. Ifor life 
has been colorful and dangerous. I have fought without fear, 
through the jreers, a crusading fight against the most dangerous 
criminals of this century. I have been an enemy of New Deal commun- 
ism from its very inception. In the face of gun squads^ killers, 
political smear artists, I exposed the attempt nEde by the Communist 
Party to seize control of the greet industrial labor movement. I 
have had a bad press. I have been smeared, lied about, ridiculed. 
I have been branded as e demagogue, on opportunist, a leader of the 
lunatic fringe. Even certain so-called intelligent people, who 
should know better, have allowed themselves to believe these lies 
that have been invented to destroy not only myself, but the profit 
system, independent enterprise and ths American way of life. 

• "I searched the entire state of Michigan for a man of 

character and courage, whom I could support far the United States 
Senate. There are many gsod men in the state who are qualified for 
this high office, whose background is conventional and polite and 
unspotted by smear, unfavorable publicity or false accusations. 

"But a conventional citizen refuses to seek office. 
He knows what I know - the t the moment he begins to attack EARL 
BROTJDER, the boondogglers, the bureaucratic Reds, the New Deal 
profiteers - he will be smeared. The politicians in power will 
go back over his life to the day of his birth and they will 
resurrect every little mistake he has ever made. They will attempt 
to find in his life or in his business conduct some minor infraction 
or law violation on which they can opportunize. Most of these good 
solid men with conventional backgrounds have wives and families 
who dread the thought of having to face their neighbors and friends 
who may, in some instances, believe these vicious, bureaucratic, 
smear artists. 

"As far as I am concerned, I have scars all over my 
body. I have been accused falsely of every crime in the calendar. 
I have a lovely Christian wife who has adjusted herself philosophi- 
cally to ths terrible things thst are said about men who fight the 
fi^it as do I. 

"A survey reveals ttet I have ths largest independent 
following of any plain citizen in America. In my files .are the 
origins 1 signatures of 610,000 Michigan citizens. Frankly, I don't 
think an ordinary, inexperienced, good citizen can stand up under 
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the fl^ht that must be fou#it if we ere to dethrone these New Deal 
bureaucrats and these communis tic ally inclined regiment ers. It 
requires a man who is tough and fearless and, to use the vernacular, 
'who can take it 1 , 

"Question your friends, not in the presence of a 
third party - question your friends one at a time and you will be 
surprised to find the number that agree with me on most matters. 

T 1 J 1 .11 _ A 1 J* 1 _ _1 lUnr nvtn. Ka-Sm** 
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indulged in, but I give you here just one little one as a sample. 
You wonder why so many Southern congressmen seem to be 'rubber 
stamps 1 , Have you made a study of the appropriations of money 
that have been made for Soithern fanners? I cell your attention to 
the state of Mississippi. I have made a study .of the money that 
has gone to farmers in the form of bonuses for not raising cotton, 
while 10 farmers in Michigan received mere than $1000 last year 
for not producing crops, end while the Michigan -farmers received 
yi of their income from the Government — the farmers of Mississippi 
received 2% of their income from the Government and 2,095 
Mississippi fanners received mare than $1000 each; many of them 
$5000; others $10,000; and others received as high as $60,000 per 
farm for not raising cotton. 

"Is it treason for me to suggest that Michigan 
businessmen ere being put out of business by a taxation program 
which subsidizes such lunacy in government? 

"More disgraceful even then the amount of money donated 
to certain farmers for not producing crops is the fact that in 
certain counties the Agriculture Department has spent as high as 
52& of the subsidy for distribution costs. In one county it cost 
the government $4000 to distribute $7630. In several counties the 
distribution cost was 40% and in many counties it was 33$. Imagine 
$7630 being appropriated for the little farmers in a county - with 
$4000 going to the political jobholders end only $3630 going to the 
farmers. (For confirmations of these statements concerning agri- 
culture waste, see the Congressional Record for May 14, page 4333, 
and the Congressional Record for May 12 and 13.) 

"Yes, I»m behind the rationing program 100%, but 
ri^it this minute farmers ere being paid $40.00 per acre not to 
produce sugar and, while your vdfe is asked to clip the cuffs off 
your pants, Mississippi farmers and millions of other fanners are 
being paid millions of dollars not to produce cotton. 
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"In the days that ere ehead, you will hear many 
vicious things about me, but suppose you resigned your job and I 
•would withdraw from the Senate race and you would announce thrt~ 
you were going to expose the things I have referred to in this 
letter - what do you think would happen to your reputation in about 
six weeks, and maybe in about six days? This New Deal house- 
wrecking crew, these political torture-chamber boys would start 
on you. They would send out reports concerning your behavior end 
your past conduit, which would very liltly bring tears to the eyes 
of your loved cnes and apprehension to the hearts of your neighbors, 

"This war broke out just as the Red revolutionists 
were beginning to get their teeth ir±6 our flesh, end they are 
determined that instead of slowing down because of the war, that 
they are going to make a revolutionary cleanup right, during the 
war - and thsy stand a good chance of accomplishing their aim. If 
you have been a consistent listener to me over the radio, you may 
have heard me say a few things with which you (disagreed, but you 
know very well that my radio addresses have been sound and logical 
and I have been right on practically every major issue - so much 
so, that the senior member of the Michigan delegation in Congress, 
Mr. ROY ^ODRUFF, has praised me an the floor of the lower house, 
and the senita* senator from Michigan, ARTHUR VANDENBSRG, has 
praised me on the upper floor of Congress. 

*The person who is against he b?.s doubtless thrown 
this letter into the waste basket long before he came to this 
paragraph. My reason for sending this letter to you is to tell 
you how you can help me if you believe it is important to put a 
fearless, fighting men in the United States Senate. I'm going to 
conduct my campaign In three sections: 

1. The period of petition circulation. 

2. The Primary cempaign. 

3. The General Election. 

"If you would lite to give me money with which to 
meet some cf these expenses, here's what it will be used for: 

1. The expense of visiting many communities in Michigan. 

2. The purchase of radio time. 

3. The mailing out and the collecting in of petitions. 

4. Inasmuch as most of the newspapers will not have the 
courage to print many of the things that I shall eay, 
it will be necessary to mail out circulars which deal 
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with the burning issues of this hour. 

"Attached herewith is a coupon which provides for 
those ?ho desire to mail in a contribution at once. Others may- 
want to contribute e certain amount of cash immediately and so 
much a month during the campaign. The attached coupon provides 
fcr these contributes. Others may want to send in an anonymous 
contribution. 

"It is understood that a contribution to my campaign 
in no way obligates me, if elected, to the giver of the contribution. 
I shall fight for the principles enunciated in this letter and 
which I shall enunciate over the radio station WJR every Sunday night 
at 7:15. 
> 

"If you think there is substance in this letter, 
read it again — and if you care to, I would appreciate a letter 
from you commenting on the ideas suggested in this letter. I would 
also be pleased if you would pass this letter on to a friend after 
you have read it* 

"Sincerely yours, 
"GLKS/U "GERAID L. K. SMITH." 



-SMITH also submitted a copy of page one of Chicago Daily 
Tribune dated May 21, 1942 giving the expose' of the plot to ruin Senator 
DAVID I. WALSH. This is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field 
Office, 

SMITH also submitted a copy of the Daily Worker for 
June 30, 1942 on the first page of which an article entitled "Execute Them. 1 " 
appears, which alludes to the eight Nazi saboteurs who arrived in the United 
States during June 1942 and then says, "There are propagandists and 6chemers 
in American political life whose ides are not much different from those of 
the Bund, In fact, the Bund has applauded their speeches and policies. 
COUGH LIN is cue of these. MARTIN DIES is en other. SENATOR .RE YNOIDS, chairman 
of the Senate jaiitary Affairs Committee is still another. GERAID L. K. SMITH 
is another. There are many more. Their names are no secret." The article ■- 
then concludes, "These eight particular Nazi killers have been caught. There 
must be m?. ny uncaught . An example must be made. Let the Army handle these 
gents in double-quick order." SMITH pointed out that this article is a clear 
case of the Communists inciting people to murder him and other persons therein. 



f , A- 
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This copy of the Daily Worker is beirg retained in the files of the Detroit 
•Field Office. 

SMITH Ifl^y^^g^d^^hj^^eand to his Secretary U *7 ^/ 
| according to J K that his interview if) 

with the Federal Bureau of Invest!^ tion was thoroughly satisfactory and he »^ 
got the impression that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was going to 

A. A. I. £ _ J i. 1.1 JIAHMh MAM H «U 4 A U~ *4 w»4 4« wvwi^Awa 4" Q WW 

that they were not out to hurt SMITH at all. 



As soon as SMITH read in the newspaper on July 10, 1942 
ttet he was being linked with the Chicago Grand Jury Investigation of Sedition 
in the- midwest, he t ele phonic al ly a dvised JOHN S. BUGAS, Special Agent in 
Charge, that this might be a culmination of the conspiracy of his enemies* to 
smear his reputation. SMITH advised Mr. BUG AS that there was no truth to his 
alleged affiliation with WILLIAM DID LEY PELIEY but he feared that it might be 
used by hateful people desiring revenge s SMITH ejmlainad to Mr ft BUGAS that 
PELLEy" wanted to^see HUEY L0NG°in 1933 and SMITH interviewed him and manifested 
an interest long enough to find out what PELIEY had in mind and then wrote a 
letter repudiating FELLEY'S organization. 

In accordance with an arrangement, previously reported, 
with radio station WJR, the following copies of GERALD L. K. SMITH'S radio 
broadcasts for Jure 21, 28, July 5, 12, 1942 are set forth. 



" SUNDAY. June 21, 1942 

"Thanks to the sacrificial support of my faithful and 
loyal friends - I am still on this radio. This is my 212th broadcast* 

; t* "-' T w? cVi T cnnTH w»1 Ir ^ nf r> f.ht» hnmp. nf evprw nn <=> nf mxr minnftrferfi til 1 

over America, speak to you personally arc thank you for your prayerful 
and devoted support. 

"The vicious determination of my eremies to completely 
destroy me is amazing. Most of my opposition can be traced to my 
consistent and fearless attack on Nazi-Comiwinism and the vile enemies 
within our gates. I am one of a very few men *ho has had the courage 
'■ . | in the face of every known type of threat to name and describe these 

- seroents who have coiled themselves within th boscm of ■ America. 

"Fascist-^ninded bureaucrats in Washington, Communis- 
tic ally-inclined political jobholders, old-time racketeering machine 
politicians shudder at the very thought of my being in the United 
States Senate. 

- 24 - 
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"If we old-fashioned, Christian Americans don*t get 
busy and put more men in the United States Congress who fear God and 
fear no man — our nation will be doomed to regimentation, bureau- 
cratic tyranny and one-party dictatorship. The great two-party 
systan in America must be tept alive. The Loyal Opposition is the 
only check and balance that American people have. It is the only 
protection they have against one-party tyranny. 

"Until this week I was curious to know what instru- 
ment my enemies would use, through which to strike. ■TUnio 1 , said,I, 
t7 Jill they pick as the stooge through which to operate in their 
attempt to assassinate my character, menace this crusade for real 
Americanism which I lead? 1 Well, they have evidently chosen for 
that purpose a professor, yes, a professor, one JOHN S^ASHSFKERD , 
now being paid oii, of the taxpayers 1 money to teach in the University 
of K-ichigrn. Vlho is Professor JOHN S. SHEPHERD? He is the. an n who 
was exposed before the Dies Committee as encouraging and cooperating 
wit h t he mo st ra di ca 1 e It men t s a nd Commun is t ic a lly-inc line d e lenient s 
in Michigan, as well as in America. YJho is Professor JOHN S. 
SHEPHERD of the University of Michigan? He is tte gentleman who 
attended a Communist-front rally in a Detroit Hotel some months agD 
and recommended that the pi±>lic schools of Detroit be opened to the 

"i n Vi A r\ & r\rrw r \ \-mt\A 0 m n yntA 4* r\ r\TTm 111*1 A o4" l*w\ 1 oe 

bec <J x kj v^uui UIIX.01U c i^i \j \j uuiu;iuii^iju a ci * 

"Professor SHEPHERDS comrade in his program of 
character assassination, in perfect harmony with the Communist party, 
is one HAROID P. MARIE Y of Ann Arbor, Michigan. I am infomed that 
Kr. JIARIEY is a Unitarian preacher. Now, that sounds pretty good, 
doesn't it? A university professor and a Unitarian preacher - but, 
ladies and gentlemen, it doesn't sound so good when I tell you that 
these two gentlemen for months and months have been addressing rallies 

set ud bv the Communist Dartv or their stooees for the ouroose of 

- - - - - 4 - -„--.- t v w 4i 

seeking the release of EARL BR017DER, the No. 1 Red, for the Federal 
Penitenti ary. 

"VJhat does Professor SHEPHERD want to do to mo? Hell, 

t •_ A 1 _ . t *> • 1 i-» jy nirpnirpTini o — j_ j 1 i j 

nerc is answer. ± 1 ma rroiessor on&rnuiuj'Q ;ianfc et.x,ac;iieii l.o a 

circular which reads as follows: ! A prison cell - not ti Senate seat - 
is the place for GERAID L. K. aiITH. ! T 7ell, ladies and gentlemen, no 
man on earth is above accusation, but I say to you, my vicious 
political enemies, if you are go ing to attack me before the American 
people, you'll have to do better thr.n this. Let the r.ttacks that are 
leveled against GERALD L. K. SMITH be leveled by Christian patriots - 
real Americans. 
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"I'm vroud of my enemies, I f jn proud to be attacked 
by such nen as H/JIOIDyK.RIEY, STANIEtSOTAK and Professor JOHN SHEPHERD, 
who have been cooperative, obedient stooges for the Communist party, 
lo - these many years, 

"Yes, I know what you Reds had planned. You thought 
that because we were military allies with Russia you could abuse this 
circumstance by ramming the red hot poker of Comnunism down our throats 
and brand as treason any attack on Red, Conmunistic atheism. But the 
Attorney General of the United States, the Hon, FRANCIS J. BIDDIE, 
took the wind out of your sails when he ruled that Communism is a crime. 
In this ruling Mr, BIDDLE called for the deportation of the alien 
Communist, HARRY BRIDGES, and this is whet the Attorney General said: 

f The Conmunist party of the United States, a section 
of the ' so-called •Third Interna ti onal' , was founded in 1919; find, 
after its name was changed several times, finally became 'The Communist 
Party cf the U; S. A,* in 1929, The Third International advocated the 
class struggle, which was described as entering the phase of civil war 
In America, Illegal methods were also advocated, where necessary, to 
carry on its work; systematic agitation in the Army; the renouncing 
of patriotism; and the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism. The 
American 'section* adopted a program declaring: 'The Communist party 
will systematically and persistently propagate the idea of the 
inevitability of and necessity for violent revolution and will prepare 
the workers for armed insurrection as the only means of overthrowing 
the capitalist state,' The Communist party teaches the violent 
overthrow of existing governments, including the United States,,, .The 
Conmunist party, . ,,advoc at es and teaches the overthrow, by force and 
violence, of the Government of the United States,' 

"There you have it, Professor SHEPHERD, You and your 
Communist friends sought the release of EARL BRCWDER. You and your 
friends helped to set up a rally in Detroit addressed by EARL BROWDER'S 
brother two days before his rclase. Now you join in this attempt to 
assassinate my character and impugn my patriotism and slander and 
scandalize the 3 #000 ,000 constituents of this crusade, 

"Well, Professor SHEPHERD, you erri your friends have 
been encouraging Communism on the campus cf the University of Michigan 
— you know that you and this preacher MARIEY have been a thorn in 
the f Ifcsh of Prea»>RUTHVEN of the University of Michigan, You have 
caused this great institution of learning no end of embarrassment 
because of your deterndm tion to encourage propaganda among our sons 

- 26 . 
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and daughters. Then you came out witha program to release EARL 
EROWDER the No. 1 Conmunist in America, who is a part of the very 
movement which the Attorney General says is a scheme to over-throw 
the United States Government by force. But you put your name to a 
petition to lock CERALD L. K. SMITH in a prison cell. 

"TfeU, Professor SHEPHERD, I don't blame the 
University cf Michigan for you, and I don ! t hold that great educa- 
tional statesman, President RUTHVEN, responsible for your behavior. 

"But I'll tell you what I think of the Christian 
people of America and the Christian people of Michigan — they are 
going to want to send to the United States Senate the very nan that 
you would like to-send to Atlanta Penitentiary* And 1*11 say some- 
thing else to you, Professor JOHN SHEPHERD, I*d rather go to Atlanta 
Penitentiary that, to the United States Senate if I had to compromise 
with the God-hating, church-burning Communism of your subversive 
associates. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, now do you realize the burdens 
I have to carry? Now are you av:are of the atheistic crosses on 
which the enemies of America are attempting to crucify me? But 
suppose I tell you that your prayers are being answered, that victory 
is in si^it, that thousands of names are coming in signed to my 
petitions - the petitions which are necessary to put my nans on the 
ballot for the United States Senate. 

"Nov; you who are my lukewarm friends or my enemies, 
you might just as well turn off the radio now because I am going to 
talk to my very close and admiring friends. I cannot fight these 
racketeers, these Reds, these bureaucrats and these character 
assassins alone. I must have your help, I repeat, I must have your 
help. 

"Now you people who do not live in Michigan. Write 
to me immediately and I will tell you how you can help me. You 
people vho live in Michigan, if you have one of my blank petitions 
filled or partly filled, have it signed by e notary public and rash 
it to me imrae diately., I beg of you - please den't delay, send your 
petitions in immediately, 

"If you are my friend and you don't have a petition, 
please write f cr one or as many as you desire and I will rush these . 
petitions to you* 
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"I an a poor nan - I am a persecuted man - I am 
abused. Character assassins and conspiring anoopers are working on 
me every hour of the day - but I an your voice - I an the voice of 
the little farmer, I am the voice of the worter, I am the voice of 
the independent businessman, I an the voice of those who believe in 
the American way of life. I speak for the speechless - I fight for 
the weak. I would rather die fa* the right than compromise with the 
wrong. 

"You can expect anything to happen to me, anything. 
But be assured that I have made my peace with God, I fear no man - 
not even the Devil.. And I love that glorious slogan of this crusade 
» CHRIST FIRST IN AMERICA ' and 'AMERICA FIRST IN WAR AND PEACE'. 

"Now, what should I say to you, my good friends, to 
tell you how doubly important it is for you to not postpone sending 
in these nomination petitions, whether you have 5 names or 500 
names, please send them in imnedi. ately. You know my address - 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street address is 
necessary. I repeat - address GERAID L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. 
No street address is necessary. 

"Don ! t forget that es long as I can afford to buy the 
time, I will be on this radio at this same time every Sunday. 

"God bless you. God bless and save America, 

"AN INSERTS 

"The sensational fact is, ladies end gentlemen, that 
Professor JOHN S. SHEPHERD of the University of Michigan is how - 
this very minute - the head of an organization which was originaJ.ijr 
formed for the purpose of getting the Communist party on the 
Michigan ballot." 

******* 

" SUNDAY" , June 28 . 1%2 

"I am a crusading candidate for the United States 
Senate, but in spite of this fact I have been approached in the .past 
week by political horse traders with suggestions that I must go easy 
on this and go easy on that or I may lose a few votes here or there* 
Tell, let me say a word to my good friends who have trusted m 
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through the years. I wouldn't trade off one of ray deep convictions 
for one million votes if they could be delivered by parcel post. 
One sirh political horse trader said to me, ! Mr. SMITH, do jdu think 
it's good policy to hold on to that phrase 'CHRIST First in America? 1 
My answer to him was this — It is my deep conviction that Christless 
atheism was the thing that destroyed France. I said to this man - 
there would have been no HITIER in Germany if CHRIST had been pat 
first in the hearts of the people » And, said I further, ths vholte 
foundation of Communism itself rests on atheism and the denial of 
CHRIST. 

"Now I warn my friends that frott now on you a re going 
to begin to read in the newspapers and see circulated on the streets 
and through the mails ell sorts of peculiar things about me. The 
enemies of America ere panic stricken over the idea that my camps igi 
for the United States Senate is developing so dynamically. 

"One good friend in the country wrote me -a letter the 
other day and reported some terrible lie that had been told about me. 
In reporting this evil tale, my good friend used these words - 'I 
hope it won't make you feel bad, Mr. SMITH, for me to report this to 
you,' Of course, it didn't make me feel bad, end now I'm going to 
make a suggestion to my good friends. 

"Follow me very carefully. No matter what anybody 
says about GERAID L. K. SMITH do not allow it to bother you and do 
not permit it to embarrass or anger you. Just sit right down and 
write me a letter, describing the accusation, end I will answer your 
letter very carefully and in detail. Not only that - whenever some 
individual says ugly things about me, take his name and address and 
I will write him a letter cr I will send you the material that you 
can give to him. Just remember this - I am afraid of no man, not 
even the Devil, end I fear only God Almighty. 

"Now, whenever you read anything in a nevrspaper 
against me, cut out the article, msil it to me and give me the 
name of tte paper. If the accusation is serious, I shall either 
answer it over the radio, naming the paper, or I shall answer in 
a direct letter to the paper. Then I shall send you a copy of my 
answer. If you have a newspaper in your community that insists 
on saving ugly things about me, don't hesitate to write than c, 
letter and remind them that perhaps many of my friends, as well as 
my enemies, are subscribers to their paper. 
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"Now, remember, no matter what problfim or question 
is raised concerning me and no matter how poor or humble you may 
be, yon write m a letter and I will answer it the same as i** you 
were the richest man in America, because I am the defender oT the 
weak and I am the voice of the voiceless. The first plank ir my 
platform :.s 3.00? LOYALTY TO THE WAR EFFORT. But to be loyal to the 
war effort is not to be a political rubber stamp, The Preside 
of ths United States dossn^ need any more rubber stamps in 
Washington - he has too many already. VJhen a nation faces a crisis, 
the head of the government does not need to be surrounded by 'las 1 
men. He needs patriotic but independent thinkers. 

"Just obser/e what these rubber stamping buitaacrats 
have done tc the rubber tire situation. They cane oufc with a big 
story that W3 ! d have no tires or ve-caps until after the war. That 
we're going to have to tale thirty million cars off ths highway. 
This would bankrupt tre tire dealers, it would bankrupt o 11 the 
garages. Itirould bankrupt all the filling stations and all the 
supply houses. And here in Michigan, it would bankrupt every 
little tourist camp and overy little hotel keeper and destroy the 
Crorit tourist industry ir. Michigan* 

"Then about ^.his time I came out far the United 
otates Senate* I announced *Jxt I was 10056 behind the war effort. 
Second place, that I believe in free speech and free press for all 
Scod Americans, including FATHER CHAS. E f COUGHLIN. And, third, I 
announced that I believed that ;*hile we ! ro sending billions end 
billions and billions of dollar^ across the ocean to China, Russia 
and Great Britain as a part of our honorable agreement, we must not 
ferret the boys in the armed service. And so I promise, if elected 
to the United States Senate, to f itjit for #100.00 per month for 
every soldier, sailor and marine. 

"I promised, to see to it that the old people get 
a square deal under the Townsend Plan, 

"1 went on and outlined ther principles., including 
*:he seven principles on which this, the crusade of the Committee of 
1,000,000 is founded. 

"Then, as a final punch to m- platform, 1 ill tod up 
this slogan 'Tires far Everybody.* — if I go to the Senate, 

"Well, the boondogglers and the bureaucrats had 
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themselves so badly worked up that they wanted everybody to think 
that it was treason and sedition to talk about having tires. We 
Americans were supposed to just lie dowi and be quiet about this 
tire business, because the Japs had taken the rubber plantations 
away f ran the Dutch and the British. 

"Before I used those words, * Tires f cr Everybody 1 , 
I consulted some cf the most scientific experts in America, and 
I knew what I was talking about. But someone said f Yes, Mr. SMITH, 
but how can one man in the United States Senate get tires for 
everybody? 1 I 1 H tell you how I can get tires far everybody. The 
first thing I will do is to get up on the floor of the Senate and 
make about a ten-hour speech, end when I get through exposing the 
monopolies and the bureaucrats and the racketeers that have been 
working on this tire business - there won't bo a bureaucrat > a 
Senator or a Congressman that will have the courage to defend them. 

"To illustrate my point, here cones Dr. \f 4 J* HAIE, 
former instructor of Chemistry at the University of Michigan, now 
the expert chemical consultant of the great Dow Chemical Company, 
a man whose judgement on things scientific is always respected. 
Dr. HALE says, as quoted in the Detroit News f ran June 25 - n /7ithin 
one year we can have all the rubber we need, if givenone hundred 
million dollars, the men and tte priorities. And we can produce 
it at fifteen cents per pound. And with 150 million bushels of 
corn we can produce all the rubber we can use. 1 

"But what does Dr. HALE reveal? He reveals that 
this bureaucracy in Washington has already donated to the oil 
trust five hundred million dollars with which to make synthetic 
rubber. But it has produced practically no rubber in its first 
year. Indies and gentlemen* what's going on here? Could it be 
that the oil trust is trying to prevent the honest scientific 
chemists from teaching America how to make rubber out of farm 
products? 

"At any rate, this rubber situation is just a 
sample of the bureaucratic bungling that must stop if we ere to 
save America and if we are to win the war. 

"Now, just a word to you small businessmen. One 
hundred thousand manufacturers, little manufacturers, a re in 
danger of going to the wall this yuar. Experts say that at least 
75,000 will go broke on account of the war emergency. The figures 
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say that on account of price ceilings, priorities, and so forth, 
17 thousand little businessman in the Detroit area alone will go 
broke between now and Christmas* 

"Who's fighting for you little businessmen in the 
United States Senate? 

"Some of you businessmen think that GERAID SMITH 
it too common for you and you say to sane of your stuffed shirt 
associates »0h, we can't afford to have GERAID SMITH as the 
Republican nominee f or tte United States Senate, 1 But, let me tell 
you something. If we had about 50 GERALD SMITHS in the United 
States Senate right now instead of these 'yes* men and rubber 
stamps, you wouldn't have to worry about the American way of life 
and there wouldn't be one hundred thousand little businessmen on 
their way to the bone yard today, 

"If we don't get somebody up to Washington pretty 
quickly that's got enough old-fashioned courage to defend the 
American way of life - this nation of ours is going to be wrapped 
up in a dictatorial bureaucracy that won't end when the war ends. 
And instead of a return to the normal way of life after the war is 
over, we'll enter into a ruthless bureaucratic dictatorship. 



"My enemies will tell you that I am against organized 
labor. That's a lie, I have been made thru the years a honorary 
member of 13 different labor unions on account of my loyalty to the 
\ .... working men, the only labor leaders that are against GERAID SMITH 

; are the ones thftt are far Communism, Don't forget I said that. 



*Now, what am I to do about you good people who have 
blank petitions right there in your home and who haven't sent them 
in? Well, all I can say is that I'm too poor to hire anybody to 
come around and knock on your door and esk you to send the petitions 
in. You plain, common people who live back on the rural routes and 
out in the little towns, up in the woods and on the busy streets of 
our great cities - if you workers and little businessmen and 
farmers don't circulate my petitions and send them in, I have no 
other way to get it done. 



"Now, won't you please get your petition ready right 
j""" - *- away. The one who signs the petition as the circulator, must be 

^ a registered voter and you must have your petition signed by a 

notary. 
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"Yes, I an encouraged. The nanes ere coming in by 
the thousands, but I want from two to three times as many names as 
is legally required so there's no chance of my enemies keeping my 
name off the ballot. 

"If you haven 1 1 a petition and you are willing to 
circulate petitions for my nomination to the Senate, write to me 
immediately and 1*11 rush the petitions to you. If you want more 
blank petitions, don't hesitate to write saying so. 

"Now, a word to my very true and loyal f riends u 
Get out that petition, circulate it, have it notarized and send 
it in just as quickly es possible. If you stand with me, I'll win, 
but your failure to send in one petition might cause me to be 
defeated. 

"And to my beloved listeners all over America - 
don't hesitate to write me about anything and I will write you a 
nice letter a ns we ring all of your questions. No matter where you 
live or who you are or how poor you are, whether you are black or 
white, old or young, remember that (ERA ID L. K. &IITH is your 
fighting friend art you can write me a letter and I will answer it 
personally. You don't even need to remember a street address. 
Just write me, GERAU) L. K, SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street 
address is necessary, 

"God bless you. God bless and save America." 
****** 

" SUNDAY, July 5. 1%2 

"A man can be judged by his enemies, as well as his 
friends. Beware of the man with no enemies. The apple tree with 
clubs under it is the fruit-bearing tree. 

"As this crusading campaign for the United States • 
Senate proceeds, study my enemies. Get their names and addresses', 
find out whet their tie-up is end where they get their money. The 
more you learn about my enemies, the more you will respect me and 
the cause for which I stand. 

"Who are the enemies of GERAID L. K. SMITH? 

"1. The Axis. No one hates mc worse than the Nazis 
and the Fascists who, before Pearl Harbor, attempted unsuccessfully 
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unsuccessfully to appropriate our natural love of peace to their 
own selfish ends. Remember that we of the Committee of 1,000,000 
submitted a petition bearing more than one million names calling 
on Congress to outlaw everything that looks and smells like 
Fascism and Naziisn. 

M 2. I am hat eel by the Fascist-minded bureaucrat?.. 

"3. I am to be fought by the one-party propagandists 
who are conspiring to destroy the two-party system and the legislative 
branch of our government. If the tine ever ccmes, ladies and gentle- 
men, when we have a one-party propagandists who are cor.spirin^ t o 
destroy the t v/o-party s ystem and the legislative branch of our 
government. If the time ever comes, ladies and gentlemen, when we 
have a one -party system, so that the ruling party can do anything 
it wants to do without te ving a second party to watch its behavior, 
then you can kiss your Republic goodbye. The America of Washington 
and Lincoln will then be dead. 

"4. I am to be fought by the boondogglers who would 
rather lose the war than to lose their political jobs. 

"5. The Internationalists who would surrender cur 
national sovereignty in order to set up a world government which 
would put the Stars and Strips second to some imperialistic flag, 
representing an international government which would compromise our 
sovereignty. Perhaps no outfit in America hates me worse than 
these international conspirators.; 

"6. The racketeers and the profiteers are fighting 
me, those who think only of themselves and would even prolong the 
war if by so doing they thou^it they could use the blood of our 
sons to their own profit. This war must be fou^it to a victorious 
finish, but we must put a stop to this profiteering on blood, 

"7. Then there is the reprisal gang. These ore the 
people who attempt to use the departments of government to destroy 
and persecute political opposition. We have recently had a striking 
example of this right here in liichigan. I shall discuss it in 
detail at some future time. 

n 8. The Communists, of course, the Communists hate 
me with a murderous hate. I hold in my hand an article which 
appeared in the Daily r 7orker, the official Communist paper, for 
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July 1. The glaring headline et the head of the article reads - 
•Execute theml Execute theml' And in this article prominently 
displayed they list the neraes of FATHER CHAS. £ . COUGHLIN, Con- 
gressman MARTIN DIES, Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS and GERALD L. K. 
SMITH • This paper, ladies and gentleiaen, is solri on the streets 
of the cities of Detroit and Cleveland, In fact, it is sold ell 
over America and sent through the mails, 

"9, The old-time scandalmongers and character 
assassins who just have a natural fear and hate £or anybody who 
is honest and courageous. They have an unholy dread of my being 
able to stand on the floor of the United States Senate and bring 
out the things that I have discussed on this radio through the 
years, 

"10. The rubber trust is my enemy, this rubber 
trust' which is willing to make us walk to work and do without our 
automobiles rather than to lose their monopolistic control over the 
international rubber market, 

"11, The foreign sugar trust, and this sugar 
business is a subject all by itself, 

"12, The stuffed shirt politicians will fight me 
in Michigan, these people who are willing to spend a million 
dollars rather than see the common people have a fearless voice in 
the United States Senate, 

"VJhen I come around to visit you in the conmunities 
where you live,- 1 am going to discuss these things in detail. 1 
want to meet you all personally. I went to shake hands with you. 
I went you to meet my lovely wife. Then, you can conclude for 
yourselves whether or not I am the vicious monster as portrayed by 
certain lying newspapers. 

"There, my friends, is a summary of my enemies. Now 
here's a summary of what I stand for and whet I figit for and what 
I am willing to die for: 

"1, 100% support of the war effort. A group of 
high society women met in Detroit this past week and decided to 
throw their support to one of my opponents. These hi$i society 
women said that they were going to fight everybody who was opposed 
to war before Pearl Harbor, Tfell, ladies, and I'm addressing these 
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society women, you have picked out a Job for yourselves. Those of 
us who opposed war before Pearl Harbor were fighting these war 
mongers who were roving around over the world trying to get us into 
war, T ?e favored a national defense second to none so that we could, 
fight and defend ourselves whenever we were threatened or attacked 
by a foreign foe. That's exactly whet we ere now doing, end if you 
hi^i society women think you're going to persecute ell the good 
Christian mothers that were opposed to entering the war sooner than 
necessary, you're going to drive a million people ri^it into the 
camp of CERAID L. K. SMITH. 

"2. I am going to fight far $100 a month for every 
man in the armed services. We are paying the gun maker $300 a month 
and more, then why not pay the gun shooter $100 a month at least? 

"3. I stand for the preservation of free speech and 
free press for all good Americans, including FATHEH CHAS. E. ODUGHLIN. 
FATHER COUGHUN has been approved as a priest in good standi ng by the 
church through his Archbishop. ?fhy should FATHER COUGHLIN be 
silenced when tfese Communists are selling their Red newspapers all 
over the place? 

"4. I shall fight f or e square deal far the Townsend 

Plen. 

"5. I claim we can have tires for everybody, if we 
will use the wisdom of science instead of being victimized by these 
bureaucratic bunglers and these monopoly controlled politicians. 
These politicians were warned three years ago that we mi^it face 
such a situation, and they didn't do anything about it. And now, 
thousands of people are sitting right there listening to me over the 
radio on this Fourth of July weekend, because you haven't got the 
tires to take a drive or go to church. Tes, we can blame it on the 
Japs, but why did our bureaucrats laugh at our scientists and allow . 
us to get to a place inhere we could be tiad up this way? More of 
this at another time. 

M 6. I shall fight for the preservation of our 
national sovereignty under the slogan - 'AMERICA FIRST IN WAR AND 
PEACE* . 

"7. After this war is over, I favor the building of 
a hoop of military steel around America far enough out and f er 
enough up and far enough down to guarantee protection from invasion 



{ 



$f$J (Detroit f ile 62-1126) 



and strong enou#i to make future foreign wars unnecessary. That's 

^-•[^••fr'ii j my post war policy and I'll discuss that at length when I come to 

■h see you* 

"8,- I am reconsecrated to the basic principles of 
S;^X. : - the Committee of 1.000,000. 

' ' ' 

M 9. I favor a farm program based on the teachings 
of the Bible. My enemies will laugh at that, but I am willing to 
rest my case with the people who still believe the Bible. 

"10. I shall fight without compromise for the preser- 
— vat ion of Labor 1 s right to organize and bargain collectively. And I 

shall continue to challenge labor to select only leaders vho are 
patriotic and free from any tinge of Nazi-Communism. 

"11. I shall continue to discuss the issue that 
revoxves around this question - lflhy is there a limit on sufiar and 
no limit on whiskey? 

"12. I shall fight to save little business .'rom 
'i'iM&i complete destruction, tfiich it now faces. LECW HENDERSON waits two 

■: : -; : V,' :: ; : - hundred million dollars to pay political jobholders to watch sugar, 
watch storekeepers and watch rubber, but we have appropriate* only 
^■■y- nun j re £ a nd f if ty mi 11 ion dollars to save the lit tie b uslne s s men . 

If the little businessman is destroyed, America will be destioyed. 
I , That*s a big subject and I am going to discuss it in detail through 

* the summer. 



"13. Protect the great tourist industry by savin? 
this great Michigan irdustry from being slaughtered by bureaucratic 
stupidity, unwise rationing and political boondoggling. 

H 1 /■ T eY»»»n r*r> ir* i nun +- r-\ r> Mir imi^ ♦■ Ka e T /vr •» y\ 1 PUtT C T 

First in America 1 . 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I do not have any hired political 
workers. I have great difficulty even getting the money to pay for 
f~" N this radio time. I must depend an my faithful, loyal friends to "do 

^ J the things that must be done. 



'l "Now, I want all my petitions in this week — tomorrow, 

'i if doss ible . and not later than Saturday I not onlv went eroueh 



(Detroit file 62-1126) 



names to file, but I went two or three times as many as necessary 
so there will be no chance of my enemies throwing out enou^i names 
to keep mc off the ballot. 

:t That petition you have in your hone which you have 
not sent in might easily be the difference between victory and 
defeat. As soon as I finish this broadcast, go out immediately and 
begin to ask registered voters, regardless of the party they belong 
to, to sign that petition. The petition does not need to be 1 ii_led. 
If you can only get five or ten names, then have your petition 
notarized and send it in immediately. If you are filling several 
petitions, don't hold up tte ones you have filled until you heve 
fijjed the remainder. Send them in as rapidly a:> you get them 
filled. They are now coming in by the thousands. 

"I'm not talking to my enemies or ray lukewarm friends. 
I'm talking to my real, real friends. Please get your petitions 
marly ?rd send them in immediately. If ycu are vrilling tc circulate 
a petition and do not have a blank, write to me md I will rush it 
to jrou by the return mail. 

"To my friends, I say, fill up your petitions, fill 
up your petitions and rush them in immediately. This speech I 
have just mace which summarizes my enemies and summarizes my plat- 
form will bo Printed. All who write to m& , regardless of where you 
live in America } v/ill receive a copy of this address free, Don't 
worry about street address. Just write me CERA ID L. K. SOTH, 
Detroit, MichLgm. No street address is necessary. GERALD L t K. 
SCITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street address is necessary. 

1 "3od bless you.... all...." 

" SUNDAY. July 12. 1942 

"The professional and stuffed shirt politicians of 
Michigan are amazed and surprised at the number of friends we have. 
Thousands of names are canting in from all over the state signed to 
my petitions. 

"If you have a petition either partially cr completely 
filled, have it notarized and tsnd it to me immediately. No petition 
. hould be mailec to me later than July 16. I repeat, all petitions 
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should be mailed not one minute later than this coming Thursday, 
July 16, 

"In every little town and community there is at 
least one stuffed shirt politician who assumes that he has the 
right to do the thinking for the people. He looks upon himself as 
the local boss or the little HITIER of his precinct, his ward or 
his township. 

"One morning a few days ago, these politicians all 
over Michigan awoke to find my petitions everywhere. They discov- 
ered that literally thousends of good Americans in Michigan, who 
seldom mix in politics, were circulating my petitions because of the 
deep convictions they have concerning the crusading principles for 
which I stand. 

"I had a letter from a §pod mother whose son is in 
the Array, which reads as follows: GERALD L. K. SMITH, Detroit, 
Michigan. Dear Mr. SMITH: I certainly hope you get elected to the 
Senate so that you can fi£it for $100 per month for the. man in the 
armed services. My husband was in the last war. "When he was dis- 
charged, it was months before he could get a job. He came out of 
the Army broke, and we thought sure we would starve to death before 
he could get a job. Those who called him a hero when he marched 
down the street with the band soon forgot him when he put on his 
old clothes and went out to get a job. If the boys could be paid 
$100 a month and compelled to save $50 each month, then when the 
war is over they would have something on which to live until they 
could get readjusted. Sincerely Yours, Mrs. H. K. 

"Doubtless; this mother remembers that as Chairman 
of the Committee of 1,000,000, I was the first American to appear 
before the United States Senate and request an increase in pay for 
the soldiers, sailors and marines. As an outgrowth of that 
hearing, they are now receiving $50«00 per month. 

"After all, we are paying the boys who are making 
the guns from $300 a month up. If, out of the billions and billions 
and billions we are spending, we provide $100 a month for the men 
who shoot the guns, surely we will be doing a great service to our 
heroic fighters. 

"President ROOSEVELT says that he may be compelled 
to conscript our tires if the war gets any worse. And I know that 
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eveiy loyal American would be willing to let President ROQSEVEUT 
take the tires off his car, if he thought by so doing it would 
help America to win. 

"It is too bad that the President is compelled to 
take time out to discuss such things as rubber, sugar, and gasoline 
It»s too bad that the politicians of New York State are permitted 
to tate the President's time discussing New York State politics* 
The President is the Comma nder-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and 
his entire time should be left open to the job of figuring out haw 
to win this war. 

"Yes, it may be necessary for the President to do 
what he suggests - take the tires off our cars, 

"The international monopolies and the boondoggling 
bureaucrats are to blame for the sugar situation and the tire 
situation. If I were in the United States Senate today, I would 
demand a complete expose of these people who have been developing 
foreign monopolies instead of American resources, resulting in 
present shortages. 

"Our done stic sugar growers have been disco ir aged, 
while they have slipped in millions of tons of foreign sugar. They 
have plowed under our American cotton, while the South . Ame ri can 
cotton crop has been multiplied by thirty. They . have discouraged 
the production of crude and synthetic rubber in the Western Hemis- 
phere, while encouraging trie British and Dutch monopoly in the East 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I am convinced that if a big 
stick could be waved aril the bundling bureaucrats, plus the selfish 
interests, could be cleaned out *>f Washington - we could begin to 
have tires for everybody who needs them by Christmas and Easter. 

"These boondoggling bunglers have destroyed fte 
great tourist industry of Michigan far this summer. One tourist 
camp operator told ne that he was afraid to paint his cabins — he 
was even afraid to repair his equipment - for fear of gasoline 
rationing and for fear the government mould conscript even the 
tires on the cars that ere now being operated. 

"The damage has been done not so much by what has 
actually happened, but because no. two bureaucrats seem to agree - 
and the ordinary citizen doesn't know what to expect or whan to 
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believe. No matter how bad the news might be, it wouldn't be so 
confusing if the bureaucrats could male up their minds and then 
stick to their decisions. 

"Yes, I know that I am a common lmn and I have spent 
my entire life dealing with the common people. Certain so-called 
aristocrats in Michigan seem to dread the idea of my being nominated 
to the United States Serc te on the Re pit lie an ticket. T 7ell, I may 
be a little too outspoken for sonc of my sophisticated friends, but 
unless we get c few more fearless voices in the Senate, we won't 
have a Senate and we won't have a Congress . And unless we begin to 
replace some cf these rubber stamps and 'yes' men with a few old- 
fashioned, fist-cracking Americans - this big super-duper bureaucracy 
that's been built up in Washington w ill tale over all the branches 
of government and the people won't have anything to say about what 
goes on. I don't need to remind you, I'm sure, that already we have 
a large nunber of semi-Nazi-Communists in Washington, who would like 
to set our free way of life destroyed by the substitution of a 
bureaucratic dictatorship which, after this war, would teU us what 
we could do, when we could do it, what we could eat and where we 
could litf*. That's what you call regimentation. 

"We accept the emergency powers of wartime as 
necessary to help produce victory but, remember, whomever you elect 
to the Unatec States Senate this year will be there for sax years, 
and someone has got to be on the job to see to it that a set of 
conspiring scalawags don't use the war emergency to lay the foundation 
far a peacetime dictatorship. 

"I vi being ridiculed by the Communists end the 
atheists because I a aid last Sunday night that my farm program was 
going to be based on the teachings of the Bible. In the first place, 
I consider it an honos- to be ridiculed by these wire-whiskered Rede 
that have been trying U overthrow our government for 25 years, and 
I don't need the support of any atheistic Nazi-Communists in order 
to be elected to the Senate. In fact, I would be perfectly willing 
to rest my case with the people who still have enough old-fashioned 
Christian faith to believe the Bible, to believe in prajer and to 
believe in the church. I *n sure that even you people who do not 
attend church regularly agr-je with me on that. 

"One cf these ftqys I'm going to devote en entire 
address to the, Bible plan for the farmer. I will say, however, that 
if we had followed the Bible plan, there would be no stortage of 
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sugar ana there would be no sugar rationing. If it were not for the 
foreigi sugar trust that exerts such an influence over certain 
bureaucracies in Wa shington, we could grow enough sugar cane and 
sugar beets in America tc supply everybody in America with sugar. 
The leading scientists tell us thetwith % of our own crop we can 
make enough rubber to furnish all the tires that America can use 
plus all the other rubber products we need. 

"But, no, we spend billions of dollars on a Navy 
and billions of dollars on an Army end sit back while bureaucratic 
rulings enslave us to the foreigi rubber monopoly end the foreigi 
sugar trust. 

"Nothing can cure these treasonable abuses of our 
American people excepting a courageous and fearless voice in the 
United States Senate. That»s what the Senate is - to give the 
people, a chenee to defend themselves in unlimited debate against 
those who conspire to destroy the welfare of the people. 

"Yes, if God is willing, I shall, visit my friends 
in Michigan. I propose to speak all over the State, if I can find 

*■ Wa mn na »r hi A V\ niV\-\ »Vi r* i\arr «a ncnrr f fi M r\r\ /»«B+ « . As WMl lm CMf - W? 

only source of support is from the modest contributions of my 
loyal friends. 

* "VJhen I come to see you personally and speak in 
your community, I shall discuss many things, tfiich I an not per- 
mitted to say over this radio for. lack of time. 

"Now, to you people who have been circulating my 
petitions or have blank petitions to circulate. Please get es 
many signatures cf registered voters as you can immediately. 
Have the petition notarized and rush it to me. 

"If your petition is put in the mail later than this 

x mi 3 «X ill I J. "1 _i _ T ~- ~ ~ i. «1 1 «.U«. *t — ~ 

ccming inursuay, n, win ue wo iax>a, a xejjeau, cij.j. nnw oi« 

mailing petitions, thoy must be in the^msil by tonight, Monday, 
Tuesday. Wednesday and not one minute later than Thursday. 

"I have no hired circulators end I am depending on 
you to help me obtain thousands cf nanes more than necessary in 
order that there be no chance cf tte enemies of the people keeping 
my name off the ballot by technical rulings. 
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"Here's an ennouncomoit for ell my friends in the 
Detroit area, I am speaking in person in the Masonic Temple in 
Detroit this coming Friday night et eight o'clock. The subject of 
my address will be K)n My Way to Washington*. This will perhaps 
be ths most fearless and important address I have ever delivered. 
Mine is a hard fight. My enemies are cruel enemies. I see victory 
ahead, thanks to the prayerful cooperation of the good people who 
are my friends. 

"God bless you. God bless and save America. 1 ' 

A booklet circulated by the Conmunist Front Organization, 
Civil Rights Federation, 530 Insurance Exchange Building, Detroit, Michigan, on 
the streets of Detroit for $.05 entitled "Smash Detroit's Fifth Column! n , con- 
taining an article "GERALD L. K. SKITH Takes Over". This article stetes that 
SMITH'S magazine "The Crossand the Flag" is merely a continuation of FATHER 
COUGHLIN'S "Social Justice" which was barred from the mail by the Department of 
Justice. 

A photograph shows FATHER COUGHLIN playfully mussing 
GERALD L. K. SlITH'S hair and continues with a notation, "Pals during the Lemke- 
Union Party campaign, SMITH new defends COUGHLIN'S 'right' to spread Axis 
propaganda." 

The article then alludes to SMITH'S affiliation with HUEY 
LONG at c salary of $650.00 a week. 

It refers to SMITH'S membership in PELLET'S Silver Shirts 
and his membership card #2223. It also calls SMITH an organizer for FELLEY'S 
SIUTER 3iIKTS and quotes from a letter dated August 15, 1933 written by SMITH 
to PELLEY: 

"By the time you receive this letter I shall be ontte road 
to St. Louis and points north together with a uniformed 
squad of young men comprising what I believe wiU be the 
first Silver Shirt storm troop in America." 

It refers to SMITH coining the phrase "drive ttet cripple 
out of the White House" while speaking in 1936 from the platform of the Anti- 
ROOSEVELT "grass roots convention" sponsored by Governor GENE TAIMADGE of 
Georgia. 



The article then quotes an item from the Detroit News 
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October 20, 1936 quoting SMITHS announcenBnt that he had forned a Fascist 
organization of 10,000,000 patriots to seize the Government of the United 
States. 



The article then criticizes SMITH'S attitude against labor 
and terming Union leaders as "crap-shooting, dishonest, Communist loafers". 

SHIIH'S approval of LINDBERGH'S Des Hoines, Iowa speech 
is then cited to show ttet SJTTH also blamed the war on British propaganda, 
Jewish groups and the ROOSEVELT administration. 

The article then refers to SMITH'S intimacy with Reverend 
CERA ID"T7INR0D and Reverend LEIAND MARION at whose church in Pontiac, Michigan 
WIKROD spoke during the first week in December, 1941 and therein complimented 
COUGHLIN an! SMTH. 

The article refers to the Committee of 1,000,000 as the 
co-ordinating center of the activities of all Detroit's pro-HITLER elements 
including the extinct America First Committee and the existing National Workers 
League . 

It refers to SJJITH'S Congressional contacts including 
Senator ROBERT R. nEYNOLDS, Senator CERA ID TvnI, Representative CLAHNijpFFMAN f 
and Representative ROY O.-HK00DHUFF. W ' 1 

This article is a strong attack on GERAID L. K. SMITH 
including "A prison cell nota Serate seat is the place far CERAH) L. K. SMITH, 
The more quickly the people of Detroit insist that enemeies of America be 
treated as such, the more ouickty will the day of final victory arrive." 

Other article* in this booklet criticize FATHER COUGHLIN, 
the National Workers League, the Ku Klus Klan. This booklet is being retained 
in the files of the Detroit Field Office. 

. Nation al Bank Building, Detroit, 

had later referred Agent tc^L^ g^-j^jl iy^gg^pL Shreveport, Louisiana. 




-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED IE ADS 

THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 

At CHICAGO. ILLINOIS i 



report information concerning 
and SMITH. It is noted that 




tween 

are inclose contact. 




*If necessary, will inte^ 
nature of tl>e relationship between SMITH and 
to ascertain the nature of the activities of 




ationship be- 
and SMITH 



ants to a scertain the 
and also 




formation concerning the re latj.on sjTip„o 
of Chicago Tribune, and with 




*TftH ..Xe 
GERALD L. K. SMITH with 
of Chicago Tribune. 

*If necessary, will interview infer cents to ascertain the 
nature of these relationships and the nature and purpose of activities of SMITH. 

*Will report known information concerning! 
jef Citizens Committee, 77 West Washington, Chicago, Illinois, telephone 
>8 and, if necessary, will interview informants to ascertain the 




ate 
relation of 




SMITH. 



THE KANSAS CITY FIE ID PI VI SI OJ 



♦At KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI will report any information known 
to Kansas City Field Division concern in g®RM^L^C^g|ITH^h^h has been as- 
cer tained thr ough the investigation of W^^^S^^^^^ilSSSA^m^ It is noted 
thatffiSfPfeand SMITH have been in recenWonfacT* 



and 



*If necessary, will interview 
other informants to ascertain the nature of the relationship oetween| 
SMITH. 
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THE MIU7AUKEE FIEID D IVISION 

WISCONSIN will report information concern ing 
_ and newspaper known as "The Herald", 
especially m reierence to an^ connection between the above and GERAID L. K. 
SMITH and any Fascist activity that may be engaged in by the above. 




THE MPT ORLEANS FIEID DIVISION 



*At NEW ORLEANSj_LOUISIANA will ascertain information con- 



cerning the background and activities of GERALD L. K. 3IITH from approximately 
1929 to 1935 when he was 8 a id to have been a bodyguard and close friend of 
HUEY LONG with particular reference to any activities which may have been in 
concert with present enemies of the United States pr which indicate Subject 1 s 
Fascist tendencies . 



*If possible, will intervi &n ^^^^^^^g^^^g^J said to 
be of New Orleans, Louisiana end former associate of HUEY LONG concerning 
S^IT^S activities in Louisiana. 

At SKHEVEPORT. LOUISIANA will interview 1 
fot» information in his possession concerning SMITH'S background and 
activities . 

!AHP BEAUREGARD. L OUISIAN^j dllJ^t eryjfi w ! 

Reception 

Center, in accordance witn letter I'rom the uetroit Field Office to New Orleans 
Field Office dated June 4, 1942. 



THE DETROIT F3EU) DIVISION 



At DETROIT. MICHIGAN : 

frVJi 1 ] maintain f ur ther cont act viit h 

for information concerning SMITH. 

*VJill contact^ P Ford Motor 

Company, relative to information in his possession concerning activities of 
SMITH. 




* T 7ill maintain contact with other informants for additional 
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infomation relative to 3-IITH'S activities. 



Will interview % W> National Bank 

Building, for additional information concerning SMITH'S background and activities. 

*At ALMA, MICHIGAN will contact ^fi^^§ §§ § @SB §l^ • 

relative to infer raation in his possession concerning activities of S1HTH. £?/ 



-PENDING- 





BECQKDSD 



8-1-42 
62-43818-110 



/ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEP 17 IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




KFHORANIPH FDR ASSISTANT ATTDKNEX (BErtim, 
BXNJKLL BK.ROE * 



Rei OKRALD Ltm* KFJttKTH S3TH, with alias 

DIE COMtUTTKE OF ONE UILLIOH 
IHTOUiAL SECURITY 
SKDITIOH 




There lo enclosed herewith tj 
a copy of U 19 report or Spocial Agent 
Detroit, Michigan, dated Jul^' 22, 1942, 
matter. 



foj^Ymn^^^^^^Aration 
2* i0~fi5F25v^5aptloned 




Mr. Toiton 

Mr. E. A. Ttrnm, 

Mr. Clegg m 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Niefcole 

Mr. Roien 

Mr. Tracy 



m 



Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr . Headov 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. MeGuire 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Neaee 

Miss Gaudy 



1.111 you kindly advise if the data contained in 
the enclosed report and that set forth in other rsports, 
pamphlets, and speeches Bade and delivered by subject, 
constitute a violation of any statute within the investi- 
gative Jurisdiction of this Bureau with particular reference 
to the Sedition Statutes and whether prosecution is eon- 
tenplated by your Division. 

Very truly yours, 



John Fd£*r Hoover 
Director 



Enclosure 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ' 

A v i l e d 3 
^AUG 3 1942 Ml., 

FLDLRAL BUREAU Or INVESTIGATION- 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE 




■ - • i. 



j 



\ 




( 



i 



Weberal Bureau of Inuratinnrton 

United States Brparttnrnt of lusttre 

Detroit, Michigan 
July 25, 19A2 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Be: GERALD L. K^SMI 
INTERNAL SECURTT 
SEDITION 





DATE— sM^-B 



a 



aricn men enerj 
pecial Agent 
tij 



pi co <i 



appear s ircm varioui 
no enyloyjnent since he left GERALD Sli I TH 1 S employ, ana ttial 
las sustained himself principally by being a professional informant 
Ifor many persons and groups of persons, who have been interested in 
investigating the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. 

Nevertheless, be has persistently refused to give the 
agents of this office any of this infomation. He declines on the ground 
that to do so would involve many officials of the Ford Motor Company, and 
■ it would endanger his personal safety. This excuse would seem to be 
insincere, in view of the fact that he has given information to other 
persons. It would seen more probable that he is withholding the info ma- 
tion because he feels that once he imparts this information to the Bureau 
he will no longer be able to profit by the sale of it to private invest!- 



ground 



During a preliminary invest! 




" con 



Letter to the Director 



July 25, 1942 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



The above 
two reasons . First, 
future be may raise an 

nation to the Bureau b 



ition is being transmitted to you for 
ias indicated that sometime in the 
lotion that he was coerced into £iv1n g i nfo 3 




•ederal 



on of the Attorney General that 
while refusing to discharge a duty of giving information to 
Bureau of Investigation, is see 



V 



from the 




to prove h 

mrnm 

mant that 



Furtherioore,! ^las intimated that if he decided 

to give the information in hispossession to the Bureau he would be able 
>ve h ie assertions by documentary evidence in his possession. 

has given the impression that he is so unreliable as an infor- 
it cannot be ascertained whether or not he has such documentary 
evidence without an actual search of his house, to which he would certainly 
not consent* It is sucgeste^that a search warrant might be desirable in 
order to determine ISM B has any such documentary evidence* 



'ery truly yours, 



4 -b 



7-31-42 
62-^3818-111 



All iwrui^iisvii «•-<•■■ — 

HEREIN IKSlttSffUl 



gFi&PJ vKl ^K F071 Kft. JM^J? KHK, JR. 

,TT& assists* hi" atTOEM* tfiiflk 



r ... 



Reference Is Bads to your tele;>honic conversation with Mr. Ladd 
of this bureau on Kay ©, 1942, sod to hie personal call at year office In 
response to your conversation, at which time you furnlahed hla mlth a chart 
and Bfcforanda setting forth data pertalnlnc to tha ac tlvltiea of Oerald t. I, 
Scith, Detroit, Klchl^an, as known to 




I via)) to aivlse thit| | has bacn Interviewed on eevwral 
occasions prior to and e^beequenttoTay o, 1942, relative to hla knowledge of 
SaitMe 'activities, tut has refused to furnish moot pertinent lriforastieo on the 
(rounds that to do so would involve persons in positions of importance and 
would endanger his personal safety* 

It has been ascertained 





In view of the refusal of^ |to cooperate with the Federal 

Goveraoent in the investigation of SilS$SS^^kBi^i^^ctlj^iSM9^^ is 
believed advisable tha t any action con tea plated byBy S^jSjF^%f«^B 

1 relative to I | be 

eynftca until such tine as neTa^BSHeBri^WBTH^^^ ^ojrull y 
^rith tho Federal authorities. I do not feel that ^ p 
fjj ^ e. v »oulc' bo afforded ery favor by this Qoverr»«J^3vei^5cn 

Mr ToU ^3!H33a^aTds^strats<J no willingness to accept a responsibility looking 

Mr. Clegg 



Mr. GUvin_ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols, 

Mr. Roa«n 

Mr. Traey 



Mr. Caraon_ 

Mr . Coffey_ 
Mr . Hendon_ 
Mr. Kramer_ 
Mr. McGuire. 
Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Mr . Nease 

Mist Gandy_ 



-CC - I 



Vl«*° 

**** 'fi 



Tcry truly yours, 



3^ C0MM ^ A ^^ 



COMMONlCAIIPIIfcftCflON 




Fri nVlln 



X 



15 h and Chen tout fttreets,-. 



JoIuj Edgar Hoovar 
clraotor 



; :?0 S 0 



ftiartdiaalion Swrlea 




1/ 



\ 




2: 



s 
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July 31, 1942 



1* 




Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



Re: 



GERALD L. K. SUITH 
INTERNAL SECURIH 
SEDITION 




Dear Sin 



Reference ia made to your letter dated July 25 * 1942. In the 
above-en titled natter herein you advised of 

status and his unwillingness to disclose pertinent lniomatlon re J 
to the activities of subject. 



This ie to 



memorandum has been directed to the 




In response to your statooen^hst it sdght be desirable to issue 
a search warrant to determine if^ J has in fact documentary evidence # 

I wish to advise that there does no^appear to be any basis at this time 
for the issuance of such a warrant. 



L 



_:t is 

view with 
the Departoen 




believed desirable to arrange for any subsequent inter- 
pending acknowledgment of this Bureau' a. memorandum to 



W0M u ****** 



t. Tolion. 
Wr E. A. Tirnni, 

Cl«tg 

jfr. GUvin_ 

Ir. Ladd 

dr . Ki chol t m 
Roien 

Tracy 

Ir. Car»on_ 
It. Coff«y_ 



Very truly yours^ .-y\V ^ 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
M A I L E D 12 

~ F^JERAl BUREAU OF^ytSltfiTTJi 



^ . Kramer 

^^S&r. McGwire 

;vir . Quinn Tamm_ 

^ ; X:-:^^ It. Nease 



BUREAU OFffiyt^WjAJji^fty 



«ai m i 1 » " ""J 1 



•t Gandy. 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



\ 




T, 




411 




Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



ALL INFORMON CONTAINED 
HERDi : [ r : ISiCJSSGIED 
DATE- Vtytv-BY 



INTERNAL SACORITXj 
6EDITI0H. 



Dmt Sin 



Jtef erence it made to your latter datad July 25, 19l2 
in the above captioned matter. 

Z with to advise that these /acta vera referred to Mr. 
James Rove, Jr., the Assistant to the Attorney Central, who 
advised by memorandum dated. * 

» ^plated ac tion 
relative to 
abeyance unti± men iimo" as ho manifestec a willingness 
to fully cooperate with the Federa l government, 
advised that ho had to Inf oroed th< 





WL 




Xn view of the above information you should, of course, 
pursue your investigation in this case In a logical manner to as 
to prevent any possible embarrassment which might subsequently 
arise. 

Inasmuch as sub J set is a candidate for the United 
ToUon sta tes Senate from Michigan your investigation of his activities 
e. a Tamm sriould °* diacreet so as to prevent any criticism of this 
cukr bureau that migfct reflect that our investigation of subject 

_ interfered in any manner whatsoever with his political canpaigo. 



Glavin_ 

Ladd 

Nichols, 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Carson_ 
Cof f ey_ 
Hendon_ 
Kramer_ 
McGuire 



4 



- fcOMf^l^CATlONS SlCTiJ^ 



Quinn Tamm 

Nease 



;'• si Gandy 



O 



WAILED V 

* AUG 15 1942 t>W 

1 O'iUf-ni or iwtvi 



Very truly yours. 

a* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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fil INFQU'TION COTED 
HERE1M !S yiiCLASSIMED 
DOTE ifcfc" W&-fr>k 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

August 13, 1942 



KSiORAHDTOA FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FED3RAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 



Res Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith 
The Committee of One Million 
Internal Security 
Sedition 



Mr. Tfllwn 

Mr. ». A- Tuub. 

Mr. CU«C 

Mr. GUvin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichol* 

Mr. Ro«cn 

Mr. Tr«icy 

V.r. Cnrson 

Mr. Cofft j 

Mr. Hmi^o 

Mr. Krftumr 

Mr. McGmr* 

Mr. QuinnTamB 

Mr. Ne**e 

Mis* G*ndy 

File* 



Reference is made to your memorandum of August 3, 
!ansmittinc a copy of the report of Special Agent 

dated July 22, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, 




In answer to your request contained therein, it 
is the opinion of the Criminal Division that, while some of 
the statements contained in the material furnished to date 
border on sedition, a sufficient case under Title 50, Section 
33 * United States Code, has not yet been made out. Therefore, 
it is requested that the investigation of Smith's activities 
be continued and that copies of all speeches or writings made 
by hin be furnished to the Criminal Division for consideration 
with respect to prosecution. 

In order that the United States Attorney at Detroit, 
Michigan, may be informed of the status of this case, it is 
requested that all investigative reports relating to Smith be 
made available to him. 

Respectfully, 



;V r - JOS'' 




b7C 



flSraELL BERGS frr* 
Assistant Attorney General j'W 

r- 

AUG 14 I 2 





! 1 



^00^^ ^-40816 -113 Auput iy, 192t2 

ALL TOSHITIGH CONTB 
• HEROK IE '^CLASSIFIED - 

fiSi O&RAlD u K. sum 
JWTKRNAL S£CimiTX| 
SEDITIQa*. 



Dear Slrt 

f As • utter of information copies of ftll investigative report* 

submitted in connection with the above entitled natter together with copies 
of speeches end literature published by subject have been rafarred to the 

'rr*z~? Criminal Division of the Department for its consideration in determining 

whether eubject'e activities constitute a violation of the Sedition Statutes. 

In response to a meoorandum requs sting an opinion Wendell Bergs, 
■tU.': : ii. Aeslotant Attorney General, advised that the opinion of the Criminal Division 

I la that soma of the statements contained In the Material furnished to date 

i border on Sedition, ft sufficient case under Title $O f Section 33* United States 

; Code* nes not yet been made out. Therefore it Is requested thet the investigation 

f - of subject's activities be continued end that copies of all speeches or writings 

made by him be furnished to the Criminal liivision for consideration with respect 
to prosecution) further, In order that the united States Attorney at Detroit may 
be informed of the status of this case it la requested thet ell investigative 
reports routing to Smith be made available to him." 

| It is my desire that copies of all investigative reports pertaining 

f to the activitiea of subject be made available to the United States Attorney 

t Mr tm Detroit • nd UuLt Investigation of subject be continued, lith respect to 
' Ol80 ofeteifting copies of speeches or writings made by subject it is not believed 

I s*i ' n&cWSaary that speeches entirely political in nature be made available to the 

I ( Mr C]e gg ^r9 ft u, And only speeches or statements which might be construed to be 

| Mr. GUyiSedltious be included in reports or otherwise made available to the Bureau. 

\ Mr. Ladd 

| _ 4 ! Mr.Niehoi. , - Very truly yours, 

Mr.Rofee • t/J. ^ ■ 

Mr. Traey | [/;/ t t ~. / 

Mr. Carson » / — s, <;.c 

W0i Mr. Coffey / AUG Ki». , John Eo^ar'Hpaver 

Mr. Bendon .( j Director 

4 v;. Mr. Qvinn Tainm^*/^ J) V t>h Jt 

"Mr. Kea» - r, 1/ ^ 7 






mm 



mm 



Jfcorral Bur ran of Inure 1 1 an titm 

Mniteo frtatre department of BitBttrr 
Detroit , Michigan 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED August 4, 1942 
HEREIN IS .UNCLASSIFIED 



ranoewAt ahj eunuuii.-i.UAL 



/Director 

cD Federal Bur * au of Investigation 

. v „ -"Washington, D. C. 



S 

•—i 

fi 




GERALD L. K. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



Mr. Tolii on 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. CJ e|W 

Mr. GUvin 

Mr. Uidd 

Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. P.ott. .. 

Mr. Tr« 

Mr. Carton 



Mr. Hei>Jor» 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuive 

Mr. Qlilinn T wTnm 

Mr. N'eue „ 



MiM Gaudy 



OS 





additional information has been received 



whose identity io known to the Bureau: 



SMITH has been continuing to contact 

>f theFor^Joto^Company, and has been promised financial 
and other assistance by ^fe^ ^SS^ Min carrying on SMITH'S political 
campaign for the United States Senate. SMITH and his wife have also con- 
tinued to contact CHARLESlilNDBERGH, presently employed by the Ford Motor 



t 



Company. 



a friend of 
immediately 
Hotel. 



On .Inlv 1A 1QA5 




arrived in Detroit, Michigan, and 
SMITH for a conference at 'the Statler 1 




teen arrange 

On July 19. 1942. SMITH was advised 



ive notice of his political campaign! \V 

^ visit to U Dftrolt| Mich- / ' 

e in ^ w ^tnrv>. _ v-vf • \ > ^ 



[ _ 



HECORDEl 

for the Ford Motor Company, that he had been interviewed pre- & 
e Detroit Field Office of the FederaJ^BuT£aia_o^rr/estigationrNDEXE^ 



concerning the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. VP told SMITH 
that the pressure for the investigation was coming from New York and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation was coaDe^^^toinveetigate the complaint 
which had been received about SMITH. fl f said that he told the 

agent he could say nothing bad about SMiBnSane promised that when he 
had been interviewed at some futuretime^he would promptly advise SMITH 
about the interview. SMITH coache<| |as to what he could say to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Age*nT7 
b 



7o 




JTe instructed him that 
right to say that when SMITH came to Detroit SMITH as 
ommend some good Communists investigators and 
to SMITH so that he could get information abou€ 




• 1 1 



f 



f 



lit* \* yuxu uuux b<*j 



V 

1 
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Via rrnt 
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Letter to Director 
August 4, 1942 






Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



allTfflb home of 1 



from some "good Americans 1 * an^j^ 
SMITH was instructed to call fj 

Jlec orders Court, Detroit, Michigan, flpltt discussed wit) 

the possibilities of his winning the Bfc&tion for the United States 
t and when SMITH said he thought he had a good chance of winning, 
interrupted and said that he didn't care whether SMITH won^it^ 
was just that he wantedSMIT^o give . . and at that point ■ 
was interrupted. Hfhenl preBumed later on, he explained henaacalled 
a meeting of several ofLhemore important judges in Michigan, including a 
Suprsms__Qourt Judge whom he did not name and several others at the home 



reason x*©r this meeting was that none Ox vnese 



Judges m^ ^^T^ ee SMITH'S oppon&nt Judge HCMER|ptRGUSON "get to first 
base." I I asked SMITH what sort of help he wanted from these Judges 

and SMITH answered that he would want $3000 to cover the next ten weeks of 

« ideas ting (SMITH is paying (250 per week for some Sunday broadcasts). 
■ said it would be no trouble at all to get thissum of money for 
. At the end of the conversation SMITH said to I ■ "I am the only 
one etill going. Eve ry one else is under the bed bu^me^if I didn't 
Just stick and fight . . . , it's going to take Just that kind of fight 




concluded the conversation by telling SMITH that anything he did 
for SMITH was not to be obtained in one lump but was to be obtained from 
fifteen or twenty sources. 



has attempted to contact 
but has not been successful.' 





arrests of! 
and others with whom" 



has refra^iedfromcojMK 




On July 28, 1942, MR. SMITH asked to speak to Special 
Agent in ChargeJOHJ^^BUGASjtfjo was out, and SMHJ^asreferred to 
Special Agent || BaB^roSCTS^ P SMITH advised J (that two 

reporters for LlFEand TIME magazines were attempting to interview him 
and he wanted to report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in advance 
of the interview because he thought that this was part of the conspiracy 
of his enemies to accuse him of being a Fascist « SMITH also reported 
that he has heard that a woman has been asking for him at Station WJR, 
stating that she knows MR. SMITH would get her son deferred. SMITH stated 
for the record that he refers all such requests to the War Department; 
stated that this was part of the smear campaign against him which is 
waged by Communists and other enemies of his. SMITH advised Agent {■ 
that the Communists have already started their campaign against ELME^^^ 
DAVIS, Head of the Office of V/ar Information. SMITH concluded by saying 



- 2 - 



0 



6 



Letter to Director Be: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

August 4, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 



the purpose oi his telephone call was to state for the record that the reporters 
were on a vicious mission against him. SMITH has complained about the appeal 
of the Civil Rights Federation through Attorney General BIDDLE for an in- 
vestigation of FATHER COUGHLIN and GERAID L. K. SMITH. SMITH has explained 
that the President of the Civil Rights Federation is Professor JOH^SHEPARD 
of the University of Michigan who has been active in other communistic 
front activities, SMITH says that the secretary of the Civil Rights Federation 
is JACK* RASKIN who is a Communist formerly active in a sabotage strike at the 
Bonn Aluminum Company before the entry of the United States into the war. 



ita 





On July 30, 1942, SMITH advised EliS^jglPoOadio 

inJJJR, Detroit, Michigan, that SMITH had a c< 
"^and other rubber experts of the Ford Motor Company who £ol 

»ey are permitted, they can produce enough tires for all industrial 
workers in Detroit by Christmas and every industrial worker in Michigan 
within a year. 



7c 



Very truly yours. 




JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 



62-1126 7 



August 13, 1942 




J 



Special Agent In (large 
Detroit, Michigan 



ALL PO^ra CONTAINED 
HERE:!'; I uA jLASSIFIED 
DATE-^^Y^s^ 



BEs OEHXLD L. I. SfflTH, 

Coenitte* of One milioni 

prPTBMT. RstrnsiTT - SETS TIM 



Dear Sir i 



tbe Bureau deeiree that you glre i—*^ 
attention to the aatf r of *ub«lttl^ jg|yette» y 

?h!^!HettJr of tblt type emanating fro. jour office 
iu dated July 18, 19*2. 



. » . fetTw. BURtM) OFlNVEStlBATlOU 



Director 

U> 3 



doc |3 30^ 



^OMMUUICATIONS SECTION 
"MAILED II 



*' AUG 13 1942 P.M. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Varm No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT* MICSIGAH 



DETROIT "Lt no. 62-1126 



REPORT MAK AT 

DETROIT » MICHXSAH 


OATS WHEN MADE 


PERIOD POR 7^j6. 




NKWr MADS SY 

1 ■ UR 


TfTU ^ 

GERALD LTMAN .KENNETH SMITH, a*k*** 

Gerald L* K, Smith; 

The Committee of Oae Million 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

INTERNAL SECDRITTj 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 




WW 
3£2 




SMITH has filed nominating petition* for 
office of United States Senator from 
Michigan and is r eceiving financ ial and 
other aid through ■ (of Ford 

Motor Company and wnera^aBIra admits 
former membership in PELLET 1 a Silver Shirt a, 
pat claims it was merely temporary for 
purpose of investigation while working 
for HOST LONG. Snith continues to accuse 
Communists, WALTER WINCHELL, CLAIEB UJCX, 
Jewish groups and others for conspiring 
to smear his reputation* Text of radio 
speeches set forth; SMITH at public meet- 
ing criticises Administration for unnecessary^ 
rubber and sugar scarcity* Pamphlet, "The ^ 
Hoop of Steel, » by SMI1H, advocates inde- r 
pendent United States after victory* without 
foreign alliances* Copies submitted* In-, 
f ormant states "Too Much Roosevelt,* being 
distributed through 9GTH since December 7 
"Th e Hooi 

_ :m appeals to former 

JODGHLIH followers and distributes "The 
Cross and the Flag" through same news dealers* 
SMITH criticised in recent magazine articles* 
asm contacted by De PRIEST, Wichita* Kansas, 
shortly before fePRIEST's arrests 

- P -n 



%79 



COPIES OF TMI» REPORT 

5 - Bureau 
2 - Indianapolis 
-Jfensas City 

— 1 J ej focTiatw 



DO NOT WRITS IN THESE SPACES 
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(Detroit File 62-1126) 



REFERENCE! 




Detro 



of Special Agent! 
dated July 22, 11 
Michigan. 




a 



V 



t/ 



DETAILS f 



A£ Detroit, Michigan* 
Qa July 16, 1%2, fr. 



rived 



In Detroit, Michigan, accon 
whose identity la known to the Bureau* jfiWlOJS^iSedJateljr contacted - 
office and stated that he was a friend of Reverend GESaLD BJ^WINROD of Wichita, 
&nsas, and wanted to apeak to SMITH* 3dTH arranged to meet with JePHIEST at 
the C&fe Rouge, Hotel Statler, Detroit, Michigan* 

• 

A day or two later it was observed in local newspapers that Mr* 
D« PRIEST of Wichita, Kansas, was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury in Washing* 
ton, D. C, in connect ion with GERJ&D WXNBOD, Mrs* EJZABETH/pTI.T.IWCr and others 
under a charge of conspiracy* 




. igjadvised that 3CCIH has been 
continuing to contact J ft of the Ford Motor Com* • ^ 

pany, who has pimised^ooDxaS^x&wc^a^^ffiRtanc^for aOTH'e political J? 
campa^nfor the office of United States Senator fxom the State of Michigan* Y 
At J m request » SMITH contacted him telephonic ally at the home of m W . 

^^jfJoT theReeorder , s Court, Detroit, Michigan, on July 22, 19i»2. aDra * 
oiacusfed withfl pthe possibilities of winning theelection and when 
3£ITH said he thoughthe had a good chance of winning, fl f starte d to say 
that he did not care whether SMITH won, it was "only tha^newanted SMITH to 



give. 



• and then 




was interrupted* 



_ explained later that he had calls d^^^^^^£^£everal 

of the leading judges in the State^OIichigsn, Including J ■ and 

one Michigan Supreme Court Judge* (^^1 stated that the reason for this 
meeting was that noneoi^hese judgeawanted SMITHS opponent, FERGUSON, "to 
get to first basa 0 " I |bked SMITH what sort of help he wanted from these 
Judges and SMITH answered that he wanted $3,000 to cover the next ten weeks of 
broadcaeting.fl ft said it would be no trouble to obtain th^jw^X money 
for hltt* At tSeconclusion of the conversation, SMITH said to| ft "J •» 
the only one still going* Everyone else is under the bed but me* If I didn't 
just stick and fight* • *it«s going to take just that kind of fidrt^o beat 
these (profane) that are putting everybody out of business." p^iP^f* . 
ended by saying to SMITH that anything he did for SMITH should not oe obtained 
in one lump, but should be obtained from fifteen to twenty sources* 



According tol 
(for the Ford Motor 




company, 



2HTTH told _ 
e had nothing to fear from 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



Investigation by the Department of Juetice and that M 0 should 
afraid to tell the truth when called upon to do eo, because all 
could say anyway was that he obtained some money from sons good Americans 

"ie radio for aOTI^n^^so«i|^Aen SOTH came to D etroit , 
recommend aj| Pof Communists and 

io SMITH for seYeral weeks. 



oouxu say anyway was tn, 
and spent i t on the rad: 
^IT^^jked^^S^^o ] 



l^no^be 
IBrScani 



GERALD L. K. held a meeting In the Masonic Temple Audi- 

torium, Detroit, Michigan, on July 17, 1942, which .was attended by the writer. 



According to th 
lowing topless 



tickets for this address, SQTH promised to discuss the fol~ 

(1) The New Tork Conspiracy (Will Winch ell hate a 
Candidate?). 

(2) The Truth About the War* 

(3) Are the Boondoggles Delaying Victory? 

(4) The Truth About the Tire Scandal. 

(5) What About Rationing? 

(6) Why do the Qunmakers get $300 a Month While 
the Gunshootere get only $50 a Month? 

(7) Has Father Coughlin Been Threatened With 
Assassination? 

(ft) Twenty-fire Most Common Lies About Gerald 
L. X. Smith. 

(9) A post-war policy Which Will Pre rent all 
Future Foreign Wars after We Hare Won this 
War. This is Known as the 'Hoop of Steel 
Policy.* 

(10) The Crime of Communism* 

(11) Who Are the Real Fascists in America?* 

* * # 



At the meeting SMITH distributed the fo 
which was handed to the writer by one of SMITH'S emplo, 
had been previously pointed out to the writer as the 
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■Frws Re ieaa« -Detroit, Michigan 

•TOO ABE MI 3BHBOBS? 

•1. The Axis 

2- Faeeistnninded bureaucrats ' ' 

l! One-party propagandists who are conspiring to destroy the two-party 

system and the legislative branch of our government. 
4. SonSgSere who would rather lose the war than to lose their poli- 
sh S?emat^onallets who would suirender our national aovreignty in 
order to set up a world government* 

SSetetrs »d profiteers who think only of the-selYos and would 
nmfitMr en the blood of our heroic sons* 
?h.«£LSg«8. Tnoa. w*o at^t to ... th. dsparta^nt. .f 
gOTernaent to persecute political opposition. __ 1t 
ThTcoZmiate, who went u» to embrace athaistie CoMnnis. -ersly 

because we ere allies with Bus si*. • ^ ^ 

Sogers and character assassin, -ho fear and hat. anybody 

who is honest and courageous* . -.+.h»r 

5. rubber trust which is willing to wake u^-alk to work rather 
than to lose their control o w the rubber ■arttet. 

U. The foreign sugar trust. „..,_.„ _ K _ ._. -miM to 

12 the stuffed-shirt politicians In Michigan who are w i I Lin g *o 
ISadTSmcn dollar, rather than ... th- co««on people haw. 
a fearless voice in th. United Statee Swat.. 
«I consider all opposing candidates to be gentlemn. At present, I see 
2 reason why I should nation th.lr names In t *™EffijQ"j* . 
addresses will be composed of two phasss - a fsar lese d j* c ?" el * n ™ 
Sat I an for and a fearless discussion of what I « against. 

•; •'. ■ <,.::•■ ' a A SD1MABI Ot 

:■ - ma i stahd fob ■ . . " • : . 1 ; 

•\i IOC* support of th. war effort. 
9 4100-00 oer month for erery wan in th. anwd 
I! Fr2. -P.rch ~ pres. for .U good As-ricsns, including ; : , 
Father Chas. S. Coughlin. v ! *• 

4. A scfiare d.al for th. ^"^^'wiedom of sci«ce Instead 
5- tt»a f ?T '™!^%JKlMof »onopoty-controlled politician..) 
6. S^SS^SSI^ W .Eighty - to th. slogan, 
-America Firat in War and Peace. 1 



6. 
7. 

9. 
10. 
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"7* THE BUILDING OF A HOOP OF MILITARY STEEL AROUND AMERICA AFTER THIS 
WAR WHICH WILL GUARANTEE PROTECTION FROM INVASION AND MAKE IT UN- 
NECESSART TO WAGE FUTURE WARS OF AGGRESSION, (Listen for farther 
discussions of my doctrine of the f Hoop of Steel* 1 
8* I an recommitted to the seven basic principles of the Committee 
of l,0O0,0OO # 

9* A farm program baaed on the teachings of the Holy Bible* (To 

be discussed in detail during the campaign.) 
10, I shall fight without compromise for Labor* s right to organise and 

bargain collectively through leadership loyal to America and opposed 

to all forma of Nazi-Communism* 
11* Less sugar for whiskey and more sugar for children* 
12* Save the little businessman* 
13» Protect the great tourist industry* 
H* 'Christ First in America* f 

"I do not propose to indulge in mud-slinging attacks upon candidates seek* 
ing the United States Senate* But if I am not killed bg my_ enemies or 
Imprisoned by my political foes , this summer and fall shall see me deliver- 
ing the most fearless campaign speeches in the history of Michigan politics* 

"/s/ Gerald L. K. Smith 
Gerald L. K* Soith 
Candidate for the nomination of 
United States Senator on the 
Republican ticket of Michigan* 

# # * 

The stage was set with 30TH»« usual emblem of the Committee 
of 1,000,000, bearing a large American flag in the center of a circular de- 
sign* The meeting was opened with the singing of "America*" There were between 
five hundred and seven hundred and fifty persons present, packing the auditorium 
almost to capacity* The first part of the meeting was devoted to the collection 
and notarizing of petitions for aUTH's nomination* SMITH then criticised the 
Administration's handling of the rubber situation and said that he was in earnest 
when he promised there would be tires for everybody if he were elected to the 
Senate end he said that it seemed probable that his campaign promise would be 
carried out by his opponents even before he had a chance to be elected* 

He pointed out an exclusive release by the •New York News," dated 
July 15, 1942, which predicted that & huge expose of the rubber situation was 
due for release about two weeks hence and it would be revealed after conference 
with the leading rubber manufacturers of the country; that there would be enough 
rubber for all essential needs and even for pleasure driving as a result of the 
scrap rubber collection drive and the processing of rubber out of domestic 
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Materials* After reading part of this article, aiHH stated that if thie 
article is not true, the writer should be Imprisoned for sedition, bat if 
it is true, end he said he had no reason to doubt its truth, there should 
be at least one million Hew Dealers put in Jail immediately* 

SMITH then went on to discuss what he called* "The Bible Plan 
of Farming. 11 He read from Genesis, the forty-firet chapter, the forty-sixth 
Terse, which concerned the seven years of plenty and following seven years of 
scarcity In Egypt. SMITH then explained that "The Bible Plan" was to produce 
plenty of food whenever it was posslbls so that ths excess could be stored 
for consumption during years of scarcity* SMITH condemned the program of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration as a violation of the doctrine of the 
Bible and stated it was outright sin to destroy crops or to regulate farming 
in such a way as to prevent the growth of crops which nature would permit* 
He said that if it were not for such a limitation on production in past years, 
and even at present, we would have plenty of sugar and all the other commo- 
dities which we now find becoming scares* 

SMITH indicated that tires could be made from corn and wheat , 
but that was not being done because the "Rubber Trust" did not want it done* 
He also said that Michigan, Colorado and California eould raise enough sugar 
alone for every person in the United States* 



SMITH promised to remedy this situation If he were elected to 
the Senate* He said that if the bureaucrats In Washington remedied this sit- 
uation before he was elected, he would claim the credit for the remedy since 
he scared them into action* 

Except for repeated attacks on "wire-whiskered Communists 11 and 
"boondoggling bureaucrats." SMITH discussed little else except to read from 
his press release which has been set out above* 

On July 23* 1942, the writer, accompanied by Special Agent | 
Interviewed GERALD L. K. SMITH at his home, 1753 Seyburn Avenue 

structionsin the matter entitled, jg*®**^ 
0 The information conco: 

._.,_„ „ _ las been appropriately reported under that 

caplJIon^ToweverT'sMITH gratuitously gave much Information about himself* He 
said that his greatest enemies were the Conmunlsts and that they were making 
vicious attempts to smear his character and eventually to put him in the prison 
cell which was vacated by EARL BHDNDER. He also admitted that several Jewish 
groups are hostile to him because they have been led to believe that SMITH is 
anti-Jewish* SfcOTH denied this emphatically end said that it was merely part 
of the smear campaign that was conspired by the Communists* 

3UTH referred to an article in "The American Mercury" magazine, 
August, 1%2, issue, entitled, "Gerald Smith's Bid for Power," by WILLIAM BRAD- 
FORD HUIE. aaTR explained that Mr. HUIE was the person who had given him 
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advance information that there was a conspiracy under way to plant arms and 
ammunition in the home a of certain Detroit resident a which were to be raided 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the residents were to claim that 
they were followers of SMITH, HENRI FORD, CHARLES LINDBERGH and others* SLLTR 
appraised the article in "The American Mercury* and said that he thought It 
was a very fair analysis of his activities* He admitted that it was not 
entirely complimentary, but he a aid it, of course, had to be that way because 
HUIE was writing for "The American Mercury" magazine, which was owned by Jewish 
interests that were anxioua to defame SMITH* 

SMITH indicated that the facts contained in the article were 
not completely accurate* The principal Inaccuracy which he pointed out was 
the fact that he did not meet multi-millionaire HORACE DODGE in Hew York City 
but, on the contrary, became acquainted with DODGE after he came to Detroit, 
Michigan* 
» 

SMITH next referred to the feature article of "Liberty" magazine 
dated August 1, 1942, entitled, "Americans We Can Do Without," by WALTER WIN- 
CH ELL* ailTH said that WINCKEXX's article made him feel "pretty good," because 
he knows that WXNCHELL is the most influential enemy he has and that nothing 
worse could ever be written about him than WINCHBLL wrote in "Liberty" magazine * 
&STH then reviewed the article by WINCHELL and stated that he did not think it 
was so bad* The one fact in WINCH ILL f s article which ailTH himself thought was 
damaging was the reference to the fact that WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLET affirmed that 
GERALD Xi* K» SMITH was a member of his Silver Stirt organisation. 3aHK ex- 
plained that when he was working for Senator HUET P. LOG of Louisiana, PEUJET 
wanted to extend his Silver Shirt organization into the State of Louisiana and 
HOST LONG appointed SMITH to investigate the character and activities of the Silv< 
Shirts* SUITH said, accordingly, he Joined PELLET 1 s Silver Shirts and maintained 
that membership for only a few weeks and at the end of that time he discovered 
that the Silver Shirt organisation was not creditable and he wrote a letter to 
WILLIAM DUDLET PELLET resigning from the organization and openly criticising it* 
SJITH stated that he retained a copy of this lstter and that if he should ever 

1 — J _ M w — J— - « i>U^ 61*4 «at A«ns n < >b^4am k> W/Snl A nMVttlf** 

this letter to prove that he Joined only temporarily to investigate whether the 
organization should be allowed to exist in Louisiana and, after a brief investi- 
gation, he disclaimed all interest in it* 

Later in the conversation 3CETH returned to WINCHELL 1 s accusation 
based on SMITH'S membership in PELLET'S Silver Shirts and 3JITH said that he 
regretted ever having Joined the Silver Shirts. He described his Joining the 
organization as the foolish act of a young man who did something rash and in- 

UMfftWVU vuab US ■fVUJb.u **wv a*»vw wuw wv — 

smith gave the writer a copy of the "American Mercury" magazine 
and a copy of the "Liberty* magazine to which he had been referring and these 
items are being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division* 
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SMITH also gave the writer one copy of the April, May and 
Jane, 1942, issues of his magazine, entitled, "The Cross and the Flag*" Re 
thumbed through the pages Just before doing so and Bade comments at random 
about the articles contained therein, clearly referring to the Magazine as 
his own publication* One comment he made was that the Communists were vicious 1/ 
attacking what was termed the "Cliveden set" and they included among the per- 
sons in the "Cliveden set," Director J. EDGAR HOOVER. SMITH said that the 
Connuniste more recently, however , are exuding with patriotism since Russia 
and the United States are both fighting the Nazis* He Indicated that because 
of this situation the Communis ts are attempting to use governmental agencies 
to prosecute their own enemies. 

3JHTH Informed that he understood that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was receiving numerous complaints about him and he believed that 
they are all Communist-inspired. He recognized that it was the duty of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to Investigate such complaints and he had no 
objection to the present investigation* He stated that he knew the writer was 
investigating him and that he had given the writer samples of bis literature 
in order to facilitate the investigation* 

SMI3H suggested to the writer that he was having trouble with 
the printer, who did not want to continue printing his magazine* sug- 
gested that if the writer should find it necessary to interview his printer 
at any time In the future, he should not do it In such a way as to scare the 
printer and Intimidate him so that he would be afraid to print the future 
issues of "The Cross and The Flag." 

SMITH stated that he believed WAITER WIHCHELL was in back of the 
vicious conspiracy to accuse SMITH as a Fascist* He indicated that his founda- 
tion for this suspicion is that when 9QTH first announced his candidacy for the 
office of United States Senator Mr. ALDEBMAN of the National Workers' League and 
a very neat-appearing man with smooth black hair appeared at a Snith meeting 
and presented a completely filled nominating petition* SMITH accepted the peti- 
tion but, suspecting that some foul play was involved, never filed this petition. 
ailTH explained that he knew the National Workers' League was a subversive group i 
he did not want to become associated with it* He said the following day and 
every day thereafter the well-dressed man with the smooth black hair visited 
his office and asked for "an assignment" because he was very anxious to help 
SMITH get the nomination* - 

That same week, according to SMITH, a mimeographed letter was 
sent out by the National Workers' League which did not contain' the signature 
of any responsible member urging all the members to work for the nomination 
and election of GERALD 34ITH. The next Sunday night WALTER WIHCHEIX in his 
weekly broadcast stated that the National Workers' League was endorsing GERALD 
SMITH for the United States Senate* 



- 8 - 
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SMITH explained that he suspected that this neatly dressed man 
with the smooth black hair was working for WALTER W1NGHHX in an attempt to 
couple the Rational Workers* League with atlTH's campaign so that WINCHELL 
would be able to point out that Fascist groups in Detroit were working together 
against the Go remnant* 

On July 28, 1%2, GERAID L. K. SMITH telephonic ally contacted 
the Detroit Field Division and asked to spesk to Special Agent In Charge JOHN 
S. BUGAS who was out of the office* SMITH then asked to spesk to the writer* 
The following te^phoneconversation between SMITH and the writer waa monitored 

or so ago he was called a Fascist by Time, Incorporated and by the March of 
Time, Incorporated* He indicated that he sued the corporation for slander and 
received a cash settlement* He indicated that more recently "Life* magazine 
has published s feature photographic article entitled, " Voices of Defeat" and 
has referred to SMITH as one of the American defeatists along with other lead- 
ing pre-war isolationists* 

SMITH continued that the individual responsible for these smears 



3fITH indicated that the purpose of his telephone call was to 
advi se the Federal Bureau of Investigation that two reporters for "Life" maga- 
■^•^ 9 registered at the Statler Hotel, and a nother whose name J^EJTH 

could no^ScaoTbut believed to have "VAN" in it J ET ■ , „ „ ■ -^31 

later advised that this other reporter 1 * name was fB^g^^^gBj were attempt- 
ing to make an appointment with him for the apparent purpose of Interviewing 
him about his own activities* SMITH stated that he suspected that this was Just 
part of a vicious conspiracy to defame him and he wanted to go on record as 
having given notice of the conspiracy to the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 

SMITH also stated that as part of this smear campaign a woman, 
whose name he did not know, frequently visited Badio Station WJR and inquired 
as to how she could get in touch with GERALD L. K. SMITH, saying that if she 
could do so, she knows that SMITH would obtain a deferment for her son so that 
he would not have to go into the army* SQTH Indicated further that he also 
wanted to go on record as stating that all such requests for deferment that 
are made to him are referred to the War Department and he makes no attempt to 
obtain deferments for his friends* SMITH said that he believed this was also 
part of the conspiracy calculated to show that SMITH is interfering with the 
war effort* 

SMITH blamed all these smear campaigns on Communists and other 
enemies of his and said that the Communists feel very secure by reason of the 
present situation and they have even started a smear campaign against ELMER 
DAVIS, Head of the Office of War Information. 
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further advised that SMITH is con- 

LIND HEBGB and has also attemDte^tocontaet 
^^^.^^^^Jto HHrai PORD» Through W^^r^^^f off tea t 

has obtained a tire made out of synthetic rubber which he expects to 

^™ he ," ak ! 3 * ****** «oeech Sap^ r Iti^hi^ on freoet ft. 
1942. ailTH also has been contactings^ fe«saa«-* - ^ 

and has asked him to obtain $1 , OCX) for hie camp&ign fund • 





A close friend of SCETH, 
America First Committee, advised SMITH 1 
recently and had a telephone conversation 
rep orted 



formerly of the 



with 



had not seen 
he belie red 



some messages for 3H1H from I 
him. SM] 



that 



convey when she next saw him* SMITH answered that he 
in three years and was not intimate with her, but 
get adequate support from her intimate friends* 



Thj 



Lo Station WJR, Detroit. Michigan, copies were ob- 
tained of SMITH 1 s radio addresses which were delivered at 7)1$ P*M*, on July 
19, 1%2, July 26, 1942, and August 2, 1942, which are as follows 1 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH 
1TJR, Detroit 
Sunday, July 19, 1942 

"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen] 



"My campaign for the United States Senate is not the ordinary political 
campaign* It is a crusading fight to preserve our American way of life 
in war and in peace* 

•The enemies of America are my enemies* Those who hate America, the America 
of Washington, Lincoln and Jefferson - will do anything - and when I say 
anything, I mean just that* They will do anything to keep this crusading 
end fighting voice off the floor of the United States Senate* 

"I have good news for my friends and bad news for my enemies* Tomorrow or 
Tuesday morning I shall file my nomination petitions* Under a new law that 
has just been passed, it Is very, very difficult for a candidate for the 
United States Senate to get in his petitions* They must come from at 
least 20 counties* Each petition must contain signatures from only one 
city or only one township. Seasoned politicians admit that it has never 
been as difficult to get on the Primary ballot as it is this year* 
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"That's why, ladies and gentlemen, that I wanted my friends to send In 
more than the number of names necessary* The required number is about 
10 thousand* I expect to file between 30 and 40 thousand names tomorrow* 
That means that through an organisation of crusading volunteers we haws 
obtained more than three times as many names as necessary to get on the 
ballot - and we very likely will present as many names as all other candi- 
dates for the Senate combined* 

"What a victory I What a demonstration of crusading courage on the part 
of my patriotic friends 1 

"Most candidates for office hire Individuals to go out and circulate 
petitions* I have hired no person to circulate petitions for me* On the 
contrary, most of the petition circulators have enclosed contributions of 
money with their petitions in order to help bear the printing and mailing 
costs* Every petition must be notarised* My crusading friends have paid 
for all their notary fees* 

"The people of Michigan and America know what I stand for, and Z say to you, 
my vicious and conniving enemies, and I am speaking right now to an outfit 
which at this very moment is preparing to print and circulate one all lion 
pieces of vicious literature against patriotic candidates* including my- 
self* The people of Michigan are not going to be disturbed by your lies, 
because they have been listening to me on this radio for about four years* 
The people of Michigan know that during those years nothing damaging or 
convincing has been said about me* 

"My friends know that all the wild concoctions and libelous statements 
that have been poured out recently have been invented and circulated in 
order to keep my fearless voice out of the United States Senate* 

"Before a great body of crusading leaders last night at the Masonic Temple 
in Detroit, I launched my Primary campaign* At that rally I listed my 14 
points* I shall refer to these 14 points briefly and then I am going to 
talk to you a few moments about the biggest political scandal of the year* 
H ear are the 14 points I am going to fight for in the days that are ahead, 
Just as I have fought for them in the days that have passed: 

»1* 100$ support of the war effort* 2* $100 per month for every man in 
the armed services. 3* Tires for everybody* 4* Free speech and free 
press for all good Americans, including Father Charles K» Cough lin* 5* A 
square deal for the Tcwnsend Plan* 6. America First in War and Peace* 
7* Build a hoop of military steel around AP»rica after this war which 
will guarantee protection from invasion and make it unnecessary to wage 
future wars of aggression. 8* 1 am reconsecrated to the 7 Basic Principles 
of the Committee of 1,000,000* 9. A farm program based on the teachings 
of the Holy Bible. 10* Fight without compromise in defense of Labor's 
right to organise and bargain collectively through leadership loyal to 
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"America and opposed to all forms of Nazi-Comnunism. 11* Food must com© 
before whiskey* 12* Save the little business man* 13* Protect the great 
tourist Industry. 14* Christ First In America* 

"As you readily see, I cannot develop all 1U points in one radio address, 
so now I propose to talk to you a few minutes about the biggest political 
scandal of the year - and this scandal comes under the heading of TIKES — 
AUTCMOBIIfi TIRES* 

"When I first announced for the Senate, I promised that if elected to the 
United States Senate I would carry on a crusading fight which would compel 
the bureaucrats and the monopolists to work out a program that would pro- 
Tide tires for everybody* Many of the newspapers and news services ignored 
every other one of the points in my platform but this and advertised my 
slogan to the nation and to the world - ■Tires for Everybody* 1 They thought 
such a promise would Inspire ridicule* One newspaper said, 'Any man who 
will make such a promise Is a demagogue* 1 I warned the newspapers of 
Michigan, both the weeklies and the dailies, not to ridicule this promise 
because I bad conferred with the rubber experts and that they would soon 
learn that I knew what I was talking about* 

"Bureaucrats and New Deal propagandists began to make dire predictions* 
We were told that there would be no tires until after the war, which would 
probably be l%i* or 1945* By Government edict, the sales of tires was pro- 
hibited except on a very restrained basis* 

"There is no way to estimate the discomfort and the pain and the anxiety 
that has been brought upon us by the tire situation* In the first place, 
I don't think we can win this war without tires for our citizens * Automobile 
tires are as much a part of our daily life as shoes* 

"The whole system of transportation and commerce is based on the theory that 
the automobile will continue to operate* I think that the operation of the 
automobile and tires for the civilians is just as important as ships, guns or 
aeroplanes. I don't believe that the factories of America can operate with- 
out automobile tires for the workers and for the families of the workers* 

"This problem has been bungled* When the facts are brought out, it will be 
revealed that the handling of this rubber tire situation will go down In 
history as the scandal of the generation* It will be revealed that much of 
our trouble has been due to plain* old-fas ione d stupidity, the ruthless 
operation of certain vested interests and the sadistic boondoggling of 
certain bureaucrats* 

"In a few moments I am going to read the most sensational news dispatch to 
appear in print since this rubber tire situation developed, but before I do 
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"to, I shall enumerate some of the critical situations that have developed, 
because of no tires* 1* The lack of automobile tires has slowed up our 
whole transportation system* 2* the lack of automobile tires has reduced 
the production of our factories making war materials. 3- The automobile 
tire situation has bankrupted literally hundreds and thousands of little 
independent businessmen who sell gasoline* tires and accessories* They 
are now going broke, while selfish interests are sending their agents 
around to buy up their filling stations and business locations at half 
price* 4* No automobile tires means bankruptcy for all the gasoline station 
people, except the stations owned by the big oil monopolies* 5* Because of 
the automobile tire situation the little garages are all going broke* 6* 
Because of the automobile tire situation the little storekeepers are going 
to the wall because the people cannot get to the stores and are trading with 
mall order houses instead of local storekeepers* ?• The mayor of the city 
of Mew York said that unless the tire and gasoline situation was solved, the 
intense life of that city would be so slowed down that pestilences would 
break out and diseases would be rampant* 6* The tourist industry of 
Michigan and other tourist states has already been virtually destroyed for 
the sunner, if not permanently* 9* If the tire situation is not solved, 
at least one-half the churches In Michigan and one-half the churches In 
America will be unable to operate, especially the churches that depend upon 
parishioners driving some distance* 

"I say to you preachers of the Gospel listening In that you had better 
wake up and join with those of us who are interested in this fight or you 
will find your churches dying of creeping paralysis, which can be traced 
to the shortage of tires and the threat of gasoline rationing* 10* If 
we don't get tires or begin to solve this tire situation, it will reduce 
the number of citisens who can vote this fall, especially you farmers and 
country people who live some distance from your voting places* 

"There la no way to separate the organisation of our community and national 
life from the uae of automobile tires* 

"Now I'm going to read to you what I told you a few moments ago was the 
most sensation news story since the outbreak of the war* What I am about 
to read was written by Nr. George Dixon, the eminent reporter of Washington, 
D*C* It appears in the New Tork Dally News, the largest daily newspaper 
in America, and it was written on last Tuesday, July lit* You won't believe 
your ears, but please listen while I read this newspaper story which prac- 
tically no other newspaper has carried, for some mysterious reason* 

America's tire and rubber industry Is all set to inform the Government 
and the nation that the rubber shortage is a myth, The News learned today* 
The official blowoff is scheduled for about two weeks hence* The occasion 
will be an exhibition conducted by the major rubber companies in the Hotel 
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"Mayflower. The heads of the industry will present charts showing there 
is absolutely no need to ration tires to conserve. The country is in a 
position to furnish tires to civilian users - even straight pleasure 
drivers - without hampering the military effort in any way, the rubber sen 
will demonstrate. Many of the figures - of which we had a confidential 
preview today - are startling. 

■ • The exhibition is a concrete result of months of fact-gathering by the 

• w O-t *vww v»«ujjci"J-c O Udl« J^WWMU bUC J.1 JULIA WtHldVAVU wu KVi"&BU 

out a demonstration which they say should completely convince even the 
toughest skeptic. 

■»XL1 the heads of the rubber industry are in Washington now. They have 
been 'holding day and night conferences for more than a week. They are 
prepared to lay the whole thing on the line for inspection, examination 
and investigation by the heads of the government agencies. 

of The question naturally arises as to why the rubber industry waited to 
long before presenting its facts* The truth - as we got it - seems incredible. 
Despite all the government surveys, the Government newer saw fit before now 
to ask the industry what facts it had to offer. • 

"Ladies and gentlemen, there you have it. If this, the largest daily news- 
paper in America, is not telling the trut|i - it should be declared irresponsible 
and seditious* But if this newspaper is true, which I have Just read, as I 
am confident it is - about 1000 bureaucrats, bungling bureaucrats, should be 
fired now. Why is this truth now coming to the surface? I believe it is 
coming to the surface for two reasons: First, because the rubber industry 
has discovered that if they don't get busy and reveal the facts, we* 11 make 
our rubber tires the way Doctor Hale of the Dow Chemical Company told us how 
to make them - out of corn, potatoes and wheat; and in the second place, I 

-I 4k4> *■ —.4- 1* 4m amm4m<» m.4» Vaa a *>k#%MA M a wVi r\ f man* nit Man. nrtfr. 

even the Devil, have been fighting and fighting and fighting. Row, who's 
the demagogue? Those who have kept our tires from us - or those of us who 
say we can have tires for everybody? 

"But Oh, how much trouble could have been avoided if this truth could have 
been known before these paralytic strokes had afflicted so many of us and 
so much of our national life* 

anh. «ou may not like Gerald Smi th because I am too plain spoken - but 1 
say' to America tonight - if you think you're going to solve these problems 
with stuffed shirt politicians and «rubber stamp 1 legislators — you have 
a guess coming. 

"Unless we old-rasloned jvnerxcans oegm uo bcdu uw ui?> wll^wi ^to^ w — 0 

and Senate, fearless fighters who have the courage and fortitude to expose 
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"these bureaucrats - to turn the spotlight on this stupidity — God only 
knoss iwaat a mess they'll get us into. 

"The only way I can get into the United States Senate is by the sacrificial 
support of the humble people, the plain people, the real people* I hers 
no big financial backers* Two days ago I didn't know where I was going to 
get the money to pay for this radio time that I am using right now. But 
if you people who listen to me, whether you are 20 miles In the country, 
whether you are a renter or an owner, a street sweeper or a businessman, 
whether you are balck or white, rich or poor - if you will help me in the 
future as you have helped me in the past, I can win* And nhn I win, it will 
be your victory* 

"No matter where you live all over America* if you will write to me f ollowr 
ing this broadcast, I will send you a photostatic copy of this newspaper 
story which I Just read on the rubber tire situation, with the exception that 
what I send you will be the full story* I only quoted a little of it* 

"Now, what I am about to say only my very good friends will want to hear* 
Because of the way this tire and gasoline situation has been handled, it 
will likely be very difficult for many of our friends to get to the polls 
on Septenber 15 • therefore* I began last night to organize the GERALD L. 
K. SMITH AUTOUCBILE CLUB* We expect 25,000 owners all over Michigan to 
volunteer to use their cars to not only haul themselves to the polls on 
September 15, but to make extra trips in order that old people, those too 
weak to walk, and good people whose tires are worn out, may have transporta- 
tion to the polls*) 

"Now, I want everyone listening to me now who wants me to go to the Senate 
to write in* I will send you a photostatic copy of this newspaper story 
about tires and I will tell you how to help organize the Gerald L. K* 3nith 
Automobile Club* 

"Don't worry about street address* Just write to me, Gerald L. K* Smith, 
Detroit* Michigan* No street address is necessary* 

"God bless you* God bless and save America*" 

# # '# 

■GERALD L* K* SMITH 
WJR, Detroit 
Sunday* July 26, 1%2 

"On last Monday I filed my nomination petitions* Several thousand names did 
not reach ae in time for the filing but, even so, I filed more names than any 
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•candidate for office in the State of Michigan. I filed 30,157 names/" 
which Beans that I filed seyeral thousand names acre than the Dsaocratin 
candidate for the Senate. I filed several thousand names sore than the 
Democratic and Republican candidate a for Governor and I filed as many 
names as ay two Primary opponents jfer the Senate both put together* '■ 

"So, I say to the vicious cnaracter assassins, the Communists and the 
Hew Deal 'wrecking crew 1 that has been sent into Michigan to get Gerald • 
L» K» 3nith - the first round is ay round* 

"Aside from the thousands of people who are not afraid to circulate ay 
petitions and sign ay petitions and boost as openly, there are literally 
thousands , yes, hundreds of thousands, of them that don't talk — but 
when they stand behind that curtain they're going to vote for ae because 
they know I aa a fighting, fearless, crusading candi&te* They know that 

T k. M 4 — ,. .4 — m. T V._-._ «L4. >.il4* k«^k 
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a radio commentator end as an editor of a fearless crusading Journal* 
But these silent people, these people that are for Gerald Snith and don't 
say anything about it, have been bulldozed, intimidated, abused, for so 
many years by New Deal political tyranny that they're going to take ad- 
rant age of this chance to support a man with sods old-fashioned, Christian 
American courage. 

•I'm not bothered by the ordinary newspaper comment* If you will Just 
read «n the newspapers which speak critically of me, they maks them** 
selves look ridiculous. To illustrate, Mr. Malcolm Bingay, the noted I. 
cynic of the Detroit Free Press, in his little Iffjr column likens ae to 
a flea on a dog* How, why should anybody be worried by a flea on a dog? 
But, Mr* Xelsey, writing In the Detroit News, leaves it to me to get out 
a big vote on Primary day* He suggests that the only thing that will give 
us a big vote on September 15 is for the people to be sufficiently scared 
of Gerald L« K. Snith* The current Mercury magazine takes 14 pages to r 
prove that I am the most dynamic and dangerous man before the public* : 

"So, there you have it, ladies and gentlemen* It's a long way from a flea 
to a dynamic, dangerous man* Evidently, my newspaper friends can't quite 
agree on just whether or not I am a flea or an elephant. ■,' . 

mm\ J« Ml k«^kM fh*v h.wn +.A maIta a 14 v\ ng 
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end they have to write something every day in order to be paid at the end 

of the week. '-'-.^ .'i ".- , ■ v. .v ;V . 5 m *yi .,. v^Or '.: 

■But an outfit has recently been formed in Detroit which will bear watch* 
ing. It is shot through and through with Communists but it is posing as 
a very respectable outfit. I will give the names of the members of this 
committee at some future date. The reason 1 am not naming them tonight _ 
is because I think there are some good Americans on the committee who will 
«mf %n resign when they find out that they have been 'city-slicked' by a'. 
' . bunch of New York Communists * . -"' - v» ■>: .} "': ' t< ,V> -i -'V':' .« : : & 
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■They announce that they ere some eort of a purge committee* They're 
going to defeat all the Congressman who were opposed to war before Pearl 
Harbor, they threaten* They used the word - purge, purge, purge* That 
sounds like Hitler to He* We don't want any purge committees in America 
and we don't want any Hew York Communists to cose out here to tell Michi- 
gan who they can hare in Congress or in the Senate. 

"Well, my old ruthless enemy, Walter Winchell, has popped up again with 
an article in a national magazine. I am told that the cost of writing 
and distributing this article in Michigan which is to be used against me 
was something more than ten thousand dollars* Mr. Winchell tries to smear 
me by putting my picture in a magazine along with some people who hare 
been accused of seditious activity* 

"Well, Kr. Winchell, the American people are getting fed up on your kind 
of stuff. You have participated in a campaign to smear some great people 
in America* I'm going to snme a few that you have smeared, Mr. Winchell. 
Henry Ford, Senator Burton K. Wheeler, the eminent commentator, Cameron* 
Added to this list you have smeared Senator Gerald P. Wye. Recently, on 
the floor of the United States Senate, Senator Bennett Champ Clark accused 
you of being part of a smear conspiracy against that great Christian 
patriot and chairman of the Kara! Affairs Committee, David X. Walsh* Tea 
have criticised Col. Batterson, the heroic editor of the New Tork Mews, 
the largest daily newspaper in America* He was wounded 7 times in the 
last war, while you, Walter Winchell, a Lieutenant-Commander in the Havy, 
are serving out your time during this bloody conflict on Broadway, with 
an income running into six figures per year* 

"As ao other man, you exploited and publicised the kidnaping of Lindbergh's 
little baby* You picked the publicity bone dry on this tragic drama* and 
then you led the procession of 'cat-callers', who insisted on smearing 
and attacking and persecuting Charles A* Lindbergh because of his attitude 
toward the war before Pearl Harbor. And, now, you and a certain weekly 
magazine, for which you write, are participating in another campaign to 
force Mr* Lindbergh out of his seclusion where he is devoting 24 hours a 
day doing scientific research at the Ford Motor Company in order that we 
may win this war* 

"Tou, Mr. Winchell, and a doaen other news-hounds who thrive on sensational 
publicity are thirsting again for the chance to pick at Mr* Lindbergh and 
persecute this America's hero* 

"Tou, Mr. Walter WincheU, were one not satisfied to leave the discipline 
of a pariah priest to Archbishop Mooney of Detroit - but you, an ^ider, 
^toedothers in striking the lash to the back of Father Charles B. Coughlin< 
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•Well, according to the list of notables I have just named, who are on 
your black Hat, Mr. Winchell* it a ems to be an honor to be roared by 
7©u* 

"And now you start on me and wind up by condemning me because I have been 
endorsed by Senator Robert Reynolds and Senator Gerald Nye and Congress- 
Ban Boy Woodruf ♦ Now, I repeat to you, Mr. Winchell, what I said some 
weeks ago* I make this challenge — I shall call on the pastor of the 
Christian church to which I belong - you call on the Jewish rabbi who is 
the pastor of the synagogue to which you belong - then we will ask your 
Jewish rabbi, Mr* Winchell, and my Christian pastor to select a Catholic 
priest* Let these three men of God study my career* And if I have not 
been a loyal Christian American, according to their Judgment, I shall re- 
tire, from this Senate race and from public life* But if this committee 
of three, Mr. Winchell, which shall include your Jewish rabbi pastor, my 
Christian pastor and a Catholic priest of their choosing - if this com- 
mittee finds that I have been a loyal Christian American, then you shall 
get off the radio, stay out of Michigan politics and go into the Navy on 
a fulltime basis like the rest of the Navy officials of America* 

"Ladies and gentlemen, isn't it singular that these 'gad-flies', these 
harping critics, these ridicule-mongers and these character assassins - 
isn't it singular that they did not manifest much concern about Gerald L. 
K. Saith until I announced for the United States Senate? 

"Some of thought I was exaggerating when I prophesied the deadly potions 
that were being mixed by the political witch doctors of America. Even 
you, my best friends, said - surely, Mr. Smith is excited. His enemies 
are not as desperate as he claims. Three weeks ago an article appeared 
in a New York magazine known for its pro-Communist attitudes under the 
headling, 'Keep this man out of the Senate, no matter what the cost.' 

k~A +Ka mom fk.« vM.f A -f«n,t +a 4m *.M o Was ripT»nTri T.. 1T~ ftni+.h*. 
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"Well, ladies and gentlemen, I believe I'm going to the Senate. I believe 
that the more they smear me, the stronger I shall become. I expect to be 
called everything on the calendar. The atheistic enemies of America cringe 
like hissing serpents when they hear me cry out the slogan, 'Christ First 
in America* ' They called me a demagogue when I said we can have tires 
for everybody* And now, the great rubber industry admits that the rubber 
abort age is a myth and we can have tires for every automobile In America 
4 f - e caR r £. cl i S the rubber situation from the boondoggling bureaucrats 
that have so ruthlessly messed it up* 

"If I win this fight, it will be the people's victory* I have no big 
financial backers in spite of the lies of my enemies. The money for my 
campaign comes from the plain people and every week I wonder where I a 
going to get the money to pay for my radio time* 
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"I canH explain it, but God Almighty has given me a great sense of 
assurance* Confidence is in ay heart* a warm passion to do the right 
is in my soul* Only crusading courage can solve the problems of this 
deadly hour* Regardless of the price , I shall continue to be the 
voice of the voiceless » the defender of the weak* I move toward the ; 
United States Senate, committed to those 14 basic principles of my 
campaign, which are as follows! 1* 100£ support of the war effort* 
2* $100 per month for every man in the armed services* 3* Free speech 
and free press for all good Americans, including Father Chas* £• Coughllh, 
4* A square deal for the Townsend Plan* 5* Tires for everybody* (By 
using the wisdom of science instead of the bureaucratic bungling of monopoly- 
controlled politicians*) 6* Preservation of America's national sovereignty 
under the slogan, 1 America First in War and Peace* 1 7* The building of 
a hoop of military steel around America after this war which will guarantee 
protection from invasion and make it unnecessary to wage future wars of 
aggression. 8. I am recommitted to the seven basic principles of the 
Commit tse of 1,000,000. 9* A farm program based on the teachings of 
the Holy Bible* 10. I shall fight without compromise for Labor's right 
to organize and bargain collectively through leadership loyal to America 
and opposed to all forms of Nazi-Communism* 11* Less sugar for whiskey 
and more sugar for children* 12* Save the little businessman* 13* Pro- 
tect the great tourist industry* 14* 'Christ First in America* * 

*Pray for me - stand with me during this, my hour of great persecution. 
I stand at the door of Gethsemane* I am about to be thrown into a poli- 
tical torture chamber equipped with the most modern inventions which a 
ruthless bureaucracy can supply in its desperate attempt to hold back a 
rising tide of Impassioned opposition* Nothing can stop me, as long as 
I can keep my faith in God and have the prayers of the people* 

"If America will put Christ first - if America will return to her altars 
of prayer - if America will send to her seats of government men reconse- 
crated to the teachings of Christ and to the love of God and to the old- 
fashioned American faith of our fathers — America can live* 

» » » 

•GERALD L. K. SMITH 
WJR, Detroit 
Sunday, August 2, 1942 

"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

•This summer may be the last time that fearless men with crusading con- 
victions will have an opportunity to seek high office on real issues, unless 
the people are alert* Tou, who have listened to me through the years, can 
now begin to see the desperation of my enemies and the viciouaness of my 
opposition* 
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■I do not look upon my opposing candidates as my sneales* Uj real 
opposition is coming from a set of Coonunlst and subversive individuals eh© 
will stop at nothing to keep me out of the United St at as Senate* Up to 

this moment en emies seem to be operating through two chief outlets* 

"First, an organization in Michigan known as the Civil Rights Federation. 
This organisation for years has been considered a Cozanun ist-f ront mechan- 
ism. They campaigned to free Earl Browder, the No* 1 Red. This organisation 
was org In ally formed to fight the amide-Baldwin Bill* This bill was in- 
troduced in the State Legislature of Michigan for the purpose of outlawing 
the Coonunist Party and for the purpose of keeping the Communist Party off 
the Michigan ballot* An organization was formed to put the Coonunist Party 
on t£© Michigan ballot to support the attempt of the Communist Party to 
be on the Michigan ballot. And this organization developed Into what we 
now know as the Civil Rigjts Federation* 

"Many of the officers of this organization has- been and are Communists*. 
Some months ago the president of the organization resigned, one Oven Knox, 
because, said he, 'The CivJL Rights Federation is controlled by the Communist 
Party.' 

nNcnr this Bed outfit wants Father CoughUn and Gerald t»* K* Snith investi- 
gated by a Grand Jury. In other words, they are asking that an instrument 
of the Government be used to persecute us, investigate us, indict us, 
and, as one Red said in a rally held on Woodward Avenue some days ago - 
*We Communists hope to lock Gerald L* K. Smith in the same prison cell as 
that vacated by Earl Breeder. 1 

"Ladies and Gentlemen, when the time comes that a set of atheistic Com- 
munists in America are attempting to imprison the preachers of Christ 
and patriotic Christians, while atheistic Reds run loose upon the streets 
— if that time has come in America, it's time for those of us who love 
our Christ and love our America to stand up and fight, in defense of our 
traditional liberties. 

"And I serve notice here and now on a certain set of conspirators that 
have been sent into Detroit to get Gerald L. K. Snith. Tou are going to 
have a fight on your hands and if you start anything with me, you're going 
to be terribly surprised when you discover Just how far it will go and Just 
Kqw long it will take you to stop it* 

"Some very, very bad people and some very vicious elements are active in 
America today. And some very good Christian Americans are being hurt and 
their patience is being tried* 



"Everybody listening to me right this minute might not understand the 
import of what I am about to say* But there are some people listening 
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"in who will understand what I nan* Why don't you have enough eenae to 
know when you have gone far enough? In your panic to destroy your oppo- 
sition and in your hysteria to silence ran like Gerald 3nith - have you 
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"The other outlet for my enemies seems to be Walter Winchell* Walter Win- 
ch ell made a very, very vicious attack on me* Mr* Winchell lives in New 
York City* His income runs to six figures per year. Who said Walter Win- 
chell should name the next United States Sean tor from Michigan? Are the 
people of Michigan going to permit a New York columnist to select their re- 
presentatives in the United States Senate and Congress? 

"Now., I repeat again the challenge I made to Mr, Winchell last Sunday 
night 5 ° ; " 

"I make this challenge - I shall call on the pastor of the Christian Church 
to which I belong - you call on the Jewish rabbi who is the pastor of the 
synagogue to which you belong - then we will ask your Jewish rabbi, Sir* 
Winchell, and ay Christian pastor to select a Catholic priest* Let these 
three men of God study my career* And if I have not been a loyal Christian 
American, according to their Judgment, I shall retire from this Senate race 
and from public life* But if this committee of three, l£r* Winchell, which 
shall Include your Jewish rabbi pastor, my Christian pastor and a Catholic 
priest of their choosing — if this committee finds that I have been a 
loyal Christian American, then you shall get off the radio, stay out of 
Michigan politics and go into the Navy on a fulltime basis like the rest 

vi uae navy viiici&u vi aiuox-ags* 

"In his attack on me, Mr, Winchell warns the readers of a certain national 
magazine not to be deceived by the fact that I have an old-fashioned American 
name - it being Smith, Well, mr* Walter Winchell, my name is Smith and my 
father, still living, is a Gospel preacher and his father was a Gospel 
preacher and all my relatives who could qualify fought and bled to preserve 
the Union* Tes, my father's name was Smith and my grandfather's name was 
Smith and my great-grandfather's name was Snith — and they were all Americans 
and we have kept the name we were bom with* 

"What was your name when you were born, Mr* Winchell? And what was your 
father's name and *at was your grandfather's name? Write that down on a 
piece of paper, Mr. Walter Winchell, so the world can read it* 

•Ladies and gentlemen, I'd rather die in a prison csmp - I'd rather be 
shot down by an assassin, Just as I saw Huey Long shot down within six 
feet of me by an assassin who was part of a plot, which has not yet been 
unfolded* Tes, I'd rather die - I'd rather be killed - I'd rather be 
imprisoned than to surrender my right to be a good patriotic Christian 
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"American with freedom of speech and with freedom of press, devoted 
to the American way of life. And I'd rather drop dead at this micro- 
phone than to live in an America run by Walter Winchell and his sort* 

"Since I spoke to you last Sunday night, I have been In conference with 
some of the greateet scientists and industrialists on earth* I mean just 
that — some of the greatest on earth* I now know that this tire problem 
could have been solved six months ago, if it could have been put into 
the hands of scientists and statesmen instead of bungling bureaucrats* 
I know that if the bureaucrats in Washington will give Mr* Henry Ford the 
liberty he needs, he can begin to furnish rebuilt tires to 200,000 Ford 
workers within sixty days* If Mr. Ford is given his freedom, he can furnish 
rebuilt tires and begin to furnish new tires to every war worker In Michi- 
gan within six months, whether he works for General Motors, Briggs Body, 
Chrysler or what not* 

"And 1 know further that if Mr. Henry Ford and his friends, such as Dr. 
Dow of the Dow Chemical Company, if given liberty, could work out a plan 
for rebuilding and servicing and retreading tires for every automobile 
owner in America* And I know that the materials that would be used in 
the manufacture of this substitute rubber, which Mr. Ford already knows how 
to make — I know these materials are not critical war materials and could 
be used without hurting the Army, the Navy or the air force and without in 
any way injuring the war effort* 

"Furthermore, I know that synthetic rubber can be made from corn, potatoes 
and wheat and that we have enough farm products going to waste or stored 
up in America right now to make all the rubber we need* 

"When I launched my campaign for the United States Senate, I promised to 
carry on a fight that would get tires for everybody* Now, I make a work 
of prophecy* Within two weeks the New Dealers and the bureaucrats are 
going to try to do something to head me off on this tire business* I 
have already smoked out the rubber trust - I'm smoking out the bureaucrats 
and I have exposed the great international rubber monopoly* 

"If, a3 a candidate for the Senate, I am able to force - through the mobili- 
sation of public sentiment - these bureaucrats into a position where they'll 
have to turn the solution of this problem over to the great industrial states- 
men — it will be one Instance in political history where a candidate ful- 
filled his campaign promise during the campaign and before he was elected* 

"If some people in Washington including high officials would spend less 
time talking with New York politicans about the Governor's race and about 
who is going to have control of the New York delegation at the next Demo- 
cratic Convention — if these Washington officials would spend less time 
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"talking to Tammany Hall politicians and political party connivers and - 
■ore time consulting with men like Henry Ford and Dr. Dow and Mr. C. E« 
Sorenson — we could begin to have tires by Labor Day, lota of them by 
Christmas and plenty of them by Easter, 

ttNow.hgTO i« an announcements X am speaJdng in person at the Saginaw* 
Michigan Auditorial this coming Thursday night, August 6. I am going 
to deliver a fearless , dynamic speech that will contain much - and when 
I say much, I mean much - that you never hear over the radio. 

"And here is the surprise* At this meeting I will display, so everybody 
attending the meeting can see it, a tire built with substitute rubber* 
I will show you pieces of this substitute rubber and I will show you a tire 
built with substitute rubber that has been used 5,000 miles. 

« Just think, ladies and gentlemen, here we are in Michigan with our tourist 
industry going broke, with our filling station people going broke, with our 
war industries being slowed down for want of tires* And right within the 
borders of our own state we have two of the greatest industries on earth - 
the Dow Chemical Company and the Ford Motor Company. These two together 
could supple tires for everybody in Michigan, if we could pursuade a set 
of bureaucratic politicians in Washington to remove the leg~irons and the 
hand-cuffs from these great industrial statesmen who know the solution to 

+ h-^ e TWrtKl mm - 

"Oh, God save us, God save us, God save us. I repeat, God save us. 

"Now, I want everybody that can get there to come to this Saginaw Rally 
this coming Thursday night at the Saginaw City Auditorium. I want to meet 
you personally. 1 want you to hear truth that you will be unable to hear 
any other place, because I don't know of another candidate for another 
office in Michigan that has the courage or the will to say what I'm going 
to say Thursday night at Saginaw, Michigan* 

"And, don't forget that you're going to see a sensational eadiibit of tires 
built of substitute rubber. 

"And, ladies and gentlemen, remember that although I use the slogan, 'Tires 
for Everybody' - that's only one plank in my platform of fourteen Tearless 
principles. 

a£st me remind you again of the great rally to be held at Saginaw, Michigan 
this coming Thursday" ni^ht at the Saginaw City Auditorium. 

« « # 
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said that GERAU) L. K» Si.HR occupies 
the entire twentieth floor of the Indue trial national Bank Building. Detroit, 
Michigan, with the exception of one small of floe* He said that he had no idea 
how much rent was paid by SMITH and did not even know whether S£ITH actually 
paid rent for his office* SMITH pays his clerical help from thirty-five eents 
an hour to forty cents an hour and has approximately seven regular stenographers 
and mail elerkst 




When 3JITH is rushed, he obtains extra mail clerks in groups 
from Catholic schools* 



Informant stated that SUHH rarely comes to his office, but 
spends most of his time at his home, 1753 Seyburn, Detroit, Michigan, and 
practically every afternoon SMITH Is at the Statler Hotel In the Cafe Rouge. 





that 3JITH always pleads poverty and is 

continually asking for contributions in his circular letters and at his meet- 
ings. These appeals are very successful and a substantial income is derived 
through these media. Although SMITH always claims he is a poor man, Informant 
stated he lives well in a large home and has a Negro chauffeuran^pends p/ 

Hot el in the Cafe Ro uge, lylgffi'Jwl^ y 
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According to Informant, aOTH ie making a great appeal to the 
former followers of Father COUGHLIN and this appeal appears to be quite suc- 
cessful* He frequently defends Father COUGHLIN f s right of freedom of speech 
and criticises the Comnuniets for persecuting Father COUGHLIN and GHULD SMITH 
together* 

^ ^ a well-known middle-aged woman in downtown Detroit, 

formerly sold COTaiLSPsmagaaine, "Social Justice ," at the comer of Woodward and 
State Street, in fron t of the S. S > Kresge Company store. Since "Social Justice" 
has been discontinued 
Flag" on the same co rner * 




According to Informant, the booklet entitled, "Too Much Roosevelt," 
by GERALD L. K. SCITH is still being distributed at the office and sales have 
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into the war. 



Thie copy is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field ; 
Division, Inasmuch as the Bureau has previously been furnished with a copy* V 

Informant stated the sane is true about aOTH'e booklet entitled, 
"Dangerous Biemies," which is demoted almost entirely to an expose of Communist 
activities in the United States. ; 

A copy of thie booklet, which was obtained from Informant, ±§ .' 
also being maintained in the files of the Detroit Field Office. 

Informant also presented to the writer a booklet entitled, ■War- 
mongers and the Threat of War," by GERALD L. K. 3tITH. It was not known whether 
this book has been distributed since the entry of the United States into the ' 

war* ■■ _.' • -• '■• -t ■,. . . >....';, 

This booklet is also being retained in the files of the Detroit : 
Field Division*- • , , - •- <■ '. 




_____ Informant indicated that 

_ ice aU'fH bas embarked on a political campaign, he is not permitted to ask for 
money over the radio but he continues to ask for it in practically every letter 
he circulates. - 7 - ? '/■■■■<■ ■■ 




^ Informant obtained a copy of a booklet entitled, "The Hoop of 5 
Steel," by teU£B L. K. SMITH, copyrighted by him in 1%2< The thesis of this 
pamphlet i_s to the effect that although it nay be necessary to cooperate wltn ; 
Great Britain,, and Russia in order to win a victory, the United States should ; 
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abstain carefully from participating in any international alliance with any 
other government after 'victory is attained. SMITH suggested in this thirty* 
one page pamphlet that the United States protect itself after the war is won 
with a "hoop of steel, " in other words, such adequate armaments that no other 
nation, or combination of nations , could ever attack the United States success* 
fully. 

In a "Postlude" to this pamphlet. SIXTH objects to the wartime 
censorship of facts because of the fear that the true news would break the 
morale of the people* 

This pamphlet is being retained in the file of the Detroit 

Field Office. 

informant also submitted to the writer one copy each of the 
April! May and June, 1942, issues of "The Cross and the Flag," a calendar for 
1942 showing one photograph of Mr. and Mrs. GERALD L. K. SMITH and one photo- 
graph of Url and Mrs. GERALD L. K. SMITH with their son, GEitALD, JR. 

Informant also submitted to the writer the following documents s 

One copy of Bill H R 1776 (Lease Lend Bill) with the following 
handwritten notation: "Dear Friends Below is a copy of a bill 
which, if it passes, will make Mr. Roosevelt a dictator and 
lead us into war* /s/ Gerald L. K. Smith." "If you want more 
conies of this bill, address your request to GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, Box 459, Detroit, Michigan --Committee of 1,000,000." 

One circular letter dated August 1, 1942, announcing a meet- 
ing to be held at Saginaw, Michigan, on August 6, 1942. 

One circular letter dated May 6, 1942* 

Ode circular letter entitled, "I OONFESS" (previous radio 
address by SMITH). 

Che circular letter entitled, "A Vital Message." 

One circular letter entitled, "Time to Clean House" (previous 
radio address by SMITH). 

One circular letter entitled, "Reds on the Throne - Patriots 
on the Cross" (Previous radio address by SMITH). 

One four-fnge pamphlet entitled, "The Symbol of a Crusade - 
Committee of 1,000,000." 

Che circular letter dated July 18, 1942. 
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One circular letter congratulating workers on obtaining 
signatures to nominating petitions* 

One circular letter headed, "Very Import ant I" and art at* 
ing, "As a circulator of my nominating petitions you are 
now ready to qualify as a United States Senate Campaign 
Advisor* • ** 

Che copy of pages 16 and 17 "FM W publication, dated October 
28, 1942, at New Tork City, showing lord Halifax attending 
a Russian Relief Rally, with the following handwritten 
inscription: "Please observe that the , Red l flag of Russia 
is in the center and hangs as high as the Stars and Stripes* 
Note how much money was raised* /s/ Gerald L« K« Snith, 
National Chairman, Committee of 1,000, OCX), Post Office Box 
459, Detroit, Michigan*" 



ENCLOSURES 



,To the Bureau - -- -- -- -- -- -- - -Two photostatic copies of a 31-Page 

pamphlet entitled, "The Hoop of 
Steel," by GERALD L. K. 

One copy of "The Cross and the Flag, 
July 1942 Issue* 

One copy of the article entitled, 
"Gerald Smith's Bid for Power," by 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, taken from . 
"The American Mercury," August 1942 
issue* 



FENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 

At Nobles ville j, Indiana: 

Will obtain documentary proof of membership of GERALD L« K. 
SMITH and lira. GERALD L. K. SMITH in WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY's Silver Shirts 
of America, believed to be No, 3223 , and also information about, and document- 
ary proof of, any correspondence between PELLET and SMITH which would indicate 
SMITH'S Fascist sympathies. Previous information has Indicated that PELLET 
received a letter dated August 15, 1933, from SMITH* 



THE KANSAS CITI FIELD DIVISION 

At Kansas City , Missouri ; 

Will report information in the files of the Kansas City Field 
Division concerning GERALD L. K. SMITH'S association with De PRIEST. 



THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

At Alma, Michigan! 

* Will cent act ^ B relative to Information 
In his possession concerning activities of GERALD L/1C, SMITH* 

At Detroit j Michigan ; 

* m»-lrxtain further contact with 
for information concerning 

* Will contact _ 
Company, relative to information in his possess 






_ _ Ford Motor 

concerning activities of 3ilTH« 



* Will maintain contact with other informants for additional 
information relative to SMITH'S activities 7 * 

* Will intervj ^ y^S^ ^?^gSS^j| National Bank Build- 
ing, for additional information concerning SMITH'S background and activities* 
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To : Assistant Attorney General Hen dell Berge 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: OERALD UUkft KENNETH SMITH, with alias 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEOITIOH 



Thore are enclosed he rewith 
of the reports of Special Agent 
dated August 11, 1942, and Specii 
City, Kissourl, dated August 11, 1942, in 
natter. 



isidoratlon, copies . 

jit, yichigan, ^7 
ft Kansas 

>ve-captioned 



I sa elso enclosing hererrith for your consideration, a 
photostatic copy of the July, 1942 issue of "The Cross and the 
Jlac", which is published by the subject of this investigation. 

Enclosure 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



iNO.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



DETROIT, MICHIQaH 



FILE NO. 



100-3598 



MKWT HAM AT 



kamsas cut, ussocri 8-ii-*2 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH HADE 

7-30,8-1,2-42 



GERJLU) LTHAN KENNETH SMITH, 
aka Gerald L. K. Smith 
THE'GtalMTTTKB fF 0MK MTWf» 



REPORT HAH BY 




BIS 



IMTSINAL SBCUTUYT 
SEDITICaJ 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



in Apru* May, aaa jwne, xssues ox -me uexenaar 1 , 
Reverend GERALD B. WEiROD, Wichita, Kan aaa, publiehed 
articles and radio speeches written by SMITH* Investi- 
gation of eTNROD shows no farther collaboration of SMITH 
and WTHRQD. 



-BGC - 



BEFEREHCEt 



DETaXLSi 



Reports of Special Agent 




dated at Detroit 




A review of the Kansas City investigative files of Reverend 
GERALD B^wTNROD shows that GHtAID LYMAN KENNETH SMITH has 
collaborated with H1HRCD only by the fact that WBiRQD in his 
monthly publication, "The Defender 11 has printed radio address- 
es by SMITH and excerpts from SMITH* S publication, "The Cross 
and Flag,* 

The April, 1942 issue of "The Defender 0 carried a radio address 
by SMITH entitled, "Christ First in War or peace," a reprint 
of an article from SMITH'S publication regarding TIALTBl WIHCHELL, 
an editorial by WINROD recommending SMITH 1 S publication, and a 
full page advertisement of SMITH'S publication* 

•The Defender" of May, 1942 printed the radio address entitled, 
"The Cross And The Flag", and the June, 1942 issue carried 
"Christ First in America", abridged radio address by SMITH. 

- . ./ 

It is not advisable to interview Jtrs* GERALD WTNRQD regard- 
ing the nature of the relationship between WINROD and SMITH as 
is no longer considered a reliable source of information 




08 OCT 



concerning WJBRCD'S associates* 

It is suggested tkt| recontacted for further specific information 
regarding the natore o^contacte SMITH la reported to bare had with HNRGD» 
If this contact concerned only the copy for SMITH'S articlea printed in 
■The Defender", no inveatigaticQ will be o endue ted In this district* 

Phot OB ta tie copies of articles and radio addresses by SMITH which appeared 
in the April, May, and June, 1942 issues of "The Defender" are being enclosed 
to the Detroit Field Division* Oaa photostatic copy of above-nan tloned arti- 
cles la being retained In the files of the Kansas City Field Division Office. 

ENCLOSURES: TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

Three photostatic copies of articles and radio 
addresses by SMITH appearing in the April, May, 
and June, 1942 issues of "The Defender." 



REFERRED UPCN COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE CF CRIODf 
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^ Attorney General Blddle, 
^ Washington, D»C« 

Dear Sir: 




i AUG lj J942 



.Gerald L>J^mUhaade a speech here today and he went after Rooee- 
252^ ^ RUtor 8111 that would^l^ne 6 

R* Bald that ffSnry Ford oould make aynthetic rubber and be In pro- 
fit 011 i n 6 ° day»- NOW la there any law to keep Fordfrom goln« 
a?!** ?£* M £ ln f «»»•«• «wd selling it to- the P Sople? 5 He 

also, told about how The Dow Chemical Co., cSuld make It tob. How 
^-i h ~? I* n °'J a : to^keep them from making It why In hell don? 

^.f*^ and , d0 li t : 0r * 18 that only political talk? I? they 
can do It go ahead and do It or ahut up. 

rt the new deal paying the farmera for not producing stuff. 

bur the a^niu«T,i ?v," W °S ld ?? T * ralBed hel1 for the Government to 
buy the aurplue like the Brazil Government la doing about Coffee. 

w n !E£ Bft i d *», dam W °? d . about the P e °P le on relief that could not 
buy what food they needed, no not a word. 

Why dont the FBI inveatlgate him and get a Hat of the onea who la 
^Sri? g Mn?„« B b J oad ?«"ng expenaea? I will bet old HaSk ForS J& 
General llotora and other rich Republicans are donating to him. We 
should know, eo why not get the FBI on hla tail anS *n?w Mm up. 



Sincerely yours : fi 





a ■•; .A: i 





62-43818-118 



Aacutt 25, 1943 




D»arl 

I with to adrit* that jour letter of 
recent date hat aeon received at this Bureau ay 
referenee froa the attorney Oeneral*e Of flea. 

Tour eourtoty and Interest la nrlnciaf 
this aatter to the attention of this Department are 
Indeed appreciated. Ton may aa ataured that the content 
of your letter hat aeon noted and will receive appropriate 
eon ii deration. 



Since re ly yourt. 



John Bdfar loorer 
Director 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
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Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH &-ITH 
INTERVAL SEGURITY - SEDITION 
(62-i3818F 





Mi. Iji-'-^J 








MT.Motiuiie 




Mr. QuLl-h Tsma — - 




Mr. Nefcse — — 











Dear Sir: 




The following inronnation was oo Lame a iromij 
whose identity is known to you, for the period of August 
lugust 1Y. SMITH has been contacting officials of the Ford Motor 
Company for various types of assistance in his political campaign for 
the nomination of Uni ted States Senat or^Qr^he^kgte^f Michigan. He 
has been dealing ^th te^J^^^^^^^^^^^^^^nenyattempt 
to obtain a sound truc^^^ano^^nas^KooDLaTneafr^^ 
office an auto no bile tire made out of syntheticrubber. MrTandMrs^ 
SMITH have been continuing cont act ingV B himself, but no 



import efit cants cte &rc btlieVcd to haw ucea uiouS since August 3* 1942* 



^ On August 3, 1942, Mrs. 
member of^imeri 



MURRA^ X KNOVtlES , former prominent 
irica First Committee in Detroit ' 9 Michi^n, advised SMITH 
telephonically that she had Just returned from a trip to Chicago, Illinois, 
where she spoke to Mrs. ELIZABETH^DILLING over the telephone. Mrs. KNO^IES 
said that Mrs. DILLETG did not pull any of her punches. Mrs. DTT.TJNG con- 
sidered that her principal concern, in view of the indictment against her 
in Washington, D. C, was to hire one of the best attorneys available. 
i/wg t KNCiiIES also said that she fed messages for SJ1ITH fro in Mrs* DILL IMG 3 
which she would convey to him when she saw him. Mrs. KNCR'JI£S continued 
that Mrs. DILLIKG would like to come to Michigan and speak at a rally. 
SiaTH did not look upon the proposal with favor. As far as Mrs. DIILIKG , S 
trial was concerned, SMITH suggested that she would no doubt get all the 
support she needed from her intiirate friend, and SICITH said that he had 
not seen Mrs. DILLING in three years. S-5ITH made it very clear by hi 6 
coolness that he had no desire to collabor^j^^th Mrs. DILIJNG in any ^ 
way since she was under indictment. . b ^ ^ ^ ^ % J ^ ' /I 

fi!\ 0 1 ft)n A " g " Rf Irfn tSi ) T n f TH,S &R^I^0i3^?eceived 
./jUfephohs call ^ , r°^j|^^^^^S^^^^|Bs^iyii^i£ hts F e ? e 4 r ation, a ') 

AcaMunist fron^^gan^aTTcn^posin^^^ M iietho'di'st 
mini ster. V^^^ftrais ed strenuous objecTionstoto? conteait of SklTWS 



ctions to tne cont 

radio broadcast, August and said that he was- going to complain - ; 

SMITH told; 
a Jew~br ! 



mu±U DlUii UUtlo U August; <c y tuiu s>axu i/ua.v naa- 5«ii»5 « 

/Co" ,his tfLsffopI fjflfen jfcOEAE ?repprted tbis^conversationto SLI 
^Co^jTunil th * fTl J |aid | ne^ was ^BIBiVV * aS € 



wFIEs DESTROYED 
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un August 3. iq/.o ^gjj-„ y - ■ a^Mlii 

spoke to ■^^ L | B ^ ^^Bof Baton nouge, Louisiana, ana requested a 
contribut^^or$^D^^K>r SMITH'S campaign, ■ promised to see 
what he could do about obtaining it* 

Cn August 5, 1942, SMITH obtained a synthetic rubber 
tire from the Ford Motor Company, and as soon as he received it he 
tele phone d^^S25|llJ|B of Ford Motor Company, and complained that the _ 
synthetic ruWSf^m^ave ry strong odor, SMITH immediately called fib'ctfp 
HALE, of Dow Chemical Company, Midland, Michigan, whom SMITH publicly 
regards as an authority on synthetic rubber* Doctor HALE commented that 
things are not going in Washington the way they want them to* SMITH was 
vitally interested in finding cut whether the President had signed or 
vetoed the rubber bill passed by Congress. 

On August 6, 1942, SMITH held a political meeting at 
Saginaw, Michi^n, and introduced his synthetic rubber tire, announcing 
that such products could be turned out easily if it were not for restric- 
tions emanating from Y/ashington. He did not disclose the source from 
which he obtained the tire* 

On August 5, 1942, Mrs. MURRAY KNCWIf S re turned; jo Det roit 
from another visit to Chicago, where she interviewed 
Again she spoke to Mrs. DILLING over the phone. Mrs. KWUWLbS 'reported to 
Mrs* SMITH that the organizations are all working along the same line and 
that the Citizens Ccmnittee in Chicago Is very "happy". 

Special Agents of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, Treasury 
Department, are actively investigating SMITH'S alleged fraud in filin g his 
,ax returns, and they are interviewing SMITH and his attorney, MM 




SMITH'S attorney, ■ wL has made inquiries con- 

cerning the results of the HamiltonFishelection in the state of Kew 
York. 

SMITH has raised strenuous objection to the statements by 
WALTER WDICHE IX in "Liberty Magazine" last week to the effect that SMITH 
had been indicted. SMITH gave a news release to the United Press that he 
was contemplating instituting a $1,000,000 libel suit against "Liberty 
Magazine" and WALTER^ilNCHELL* SMITH discussed this same subject with Mr. 
MARLOWE of the "Chicago Tribune"* SMITH advised the publishers of "Liberty 
Magazine" of their misstatement, and SMITH received a telegram in reply as 
follows: "We are sorry for the error in Mr* ttinchell's article. An apology 
and retraction is appearing in the first available issue..,". The "Chicago 
Tribune" for Sunday, August 9, carried a story publicizing the retraction of 
YJINCHELL'S misstatement by "Liberty Magazine"* 

*^ 
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On August 15, 1942, Mrs, KN07JLES spoke to Mrs, SMITH, i" 
and told her that "someone" called her from Chicago and wanted to leave 
at noon on the train but would not cane to Detroit unless "they" could 
see SMITH, lire. KNCJWLES said that she was supposed to have wired "her" 
last night but now will have to telephone and disguise the message so 
that "she" will know what she means* Mrs. SMITH was emphatic in telling 
Mrs* KNOWIES that the SMITHS will have to be out of town and there would 
be no possible way of "her" seeing them. Mr. SMITH then spoke to Mrs* 
KN0WI£S and told her to be sure to tell "her 11 that the SMITHS are not 
evading "her", but Insisted that there should be no telephone calls or 
telegraphic messages under these circumstances* SMI2H told Mrs. KN0V7LES 
that he could not wain her enough to be careful, because he knows many 
things that she does not* Mrs. KN0Y2IES replied that the woman in Chicago 
had tried to call SMITH but could not get his unlisted residence telephone 
number* Mrs. KNDWLES later telephoned SMITH to tell him that a person 
from the East was coming out to Detroit* SMITH said that when that person 
gets on the train there will be six or seven other people get on* SMITH 
emphasized that there is a time and place for everything, and this is not 
the time for such contacts. SMlTf^charaolerized this person from the East 
as a New Dealer and a friend of W ■ He suggested that she was 

coming to Detroit to visit some New Deal politicians. SMITH said that he 
did not want to be contacted by this woman, and when she came to Detroit 
she should be advised that SMITH'S telephone number was unlisted and could 
not be given out. SMITH stressed that his attitude was not one of indif- 
ference or evasion, it was Just that there was a time and place for every- 
thing and that this was no time for him to make such contacts. SMITH 
said that he could go into certain jurisdictions and ruin his friends by 
endorsing them. He stated that n we are dealing with vicious people and 
there are certain places where the Cocmunists have the upper tend". SMITH 
8 aid that he believes his wires are tapped, and that no plans should be 
made over the telephone. SMITH said he was not worried about any govern- 
mental a^ncy because he was willing to have the government know everything 
he does, but he was afraid of information getting to the Communists who 
would use it in a most vicious manner against him. 

SMITH spoke toj for Radio Station YJJR, 

Detroit, Michigan, and relate dTohimthe^HssfTOBRit made in "Liberty 
Magazine" and the telegram of apology^and he wanted to add to his radio 
script that recent information. I P suggested that he would lite to 
get WALTER Y/INCHELL in the state^lHHcnigan so that he would be apprehended 
and held under $10,000 bond* 1 (suggested that many persons were being 

indicted and SMITH might be nSol^sHTH agreed that he might be, but he 
stated th at such ac tivity was getting to a place where it was becoming 
obvious. M Bthen revealed that he was being asked many questions 

conceminfffflff's activities* SMITH explained that he had just talked to 
Mr* BUGAS of the FBI, and the FBI works just like a police department: 
when a complaint is received by the FBI or a police department, they send 
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out investigators. " SUITH then continued that "these Jews" keep calling 
up the FBI all the tim e and the FBI has to keep investigating these 
complaints, M it hen criticised YJAJJER VQNCHELL and said that every- 

body exce pt I^WITaP are against WINCHELL. It was agreed that SMITH 
andfl B would confer at some future time concerning ways and means of 
getiHg YJALTER VONCHELL taken off the air. 

SMITH spoke to Internal Revenue Agentfl ^ Detroit, 

Michigan, concerning the investigation of &HTH for income tax evasion ; 
and SMITH admitted that he was purposely delaying the progress of the in- L 
vestigation because WALTER Y&NCHELL had told his radio audience that 1 
SMITH would be investigated for income tax evasion. SMITH said that he 
would not sign any papers until he and his attorney were sure that the 
records were correct, SMITH charged that politics had influenced the 
investigation of the case, and that the political pressure put on the 
Treasury D epartment to prosecute SLOT would increase in the future. 
M ■told SMITH that he has had pressure pit on him to get cut a 

^^Hons^^ SMITH then stated that he received an anonymous letter from an 
officer in the Internal Revenue Department asking if SMITH could do any- 
thing to increase the pay of Internal Revenue Officers if he were elected. 

SMITH complained to Special Agent J Bof the 

Detroit Field Office that he believed his telephonewJresnacffleen tapped. 
He said he had learned from his experiences with HUEY LONG how to ascertain 
when a telephone line was tapped, and he stated he hears people clicking in 
and out while he is talking on the telephone. SMITH said it was his under- 
standing that no one was allowed to listen in on telephone conversations 
{ except the Federal Bureau of Investigation. SMITH explained that there are 
• about 75 organizations that were attempting to cause his political defeat, 
\and that in doing so they hired private investigators to tap his lines. 
\SMTTH added tha^ie^tad just reported his suspicions to the telephone 
, Wompany. Agent ■ p who was Acting Special Agent in Charge, advised SMITH 
i^'ithat the FedersJ^urcau of Investigation had no jurisdiction to take any 
f /V\jaction in such a case and SMITH had taken the proper action in notifying 
1 ny the telephone company. 

^^h^b^hi^bh 6180 ex Pj^ ined that SMITH is 
collaborating cn his politicS^ampaiS^^ith FRANmicKAY, prominent 
political figure in Michigan. 1 ^ 

will be unavailable for a period 
of about one week. When he resumes contacting this office, weekly reports 
of the information submitted by him will be transmitted promptly to you. 



Very truly yours, 



// {J 
\n \y ^JOHN S. BUGAS 

62-1126 ^ f Special Agent in Charge 




"All INF3^^?M0NTAINtlf Michigan 

„ d f , d mm is mJM® 

My very dear friend : 

This morning a batJMret was left on myUesk'and In the middle of 
the booklet I read these words - "A prison cell, not a Senate seat, 
is the place for Gerald L. K; Smith . 1 

Two days before Earl Browder, the No. 1 Communist, was set free, 
a rally was held in Detroit under the auspices of the "Free Browder 
Committee. " Earl Browder's brother vas a speaker. He said - "We hope 
soon to release Earl Browder from the prison cell he occupies in 
Atlanta Penitentiary and we hope to see the day that the cell from which 
Browder is released will be occupied by Gerald L. K. Smith." 

I wish I could command the words that would help me to describe to 
you the viciousness of my enemies. If only the Communist party was under 
taking to destroy me, it might not be so serious - but the weapons which 
they sharpen have been put into the hands of the Hew Dealers, and even 
certain so-called Republicans have soiled their hands by taking up and 
using these weapons against me. 

In spite of everything, my following increases. My nomination 
petitions roll in with thousands of names signed and notarized, as re- 
quired by law, in order to get my name of the ballot. Silent people,, 
who seldom express themselves, have pledged quietly to their neighbors 
and to their loved ones that they want a man like Gerald L. K. Smith in 
the Senate. My mail indicates that all over the United States there is 
a hunger to hear a voice on the floor of the United States Senate that 
has the courage to cry out in defense of true Americanism. 

In recent weeks every known crime has been attempted against 
courageous Senators and Congressmen, including blackmail, physical 
threats and a tortuous infringement upon their liberties. An enemy of 
mine in Flint, Michigan recently boasted that fifty people were watching 
every move I make. What crime have my enemies committed? Why do these 
serpents fear me so much? Why do these reptiles hiss at the very men- 
tion of my name? 

The Bible says - "They fear the light because their deeds are evil." 
I warn you, my beloved friend, that unless men who stand for the things 
I stand for begin to take responsibility in the affairs of our govern- 
ment America is doomed. We will never be^able to defeat our enemies 
abroad until we can revitalize our own Americe from within with that 
spiritual vitality best known as Christian Amei^cani^m. For this there 
is a great hunger in the he ar t s_^i\. Jthe JD^oiila^y^hOT: > merely wait for 
leadership . | . ,J * 



,W>od j^opsl'Ub; f^r, 



I have done my best,! Qod [krSo^sL \td furjiiw,^ share of that leader- 
ship. I am now faced with^thelflght bf -^y-lif#* \Every day I embrace 
my tasks with the exclamation in my mjLnd - pjjx ir^'the people will 
stand with me until the victoryria^^J ~ ■ ' ' 

1 was in hopes my last letttervJyouTSU^pfrig in enough money to pay the 
bills, while at the same time, gwing U5*$margin with which to expand 
our activities. Well, we have kept going?/ That's a miracle. We have 
gotten our petitions out. Thatts another miracle. We have stayed on 
the radio, thank God. That*s another miracle': 

^ mi^ n 1QA9 ^ 



Today I had the unpleasant experience of being threatened with a 
suit unless tvo certain bills against our organization were paid. If 
I pay these bills, I must go off the radio - unless my good friends 
come to the rescue. Yes, I know I have written you on numerous 
occasions and I knov this letter is coming to you too Boon since the 
last one - but what am I to do? How am I to carry on? I wish I could 
keep this burden a secret -from you. Better still - I wish I didn't 
have these burdens to bear; and yet, where else can I turn except to 
those to whom I have turned at other times for help? 

We're coming into the middle of the summer. I believe that if 
we can get over the next few weeks that it may be a little easier for 
us to carry the load. But, of course, nothing is as important as 
that which we are attempting to do - to save America - is ever easy. 

I am strong. I weigh over 200 pounds. I am in the prime of life. 
My age is 44. But this morning when I awoke and felt the pressure of 
this awful load, I wept. And I wondered why God had permitted me to 
lead out into the roads that are so rough and so dangerous. Then I 
got out of my bed and got down and prayed. I asked God to tell me 
the right thing to do. 

I believe that this letter is an answer to that prayer. If you 
doubt one single word or phrase In this letter, tear it up and forget 
it. But if you believe that this letter expresses the passion of my 
soul, the anguish of my heart - then I beg of you to read it again. 

I don't know how much money you can send us. You might be able 
to give $100 or $50 or $20 or even $10 or $5 or $1. Whatever it is, 
it might be just your gift that would tip the scales. 

Pride and vanity told me not to write this letter - but prayer, 
faith and humility told me that I could do nothing else. Will you 
please help me? 

All I can offer you in return is fearless truth, spoken without 
compromise. Could I offer more? 



P. S. If you send in a contribution, please use the enclosed self 
addressed envelope. 



Faithfully yours, 




GERALD L. K. SMITH 



GLKS/J 
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3tefc*ral Bureau of inufstigation 

Unitrti £tnt*B S*partm*nt of Jnattrr 
Detroit - Michigan 
August 20, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERO?! IS ^CLASSIFIED 



Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 
(62-43818) 



Dear Sir: 



Reference Is made to your letter dated August 
13, 1942, in which it was stated that the last weekly 
letter emanating from the,Detr^tFiel^Of^c^trmsmitting ) 

information obtained ^^f^^^S^tS^S^^SS^^SuS^^ 

dated July 18, 1942. 

Please be advised that since July 18, 1942, a 
similar letter dated August 4, 1942, was sent to you. It 
is admitted, however, that such letters haw not been sent 
out at regular weekly intervals* 



Please be assured tha t in_ 
obtained from^ 



at regular weekly 
informant is resumed. 




future information 
will be transmitted J> *)J) 



s as soon as contact with this 



-Mm 




..... 

5=H2o 
51 AUG 27^942 



Very truly youra, 

"jQHN S. f BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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:i •/'^•:..V : ?ths a-ff eot of ^infuriating the Administration. . i ^ ^ 

*f : >J^ , - :, ;t\;-''r^-- ' • K V V V :V'-" >'•'••' f 1 - ■. : . ' "■/ '*«.* " f 

^5^0«Urt *sheruls Also listed amen* *the indicted 
> A i fc^I^i , Asher was the publisher of the "X-Ray" and addressed at 

-^'r^*»»»x. one ate ting of the National Workers league in Detroit* Aaher 
V> i«wa» .*lao a fitter eneay of the Jews and his paper va a full of atta 
£heavi«e waa ^oraerly -a reporter for the Detroit Tr** Press. •:->-. 
.■^k ■•/«:£> §? j, < ^ '•?•.■■.;;■■/ ^ ■ ■ *' * ■ * « . V -v - ■ - •■/•'■ » ^. * > # 

^ \;^:-Hr^t Is easily v«oaioeable that aost of th« indicted have, . bee^Tproainen 
i; ; .-^;;gjjta'intWwiih agitation and this 1 vr iter is frankly or the opinion . 
"y ; ; :V : ^;v^.;1fchat this is the ; real reason for the indictments* * In 4a* ln*i«tiehts 
1&$y"kfc$** m -ll*ted'*atthT»r«iTe publications and organisations and it Is notie 
f^^^^ bla : '-^t -.U^ floiiiinlit Party are not included* V 

i.f^ p ^ r#nt ^ e O.K* and , are >e< respe ctab3« * fl^ V x /^X 
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Callt 3t05 p.m. 
In. eta ted: 2t30 p 



general fittrrnu of Irrt!r*tt0attot 
ttntUb &Uttt* Orpartmrnt of lostico 

August 19, 1942 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. P. tt. LABI 




Bet Oerald L. 
Sedition 



a 

K* Smith, 



Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hindoo 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Qui qd Timn. 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Niaie 

Mips 



SA 

technical su 



|of the Detroit Office reported that a f ^ J ' 
lance, which is designated by the symbol L*X 
and has been nadir operation to cover Smith's ielephon 



_ Ijps Beabm 




v 



oved Monday, August 17, 1942 and will be inactive for approx- 
imately one week. This action was taken In view of the fact that 
subject Smith contacted the Detroit Office and rendered a complaint, 
indi cating he believed his telephone line had been tapped. Agent 
advised that this complaint arose due to the fact that a long 
ee operator failed to disconnect Smith* s phone after the 
completion of a call, for which reason he was not able to use the 
phone for an extended period. Fearing that a fart her che ck 
might be made by regular telephone repairmen, Agentfl B con- 

k&HIRli 



sidered it advisable to remove the Bureau's coverage 
certain that there is no possibility of their tie-in being 
detected. 



it is 



On this occasion, Agent ^ | also advised that the 
Detroit Office will.be compelled to move its central technical 
surveillsn ee plant some time during the next week as they are 
required to vacate their quarters in theOuardian Trust Building 
which is being taken over by the Army. ■ I promised to keep the 
Bureau fully advised as to the time suchalXerationfl take place. 



Respectfully, 




n . Tr ^'-fntenilV 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, a.k.e. 
Gerflji L. Smith; 

ThfiSComraittee of One Million 




character or cask 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Examination of files seized from fflLXIAM DUDIS^PELLJT 1 S 
residence, Indianapolis, Indiana, and from the 'Fellowship 
Press, Noblesville, Indiana, 4/4/42, discloses no corre- 
spondence between PELLET and SMITH. PELLET 'S autobiography 
"The Door to Revelation" indicates SMITH was a member of 
the Silver Shirt Legion of America, Inc., for a short time 
in 1933* No documentary evidence of Silver Shirt member- 
ship available. 



-RUC- 



REFEKENCE: 



DETAILS: 



Report of Special Agent 
gan, dated August H, 19 

At Indianapolis « Indiana : 




Detroit, Michi- 




It will be remembered that special agents of the Indianapolis 
Field Division seized considerable correspondence and 
other documents on search warrant April 4, 1942 at the 
home of WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLET in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
at the Fellowship Press, Inc., Noblesville, Indiana. This 
seizure has been reported on more fully in the case en- 
titled "Tli^SILVEK SHIRT LEGION OF AMERICA, INC.; WILLIAM 
IXJDLET PELLET, wa^ ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY - G - SEDITION." 
An examination of the seized material mentioned above 



fails to disclose any correspondence betvreen SMITH and 
to 



1UVOV 



the correspondence seized vhxs 



subsequent to 1937. It will be remembered that PELLET'S 
Uftr&lt&ng establishment was located in Asheville, North 
Carolina from about 1932 to 1940, and that on one or two 
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occasions material at his plant was seized, perhaps by the sheriff or 
other official at Asheville. If there had been correspondence between 
PELLEI and SMITH prior to 1938, it may have been seized by some local 
official at Asheville. If there was any such correspondence between 
SMITH and PELLET prior to 1938, the Charlotte Field Division might 
possibly have some knowledge of it. 

In 1939 PELLET copyrighted his autobiography under the title 
"The Door to Revelation", in which he mentions that he had quite a 
following beginning in 1928 or 1929 and mentions the connection between 
HITLER'S assuming the chancellorship of Germany, January 31, 1933* 
and Pelley'e commencement of the organization of the Silver Shirt 
Legion. A few peges after mentioning this fact, he writes concerning 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. Beginning in Chapter 18, page 413, he states: 

, ?....The Silver Legion was forging £fcead. One August 
day, ithile visiting my friend LOUI^McFADDEN in lash- 
ington, UARIOIf«ENDERS0N sent me a telegram. A party 
of men were driving up to Asheville from Louisiana 
and urgently wished to see me. Notably among them was 
the Rev. GERALD K. SMITH, later to achieve notoriety 
as orator at the funeral of the murdered HUTU LONG... 

The Reverend GERALD SMITH was a big-bodied, dynamic 
young man, with a wife as d&inty as his voice if as bom- 
bastic. He was pastor of e church in Shreveport, I 
learned, but had read my writings and was moved to be 1 
a Silvershirt. He was the sort of pastor who walks 
bareheeded in rain and breathes deeply and with gusto. 
During a two-day visit at Headquarters, during which 
time he, and his wife, and his brother-in-law all 
became Silvershirt s , he perpetually nursed a. walking- 
stick. 

man 

This hatless young/- with the pretty wife and the 
walking-stick - had been accompanied to Asheville by 
one "Major" LUTHEE^OV.ELL, a gaunt and bald-headed 
man in tortoise-shell spectacles, whom I later learned 
to have been engaged in Ku Klux Klan work in the far 
Northwest. TJhat did these want? The Reverend GERALD ' 
proposed to give up his Shreveport church and with 
POTf.lftjL'S assistance organize the Mississippi Valley 
for the Silvershirts. 

It was their proposition. I sat and listened. 
}fy days were filled with negotiations in this 



sort of thing. The Legion wa*s growing eo fast that 
I was Increasingly desperate*. desperate for capable 
and honest leaders to take charge and effect the dis- 
cipline without which success would be abortive. 

"Pay me a salary sufficient to keep my wife while 
I'm away." declaimed the Reverend GERALD, "and I'll 
resign from my church and start up the Mississippi 
Valley, publicising Silvershirts to crowds on street 
corners. My idea is to recruit a cavalcade in Louisi- 
ana, to march through the country dressed in Silver 
Legion uniform, to sleep in the open and get this to 
the masses." 

"Fair enough if you've got the nerve," I told 
him. He failed to impress me as a person of much 
ballast. Still, persons of his temperament have their 
places in this work. He could do little damage and 
not a little good. This I entered into contractual 
relations with the Reverend GERALD. He and POWELL 
were to organize Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Iowa, for the Silver Legion. 

Headquarters was strangely silent when the Rever- 
end SMITH departed. 

Presently came a night telegram, which MARION 
brought to my desk with a smile. She remarked, "Our 
minister Boy Friend is waxing dramatic." This night 
wire read — 

WE ARE STARTING. IF VJE FAIL, PITT US. IF 
YJE SUCCEED, REWARD US. ' IF YSE FAIL, SLAY US. 

SMITH. 

"Messy job, slaying him," I remarked to MARION. 
"Let's hope he succeeds." But from the moment of 
receiving that wire, I knew he would not succeed. I 
took my carbon of his contract from my desk. I said 
to Miss HENDERSON, "Put it away in our file of curios. 
We won't be needing it." 

Sure enough, we didn't, 

Yftien I visited Shreveport a month or so later, I 
found from the boys there exactly what had happened. 



The Reverend GERALD had intrigued a score of 
them to go with him on hie journey. Getting up into 
Arkansas, he held a couple of meetings on street 
corners* Angry Jews began to buzz around him like 
hornets. Suddenly the Reverend GERALD appeared to 
decide it was nicer to inveigh against the country's 
despoilers from the safe altar rails of a Christian 
church* 

He caught the first bus that came along, and 
left his earnest young crowd of Silvershirts to get 
back to Shreveport in any ways they could. 

The next I heard of him, he was waving his arms 
all over Louisiana for Senator LONG and his Share-the- 
Ic'ealth Clubs. 



I did not slay him. 11 

With reference to evidence of membership in the Silver Shirt 
Legion, it should be stated that during the investigation of the Silver 
Shirt orgaifcation at Asheville, North Carolina, in 1939, and the 
recent investigation at Noblesville and Indianapolis, Indiana, no 
documentary evidence of membership in the Silver Shirt Legion has been 
found. In fact, Mr. PKT.T.FY had stated in 1939 that no such evidence 
was maintained. 
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Fro-: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subject: 
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OSRALD LmE MKWiSII SL'ITE, also kncwn ttl^ ; 
Gerald L. K. Solthj THE ODUUHTEE OF OJE VILLION 
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»t 21. 1< 



Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, IHohigan 



Dear Sir: 

There are being transmitted herewit h Photos tatic 
copies of reports of Bureau ^tttMMMNtfiiiHM 
at Detroit Mlcaxrm , o«u c u as 10110 

July 26, 1942. 



These reportr have been and are being obtained from a 
strictly confidential source and any inquiry made on the basis 
of the Information contained therein should be made in an 
extremely discreet manner so that it will not in any way reveal 
the source of the information or the possible identity of the 
informant. The s ub s tance of this material should not be dis- 
closed to any individual or organization outside of the Bureau. 

"You are instructed to give the contents of these 
reports consideration and to conduct the appropriate investiga- 
tion in those instances where you feel the reported material-' 
or the reported material along with information already avail- 
able to yowv of f ice warrants the same. / 

' ; .' ; '. ' . Very truly yours, ^— 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

\m a i l e d 1 3 
2 1 1942 P.M. 

Enclosures 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U, 8, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTtCE 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH 
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has known subject sinoo January, 1934, 
il^sii in sojiMiiUsiosulon with subject in past w& vsrsl 
years* W 7 "",-- ■ ,g" tl,ta » subjeot definitely pro-German, also 
anti-Se»atie, and has made statement "We need the same program 
hare as HITLER has g iven Germ any* « The eubjeot also declared 
to be anti-Semitia» ' st at e s , however, eubjeet believed 

to be opportunist an<T>6ul<Fao almost anything if he sould make 
moneys , " 



- BUC - 



~6 



^RE^ER^CEt Report of Speoial Agent V , , 

(yU*fcLte$M .t ■« o t i t «., xsaasr— nnUfORM ft T!9N CONTAINED 

^ Letter from Detroit dated August 3, 19^FBFiM l«' fiSSIFIFIl 



DETAILS t 



AT PORT BENNTJJG^ GEORGIA* 




fijo 'jrae at 'that 

President of a "fciftje 1 ^dsrai^onnof j4Ts^^) T i r r t^bo fciilSf" ctf &uiaiana and 

home was in Shrevsfcnairfcl 'ijoulsisna* Ha itttad -cha-fc no^Brfh nn1(L\r«M 



subject came to 
time 
whose 
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Atlanta, Georgia 



62-662 



much attention to the subject when he was first introduced around among the 
administration leaders and workers of the late HDET P* LONG, hut in 1935 
and the early part of the year LONG took the subject to Washington, D. C*, 

NIU vuq • vi uj o u »/ ma. a namixu^vwu «w* wvww votw «"^» — » - , — » — 9 — w 

the subject baok to Lo uisiana to make a state wide speakinc tfiur on the •Share 
the Wealth Movement" c ^ ~~ 





that from September, 1935 to January, 1936, in all of the speaking engagements, 
that the subjeot made around the state, ther e was noth ing subversive conn eo ted 
with his talks or his beliefs, so far as ha # J B oould determine* 

hie-' 
i><10 



1959 to October, 1936 they were on a speaking 
id that the subject had professed to go on a nation wide tour, but 




that 
subjeet 



that most of their time was spent in Detroit^ 

while in Hew Tork City he wa^ohave setE^ „ ■ - r 
that he failed to do stated tnat ne believes tftat the subjest 

aotually wanted to meet J ■ but that he was simply afraid to get mixed up 
in the Bund at that time^inasmuoh. as it was no^then very strong .^However, 
subject did not make the arrangements to meelfl B but that h *»B P 
had been unable to learn who aotually made theaSrangements, and tna^subjeot, 
unon learning of the same, refusedio keep the engagement, and so far as he 
knows, subject never did meetfl|||pbr any other Bund leaders while they were 
in Hew York. However, the subjeotdld meet an Assista nt German 



stationed in Hew York City, 





but nothing occurred or was said wnion would in any way arouse 
on, ana xo xne oesx oi nis reooxiecnon, iujld Ausisitun, uvjjucui 
Consul stated that he was ostracised in Germany* 




9 m J. 1 _■_ _ ^ « _ A — ± — — J_ t — "1 I* _ • 

saia ^nax an oi ino buujwuv-b whb, 
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lalks, was against Communism and that the subject attempted to get 
various industrialists and industrial groups to sponsor and pay for his radio 
time, as well as himself* 



b7° 
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Subject, around 1933, according toB B is supposed to have gone to North 

Carolina and met FELLEY, leader of tne^HIver Shirt, and pELLEY apparently 
sold i;he subject on that idea, beoause prior to the time that the subject 
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The only statements that 

that "Wo need the same program 




became aseooiated with the program of the late HUEY P. LC8JG, he made 
various speeohes that wore Tery bitter and anti-Semitic, and he believes 
that is the real reason that the subject lost his position as Pastor at 
Shrevesport after he had made one of the speeohes 9 and the congregation 
had learned of it* He stated that while he was with the subjeot in New Yorfc, 
PELLEY had attempted to eall him several times, but that the subjeot re* 
fused to talk to PELLEY or meet him* 

oould reoall which subjeot had made were 
ere as HITLER had given Germany* and also 
that "This oount&y needs a Btrong man", and although he did not oall 
HITLER'S name, it is believed that he meant HITLER* 

[was questioned oonoerning organ! cations and ass ooi at ions that the 
subjeot was a member of, and he stated that the subjeot always made it a 
parti oular point never to join any kdnd of an organisation whatsoever. He 
stated that he believes the subject is definitely pro-German, but that he 
is an opportunist and would do anything so far as making money, and that 
if he had an opportunity to make a great deal of money and that it was a 
program against Germany that he would taie that way of doing it* 







\ 



.sed the writer that ^ ■ who resides at! 

was assooiated with the subjeot in 1940 and also aooampanied 
jour in 1941 and would probably have same valuable information 
cive oo noerning the subject's activities this past year* He stated that 
' — — [is a loyal American and can be trusted, and would giv e any information 
.oh he had* A lead is, therefore, being set out to interview] - ™ 
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FIELD DIVISIO N, at New Orleans, Louisiana, will oantaot 

and interview him relative to nil 
association s wren xne suojeo^ in xne past *#w years and with regard to 
any activities which evidence Nazi or pro-Nat i tendencies or sympathy. 
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material available for release to you. 
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62-43818 -126 ^ 



September H, 1942 



Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



fiai OKRALD L. K« SMITH 
Sedition 



Dear Slrt 



Confirming advice telephonically furnished you 
September 12, 1942 by l£r. J. K. Vumford of the Bureau, there 
are attached hereto copies of a Memorandum dated September 2, 
1942 fTom Commissioner Earl C. Harrison of t he Ia mlgrat i on , 
and Naturalisation Service relative to b?0 J,^^ 

informant. There are also enclosed copies ofTnGhSncTosure ' 
received with Kr. Harrison^ mezuu-sndua and copies of my 
reply to him. 

The Bureau should be kept advised of developments 
in this matter and eventually of your opinion concerning 
consideration of the Informant by the Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service. 



Very truly yours. 




Tolson 

E. A. Tamm — Enclosures 
Clegg. 




Head on 
. Kramer 
. McGuire 
. Qu inn Tamm 
. Nease_ 
as Gandy. 



John Edgar Hoovor 
Director 
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This case originated at DetrMt, WnM^ File Mo. 62~U9k 



Report Made At 

New Orleans, La. 



Date When Made 
6/28/142 



Period For 
Which Made 
7/27,30;8A, 
1,15,18,19/12 



Report Made By 



Mi 



1 



o 



Title 



™ CHANGED q ~ 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, aka Gerald L.K. TSmith, 
alias Gerald L. K /Schmidt; 
THE^6oL3JITTEE OF ONE MILLION 



Character of Case 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



Synopsis of Facts: 




Informants advised SMITH was Chaplain for Louisiana 
Federation of Labor in 1933, wtien--ite joined HueylLong's 
Share OurXWealth Movement 

X a ^—"MM. *W U»*U*J 

of tf650.00 £er week, but cut off by LongMn 1935 after 
Long received complaints of inmoral conduct on part of 
SMITH. In 1935 ^ITH withdrew ^500,000 libel suit 
against Washington Herald, after Hearst lawyers report- 
ed to ha^re discovered that SMITH 1 s real name is SCHMIDT, 
and that_he„_had hastily departed home tow n in Wisconsin 




:orn»an 

Silver Shirts, was radical and 



once 




ffonnecxea with belly's 

erratic and had intense hatred for President ROOSEVELT 
and Jews. San Antonio office obtained letter dated 
7/8/33 .signeoMJERA^J^^ SCHMIDT in which subject 
requested^^^g^^^P of San Antonio to furnish in- 
formation xoncerningconditions in Germany, and request- 
ed a code for getting in touch with "His Honor ADOLPH 
HITLER, or one of his representatives in America". In- 
formation regarding letters and pamphlets which SMITH 
left behind in Jung Hotel in 1936 set out. 
ff^-eOPlES DESTROYED - „ J 

4964- 



^ POT 



. JT/gO 19 61 
Approved and Forwardeffi'' ^x*^ 
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REFERENCE: Bureau File Nc. 62-i*38l8. 

Reports of Spccir.l ,'icentB ft Detroit, Michi- 

Can, £ated April 27, 19^2 and July 22, 192*2. 

Lottor from San Antonio dated July 28, 19^2 . 

DETAILS : AT NEW ORLEaNS, LI, 

The title of this er.se is beinr; changed in order to include 
the name GEfiJD L. K. SCHlilDT, which invest irjatici has disclosed is probably 
subject 1 s true and correct name. 

Agent^^^ftj^HHB advised that on May 18, ^^'lB^^ 

New OrTeansxteSnSspapcr, made available the Xollowilnjrf^inl'crma 
the subject: 




/ 



In an article copyrighted in 1935 by the North Anorican 
Newspaper Alliance, Inc., it was disclose! that the subjects father, Z« S. 
SUITH, formerly had a medicine route at Viroqua, Wisconsin, at which place 
subject attended high schcel where he was made President of the Sophomore Class 
and a member cf the Debate team. It was further revealed in this article that 
the subject while attending hir;h school was a member cf the track team and wen 
the oratorical pri2o in the inter-schcel Oratorical School, his oration having 
been entitled "The Cross cf Geld, by Byron". This article revealed that a 
notation in the schcol Year Book indicated subject possesses a "super- 



->W...«S^.1»»»»~ ~ ■T .-in/9 It 



Viroqua, Wisconsin, that the subjects mother had stated, "GE&iLD was born to 
be a preacher". This article disclosed that the subject attended Butler Univer- 
sity and then Valparaiso University in Indiana, having been graduated as a Minis-? 
tor in 1919. It also revealed that he has been pastor at the Soldiers' Grove 
Church, Viroqua, Wisconsin, Church of Christ, Fcctvillc, Wisconsin, Kind's 
Highway Church, Shrevepcrt, Louisiana. This article disclosed that subject be- 
came active in civic affairs at Shrevepcrt, Louisiana, and that he had broad- 
cast on numerous occasions over the "Hello world" Station K.jKH, owned and oper- 
ated by 17/ K* HEIJD12HS0N; It further dis closed that SMITH was named representa- 
tive cf the U. S. Government at the Olympic Games in Calif ornis in 1932; how- 
ev^, that he. had over-stayed his leave ther- and that the Church aiders at 
the Kind's Highway Church, Shrevepcrt, decided in June 1933 that because cf 
SMITH'S numerous absences he should resign as paster. According to this arti- 
cle, SMITH refused, splitting with the Organization 3 however, in February, 193 h. 
this article indicated the official boc^y cf the church requested his resigna- 
tion. This article indicated that it was following his resignation at the above 
church thit SMITH came cut openly for Senator LONG. 



furnished i V ^ent^^pirffgB ' r n t.h numerous news- & 

paper clippings cf articles carried in the New ff^Ssitcm, cand a review cf ^ 
these failed to disclose anything that might be of value tc this investigation. 



This lacnc rnndun by .^ont^^l^gj also advised that v ' 
_ at the Times-Picayune paper, made available an fa 7& 

article receive ci rrom the "March of Tine", U60 W. SUth St., New Tork City, 
entitled "REV, GEROD L. K. SMITH Seen as Ho, 1 U. S. Rabble Rcuser". This 
article revealed that GER-iLD LY1UN KENNETH SMITH was born at pardceviHo, 
Wisconsin cn February 27, I898, and that his father was a Republican and 
also was an older and later preacher in the Christian Church at Viroqua, 
Wisconsin. Further, that his father presently resides at Marshall, Texas, 
■where he is pastor cf the First Christian Church, This article disclosed 
that at Viroqua, Wisconsin SMITH is remembered as a studious youth and 
track star, and a star debater cn the high schcel team. Further, that he 
was graduated from hif^h schcel at Viroqua, Wisconsin, in 1915- The article 
also indicated that ho studied at Butler Theological Seminary at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and later received an i\B Decree at Valparaiso University in Indiana. 
The article revealed that his first pastorate was at Footville, Wisconsin, 
and that he later was paster at the 7th Street Christian Church, Indianapolis, 
University Place Church, Butler University, Indiana, and King's Highway 
Christian Church, Shrcvepcrt, Louisiana, also disclosed that SMITH was 
sarrie d at 2u years cf a 30 to Kiss ELILiftGj/' .SOREriSON and that thoy have one 
son, namely, GER.JD. SMITH is described in this article as "6 feet tall, 
200 pounds, jovial, friendly, dees not drink or smoker -He flatly denies con- 
nection with the clan in Indiana cf the Silver Shirts". 

lorandun also stated that 
«r -,._ S «™^J) Kow Orleans, La., made available 
__"cT February 55, 193'! concerning; REV. GER/JJ) L. K. SMITH,~mi 
us present address as New York City and his former addresses as Bienville 

Lcuisiana. This report disclosed that SMITH is an ordained protestant minis- 
ter; that he was affiliated with SENATOR HU3Y P^'LONG in his "Share Our Wealth 
Club", for which SHITH acted as National Supervisor. The report further 
indicated that SMITH is not a property holder and that his source of income 
is not exactly known. ' It further revealed that Shreveport, Louisiana, was, at 
the date of the report, considered his heme* 

On July 27, 1912, W^^^^S§^1 advised that he had known 
GERALD L. K, SMITH enly casually while SMITH was in Louisiana. He stated that 
SMITH was paster cf the Christian Church at Shrcvepcrt, Louisiana, and later 
became affiliated with Huey P. Long's Share Our wealth Society as an organizer. 
Informant stated that he did net know much about SMITH'S activities and had no 
dealings with him either business or social, but that SMITH impressed him as 
an insincere person, -who liked to ride the band wagon. 






\ j 




1 





that at the time he v/as unable tc unoorsta^^ vis it un- 

til he rocoived a letter dated July lh, from GERALD L. K. auTHT^n which 
SLUTH stated, "I am anxious for you to knew ity good friend ~ 
of Baton Rou^e. I think that he is a valuab le friend tc have! 
age I saw him and asked hin to hunt upl ■ that I might want to as! 

, sToonato, r/hich looks exceedingly 




to help me with my campaign for the U. 
good right now, 

could give himfcgSSjE3| telephone number or^SFDct him tc 




good right now . Ho w as unable to locate W||fc sc I tcl d him undoubtedly you 

telephone number cu^!rire< 



s place cf work." 



Informant advised that he was very much surprised to re- 
ceive this letter from _SMITH and believed that the rrim arv ju rposa . ,-,Qf ■■, jjjg^ot- I ^ 



ter was tc introduce 




On July 28, 19 k2, p^^^^^Jadvised that he first met 
GERALD L. K. SUITH in 1933 at the Rocscvc^Hiotel^New Orleans. He stated 
that at that time HUEY. LOITG was in New Orleans, preparing for a Senate hear- 
ing concerning the proposed appointment cf D. D. 1J00RE as Collector of Inter- 
nal Revenue for Louisiana, He stated that LOIiG opposed UOORE^ appointment 
because 1&0KE had come tc Louisiana as a strike taroaksr and later became 
editor of the Times picayune Newspaper in Now Orleans. He explained that on 
the evening before LONG was tc leave for Washington, SlilTH came to LONG*s 
room in the Roosevelt Hotel, and introduced himself as the Pastor of the 
Christian Church in Shrcveport, Louisiana, and as Chaplain fcr the Louisiana 
Federation of Labor, affiliated v:ith the American Federation cf Labor* SLUTH 
tcld LONG that he was opposed to MOORE 1 s appointment and after seme discussion 
LONG invited SlilTH tc accompany him to Washington, SUITH stated that he had 
nc clc thing with him to take along, but after he discovered thnt he could 
wear HUEY's clothes, he accompanied LOilG tc Yiashingtcn for the hearing. At 
the conclusion of the hearing, SLUTH remained in Washington for two months 
spending most cf his t^: d in the Senate gallery watching and studying HUEY 
LONG until he was able to mimic LONG almost to perfocticn. Informant advised 
that SI'ITH then returned to Louisiana, taking mcst of LONG 1 3 clcthing with him. 



Informant stated that scon after Sl'TTH returned to Louisiana, 
notified LONG that SLUTH had lost his position as Pastor of the 



-hr 



Shrcvcport Church and claimed that it was because cf his association with 
LONG, toward whom the worJthymombcrs ef SMITH'S congregation had an antipathy. 
Ho advised that HUEY t old V ft that if that was the reason SUITH lost his 
Church, that he should givenin a job as an organizer for the Share Our Wealth 
licveracnt. He stated that SMITH was then hired at a salary c f v650.00 a week, 
and made a tour through Georgia, South Carolina, and other South-eastern 
states, organizing Share Our Wealth Clubs as he went, Infornant produced Jp 
iTestorn Union mency order payments, each in the amount of j£> 50.00, dated Harch 
28, 1935, :.pril 9, ^±1 16, April 29, !iay 7, l&y 22, and Hay 26. Ho explained 
that S1JITH was supposed to pay his own expenses out cf this salary, but that 
everyplacehewont, he left behind a fleck of unpaid bills, and at one tine 
1 f f + lKS^^i str?Jlc * c d w it n the sound truck, in Montgomery, <dlabama. 

Informant further advised that SMITH 30on commenced leaving 
his organization tour and coming to Washing on, in order to observe what was 
going cn. He stated that cno day in 193 U, STJTH emerged iron HUEY's roon in 
the Eayflow^r Hotel, and a nov/spapcr photographer snapped a picture of him 
as he came out. This picture was then published in the Uashingtcn Herald 
newspaper unt^rthecanticn "One of Hucy»s Bci^'guards Vlhc Goes By the Name of 
GER/.LD". I 0 stated that SMITH immediately filed suit against the 

rfashingtciHSal^tne^ithor ELS/iNOR PJJTISItSOI; cr VILLLu.: R eNDO LPH HJS oRST for 

v500,000, claiming that the article libeled ;xd slandered him. 

that one tine when SMITH was in Washington, LONG entered the stenographers* 
office and hoard SMITH making a speech to LONG'S forty-eight girl stenographers, 
during the course cf which SillTH was pacing back and fcrth, waving his arms 
.and loudly extolling the virtues of Nudity. SiHTH was saying that tho only way 
toboccnf or table was tc take off all your clothes as seen as ycu got homo. 
^g^^Sj^ advised that LONG stopped SIHTH, calling him into his private office, 
^nc^Hcturcd him severely as a result of this incident. He stated that SIHTH 
was completely subservient and vculd do everything that LONG told him tc do, 
as long as HUEY was personally present, tc watch him, but that when out cf 
BUST'S presence he get cut -of bounds and did and said many thing which LONG 
cculd not and would not stand for. 

[stated that in the spring cf 1935 LONG had an en- 
gagement to address the Llichigan State, Legislature, but was unable to go and 
sent SIJITH in his place. He stated that late that night LONG received a tele- 
phone message from the Manager cf the Book- Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, who in- 
formed LONG that SlilTH had Just been put -out cf the hotel after creating a 
disturbrjiccinhisrcom who investigated found that 

SMITH was ■ | 

KfeJ|S|(?§B t hat after these occurrences LONG decided to 
get rid cf SI.IITH, bu^wasairaid tv., discharge hira outright, because he con- 
sidered that SlilTH was tec dangerous, and would sell out to the opposition. He 
stated that LONG decided tc give SMITH the "slow death" treatment, and began 
to reduce his salary graduaHv until the summer cf 1935* v;hcn he wis c ut off 
completely; however, | ^^ ^^gfcst?.ted that cither Gov. 0. K. AT J, EN or 

•jSp^jft continued to pa^^Pff^^ salary, and he remained on the organization 

^JrWl up to the time cf Long's death. . 




•V".'.',. ' V. > , »u 



ax*'*' 

* 
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i^ashington 




that lato in the summer cf 1935 SMITH went to 
irs about his libol s uit against tho U ashinrrtcn 



ueai with W3XLI/J4 IUND0LPH/ H& iRST to the effect that if SMITH would drop 
his lawsuit HEARST would commence giving LONG favo rable publicity in hi, 
newspaper instead of fighting him as in the past. 




____ |that the reason that SMITH withdrew ISs" 

Lawsul^^SsTnaF Hoar at 's lawyers called SMITH to Washington and told him 
that Hearst had spent considerable money in checking up on him and invited 
him to lock at the file before deciding wh ether he wanted to continue the 
suit or not. Informant stated that ho was told that Hearsts investigation 
had disclosed that SMITH was born in Wisconsin and th at his real nam e was 

S CHI * IDT. V ftiile STTTTH'.q tvt *-™*" ^r^+nWi ^^.n n ^ 

■ - and 

TWTormant stated that when 

*ound out about that, he skipped town and disappeared for several years, 
then he showed up again as GER-'iLD L. K. SMITH as a Thccloj 
Indiana , 




crmant stat- 



present wif e. 



Informant advised that the investigation which Hearst had 
sponsored disclosed that after graduating from college, SMITH moved to 
Indianapolis, Indiana, and was ordained as a Minister of the Christian 
Congregation, which denomination has its headquarters in Indianapolis. SMITH 
then conceived the idea that the Christian Church should erect a tremendous 



Cathedral in Indiana, and he commenced a buildin g fund, hoping that, ho would 
be made the Paster r.f this ..JLaj^^jCtm^ T ' : "'"" r>r ?3| 





fiiirifii%ririitiii| 
ion the board or stewards 

matter, they discovered that 
the house was empty and that SMITH and family had hastily departed for parts 
unknown. Informant advised that SMITH next shewed up several years later 
as Paster cf thu Christian Church at Shrevoport, Louisiana. He state C that a 
short while later officials of tho Church in Shrevoport learned cf SMITH'S 
activities while Paster cf the Church in Indianapolis anc 1 confronted him with 
the matter, but finally decided to lot him stay in order to avoid publicity, 
and after SMITH faithfully promised that it would never happen again. Infor- 
mant stated that he discovered that the r oal reason SMITH later lost his con- 
gregation in Shrevoport, was not because rf his connection with HUEY LOITG, 
but was because cf SMITH'S peer credit rating and sharp practices in Shrevoport 
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He stated that on cne occasion SMITH contacted several 
jewelry stores in Shreveport, and asked them to send a large quantity of 
jewelry to his wife on approved. Ho stated that SMITH then kept all of 
this jewelry and refused tc pay for any cf the jewelry, that his credit rat- 
ing got so bad that the Church was forced to discharge him. Informant ad-* 
vised that' JOHN D. EWING, Editor cf the Shreveport Times, and member cf the 
Board of Stewards cf the Kingshi^hv/ay Christian Church at Shrevoport, could 
furnish all cf the details in this regard. 

that after HUEY's death in September, 

one o f Long's Lieut enant's, to 
grave, ■ShW! 



1935, SMITH was in 
deliver the funeral oration^vS 





[stated that as a matter cf fact, SMITH was not present at the time 
cr LONG's death. He stated that after delivering LONG'S funeral oration, 
which was plagiarized from the Oration of Robert Inger sol over his Brother's 
bed, SMITH had copies of the oration printed and distributed in an effort to 
capitalize on the incident. 




of the Share Our Wca_ 

*Y P. LONG and cn February 



lovemcnt, SMITH then began tc cultivate Mrs. H__„ „. „ 

7, 1936, sent her a telegram in which he stated* "I assure you that I now 
recognize ycu as the head cf Share Our Wealth Society" • 



[that two weeks after LONGts death, in 

October, 1933', SMITH wen t tc Ne^v York City and while there was eje cted 
the Hotel New Yorker 

but v/as prevented by xjie elevator starter, tio stated tft.it SkLTH made such a 
scene and created such a disturbance that the Manager was forced to put him 
cut. SMITH then attended Grass Root Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, and while 
there made a speech against President Roosevelt, and the Administration. Ho 
was staying at the /*nsloy Hotel in At^nta^an^wa^als^^ecte^^rom that 
hotel and theManar^anon^fcun^ Informant 
advised thatW^Egj^^ him this 

information • ^^^^^^^^^^^^^&^*%m 



Informant stated that after L0NG»s death, he did net see 
much of SMITH. He advised that SMITH remained in Louisiana, for a while, and 
returned for several political campaigns, but that SKITH was associated with 



DR. FK.JICIS TH01IPS0N, Father COUGHLHI, and ItlLLLiU LAUKE during th:.. 1936 
Presidential election; then SMITH wont to Detroit andor^anized the committee 
ef One Million, He stated thrt he understood that SMITH'S principal was 
thct Hitler became powerful because he was an up and coming youn^ nan in Germany, 
and the Jews whe controlled the finances furnished the money to promote him 
tc the position of dictator; that Hitler knit the labor croup into a solid 
mass behind him, ant! after he became dictator purged the Jaws who had financed 
his rise so that they cculd net undermine him, SMITH c&xt reasoned that 
FfcJJKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ha i the support of the C.I.O. and the A.F. of L«, which 
^avc him the united labor vote and that ;*all Street, predominantly Jevfish, 
supplied hin with tho bulk of his funds, and that the next and final step 
was fcr ROOSEVELT tc make himself diet it or. 




that he believed that SMITH had been associated 
with Polly's Silver^SRSrTsTeTcre he came tc Louisiana. He stated that SMITH 
onco menticned wcarinf a Silver-. r ray short and emblem and walking the highway 
soiling memberships fcr the Silver Shirts. He stated that H. DON DEVOL, 922 
Hamilton Street, Washington, D # C., whi was Assistant Secretary tc HUEY P. 
LONG, had spent considerable time conversing with SMITH anil knew much more 
about his background and activities than he did. Informant stated that SMITH 
was always radical and erratic in all that hj did, and that he bore an in- 
tense hatred for President ROOSEVELT. He stated that this hatred was so in- 
tense that SI.IITH was airiest fanatical cn the subject, but that he had never 
been able tc discover the r^al reason fcr it. H^ stated that he had never 
heard SLIITH say anything and had never received any indication of any Fascist 
sympathies held by SMITH during the time that he knew the man. 

He stated thvfc SMITH also seemed tc hate the International 
Bankers and the Jews, when he accused cf backing ROOSEVELT. lie described 
SllITH as a very dangerous and radical rabble-rouser c 

On July 20, 19U2 "■ /as interviewed in his effice 

st thw Roosevelt Hotel. Ho stated tna^nciBsffnat GEFLiLD L. K. SMITH about 
1928, ir 1929, when SMITH came tc Shreveport, Louisiana, as Pastor of the 
Christian Church. He stated that SllITH was very active in civic affairs, and 
helped in the Community Chest Proryram, but about 1932 he quietly started to 
organize a local Chapter cf the Silver Shirt Lcrjion cf ^imerican, the purpose 
bina; to persecute and prosecute the Jews. Ho stated that SMITH was .inent for 
Pelley* s S ilver Sh irts fcr the state cf Louisiana, fror. 19^2 tc 193li. He ad- yf 

vised th- tV~~ " * "" ^wmm-^^wmmm*'**** T ■ m&m { nt mm v 

■■■■■^ mm m m S g^gg rs test ^m i 

^HRRc crujmij^a Silver Shirts . f^^^p tat ed that about 1933 or 193 U 

HUEY LONG askcdfgjg^te invite SMITH tc address a Labor lially that was being ' 
held in New Orleans. Ho stated th it SMITH made a stump speech cn a platform 
that was erected on the corner r-t Canal mid Claibc rne Street, and clearly 
demonstrated that ho was a very dangerous and very effective rabble-rouser. 
He advised, that a year of so later SMITH lest his Church in Shreveport and was 
employed by LONG as an organizer fcr the Share Our Wealth Society. He stated 
that SMITH was completely subservient, and was used by LOIJG almost in the 
capacity of errand boy at times. He stated that after LONG* s death, SMITH 
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left Louisiana almost at cnce and wont tc "nashin^'tcn to attempt to ret control 
cf tho Share Our wealth Society, Ho stated that he asked SMITH to deliver 
LONG's burial cratir.n, and that SKITH plagiarized the oration and iiari copies 
printed and then capitalized cn tho event, by saying that it was evident that 
he was HUEY's closest and nest trusted friend* 

stated that SMITH returned to Louisiana in 1936 

and a sain in 19U0, during the Gubernatorial campaipn. He stated that in 
1936 SMITH was arrested at tho Jun ; ; Hotel, for creating a dis turbance « He 
stated that sktth uas also thrown out c f the Hot: Yorker Hotel 

Ho stated that K^^''^^" 1 '^ ?^^^ cf th0 Mcv; 
U furnished him with that miorna 

described SMITH as completely immoral, unscrupulous, 

a rabble-rouser who would make a speech on any side cf any question, as lcn£ 
ns he was paid for it. He statod that SLOTH was strcnply ant i-s emit ic, and 
anti-Roc sevelt vihen ho was in Louisiana, but that he did not display any pro- 






could also 
in that vicinity. 



trmatlcn concerning SUITH's 



°* ^ u ^ c17 Orleans Times Picayune, ^ 

advised that he knew nc thing concrete or specific with reference tc any sub- 
versive or Fascist leanings cn the part of GEFLiLD L. K. SI'ITH. He stated that 
in general ho considered SLIITH to be a radical rabble-rouser who is opposed 
tc all forms cf constituted authority, is un-principlcd and would do anything 
for money. Ho advised that once at a speech during a political campaign in 
Louisiana, Sl'iITH rolled up his si caves and dipped his arms in a lar^c bowl 
of Claret wino, raised his arms over his head and cried "This is the blood of 
that great Martyr, Ex-Senator HUEY P. LONG". 

advised that tho files cf his offico did \^1Q 
concerning GER/iLD L. K. SLilTH. 



net c cntain any i 





_ _____ Record Room, Now , Orleans 

Police Department, advised thai tnere was no record of any arrest of GERALD 
L. K. SLITH, cither in th^ files cf his office cr cn tho First Precinct ar- 



Detective Bureau, New Orleans police 
Department, advise a Inat he recalled for certain that GER^'XD SHITH was ar- 
rested at the «Jun ; ~ Hotel in October, 1936, and was placed in jail at tho 
First Precinct, and was later fined yiO.OO by Jud^c ROSE in Reporters Court „ 




i 



Reporters Ccurt, produc- 
ed vcluno 5 trial docket and minute record cf night court, which cn page iiO-iil, 
docket No. 283^6, disclosed that GER^'SjniH*, PR2PT0N/j)ELC;iZ;.L, HENRY 
GRUNDlffiYER, HEffl'- JJ pRUiroiGSYER, ana r GOi)FfeSY\licNEELY werb arrested by Captain 
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liiLOIJE and ethers cn November £, I936 and charged with disturbing tho pcc.ee, 
reviling the police, and using obscene language; On the same date, all five 
defendants were fined ^>10.00 or 10 days, sentence suspended by Judge ROSE. 




_ ipart- 
"October, 1?36 GERJJ3 L. K. SIJITH came to New Orleans f cr the pur- 
pose cf making a political speech, SHITH had no permit to make tho speech, 
but gave it anyway. It was understood that SillTH was (Min^o attack the 
City Administration during the course cf tho speech anc^^§t ^ fc received or- 
ders to take six detectives and mingle in the crowd to wa^c^and listen. He 
stated that he was ordered not to break up tho speech but to wait until the 
meeting was over, when he was to search SMITH and the latter ! s bc<$rguards, 
who were all reported to be armed. In the event these men wore found tc bo 
carrying arms, they were to bo booked for carrying concealed weapons* 



f stated that at the conclusion of tho mooting these 
men word searched out no weapons were found. Ho stated that he reported this 
tc his superior and was ordered to arrest the men any way, and bock them for 
disturbing the peace. He stated that he then proceeded tc SMITH 1 s room at the 
Jung Hotel, and ever heard Si'ITH and tho ether men with him talking rather 
loudly and laughing abcut putting one ever cn the City Police. He stated that 
ho then entered the room and told the men that he was placing thorn under ar- 
rest for disturbing the peace, and that they laughed and joked about tho en- 
tire matter. He stated that th^sc men were then taken to tho First Precinct 
Police Station, and later thw same night wore taken before Judgo ROSE at the 
Night Court, where all five men entered pleas cf guilty, and wore fined 
s*10.00, sentence bcinj suspended. 

On -mgust 18, 19^2 ^^ESlTT^OESyP TT 1 Orleans 
Harbor Police, advised that" he had hoaJr^GS2!Dl!!K^El^Riddross a labor 
group abcut 193U, at the corner cf Canal & Claiborne Streets. He stated that 
SUITH was introduced as Chaplain cf tho Louisiana Federation of Labor, that 
the meeting was sponsored by the Central Trades & Labor Council. Ho stated 
that the meeting was a pretest being made by the labor group against the ap- 

T\^i H + T*ir 1^ T"l HAAtlP /"'.-.IT — J- T L «. "I TT_ _ _L. _ 1 J.1 L 

SMITH made a rip-roaring stump speech and sc impressed HUEY P. LONG, who 
happened tc hear the speech ever the radio, that he lined SMITH up immediately 
with him in the Share Our Wealth Movement. 





cr zno Central Trades an: Labor Council, ;jnerican Federation 

cf Labor in 193J and 19 3h', Ho stated that in I93U an organization meeting 
was held by the Labor group at Canal and Claiborne Streets, New Orleans. He 



stAtp.ri thr-t nt th;>+. t.inn rawjT.'n t 

— • - - — — ' — — • — w» • * — — — — w vi-i-U 1 .1 rf_J , 



Federation cf Labor, and that CECIL P-J*KER cf Shreveport, who was then Presi- 
dent cf the Louisiana F^eratj ( ,n of Labor, brought SIJITH tc New Orleans to ad- 
dress the gathering. ■gSEB stated that HUEY P. LONG heard SMITH give his 
address and LONG imraodlaTcTyrushod from his r 00m at the Roosevelt Hotel -and 
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V 



hT 



met SMITH cn the plati'crm at the conclus ion cf hi s address, and immediately \/l 
lined him up with his own organization. WgSSjM stated at that time SI£ITH 
appeared tc be "a lean nni hungry cassius^^^^™ 




In reference letter the San .rnVnic Field D ivisicn advi s- 
19 1*2, a search was made cf the residence cf 
_____ San Antcnic. T exas, as a result cf a 

iearcn naving been exeWit^d byW^i^^p Contained in the files cf 1 
was found the following letter ^intno letterhead cf the Kingshi#ivl. v 
Christiai^hurch, Shrevepcrt, Louisiana, dated July 8, 1933, addressed to 




"Dear Sir: 

"I T/ritc tc ycu concerning a very confidential natter 
based cn the confidence that seme of my friends have in ycu. 

"I am anxious to not in touch with His Hwncr /JDOLF 
- HITLER, but, * knowing you are recently removed from Germany before 
doing so, I desire y<-ur opinion cf conditions in that country. 
They look 30c d to me. Can ycu give me a code for getting in touch 
with Herr HITLER or one cf his representatives in /inorica? 

"The Semitic Propaganda in ;imerica is growing mere 
serious every day. I enclose herewith a bulletin that was put out 
cn the streets cf cur city today as a result of an attempt on the 
part cf a Jew tc take hundreds cf hones away from the people. I 
am convinced that the Jens are try inn tc rob ^imerican people just 
as they attempted tc do in Germany. I an further convinced that 
in the future, Germany and jmorifca will be closer together than 
any two nations in the world. 

"You will be interested tc know that my grandfather 
was Herr SCHLODT and that I was reared in the state of './is cons in, 
Ycu may feel free tc write me directly or through anyene of your 
friends in Shrevcport. Surely there must be an organization new 
existing in jnerica to ever cone the anti-German propaganda being 
promoted by the Jews. Please enlighten me. 

"I an thoroughly convinced that ycur theory cf Free 
Economy which is approved by Professor FISHER cf Yale University, 
who v/as a disciplo cf GYSEli, tho great German economist, is in- 
deed the way cut. There are seme matters .which I desire tc dis- 
cuss with ycu at tho earliest possibly day 7/hich I cannot put in 
writing. Pleas 0 answer r.e at once. Guten tag, 

"GER/JD L. K, SCHKIPT 

"P.S. I am inclined tc believe that if we can get together, I will 
have na difficulty in popularizing ycur pamphlet on Free Economy 
with the readers. " 
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and is being retained In the files of the San.^gitonlo Field jBvisitn in tho • 
case entitled Bffi'5i*k "■" „ ''in M l ^ ir »" MM ' 1 fYMtfrr^EWiM San Antcnic File J? ' 



This letter ykis answered by ■ B in a letter dated 
July la, 1933, addr essed tc R everend GER/JJD L. K^cSnDT at Shrevcport, 
Itouisiana, in whitifl^^HAfurnishcd Rover endS^ITl^YjUJ^h o address of 
iJXJLPH HITLER and DH^SSBSElS. In the lctter|^^^^^^3| stated, "It is 
possible that the New York Nazi Mcvoocnt is in ^Sfcnwithall .wEierican move- 
ments of their own natura* They could be reached by moans of the Nov; York 
Staatsbuergor Zeitung*" i*. carbon copy cf this letter cf July H, 1933 is al- 
so being retained in tho files cf the San **ntonio Field Division in the case 
cf 1 



Referenced letter stated that both cf these letters were 
recovered and wor e appropriately marked for identification by Special Agent c 
^jS^^S^S^SfSM 0 ^ ^ rjl atonic Field Division, *" 





advised that GEk'JD L. SlilTH stayed at 
tho Jung Hotel for sevuraj. cays ui October, 1936, and that at the con clusion 
cf his stay he left behind a largo cardboard carton, v/hich fl R stated 

contained a large number cf letters^pamphlets, and other documents/ as well 
as some articles cf clothings VSSpH stated that most cf the letters 
dealt v/ith a number cf speaking cng^^Hrts throughout the ccuntry, v/hich was 
(hiring the time that SL'ITH was travelling with DR. FR.JJCIS 3. TOWNSEND and 
speaking on the Townsond Old Age pension Plan. 

In a letter dated June 23, 1936, 
Los -*n£elcs^a^^crnia. informed SMITH - oF tno unabated 
oficrts on the part of^^^^jg^^fc^J in his advocacy of the principles 
annunciated by the latesenaforHuS^Tr LONG, and asking SMITH tc express 
a word cf appreciation for th~ unselfish devotion to a good cause manifested 
by this man. 

In a letter Jated July 25, 1936, written by 

Plaintalk Llagazino, 1003 K Street . II.Tf* . hashing tonj 

l, New York City, » 

,o yuecn Elizabeth Sunday tne Louisiana lxfrH! Ereail story, so I can 
use it in September, and help alcn- my plea to SB to t.«ut GERALD cn 
the air in September? 1*11 fix it up with her Srhortrcublo maybe giv- 
ing SEN THOliiS a real break in PT." 



bit 






state:) that on June 2k j 1936, 
U..S* ijiti-CcmiiTunist League, P. 0. Box <-■., 
a, a dvis ed SwITH that he was organizing an ant i- Communist 




jporu, 

T .i-m-f-i - 11 r>i-> , 1 +■ * j'TT T T 1 r\T T TTT Ti*V 1TJT T V W»w! v, A ^n K > M 4-<! ^v< tf-S ±W~ ..~« A w. A «4- 

4IV(3J.V 11 cilu uifiU >l -Li-ii-i J— ii_ -UJ-lUX " 'Vl I t I liC. '-. 111. b^JUJ^Wb^Ul >'XW1 U1U LIU V \JXWJ11 1/ Hiir.b 

soever. He requested SMITH tc affiliate with them as a member cf their Gen- 
eral Staff. In a letter dated June 20, 1936 



J? 



i 
I 



0 





He stated th'.t he had concentrated for the last 
year ana a hall cn the purpose cf censorship cn the radio, and other intoler- 
able radic wrongs already existing in Sou thorn California, Ho attached a 
copy captioned "Extracts From Report of George H. Hill, Examiner for the 
Federal CcmmunicatiLns Commission" and stated that f cr the past year and c no- 
half he had been carrying cn a figh^^c obtain a voice cn the air for the 
Liberals cf Southern Calif crnis. M^^pr edicts tint SUITH and all Towns end's 
speakers would be bared from the radic and deprived of use cf the mail, and 
urges SMITH to cooperate with him and seiao cf his clients in establishing a 
super power radio station just outside cf the confines of the u nited States, 
stating: 

"rfe have been working cn this matter new for more 
than six months, we have chosen a site, have been assured cux 
permit, and have the official assurance of tho continued 
exercise of that freedom of speech which we are entitled to 
> in the United States but are net receiving, 

"I shall not go into more details here. The im- 
portance cf this matter warrants a pcrscnal interview here 
in Los **ngeles with someone from your organization authorized 
to Act. 



"I strongly urge you to designate someone in 
your organization to take this matter up with me and to do 
something about it while ycu still have the finances and 
the crganizaticn. This station will be an anchor to vandw?-rd 
for you if and when ycur movement becomes threatening enough 
to cause entrenched greed to take the extreme measures 
$ gainst you which I have mentioned. You think you have been 
persecuted but 'ycu ain't seen ncthing yet*. 11 



stated that SLIITH also received a letter dated 
June 7> IffjjS^cnthe .Lev&crnead cf tt^Natjrnal Press Club, V»ashingtcn, D,C, ^ 
signed V H In this letter V Bdiscussed tho Philadelphia 

Con vent lcnan^rei erred tc Prosidcn^HuBSWB as "the grinning snake Charmer ^ 
Lord Franklin", and as the "Happy Borrower who soon will be turned cutwith all 
the rest of the snake oil venders," 



•/ f-i'f'.i.*' 



m 




In a letter dated June 25, 1936 _ 
Share Our Yvealth Society cf i'inorica, lierrillan, Vi/is cons in ,~ r of er s to 
'Emperor Farley's rotten Reman Raw Deal", <md states that "Mr. Roosevelt *>' 
sold the free citizens of the United States to a Paper program". 

On September 8, I936«||^f^)§^^B Radio Legion of America, 
731 North Highland Avenue, Hollywood, CaTTfcrnS^statod that Radic Legion re- i 
ports the organized protest cf all liberals . and progressives against the ' 
intolerable radio conditions existing in the United States, whereby the right 
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of free Speech is being nullified, and enclosed a copy cf an address Specially 
prepared for use cn the Radic tor Ifr. GERALD L.'K. SMITH, and furnished by 
Radic Le^icn cf ^America in the fcrin prepared by its attorney Jir. LAwRENCE W. 
ALLEN, 1731 Hir^iland Avenue, Hollywood, This speech was titled "New Deal Is 
Opposed to free Speech". 



loft at the Jun£ Hctel wer 
dated October 9, 1936, si.^n^J by 
Building, Atlanta, Georeia. In t 



stated that amcn^ SMITH'S belongings which ho 

also copies ,of two letters addressed to SUITH, 

10 




tc the pr oposed incorporation cf a po litical Society with 

fey Smith, Wt^g^ m ^^^ m ^^^^ M ^ f ^'^^S'^S^i-. ins T»r»rsnnsrirf t.Vint. • 
tW! 




S W^"""'T?1 r Krietta Street 

refers 
corporators 
t was proposed that this corporation be 




xn r flf58tem gram arc, but the name of the corporation is not 
The Corporation Trust Company is mentioned as the Agent to com- 
oration in VfiXmingtcn, Delaware. In a postscript tc this let- 
stated that he had just road an article in the Oc tober 
iner, describing SI'ITH as the Hitler of .America, 




inccrpcrat 
mentioned, 
plcte t 
tor 

of. 

tells SMITH to "get a copy and accept the challenge. It looks xiko the Jews 
are soing tc f orceycutcbcccme anti-S otitic." In a second lotter dated 
October 9, ^36, ^K^^^M attaches a copy of a letter written by him in 
response tc an arTTH^^^ear inj^bithoJewish Examiner. He^statcstha^he^ 
is not mailing the criminal to^^^w^^^J| cr the copies tc^^M^^^^^^ 

tached letter was addressed tL-g^^^^^ aM||fcu _ [ ^ itf ^^ggfM Jewish Examiner, 
186 Joralomcn Street, Brceklyn^!cwicriCjanc^5^^ 

"I have read the article cf Dr. Birkhead appearing 
in the October 2nd issue cf your publication in which he describes 
Gerald L. K. Smith as anti-Semitic and possessed of ambitions 
against the Jews similar tc these of Hitler. 



Semitic, 

who withou 




atGornl^Smith is not anti- 

ueBTicn is a Jq-,; ancT BR^^^^SM Bl cnc c:f W 

associates whose father maintains an oiilce at 2? Broadway, Nov/ 
York City, and who also without question is a Jew can confirm 
is sta tement that Gerald Smith is net anti-Semitic. | M 
of New Orleans can also confirm the statement. TScy 
ow tnat.I have no prejudice against Jews cr any ether race or 
religion. I am the son of a Baptist Preacher, attended a 
Catholic Academy, was in the office cf General Counsel for the 
Ku Klux Klan and voted for Alfred E. Smith. 




1 



"However, the Jews are guilty of so much rascality 
in banking circles that an anti-Senutic mcvencnt wculd be very 
popular. You have annoyed Gerald Smith all ever America with 
your fears that he would use his £reat powers against your race. 
One reascn that you have been chased from country to country 
during every feneration since the crucifixion cf Jesus is ycur 
fear. I dc net know wh ether that fear comes from a guilty 



conscience or frcn lack of intestinal fortitude, but I de knew 
that ycur offensive attacks against any loader who tries to throw 
off the yoke cf slavery from the people by liber alizinr? then is 
sufficient tc disgust such leader with the entire Jewish race. 
Your attacks on Gerald Smith which arj without foundation cr rea- 
son, are likely to cporate as a boomerang to your race. 

"Unless ycur paper writes an apology in the next 
issue tc ycur unwarranted assailraent of Gerald Smith, ycu have my 
definite assurance that I shall prevail upon him tc accept the 
challenge which ycu have thrust upon him. I am s undine copies cf 
this letter tc his and my mutual friends whose names are mention- 
ed above. Kncwinr; cf my sincerity as they dc, they will under- 
stand this letter. If ycu Jews as a minority cf cur citizenry 
desire tc enjoy the freedom which ycu now have, my suggestion 
would be that ycu net antagonize the leaders cf the majority* 
Ycu are precipitating considerable trcuble fcr yourselves. 

"Ever since Jesus was crucif iod f^r kicking the 
money chancers cut cf the temple fcr purely economic reasens to 
prevent the usurious practices cf that day and tc liberate the 
poor, Gentiles have endeavored tc live in peace and harmony with 
you, but every time an effort has been made tc rout the money 
chancers, ycu consider it an attack tfpen your entire race. So 
Ion;; as such a position is assumed y^u need never hope for per- 
manent security in any country. If the Jewish money chancers 
will turn the coinage cf money back tc the Congress cf the United 
States in accordance with the provisions of cur Constitution, 
I do not believe ycu will hear any utterances from Gerald Smith, 
Father Ccughlin cr anyone else mentioning a Yuall Street Jewish 
name. Ycu must remember what Rothschild, a Jew, said about 
Hiving him the right to coin the money and he did net care who 
was in charge of the government. 

"If your race really wants tc start an anti-Semitic 
movement, as is indicated in your publication cf October 2nd, I 
believe ycu are cn the road toward that end. Remember that 
ninety two per cent cf the /imerican families have an average 
worth cf only about #3^26 and there are very few Jewish families 
in that category." 

|HB| stated that there were many ether letters that 
SMITH left at the Jun^Tote^ most of which dealt with the political situa- 
tion, in Louisiana, after Lr nr*s death, the Townsend Old .uge Pension Plan, 
Activities cf the Union Party During the 1936 Presidential Campaign, etc. 
This information is net bein : ^ set cut in detail, inasmuch as it is net be- 
lieved tc be of any value, in this investigation; howevor^a^^^f the above 
letters referred tc were furnished tc the writer by^jj^^^^!^^^^^ and are 
being retained in the New Orleans file in this case Torpo3Sib^cl\iture re- 
ference. 
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■ ■ that a number of newspaper clippings 

magazine articles were contained in the box which SMITH left at the June 
Hotel, Amonf* these articles were the following ' 



A bccklet entitled "E." Pluribus Unum, a Story of 
Today and cf Today »s Tomorrow"/ published by the Patriot pub- 
lishing Co., Los Angeles, 

A pamphlet entitled, "Who Wants War, The Inside 
Story cf the Ethiopian Affair", published by the Edmcndson 
Service, Bh Washington Street, New York City. 

A pamphlet entitled "Toward Armageddon ty the 
Squire cf Cruna Elbow", published by the Militant Christian 
Association, Charleston, S. C. 

A mimeographed copy cf an address of Rev. Gerald 
L. K. Smith, delivered before the National Press Club, 
Washington, D. C. cn Friday, Au.aist 7, 1936. 

Two typewritten copies entitled "Excerpts Prcm 
An Address Delivered by Gerald L. K. Smith, Tomlinson Head- 
quarters, Indianapolis, Indiana, September 26, 1936". 

Several printed copies cf the Funeral Oration 
delivered over the Grave of Huoy Pierce Lon^, by Gerald L.K. 
Smith, September 12, 1935 • 

A series of pamphlets published by the National 
Civic Federation, written by RALPH N. KiSLEY, entitled "Red 
Uethcdist Church of Red Incubus", "U. S. Department cf Jus- 
tice Powerless to Deal with Communist Activities", "Labor 
Day Problems of I936 What is the Way Out V'lio scow* s Sabotage 
Agencies Unmasked". 

Three pamphlets cf the Little Buffalo series, 
entitled, "Making Honey Safe for Prosperity - Figuring the 
Towns end Plan", "Three Plans In One", and "Re-invi^oratinc 
Confidence.". 

A typewritten copy of a lengthy manuscript en- 
titled "Report tc lir. Sykes July 17, 1936 - Re U. H. V/. of A." 

A typewritten manuscript which is taken from 
the Fellowship Form cf 1065 Wisconsin Avenue, Washington, 
D. C, under the date October, 1935, entitled "Roman Catholic 
Uurders U. S. Senator Huey P. Lon^ cf Louisiana. Down with 
Romanism should be our Slogan in America." 
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scries of pamphlets entifled, "American Coalition," 



Tork City, entitled - 



"Invitation" 
"A Call tc Arms" 
"How to Help" 
"Tentative Platform" 
"nominations" 
"Membership" 
"Clergymen of America" 
"Editors of America" 
"Voters cf America" 
"Eternity". 

ml. /-\_4- _t irniC - ^» o J- M-i —x 

liikj wbuuci'i J-,7 jw" issue ui uun cui u {liBbu jrj guii- 

taining Biography Sketches cf Father Ccughlin, William Luroke, 
Rev* Gerald L.K, Smith (pares 82-86), Dr. Tcvmsend, Norman 
Thomas, and Earl Browdor, in an article entitled "That Third 
Party" by HUBEKT HARRIS. 

September 29, 1936 issue of New Uasses, under 
lined on pages U and 12, where the name cf GEH_iLD L. K. SMITH 
is mentioned. 

The October 25» 1936 issue cf New Masses under- 
lined on page 6 in an article called "The Coughlin Convention". 

The August 22, 1936 issue of The Nation, v/hich 
contains an article cencernins SMITH cn page 213. 

September, 1936 issue cf Common Sense, which 
contains an article concerning SMITH on Page 10. 

The July 25, 1936 issue of The Nation, contain- 
ing an article entitled "Huey Long, the Second - Interview 
with GSR/JJ) L. K. S1IITH", by Gerold Frank, 



pa.^o torn fr om the Literary 



ie+. r 1 r> +.1 *H An ot v<3 +, 
'*■' ~ *- — ••"O""' - 

1, 1936, containing an article entitled "Four Preachers in 
political America" , 



The above magazines were also furnished to the writer by | 
land are being retained in the New Orleans File in this case. jp" 



■pi 



On February 111, 19il2, _ _ 
Now Orleans, called at this cTficc and 'furnished Special ^gent 
with a number cf newspaper clippings of apparent^^anti- \f\ 
v/hich she stated h ad been .liven t c her byM^£»^Ny^ J *" y 
a boarder at the sane ad r us s ^fZM&S&SSiM^ statod u3| |f 



1 •» 



was roceivinc considerable literature £rcm GEfULD L. K. SLETH and also pro- 
duced a page cf what appears to be enc of SMITH'S "inner circle messages". 







( ing that time 

freceived considerable litsrature anT^crresnondonce from GERALD 
5UITH and the Committee cf One Million. I^^^^^l 5 ^ 011 tnat 
attempted to net the pecple in the hcusoLoxaKexnis literature" 
and read it. She furnished the writjr a letter entitled "Ucssa^c For Inner 
Circle Only," dated at Detroit, liichi^an, liirch 28, 19h2, signed GEHLilD 
L. K. SMITH, and an "Inner Circle" message dated May 8, l<?ii2. 
are also bein^rcta^ied in the Hoi/ Orleans file cf this case, 
stated +>i "^y^^i, " constantly criticizinc President ROC 
and Prime UinisTercfluI^HJLL^^ to be purely' 1 in sympathy 

w ith SMITH a nd his ideas. J| B advised that on August h, 19u2 , 

[moved tc Jacks on^^^^^^Sn/rr here she is now llariiiZ-al^ilfc 

lirid twe small suitcases and a caro^o^rT^Bx^wiich 
she stated contained seme of subject's clothes, and personal effects, but 
which ehewaspositive did not contain any more literature or correspondence 
which ^^S^^^^ may have received from GERaLD L. K. SlilTH. 

On .August 15, l?uO, Kj^^S^^SR an employee cf Jordan 
& Booth, Inc.^ameni^c^thin^ store inSnrevepcrt, Louisiana, advised 
Special Agonx S^^^fip that in abcut 1935 cr 1936, Keverand GEKALD L. K. 
SHITH cane int^^^^^^^ore, accompanied by a man tvhera he described as an 
organizer for the "Silver Shirts", at which time Hev. SMITH purchased a 
hat for this man* At that tine SMITH, or the man that accompanied him, re- 
quested information as to the cost of securing £ray colored shirts, ap- 
parently tc be used as uniform for the Silver Shirts. After SLIITH and this 
other man departed, they forgot some of the Silver Shirt propaganda, which 
stayed in the store for a while until someone destroyed it. This informa- 
tion was furnished tc the Bureau in a letter dated April 18, I9h0, and ap- 
pears in New Orleans file 65— ll9— 37 • 



- FENDING - , U x r. 
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UNDEVELOPED LE/iDS 



ATLANTA FIKLD DIVISION - 




At Atlanta j Georgia , will inter viow 1_ 
cf the Ansley Hotel, for any information he may possess concerning 
, and his activities. 

ivi-M Hjg r n^iv ps^rj^jg tjp ccnnoeticn between 
GERALD L. K. SMITH and ---- --- - -' 231 Marietta Street Build- 

ing^tlanta, with particular reference to the political corporation which 

P and SMITH may have organized and incorporated in the state of 
DeTawareT in 1936. 

INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION ~ 

At Indianapolis, Indiana , will contact officials of ^ the 
•7j.u nu—-? nu^^^u ->-.•-' +TT^ ttt-v -! -i7r>r> c -i +-"■ pi.npn nVmynVi . Pntler University. 

( Ul QU'UUO yil 13 OJ-U.il UllUJ. Wi rujiv uxiu> unxww w*u t a -l. 1 v..—. — — - ' 

for details as tc SliITH»s activities while Pastor cf those congelations. 

Will chock the records cf Butler Theological Seminary for 
information as to date and place cf birth cf the subject. 



1/ill endcaver to asc 



thj date and place of the sub- 




Toot states he married ELE/JJOR SORENsflTcn June 21, 1922, and that his son 
is new eighteen years old. 

JJHaVAUKEE FIELD DIVISION 

At Milwaukee, Wisconsin , will make every effort to verify 
subjects birth date and place, and his true and correct name, it beinrs not- 
ed that he has stated that he was born at Pardeeville, Wisconsin, February 
27, 1898. 

Will endeavor to verify the *\ite and place cf birth cf 
subject's sen GER^lLD SMjTH , Jh», who was probably bcrn in Viroqua^i n about 
1921, to EL&iNOR S0RENSQ1I, ^^gS.'^ ^SSBSt!^ ^^ 11 



ne Selective 



Service status of GEH,'»IJ}l6i:i^_.JH. 



NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION - 



^^^^ 



At Now York City, New York , will intoi-viuw 
cf Hotel New Yorker, for any inf crmaticn in his possossicn cencern- 
H's back ; ^round and activity. 
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ttiSHIKGTOW KIKLD DIVISION - 



At Wa5hinrton 3 D» C* i iriil interview^ 

_____ International News Service, for any inf crnation in his possession 
concerning subject's background and activity. 

Will contact or . other members cf the firm 
of Davies, Richbcrg, Becbe, Busic^6^^5nv3scn, anr 3 . obtain information 
in this firm's file concerning the background and activity cf SillTH. 

Will interview ^pfao 1 ^ m '"]■'- tma i * i mmB wnc was 

intimate wIU^mttH when both were associated with HU3Y P. LONG, for any 
information ljSS^yi -s concerning subject's background, and especially con- 
cerning subjects connection with policy's Silver Shirts, prior to 193k • 

HEW ORLRJfc FIELD DIVISION - 



At Shreveport, Louisiana , will interviev; _ 
for information in his possession concerning SMITH'S bacK^round and activity. 

Will intGrv ^ ,r BS5SS^5s3S>SS^B cf Shreveport Times, 
for any information he has as to subjecv^acfWRRs^wiile in Shreveport. 
It will be recalled thatf||I||feras a member of the Board cf Stewar-is of the 
Kingshishway Christian Mlr^Krt. the time that S1IITH was the Pastor cf that 
Church, 



■ .^^.H 



^h-p^^,, niiiiiiinnii^wi witl1 regard to SMITH'S activities while 

^fsnreveport, and nis 'cenffifevumwith Policy's Silver Shirt Legion. 

17111 int or vicnv^^fe^^^^S^I for any information in his 
possession concerning SI.IITK and his activities while in Louisiana, 
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IDENTITY OF mfVidVJWS IN KEP ORT OF 

sfbcLlL ;»gent Jp^^J|jf|jp| Dated 

ENTITLED "GEK/iLD LYUtM KENNETH SLTTH* 
was.,ct al; INTERNAL SECURITY - 
SEDITION," NEiV ORLEANS FILE IJo,62-U9l*. 
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62-43818 -If-/ 



Date : 



To: ASSISTANT ATTGRKET OEHHUL 1EKDEU BERQB 



CC-285 




•4 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Buoject: 



GERALD L« K. SHITK, with aliAi 
"HIE COVUITTKE OF ONE KILLIOI" 
IHTKRKAL SECUFJTT - XDITIOH 



There are enclosed hereiidthfM^ourjpnsideration 
a oop7 of the report of Special Agent ^^i^^mjm Orleans, 
Louisiana, da ted Auguat 26. 1942, u nd a copy of the report of 
Special Agent W^^SSSSw^S^ Atlanta, Ooorgla, feted 
August 29, 194?^hTheaDovWT!mied natter. 



Enclosure 



T hi 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEW IS UELAOT 
DATE_-^-JY 5t ^ 



• -.V- T7,V-f-"'" 



■t :>, Toison 

[ Kr. E. A. Tamm 

r Mr. cioee 

I Mr. Clovtn 

I Mr. Ladd 

| Mr. Nichols 

[ Mr. Troey. 

| Kr. Hor.eD 

l 

' li'ir. Ccrooa .... 

: Iii". CoCey 

; Kr. IZcadon 

; . . IToI '.<izr.au . . 
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Date: ^Jll/^Z 

42-43818-128 

To: ASi-ISTAIT ATTCRKST OGTCJUL TODELL 



4- 2549^3 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject: 



OEJiALD LTV AH fcOTCTH SMITH 
THS COJOOTTKB CF GR5 ICLLIOI 
CfTSTJvAL S-SCURITT - 5ZDXTIO* 




There la laoloeed herewith fbr your fUrttar 
acnrldar*^^ ^ g^pr of the report of djwoiAl A#mt 

Detroit, Michigan, dated September 8 # 

the above-entitled natter* 



Incloeure 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Mm No. l 



WH V MO. 




■ TSTLE 

\\)sJ GERALD 1 




REPORT MADS AT 



DETROIT, l£rCHIGAN 



DATE WHIN MADE 



9/2/42 



PCRIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 



GERALD LYMAtf KBECLITH "SM1H, also known as. Gerald 
mith; 

sams of ore lamoN 



REPORT MAOC BY 



MBB 



CHARACTER OF CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY; 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



MR. SI£lTH presently devoting full energy 
to securing Republican nomination and 
ultimate election as United States Senator 
from iiichigan, making extensive speaking 
tour state of Michigan, weekly radio 
'speeches continue to attack New Deal Ad- - 
ministration and Ii'ALTBR «iaCH2LL. VJIXKELL 
in, -"Liberty" magazine said SiilTH had been 
indicted, -"Liberty" magazine to publish 
\ apology and retraction. SMITH'S weekly 
, y% f\ income estimated to be approximately 
L 1. 'T<' / y^l500. SifcllTH described as opportunist f 
-x- I,, 1 ' vehemently antagonistic and anti-New 

.■US C '" n si an A nv^vaf al v i nt "i T oun cVi . Q: TT i 

plrsonality extremely egotistical and 
I g C**s dictatorial. SI£CTH l S financial backers 







D«C , been "biggest men in Detroit." 

jC'1f L ' t J fUm s ^™ ts "Dangerous Enemies" edited by Rev* ^ 






L. Kjtti£> dUKUxitt, lormer writer lor ti^WLLU i wa ^ 
ViliKOD. SLUUi had former brief associations . g © 
with CKL£SAL IIQSBLSY PELL3Y . Recent contact £ 
with GERALD Y.lNFdCD. Sever?! Years ago Sl-HTH ^jg 
refused very profitc.ble propaganda offer f rom S 
German Consul in. Mew York.* SMITH - has read o 
iffilN KA*lPF and described it as a^marvelous 
book. ^RS. ELIZAErtH BILLING attempting to 
contact SMITH. August 1942 issue of THD CROSS 
AMn Ttr? pxag distributed August 3-* 1942, and * 



- P - 



CO 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



2 - Chariot/ 1./ 
2 - iJev; Orleanqi' / 4 

1 - USA Detroit / / 

4 - Detroit t> 
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REFERS. ICE: 



Report of Special Agent 

dated August 11, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, 




DETAIU3 : At Detroit , liichigan : 

_ ___ whose identity is known to the b 

Bureau, advised that iraq, ttt .T7. r~. ^ithj/tdtt .t t un nf nh-iftagn, Illinois, was making 
repeated attempts to contact Silt Hi but SL1ITH was anxious to avoid her at the 
present time. Hie person who is attempting to establish this contact is a 
person very close to SalTH and to ;.:RS. ELIZABETH DILLIHG by the name of LKS. 
liURRAJ KKCfsLSS who is presently active in United Mothers of America and who 
with her husband was formerly active in the Detroit Chapter of the America 
First Committee. 

stated that SiHTH is presently 
devoting practically a±x nis energy to his political campaign for the 
Republican nomination and the ultimate election to the office of United 
States Senator from the state of Michigan. He is constantly appealing for 
support from persons on the mailing list of the Committee of One liillion. V*) 
He frequently sends out mimeographed letters requesting financial contri- P 
butions and other assistanuesuch as providing transportation and helping 
to arrange meetings, ^^^^^^B stated he had learned that SMITH'S average 
receipts through his mai^areaDout £200 daily. He had also heard a rumor 
that Si.HTH was not obligated t o pay rent for his space in the Industrial 
Bank Building but that the office space was a gratuitous contribution* 
Informant stated that three of the principal visitors to SLUTH'S office, 
the location of w hich is never publicized, a re IJU Al© iiH3, ^^^flrcLtfQXI^S, 

IH'i mmm •- -rir , , ill 1111(1111 |Wr Retf. I^p/--^IO.-!, 
Tontiac, i-icnlgan, lnronoant stated that numerous copies of SCIHBrElRS \p 
C0*£I£tfT*.T0R magazine containing an article about H&HTiY. FORD are available 
at S3£LTK'S office. Until recently, numerous copies of the ESD IJST l.'OSK 
by ELIZABS'XH DILLIfJG and THE OCTOPUS by RSV. FKAHK WOODRUFF (analias of 
i£ES. 3LIZAE33H DILLIflG) were kept on hand at SIXTH'S office. 

%S§^^ by the 

writer accompanied by Special A^ent «^t!5|^f^»^^^^^^pat- first 
stated that he did not want to impar^an^in^B5Hon^?™a!^about SIIITH 
unless th e writer first obtained the authority of 

Ford Motor Company. However, when informant was assufi 
,empt would be made to involve the Ford llotor Company or its officers 
for any support it might have contributed, he v;as willing to give the 
following information: 



He said that when SMITH came to Detroit in 1939, in 
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unless I know what his conduct is," 

Mj^^^^V^SE^^SS^g^J also advised that SMITH has 

been in contac^jittykfl* ^ Wj^ilan^enat^JDmT REYNOIDS* He has also Vn, 
contacted^ M who has promised SMITH 

botji financia^suppor^«SnOTic^onth^coiio^^ his political affairs. i)7P 
SMITH was preparing the repor^o^hisexDense|^ki connection with hie primary . 
political campaign and told^| Hof ED BARNARD, Detroit 

political leader, "I want tomakesurethatitis good enough but still don't 
want to make it too good* 11 SMITH then arranged to get BERNARD'S comments on 
his campaign report* 

Shortly before the primary election on September 15th f 
to be exact on the night of September 11th, 1942, a broadcast was arranged 
over radio station WJR in which WILLIAM FOWEHfMALONET spoke on the evils of 
seditious propaganda and closed by referring to the indictment of twenty- 
eight persons for sedition in Washington, D* C* The Civil Rights Federation 
was to follow immediately and mention that one of the seditious publications 
mentioned in:the indictmentwa^JTheCross And The Flag", which is published J? 
by GERALD L. K. SMITH* ■ W advised SMITH of this contemplated 

program but said there wasnoTnTn^necould do to change it since the facts 
as stated were accurate. It should be stated here that the Civil Rights 
Federation is known to the Detroit Field Office as a Communist Front Organization, 
The broadcast was actually made as planned* 

. On September 13, W^^stheDrlmary campaign was 
drawing to a close SMITH commented to that the smear campaign 
against him was not as bad as it jaigh^naveDeenoecause he thought they would 
have run articles about his connection with WII^IAM DUDLEY PE^LEY, who is now 
serving fifteen years for sedition* SMITH explained that many newspapers 
were hesitant to carry such information because they feared a decrease in 
circulation* 

| ■ continued that SMITH has / 

persisted in attemptiJ^tocontac^HARSs A .""LINDBERGH at the Ford Willow ( 
Run Bomber Plant* To date it is not believed that SMITH has contact] 




rj©BgQiyMyieJi|sjucceeded in having a two-hour conference with f 

I °* Ford Motor Company, on September 23, 1942* o 



A^Lh^concKsionoftnecbnf erence, SMITH informs his wife that the men at 
the Ford Motor Company were panic stricken and were open to suggestion • 

SMITH directed his secretary, fl B to make out 

two separate financial reports for his political campaign, one in the name 
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CSRALD L« K« SMITH, Candidate, and the other in the name of The Committee of 
One Million, and the reports were to show that all of campaign funds were 

SMITH again telephonically contacted L<jc*s 
B and demanded one thousand dollars «P 

_ _ | to send one hundred dollars right 

away, *" 

■I » r. 

A circular letter mimeographed unter the name National 
Workers League reads as follows: 

"National Workers League founded 1938, Nationalism is love of one f s 
own country — The readiness to sacrifice everything to its interests* 

Detroit, Michigan, September 9> 1942, Nationalist News Letter 139, 
Volume 4, Number 5« 

All Michigan Nationalists are expected to vote September 15, 1942 
for GERALD L. K. SMITH, Republican Candidate for United States 
Senate* 

All Detroit Nationalists are expected to vote September 15 » 1942 
for VIRGIL L. CHANDLER (Sojourner Truth), Candidate for Detroit 
City Council* 

Win the War for Americans Only*" 

Confidential Informant recently advised that SMITH had 
decided to run as an independent Republican Candidate for the office of United 
States Senator from the State of Michigan in opposition to Judge HOMER 
FERGUSON* SMITH confirmed at length with Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS and expressed 
to Senator REYNOLDS that REYNOLDS should explain to his good friend in Washington 
that SMITH was going to run and that if SMITH didn't win, his good friend would 
be assured of election (the good friend is possibly Senator PRENTISS M/'BROWN, 
Democrat Candidate for election as Senator from^^chigan)^^SejMto^^EfNOLDS . ^ 
waa, if any, cordial with SMITH according toy^ W and J?'" 

congratulated SMITH on his fine showing* Informan^stated that SMITH had 
boasted having discovered that the leaders ^of the Foreign Policy Association were 
Rabb^YISE, EI£ A NOiy^OOSSVBLT, and HAROLD^ ASKI, whom SMITH described as a 
notorious English Communist* SMITH aaid that these three leaders stood for a 
big "super-dooper world government" and that waa the "nigger in the woodpile"* 

SMITH criticized WAIXACE'S statement, which warned the \ 
United States against spoiling the internatigna^jeytionships in the rubber *>' 
industry* SMITH said very sarcastically to ^^^^^^^^P of Detroit, Michigan, 
We can crawl on our stomachs and go to town onou^SeesDut we mustn't hurt 
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the feelings of the British rubber monopoly. 

^^^^^oyjt^r8, 1942, according to information received L<1^ 
from f|P SMITH had a political meeting in which he ^ 
atteniptecRo^anSSrtnear^ement of his enemies that he was a lieutenant 
of HUET LONG. SMITH announced that HUET LONG was a great man and that the 
only times he made mistakes was when he was under the influence of liquor* 
SMITH also said, "Before we will submit to being city-slicked by another 
JVENDELL TTILKIE or any of his Michigan stooges, we will start a new party and 
nominate CHARLES LINDBERGH for President." 

All of SMITH'S radio addresses have been received by the 
writer under an arrangement as previously described. It is noted, however, 
that practically all of SMITH'S recent speeches have been devoted entirely to 
political propaganda aimed at securing his nomination as Republican Candidate 
for the office of United States Senator from Michigan. The following speeches 
made by SMITH are being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office and 
are not being reported verbatim because it is felt that they pertain exclus- 
ively to political propaganda: August 30, 1942, September 9, 11, 13, 14 A.M., 
14 P.M., and 15, 1942. 

The election was held and SMITH met his defeat on 
September 15, 1942. On September 20, 1942 SMITH explained to his friends over 
the radio the reasons for his defeat as being newspaper opposition, professional 
politicians of the Republican Party and New Deal politicians encouraging the 
Republican Party to nominate the Republican Candidate who would be not easily 
defeated by the Democrats. In his speech SMITH addressed the successful 
Republican Nominee Judge HOMER FERGUSON and criticized him for, having not 
discussed the real issues of the campaigns. SMITH said that the Republicans 
will want to know how you stand on WENDELL WILKIE's Post-War Plan to make us 
part of an international empire. The people want to know whether you think 
the Baruch Committee on rubber is an intelligent attempt to solve this problem 
or merely an attempt to save the monopolies. The balance of this speech also 
is deemed to be purely political and is, therefore, not being quoted in full. 

SMITH'S radio address on September 26, 1942 was also 
purely political in which SMITH suggested that he was seeking the advice of 
his followers to determine whether or not they thought he could run as an 
independent Republican Candidate. This speech also is being retained in the 
file of the Detroit Field Office and is not being quoted verbatim herein. 
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ENCLOSURES ; TO THE BUREAU 



One copy of July, 1942 "The Cross And The Flag." 
One copy of August, 1942, "The Cross And The Plag # " 



-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



*THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 



View 



LOUISIANA will attempt to locate and inter- 

lurinc HlffiYLONG'S 



located, will interview ] 

^finances, support era, and activities* 

THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

At DETROIT. MICHIGAN will maintain contacts with 
Informants and obtain copies of any propaganda for prompt transmittal to the 
Bureau. 



-PENDING- 
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i 62-43818-157 
Date: 



cc- 



To: 



Assistant Attorney General ttendell Bern 

^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 3h\Sa_B*mfiAfcLSE: 

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject; GERALD LYJtAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases! 

INTERNAL SECURITT; CUSTODIAL DBTEHTlONj SEDTTIOW. . 



|r. To] son 



0 ar.B. A. Tamm For VOUr lnf?rp«U^ T 

Special Agent ^ p 

Jra^e^oTCTacM 



U. cie gf special Agent f 
,jir.GUvir»55«d letter at Detroit, Michigan, on November 13, 1942 
ir. Ladd *° ™ Dlvipton L of Jlerofck lender dat^/P* Decenber 3, 1942. 



onl wlah to advise that a copy of the report of 
TkW submitted in connection with the above- 
chigan, on November 13, 1942, was forwarded 



Ir. Nichols 

• Rosan 

*:ir. Tracy 

ir- Canon__ 
F'. Cof fey_ 
Hendon__ 
Kramer 
It. McGuire 



Quinn Tamm 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILEDl 

£ C£C 5 1Q42 /fa 

FEDERM BUREAU OF ISVFj 
U. S- OEPARTMtST Or n 




4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemptions ) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

CH Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Document^) originating with the following government agency(ies) ^'ZfT OF 77/c 

1^ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



Q For your information: 



$3 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXX 



FBI/DOJ 




From! J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: GERALD LIMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases) 
THE COlflJITTEE OF 1,000,000) 

INTFHNAL SECURITTj CUSTODIAL DETENTION) SEUTTIOI, 

Mr. Tolion 

Mr 7 A Timm 

— Transmitted herewith for your information and possible assistance 
eES — ere-eopies of a oomnuni cation received in connection with this matter from 
Mr. GUv.n_ ttHttlltuy Intelligence Servioe st Washington, D. C, under date of 



Jtevember 5, 1942. 



Mr. Ladd 

Mr. NichoU 

Mr. Rosen Boclosure 

Mr. Trtcy_r 

Mr 
Mr 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Car ion 

Coffey, 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Krimer 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Quton 
Mr. Nei«e_ 
Misi Gandy_ 
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_TtDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U^fc^FARTMEHT OF 





JOHN BDGAR 
Pll 



Si- J 
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0. 



Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



finite* frfcrtw B*partm*ni of Iitsrrir* 

Detroit, Michigan 
December 1,19^2 . 

PSifiSLi^iL Aim ocitiije:i?ial 

" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Re: SlHALD LYIOi 
CUSTODIAL 




Dear Sir; 



Please "be adv ised t hat the_ f 
received from 
Bureau. •' f 




dditional information has "been 

whose identity is known to the 



GERALD ^MITH, having received over one hundred twenty thousand votes in the 
primary canpaign as Republican candidate for the nomination as United States 
Senator from the State of Michigan, was encouraged eventhough he failed to 
receive the Republican nomination. Consequently he announced his candidacy as 
an Independent Republican for the same office. He encountered some 
difficulty in counties where voting machines were used and he repeatedly 
advised his faithful followers to insist on the right to demand s^naper 
ballot and to place a pa-oer sticker with the name of GZRALD L. I'\j5HITH 
over the name of either HaXR^FERGUSOlT or FKElTISS M.^BaOWN and to mark an 
n X fl in front of this sticker. He also advised his followers to report any 
attempt on the part of election officials to impede the right to vote for 
the "sticker candidate". 

SMITH aimed several criticisms at his opponents, particularly he accused 
HOMER HRG0S02T of violating the constitution of the State of Michigan by [ 
running for political office within one year of his tenure on the bench 
as judge of the Wayne County Circuit Court. 

During thecourseoftjjte campaign SMITH was in touch with a' 
( probably f^^^^ ^^^^ f* but nothing of importance was transacted 
between tnem^^^^^^^^^ 

On October 29, 1942 SMITH addressed a telegram to Sena tor Vandenberg of 

RECORDED 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN ICEKliiTH SMITE 

u i.'-i/t:d wc^ciiiwci J- 1 x ^ * J .*iu.u.u^ J ■•» — 

CUSTODIAL DEEEKTIOK; SEDITION 

Michigan as follows; "In fulfilling your responsibility to the party be 
sure to take it easy. In your radio addresses your man is a flat tire, 
cure to get whipped. You cnn't afford to hitch your star to a sinker. 
Best regards". In this telegram SMITH was presumably referring to himself 
as a "sinker". 

The previous day SMITH had made the comment that Senator Van^eriberg made 
a statesman-like defense of the two party system. He continued that 
Mr. Vandenberg is a great American and he was -proud to be numbered among 
his food friends. 

GEFAI^KITH told that V HH|H of the Ind ^strial 

Bank Building, in wMch^IiH'soffices ^relocaTec^ias been one of his - 
loyal supporters. SMITH coiimented that the capitalist system made America 
greet and not any bureaucratic or semi-Comniunistic subtraction from it. 
SMITH said that his campaign w?s effective in combatting the New Deal tenet: 
that anyone like CLAHiz| or GctRAlBsiWS v;hc argued in favor of private 
ownership of property w?s Nazi or a Tifth Columnist, 

i i - 

For approximately ten days starting November 1,' 1942 

of Denver, Colorado visited Detroit on a mission as an itinerant Baptist 
■reacher and comminicated frequently with SMITH. On several occasions 
and S-IITH net and spoke about their mutual friends. 



SMITH admitted to Wj ^r^^j^^ . ■ ^--^•^^^■B L of Janesville, Wisconsin, 
that the only reasorHie was' runnVngVin the senatorial race was to stay on 
the radio and keep his message before the people. , 

On November 3, 1942 SMITH was decisively defeated in the election for 
United States Sen^tV' and Republican candidate KX-3E liBGUSON was elected. 
SMITH received only approximately twenty-five ^ousan^votes. After the 
results of the election were known SMITH toldBH^jgE&j9 that it would be 
inconsistent for him to congratulate KAI-iI7.TQK FISH and to criticize S-1I3H 
himself. S1ITH considered bringing a laws-ait against V.'ALEuR WINCHELL and 
the Libery Magazine' for labeling him by connecting him with WILLIAM DUDLEY 
PELLEY and others. SMITH felt confident that no action would be taken 
against him unless- they would also get HAMILTON FISH, BURTON K. WHEELER and 
others. SMITE predicted that even the Isolationists who were already 
under indictment would be convicted. S-*ITH made strenuous attempts to 
obtain copies of the book "Louisiana Hayride" and the book entitled 
"Svery Man A King" by EUEY LONG, which he finally succeeded in obtaining. 

SMITH commented to a friend that if *the Republicans don't do the right thing, 
the people will want a Democratic President, but not a New Dealer. S-IITH 



Letter to the Director Re: GERALD UKAE KEENETH SMITH 

d-ted December 1, 1942 IKTEBKAL SECURITY - C 

CUSTODIAL DETUvTIOU; SEDITION 

pointed out that he himself could accidentally become President of the 
United States-. 

On November 11, 1942 SLUTS discussed with an attorney named 
the newspaper report of Henry Wallace's speech "before the Soviet American 
Rally. SMITH quoted "If Russia can continue for the next twenty years as 
well as in the "past, she will surpass the United States". S'lITH said that 
this comment was tantamount to saying that the Communistic system was 
better then the Democratic system. He continued to quote "Some in the 
United States believe we have over emphasized what might he called political 
or hill of ri ghts democracy. Carried to the extreme this leads to anarchy". 

commented that the vice president was so thoretical and so 
*ar ahead of the people in his thou^it that his com/cents were no good. 
S1TH said that Wallace is "a bad egg" and does not want the people to have 
any rubber. In speaking of current events S-IITH said that the Nazis have 
occupied all of France and sent troops to Tunisia so that the Allied 
victory in Africa was not as real as had been supposed. SJTH said that 
even President Roosevelt warned against undue optimism. SMITH did not see 
how>^^^^Jjjrenchinan was going to make them friends of the Allied Nations. 
^^^^^^j^3§t?ted that the Allied Nations have taken a page out of the 
Nazi book, which is not good for the United States because France may 
never forget this except for the Anglophile frenchmen. SMITH added "and 
the Jews". 

'confided in S-IITH that he was representing conscientious objectors 
ancl complained that he was running into many problems since all the 
decisions were made against conscientious objectors. He admitted that in 
most c^ses hisclients have no defense since they admit not having 
reported for induction, which is an actual violation of the law. 



On November 14 # 1942 SMITH was visited by ^^^^^^^of Flint, Michigan, 
former journalist in Washington, D. C. 

S-IITH was very much perturbed over a newspaper story that appeared in the 
Detroit Hews cn November 22, 1942 which inrplicated HJSEEO^LUCXER in the 
activities of the Free Romania Movement and quoted an admission by HUBERT 
LUCKER made on December 24, 19^1 that LUCKZR was publicity agent for the 
Free Romania Movement. SMITH was sorry about this because LUCKER was the 
president of the corporation committee for SsITH ! s dummy corporation and 
SMITH feared that his nurerous enemies of the newspaper world would strain 
a point to implicate SMITH in the Free Romania Movement since the three 
leaders of this movement had already been indicted in Detroit, Michigan. 
SMITH even instructed HUE£3E LUGGER as to what answer he should make 
when interviewed by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation end told 



/ 
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LUC : £SR it would "be all right for him to say that he had been president of / 
SMITH* s corporation, but he did not know whether he was still consi^red asj 
such. 

SMITH has boasted that he has practically annihilated the Communist in 
Detroit , Michigan and that he actually received one hundred thousand votes 
on Koverber 3rd when he ran for the office of United States Senator fran 
the State of Michigan; however, he claimed that numerous votes were stolen 
froT him which reduced his official total to something- near thirty thousand. 

In commenting on gasoline rationing, S'lITH said that he was trying to defeat 
it by publicity in bis magazine, but he feared that the Jews would gain 
their point because they make a business of going around am?, getting 
everything. 



SilTH has had numerous conferences ^^J^m^^l^^^Sm^^^K ei) ^ 
they have made a discovery of conspiracy which Leon Henderson and other 
New Dealers are engaged in in an effort to revaiap American democracy. He 
pointed out that Henry Wallace described this "new order"; that the new 
democracy after this war will be neither Gcau^unism of the international 
sort or the democracy of the old-fashioned Isolationist sort. S-'ITH has 
found so much to criticize in Henry Wallace's speech that he quoted the 
entire speech in his magazine "The Cross end the Flag". 

SMITH vehemently cr^icd^ed^enry Wallace, EenryHuee end Bruce""5leven 
and pointed out to WEStM/M the * ESue of " the "Ee*? Masses" magazine 
which the. C cmmunistg^ateq over the Madison Square Garden rally. 

ilaims that this conspiracy started in 1932 ajj^wascalculated ^ 
;o produce a political body ruling the world. S'lITH t ookK|^^3Ptothe 
Economic Club for luncheon to hear a British spokesman. ^^^iSfei^^P 1 ^^ 
a trip to Washington, D. C. to impart her discovery to numerous congressman. 
SMITH sent a telegram to Senator Robert Reynolds for her. Cn her return 
she stated they had contacted HAMILTON FISH, Senator GERALD IhYE, Congressman 
CLAJCb/^OFF-JUI and w^s unable to meet Senator ^^DEL3r3G because he had 
to attend a meeting concerning the Porto Rican question and wanted to 
nske 3 stand against H^O^GjSJj^She was unable also to see 
Congressman IVOODRUl-F. also boasted tliat she spent considerable 

time with Congressman 155vTHSDiSSand discussed with him this ITew Deal 
conspiracy at length. She expressed the opinion that MARTIN DliS had 
knowledge of the conspiracy and knew that Leon Henderson was an advocate 
of the international theory, bat did not know just how active Henderson 
was in advocating it. 

SIXTH has repeated his fears that the Republican party is toying with the 

1/ 
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idee of suggesting Wendell Wilke as its candidate for president in 1944. 
SMITH is obviously an archeneny of Wiliie and for the policy for cooperating 
with the New Deal which he h?.s followed. 

Yours truly, 

JOHN S. HJGAS & 
Special Agent in Charge 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

December 9, 1942. 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BTTPEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Re: Gef&ld L. K.*"4nith, 
ThSaiommittee of One 

Million: 



Mr. GUvia 

Mr. Larfd.... 
Kr. Micaola 
Mr. Ru «a 
Mr. Tracy ..- 
H» . <* X h jq - 
Mr. 

V . 5. * » 

JWe-. . .mU • 
jj Kr. ti'aaTi 
I,,.. Kit;* ., 

' fi; 



Reference Is made to the memorandum addressed to you 
V the Criminal Division under date of November 9, 1942, re- 
questing certain additional investigation in the above men- 
tioned case. It is requested that this Division be furnished 
such reports as may now be available In this matter, and that 
any additional reports be forwarded at the earliest possible 
date. 



It is desl 
and 
tain' 




rou inv e s t igate the truth of this report \ ^ 
it ia remjftRtftri +.h*-h ™, \ 1 



information 
"Criminal Division by December 15, 1942. 



communicated to the 



y>j> 




With reference to the Bureau report dated August 11, 
1942 at Detroit, Michigan, it Is desired that you Inf orm the 
*^jJjJgJ^lji^ion^lso bvJDee«mbAt> 107,9, whether ■ 

^P^^^i^m^S^V^^ 0716 ^ therein would be available^ 

w wcuy, ana xi so, disclose the Identity of such infor- 
mant. If the testimony of this Informant for any reason la 
not available, Information is requested as to whether the 
facts the knowledge of which is attributed to such informant 
In this report can be obtained from another source. 



\ 



KECORDBW 
t 



P - Yd P. 
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. . The same type of infori^j^^^jg^ij^ 
December 15, J3 L2-r concerning Kj^^|^|^^E 
mentioned in The Bureau 1 s report dated May 23, 1942 at 
Detroit, Michigan. 





J The Department Is In receipt of information that 
Hubert! Lucker , mentioned In a number of Bureau reports 
originating in Detroit as financial manager of Smith , has 
broken off his association with the subject and is pres- 
ently established in Washington, D. C. It is requested 
that you check this Information and endeavor to ascertain 
whether lucker 1 s relations with Smith continue cordial, 
without interviewing lucker if there is any possibility that 
they do. 

Information has been received that the attorneys for - 
TIME and LIFE magazines, with offices in New York City, have 
compiled a large file of information on Smith in which may 
be reflected facts which will interest this Division. It 
is requested that this file be secured or duplicated if it 
does exist and that any leads which may be indicated thereby 
be developed by investigation as soon as possible. 




Additional information has been received in this of- 
fice that the law firm JR>ouse, Grossman, Vorhaus and Helmey* 
of New York City handlea a law salt against Smith for some 
individual identified to the Criminal Division as "The 
cananaJCingl 1 , and that 
1 some other such functionary 
formation about Smith which developed as a result of this 
law suit that may not be available elsewhere. It is 're- 
quested that this lead be developed and a report be sup- 
plied to the Criminal Division as soon as possible. 

Other information reaching this office is 
^thetimeSmith was established in New York ^^Cl^^^^g^^simm 
K^ ^^^ P^B waB intimately associated with him.^I^lsaesired Jj 

Vthat you endeavor to ascertain the identitv of this individual 
and the nature of her connection with the subject. 





It is also requested thai^^X fj^^^g ggj^p, mentioned 
on page 3 of the Bureau report dated May 3p, 19427 a™ 1 paga 10 
of the Bureau report dated June 29, 1942, at Detroit, be inter- 
viewed to ascertain his knowledge of the affairs of the subject, 
particularly as concerns his finances and any Axis or other sub- 
versive connections. 



/ 



Respectfully, 




WENDELL BERGE, 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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8KDITI0I 



If 
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Bsferance Is made to /our ■ 
to tho above- captioned lndi ritual- 



random of December 9 t 1942, relative 



Concerning your inquiry ae to information which 
might oa able to fomlah in oonnoetlon with thii ease. I 




•h 



advise 




IjTtte 



With rofoToneo to your question ao to whether there aro an/ 
othar persons vho bad his confidence in mat tors rotating to Smith* I 
it ion to tho roport submit tod in this ease by Special Agentl 
'at Detroit. Michigan, on December IX. 1942. a copy of whicn re- 
cent to tho Division of Bseords underdate of Decejkerl4. 1942. J?7°^ 
As you will noto from a re-rlev of Agent fl KfararlJ Kwae 

Interviewed at tho Dotrolt Field Division^ J( daring 

tho courts of which Intend sw ho purport edlyfuxnisnea^3l tho information 
In his possession as to Smith's activities. 



to 




Z. A 
CWgt 
QUrln 

L»dd 

NUhol. 



Of 

Spec 
advlssd 



: 



qoiry no to tho availability at a witness 
_ aentlonsd In the report made la this cass by 

at Detroit. MlcMgn.. om August 11* 1942. you aro 




appear that the foots, tho knowledge of 
are attributed to this Informant, earn bo obtained from any other 
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Roi»d report o 
Tracy jemor andnfl 

Carion_ 
Coffey. 
H«ndon_ 
Kr.mtr 




UeGuir* 

Qui on Timn 



It 
It 

illn G»ndy 



. M ' » • aT »*» a^ 4 A 




mentioned in Special Agent 

previously mentioned in this 



S, OtPABTSENT Of lUSTtCE 



"7 

6-i' 



b7^ 



^05€ i<6ttfio2>tfcettr >guests for investigation Included In your 
memo rand m. you are adviosd the ^tye^samoj are presently being handled end 
lETt thsfrft^^e/^BJtt ^ma^' available to you at a later date. 




y^r53^rui7 yours. 
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Director 
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Date: 

To: 



JFHa:rb 
62-43618-160 

Diotibir 15, 1943 



8A0, Detroit 



6p 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE \\**ls±Jft&**>&*' 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



■mi 




Subject: 



(HERALD L. X. MTI 

THS COKMITTXK Of 051 KILLIOI 

IHTSRHAL SSCUHITT - 0 

S1DITIOI 



mm 



Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
i Mr 
\ Mr 
I Mr 
■; Mi 



TollVB 

I. A. Taznm. 

CUlf 

OUTln 

Ladd. 
Niihola. 

Roiia 

Traey 

Ctnon__ 
Ccffty_ 



The Bureau Is in receipt of a aeaorandua dated Deoeaber 9, 1942, 
from the Orlalaal Division of the Department concerning this subject, which 
la its pertlaeat portloae la quoted ae follows i , 

"The Department la la receipt of laforaatlon that Hubert 
Luoker, mentioned la a number of Bureau report ■ originating la 
Detroit ae financial manager of Smith, hae broken off hie t 
aeeoclatlon with the subject and le presently established la \ 
Washington, D. C. It Is requested that you check this Information 1 
and endeavor to aecertala whether Lucker*e relations with Smith 
continue cordial, without Interviewing- Lacker If there Is any 
possibility that the/ do. 

•Information has been received that the attorneys for TIM 
and LX?K magaslnos, with off lose la Sew Tork City, have compiled 
a large file of Information on Smith la which any he reflected 
facts which will Interest this Division. It la requested that this 
file be secured or duplicated If It does exist mad that any leade 
which aay be indicated thereby be developed by laves tigat ion ae 
soon as possible* 



Hindoo 
Kramar 

UcOalra 

Quia* Tamm. 
Naaa* 



"Additional Information hae been received la this office that 
the law firm •House, Grossman, Torhaus and Eelaey 1 of Hew Tork City 
handled a law suit against Smith for soae Individual ldentlfle^to 
^hejrlalna^ as 'The Banana ting* 9 and that f P 
* B or *° M other such functionary la this law 

on about Smith which developed as a result 
f 8MW4<f idtWOII^SEM** fr^r aot be available elsewhere. It la re- 
quested that this lead be developed and a report be supplied te 
the CMsAaalr 6lv\3i4n is sooa as possible* 



hi 



•i Oandy 7 



FEOEWl BUHAU OF »*Vt8HG»TlOH 

or iusiiCE 



4Z. 



DEC 15 1942 P.M.i 

* Other information reaching thle office Is that during the 



U 




tlao Smith vat ottabllthod la lov Tork on* 




vat iatiaatoly attoolatod with him. It It dotlrooTE^aa 
•ndoator to aaeortala tho ldaatity of this lndirldnal aad tho 



of tho Buroaa roport datod Jut 39 1 1942, at Detroit, bo lator- 
▼iavtd to aicortaln Mi kaovlodfo of tho offalro of tho oubjoot, 
particularly at ooaoorat Mo financoo and my Asia or othor tat* 
rariiro oonnoctioaa** 

Tour farthor la-ottlcatlon la tMo oaoo ohoald laolndo tho 
tocttrtaa- of thooo tpoelfle it oat of laforaatloa doolrod by tho Criminal 



aataro of bar ooaaootioa idth tho aabjoot. 




"It It oloo roqaeitod that! 
oa pa*o 3 of tho Baroaa report da 
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REPORT MAIM AT 


DATS WHEN MADS 

«/»/« 


PfiRIOD FOR 
WHICH MAM 




REPORT MA DC »Y 


WI50CWSH 




TITLE 

OTfiAU) MXU KWIM <WlH t aka Qerald L. E» iaitk 

Gerald L # K^&chftlati 
ffiS OOMHITTXX OF OKI NXUXOV \ 


CHARACTER Or CASK 

> XVTXBTAL SBCtJBITT| 

nsifiov 

Y 



35 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Colombia Oeeaty rooordt ehcv 0KULX>\LTMi2r EBJWTH SKIfH 

aalaaaaa, ana SARAH JJRlCMIH, lata >araota alio a aid 
to hare baea torn la Vlaeonda. to raaorl of bath »f 
8KIfH»« t«a frea 1920 ta UM at Ylro 4 aa, Maaaaala. 
£11 ll.rnn...™.. « i!!"* 1 *;* 1 *?.* 0 .!**^! !»*<>™*tlo. aaaeawla* po.albte 

M IS UNCLASSIFIED 



iurm of eubject'e wife and eo* to Tlreqaa Mdi with 



1: -i 



ft. 



51 



T — 



r 2 — M 



BETA! LSI 



iepert of Special knt 
Detroit, Kichlfaa 8/38/*ab 



"2 

> :> 



APPROVED A 
FORWARDS 




_ •* to* *o*iatrar of Deeda Of fie* udt her 
records (reliable to the writer, and it was aaeartalaod 
therefroa that Oortif icata lumber 184 dated Harp* 80, 
1896 at Pardeorille bad boos entered on too oouat? 
reftrde ao certifying tho birth of QS&kLD LTMAff K3EHBK1B 

WtfB At Pat-A***! 11* «b*b WaVmi.m. •»» IMA Hia - A- 

-<-- — -*>aiaMf «' , *V««f III* yfhTVMlRSI 

wero told to bo LDCflT T # SMITH, a trareliac aaleenaa, 
aad 8ABAH JiKE MIBI, bora Honthonu Father 1 • birth- 
place vaa liatad as Su^ar Orore, Ternoa County, Vlaeon- 
•la aad tho aetherte blrthplaeo as Claytea. Polk County, 
"~ iioconain« Tho certlf leata waa alged by 0» H« CABIITOaT, 



1!) 



rL3 



. ^w Chaw— 



eorm of this report 




^8 - Baroaa 
8 - Detroit 
2 « Mllvaokeo 

u 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE BRACES 




em, 5 



1942 
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100-4To4 



XV JO. J 



igiovrnr 



to a, 



9 PI *»a*»tor of SnIi, Tornoa County, 

searched hit reoordc corir&S the period from 1920 to 1994 InolualTt nut 
oould find no trace therein of the rooord of the birth of any child by the 
nane of SMITH vhote father wit naood GERALD, mor could ho find any child 

during ill*t imtH nrf iihftMa tim* Qrnn 



fho following indlTldnelt, oil of whon had attended 
high tohool with OERALD L. E» SMITH, vero Interviewed and, although, all of 
thoto lndlrldnalt know that SKITH had aarrlod a «lrl by tho aamo of ppOKBISCSI 
after letTln« Tiroqua, none haro an/ knowledge eoneernln* SKIfB'S fondly 
affalro thoroaf tor, or any tubtequent rotarn rloll paid to Tlrequa by kin 
or any aoabor of hit f tally. 



Tlroqna* 



of Selootlro Sorrlee Local Board at 




Office of tho County Aarloultural leant at Tlroo.ua, 
on Main St root, Tlroqna* 



^ SS9S=C3 « JJ ^,- _ s 9 vaav no vat tnro no 

ton of GERALD SMITH'S had regltttred at hit Board, at ho had rotldod In Tlroqna 
all hit Ufa and van portonally acquainted with practically all of tho regis- 
trant. In that area. 
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FBI/DOJ 




ALL INFORMATION COKTMNED 

lffK-jRAKTCM FOR TH.' >TT«T OKitRAL 



X wish to acknowledge receipt of /our 
with which you transmitted a eocuttent prep*r«d byl 
lUchigtm, relating to the activities of Ceroid U E«MSeifch, 
was furnished you by * reprenscV tive of the publicetloi$ 






ber 26, 19a, 
of Detroit, y u 
eh you indictte ^ 

— Since you hove indicated in your nmorendua that the reliability of 

^u*s cot been eaUbliahed, I thought you would be interested to knov 
orer e considerable period of tlae has had frtQuont conUcV with 
regarding the activities of Sfcith. Although he indicated be possessed 
eonsicer&ole inform* t ion, he eon* latently refused io furnish any data of in- 
portance on the grounds that to do so would involve persons in positions of 
Importance and would endanger his own personal safety* Darin* the course of 

[eiTof 
ivestig&tion of 

un-Am erican fed lvltlef.- his attitude In this t\nr\n*+t\nn u:,m eYwnmiHn t.«*i 



our cont& 




■&2> 



This wetter was also d..q* the subject or a *ej&ora 
tssletant to the Attorney General, J&su-s Eo*e, 4r. 9 under fete of August a, 

of inte rest to note thtt _ 

I3nm to the Detroit, Michigan, office or this Bureau ^' 
Lc*ec evdoosiderahle length by Special Agent in Charge John S. v 
Bugs*, At that time he furnished a quantity of information in his possession p 
, on whi ch duplicates to sane extent the date •jot&intd in the documen t you have su.de 
k ^tgJXable to ae« The information furnished our Detroit office byfl V is in 

the isroccj 





IK 

in 



TJroceee of being typed sod a copy of the: report 1 received will 
able to the Dcpartaent lamcdistely upon receipt In t hi- 




ve 11- 



~ — Concerning your request ror an expre ssaon or (opinion-ce tTTiftrthcr V 

Ol 6o»plett investigation of the activitiea of Gerald L. tJ' CeUttris Justified, I 
1 wi s h t o advise this Ifcireau fats been engaged in a detailed In^ulr^ JpJ o ]nif 

'-* oill¥4il a<i$W a .'Pfrt9 d s¥ "onths. A considerable nunber"of investigative 
" report s cdbtUxi^g all pert*Mtt<K*tcrlai devtlopet. have been sn.de svaiUble to 



coLswiy upon receipt *n tnia -sMreau* & \ <r » 

request for an expression of |o?iniott-B» t^Tihrther 





iW&SB Memorandum for the Attorney (knml 




?efc * 



pff£&g Oeotwl Wtndtll Berg* advised that while mm «f statements of 

F -i* to * •* teri *i furnished bordered on sedition * sufficient on con- 

r Title JO, Section 33, U. 8. Cod* had not yet been udt, kr. B*r** at Sit* 

Uae requooted that m continue our investigation of Saith'a activities end 
oopisa of ail epe.oh. S or writing, m*de by him. 1U of the material obtlw^ 
thia connection to d*t* has been m*de available far me to the Deoartmen* emdthi. 
Inveatigation la etill in en active statue. ^ *f*rU**i* end thie 

op MA *^*Jt ? ? r ^i<? furniehln « «• «V InformeUon in tout poseeseion 
or which can be obtained by you concerning the circuaetanc** under ehich the 
document y« furnished me v*o m;,de available to a representative of PH. Tfaase 
data«jOd be of considerable eeaietance In evaluating Infarct ion fW*h*d by 
iSS^^^n vi»w of hio prerlou. uncooperative attitude ae indicated h.r*int*f ore , 

^jcjpnj leepcctfully, 

• Jfe Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar floorer 
director 



-'J 
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(Iftftfce fit %,Attar!ttg <§jtt«rsl 




| Mr '.'tut — — 



October 28, 1?1|2 

ZjBY 



CONFIDENTIAL 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 



Re:, The Attached Material on Gerald L. K. Smith, 



rheNmate: 



The\naterial accompanying this memorandum was sub- 
mitted to me byfFK. I assume that it supplements in part and 
duplicates in part investigative information presently in 
the Bureau files relating to Gerald L. K. Smith. 

I would like to have a description from you of the 
material which you now have on Gerald L. K. Smith and your 
conclusion as to whether or not a complete investigation of ' 
his activities is justified in view of the fact that it is 
felt by many reputable persons that he is a dangerous Fascist, 

I am advised that the Treasury Department has in- 
quired into the status of his taxes in connection with a 
possible complaint against him, and the Special War Policies 
Unit has considered his statements and publications for 
possible sedition. 

The reliability of the individual who furnished the 
information in this report has not been established. 





Attorney General 



u r b / 
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UGO CARUSI 



EXICUT1VC AMIJTAMT TO TH* 
ATTOBWIY «ENCKAJ- 



af tip < &itqnteg CIcneral 



November 13, 1942 



HEHORANDUM gDR MR* J* EDGAR HOOVER < 5 ' * " 

~™ * f v " ; " 

This refers to your memorandum of November 7> 1942 
inquiring; into the circumstances under which a reoresen 
acquired the document prepared byj ■ 
Detroit, Michigan, which the Attorney 
"recently sent you« 

\ The Attorney General is unable to give any infor- 

mation on the subject further than to say that somehow 
it got into the hands of the PM representative, who 

v doubted its authenticity, and, therefore, did nothing 

about it except to pass it along to the Attorney General 
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federal Bureau af fmterti gattot 
Hnitefc &tatea department of furtire 

H&OBJjtrtj|tati, 3B. & 

Detroit, Michigan 
December 18, 1942 



PERSONAL IOT CiONFTDPfflEAfc 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Re: 



flATT 

/7 WIHL- 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Gj 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 



SEDITION (Bureau file 62-43818) 



flTf 



Dear Sir: 



Please be advised that the followin 



rormation has been received f roi- 




'ji- 



lt 




inror 

■ ■ whose identity is known to you? 

rjERAI^-^JITH'S principal activity seems to be his 
expenditure of effort in an attempt to organize a third 
political party which may particpate ,in the 1944 Presiden- 
tial Election under the name of the ^Xmerican Party". This 
political party is being sponsored directly by^Klgh officials 
of the^TOPD MOTOR COMPANY, particularly ' 



mrsnn urmn mMPiivr. 




Ur. SMITH said, "There is no thought of a confer- 
ence that does not include Mr. FORD." This statement was 



made 



^ "S S c/j a 



who was in New York making contacts 
at the time or influential men who were to visit Detroit to 
attend a conference. SMITH has frequently praised an Edi- 
torial in the Chicago Tribune concerning the possibility of 
a third party. It is planned that this political party will 
attract the dissentient members of the Democratic Party who 
object to ROOSEVELT f S New Deal policies and of the Republican 
Party who object to the VJIBKIE policy of cooperating with the 



I 1 



ana ner nusD&na, i aimer linsiauvra 

have 



PREPENSE 
— BUY 




of the America First Cbmnd"ttee._^ fc^a very active in 

organizing this third party. ^^SteS^^ has made * ' • "^5^ 'j 2 
V/aahington, D. C, where she conTacxllRarious senators atria" J 
congressmen as reported in report of Special Agent 
dated December 11, 1942. KLcCKL£L ■ '™~ 

i & ! , 
IiirniD — - 
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/ \ 
i 



ofv Cleveland, Ohio,\has been making con- 
tacts in CT^WST arid it Is believed that he is>sttempting to interest 
former Postmaster General JA*EsSgARLEY and THOlft ^CORCORAN in lending 
support to this third party* t \ 

SMITH has had sever al len< 
and, according to Informant, 1 
gress that SJ£ETH has been maiong. 

On December 15, 191*2 MSHSHflfcl boasted to SMITH that she 
had a Christmas tree delivered to her by a man that went to school 
with HITLER, slept in the same bed with him, and who knew OCERINCr, 




hy conferences with _____ 
is well satisfied with the pro- 



r\«*T >n f c w » 
y rr, J i x J. , 



iT o« nnintoH 

. 



murals in the cathedral at Rome. 



SMITH has also been considerably troubled lately by an active 
investigation by Agents of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, Department 
of the Treasury, based on the alleged fraudulent income tax returns 
filed by SMITH. At present these investigators are interviewing S1£TH 
and his employees from time to tljre, and they are examining whatever^ 
books and records are offered to them by S-HTH and his Manager, HERNAKD 

VAN _ S!£ETH protested to a friend of his that he did never get sT 
"cent that he did not report" 1 his income tax returns. SMITH also said 
that Attorney General FRANCIS 3IDDL5 and Director J. EDGAR HOOVER 
were friends of his. 




Since this Treasury' Department investigation has been in 
>ress S'^TTH hrs been contacted by a man who represents himself as 

iternal Revenue Bureau in Detroit, Michigan, 
lave discussed several political issues, 
including the oossibilTtv of f ormine a new oolitic al Dartv for the 

. + . v _ _ . * — ■ ■ w 

Presidential Election. It has been previously reported that 

was in contact with SI^ITH during SMITH'S recent sena- 
torial campaign. 

In discussing the political situation with! 
SUITH said that there was a move on foot not only to nominate VflliHE 
as the Republican candidate in 19UU but also to nominate him as the 
candidate for both parties. SMITH was violently opposed to such a 
proposition. Considering the possible officers of the Republican 
Party, S'GTH said, "ALF LAIJDON would not be bad. He testified 
against lend-lease, and he is anti-war. " 

S1!ITH is continuing to have frequent contact with Reve re nd^ 
J.<sB0LLI?H*, who was reported to have been a close contact of 
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Reverend 



beej^^^o^ved 
w^^maTeriai 



GERALD BXv/INROD, of TCi^chita, Kansas, and whose 
in' certain of WINROD'S publications, 
has informed that SMITH some times supp 
for his radio speeches. 



icture has 




SMITH is also busily engaged in preparations for the insti- 
tution of a lawsuit againstsi'C F^DENJPUBLICATIONS COMPANY, publishers 
of Liberty Magazine, and ^AtTE^JlilCKELL for libel which arose out 
of statements printed in Liberty ?fagazine in the article, ^Americans 
?/e Can Do 'Vithout 'SbyJJM.TER ™CHELL. SMITH was referred to in thiF 
article as being with WILLIAM DUTLEY^PELLSY, and it was also 

stated that SMITH had been indicted for sedition. 



SMITH plans to claim $1,000,000.00 damages arising from 
this libel, and he may attribute his political fa^urelargelyto this 
defamatory publicity. SL3TH and his attorney, fl B ave 
not yet decided whether they will institute the iawsuT^intn^unTted 
States District Court at Detroit, Michigan by serving the local agent 
of Liberty Magazine or whether they will institute the suit in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York. 

S??ITH and his Manager have complained about gas oline rationing 
as applying to their personal affairs, and BERNARD DOwSfJ his Meager, 
has already obtained a "B" gasoline ration certificate. SMITH is 
presently attempting, through his Manager, to obtain a "C* gasoline 
rationing book* Up to the present time SMITH has not yet been success- 
ful. * . v 



Mrs. SMITH was co ntact 
of Barrington, Illinois, 
on his next visit to Detrd 




December 5, 19U2 by 
made an appointment 




SMITH has been attempting to obtain a defew^^^^^uXication 
under the Selective Servioelawfm^he^s^^^^K^ SMITH 

has attempted to contact ^^^^^^jf^j^^^^^^^S?^^^F^^^ e 

£jPANY, in order t^geTK^JJgptowrite young 
Draft Board establisnxn^^neessential nature of his work 
or the FORD MOTOR COMPANY. However, this contact was not made since 
[was ill of pneumonia. 

stated that | m had dis- 

cussed with SMITH the recent arrest of STAI!LEY-rW0V/AK , Michigan State 
Senator. SMITH commented that it seemed like 'a funny time to arrest 
a Communist but he supposed that N0WAK was causing someone a lot of 
trouble. He said it would give the Reds something to have a lot of 
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meetings about. SMITH also commented that the Government must have a 
good case against N0V7AK because the Government is so pro-Communistic 
tha^thev would not prosecute NOTAK unless they had to, SHETH explained 
tofl Ithat he had not been on the radio for three weeks, and he 
wot^o^^r go back onto the radio until the radio station would permit 
him to discuss controversial subjects. 

Working with Reverend £, J* ROLLINGS, SMITH attempted to 
obtain small religious portraits which he planned to circulate to men 
in the armed forces, but he was unsuccessful due to priorities, and 
he found it impossible to obtain any suitable for his purpose. 

According to S^j^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^HK SMITH has been per- jp 
turbed recently by the fac^tna^hlssonhas left home and is attempt- 
ing to support himself by living in cheap hotels in Detroit, Uichigan. 
SMITH was particularly worried over the fact that his son might become 
delinquent with his Local Draft Board and that would give SMITH'S ene- 
mies an opportunity of criticizing SMITH. 



Yours truly, 

JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC 




ffeotral Sm«mt of hmt*t\&stir 
Vnttrfc *tat*» Bepartm*nt of Itsotfc* 

BIasI|utgtott, S* Gt» 

Detroit, Michigan 
December 18, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Washington, 



j Mr. GUvto.. 
; Mr. Udd ... 
i Mr. Niche*. 



Mr. Ro-~o ... 
Mr. Tmr ... 
Mr. Cax*o» .. 
Mr. Gofer . 
Mr. EcadM . 




Re: (SRALD L, K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 

CUSTODIAL DETENTION; 

SEDITION, (Bureau file 62-43818) 



'U*r3 



Dear Sir: 





dated December 11, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan; OrT 
page us or that report are portions of a radio speech made by 
GERAID SMITH on October 24, 1942. 

V 

^ In this speech SMITH admitted having violated the 

^ thirty-five miles per hour regulation to conserve rubber and 
called it a'Bureaucratic lose-the-war ruling! He said further, 
n I did this in order to .dramatize to my friends and to the 

1. _ J» » <£ _ _ l „ „ J „, „ W.-«t» 4 m mil 4 n tmm 

peop.Lt: Oi A) n -Cl a UU n miauuiiu mtuijf Ui. um uuioauwabiv. i vuaji^o 

really are. He criticized this ruling since it was "suggested 
by a Wall street politician, BERI^'ARDraAHJCH, handed dom by a 
railroad President, and confirmed by a New Deal bureaucracy/ 

S1ILTH further stated that this ruling would likely 
paralyze our whole transportation system and our whole eco- 
nomic order. It would ruin churches and schools, and practically 
destroy the right of free assembly. 

It is suggested that the above criticism by SMITH be 
considered in connection with the statute making it a violation 
to incite any rebellion or insurrection against the authority 
of the United States or the laws thereof, quoted in the National 
Defense Manual, Section 3, Page 2. 



0^ ^ Yours truly, 



'.Y'.V 

m 
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EFRiFLB f Jr. 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON* D. C. 

ntr. 2 3 1942 



Mr- X. A. Taran 

Mr. Cle«r 

Mr. OI*Tta..._ 

Mr. Udd 

Mr. Nkboli... 
Mr- R« m 




MEMQHANDUU TOR MR. J* EDGAR HOOTER 
DIRECTOR* FEDERAL BUREAU CF IMVBSTIGATICM 

Bat Qerald L« ^? Smith 

' Thr) Michigan General Election Act, Act 351 of 1925, Pert 5, 

Chapter H, Section 4 requires every candidate, within ten days after 
anv primary election to file in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which auch candidate resides a statement of his contributions 
and disbursements, the name of the person from whom received, etc* It 
is reported that Gerald L. K. Smith filed such a statement in connection 
with the Michigan Republican Primary Election held in September, 194** 

_ . - » -i . * - n«vcQ cokiMi Tw»*.w\1 *. irt fth-j gan. 

gffiitn » ■ xas'C reporvea rv*j.o»iM^ as a;^ *^s» _> . » — » 

and it is probable that hie statement would be filed in the county em- . 
bracing that area. It is requested that you procure and forward to tt 
tola Unit a complete copy of any statement filed by Smith in this con- i 

Information at hand indicates that after his defeat in the - 
Primary Election, Smith conducted a "sticker" campaign in the general 
election. It is farther requested that you furnish -S imrnm ary-of any 
available information regarding thia ca mp a i g n , with »^cial * Terence 
to any announcement by Smith subsequent to the Primary Election that 
his candidacy would continue, and to any part taken by Smith or hie 
associates in printing ana distributing stickers. This information is 
deaired in order to ascertain whether or not Smith was a "candidate" atthi 
election within the meaning of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925. 

If your files do not contain fall Information, lit is suggested 
that you institute an investigation along the lines^set grth above ■» ^ 
In fcr.-i« connection it is thought that Btickgrss^^^^^sen prists by 
the Merchant's Press, Detroit, operated toyW^^^^|S^3i wn0 **** M 

printed recent issues of The Cross and the HgT 'jl* win o* appreciated 
if you will conduct this investigatipji as soon as practicable, as the 

a -Interest in the matter. 



AVWAMV^ »^ ~ ■ ■ ' ■ —g 






Respectful^ % b 3^> V> [i 

F B | 



\ jjl 0( f l^mnm K. [ Smith 

I Chief, Special Wa^Policiee. 




War Bivuloa 




IS 




J"rQi:BK 



&o0f?f tf0tPtt, B. <E- 

October 31, 19W 



MEMORANDUM FOR m. LAPP 
Re: GULALD L. K. SMITH 



Mr, aujii 

Ur. Ladd 

•itr. NLch«U_ 

Ur. Rotcn 

lir. Tr»«y 

Mr. Carion_ 
Mr. Co((ey__ 
Mr. H*ndoD_ 
Mr. Kftmtr^ 
Mr. McGalrt. 
Mr. Harbo 



Mr. Quins T»mm 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neeee 



Misi Beahm 



Reference is made to the Attorney General's memorandum 
of October 23, 1942 in the above captioned matter, with which he 
submitted certain material which he stated "v.as submitted to me by PJ4.» 
It vas noted the first item among the material was a sworn statement by 

" " ' " " it will be ™»»*n»rf +-hfl^^AC Bugas. Detroit, in tervieT/ed 

■If I 'wMBMiMMiMMi At *; &t 

time lir. Bugas aavised. me the results of the interview were bexng written 
up special and that the write-up along with the exhibits, etc., would be 
sent' in air mail special delivery within the next day or two. 




This material not having been received in the Bureau, I called 

the Detroit Field Office about the matter last night. This morning I x f 
talked to SABlfcwho had checked into the matter in Mr. Bugas* absence 

and he adviseeHae that the material had not been fully prepared nor sub- * / 

raitted. I advised him of the communication from the Attorney General * 

and told him to get in touch with Mr. Bugas if necessary, but at any rate \ 

to have the isaterial written up and submitted to the Bureau air mail , 

special delivery so that it would be here on Monday morning, November 2, ; 
1942. He stated that this would be done. 



ALL \mWm CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS WJSm r 
DATE— jEiii^Y^si^ 



Respectfully, 
J m K. Mumforjjr 






DEC 





r- 



t'DGArf HOOVER 
E<*TOR 
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9eiteral Bureau of Inurstioatton 
Unitrb State* department ai duatiee 
Stoat? in gtdn, 39. <£. 

December 10, 1942 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 



Re: 



Mr. Nieholi. 
Mr. Routt, 

Tr»cy 

C»nou_ 
Cof tty_ 
H«odon_ 

McGuire. 
Htrbo 



GERALD L. K. SMITH, was; et alj 
Sedition 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Quion T*tnm_ 

Tola. Room 

Mr. Noaie 

Mr. C. E. Rhetts from Mr. Rove's office in the Department ml. B«»hm 

was interviewed by me this morning by reference from your office. u Ui Gaody 

His call was primarily concerned with the captioned case which he 
stated had been given to him a few days ago by the Attorney General ~ 
with instructions that he should go over it and see that, if it deserved attention 
that such attention was properly directed. 

In discussing the case with Mr. Rhetts, it became immediately apparent 
that he thought the Bureau had conducted a thorough and detailed investigation, 
and although he did not say so, he evidenced an attitude somewhat critical in 
view of the fact that he had noted some items of information which had apparently 
never been thoroughly run out. I asked him what material he had reviewed from 
the Bureau and he stated that he had the entire file from the Division of Records 
Vfhich consisted of twelve investigative reports prepared by the FBI, and on 
further questioning of him, it developed that this file did not contain any other 
serials of any kind. I therefore pointed out to Mr. Rhetts that in the first 
place, he obviously had only a very, incomplete portion of the communications which 
had gone back and forth between the' Bureau and the Department, and in the second 
place, the FBI had never conducted an actual investigation of Qerald L. K. Smith 
since there had never been any specific allegation that he had violated a Federal 
law within the purview of the Bureau 1 s jurisdiction, and the Department had failed 
in its various communications in answer to our inquiries to specifically request anj 
direct investigation. I suggested to him that he secure the various memoranda 
which had passed between the Department and the Bureau and go over them in th*fc^« 

reSard ' aK»KMEDU£ ZJ/ MZf "J-/ 1 

He then inquired as to how he could secure tie full %ile sinVe he 
apparently did not have it, and I suggested to him that} J^e make inqu?-rv of the 
Criminal Division, the Special War Policies Unit, *and ijha?t hi^ekouldr ll fcTf up 
communications which had been addressed to the Attornev General andiuth< , 
Assistants to the Attorney General. He stated that he had had "so^jfegKch checTT" 
made" and that that means was apparently not going to te product3$j^"He then 
requested that since the Bureau has a complete file I j end it to n^n to review. 
and h e would return it. I pointed out to him that the Bureau's files are open 



ICTORY 



BUY 

■TATE. 
AVIHDI 

BONDS 
AMI 

STAMPS 



only to Bureau personnel directly charged with handling the cases in which 
they are involved, and that a Bureau file could not be shown to anyone 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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without the Director's personal approval. To assist him, I suggested that he 
might forward a memorandum to the Bureau listing all of the communi cations from 
the Bureau which he had been able to locate and that we would then reply ty 
advising him of the identities of those communications which were missing; 
that he could then call upon Mr. Smith or Mr. Berge to produce those which had 
been sent in and he would thereby have the entire file. He stated that such an 
undertaking would undoubtedly considerably upset Mr. Smith and Mr. Berge, and 
he doubted if it would have any profitable results, and he therefore requested 
that the Bureau just send him copies of all its communications which his memorandum 
did not show he already had. I explain ed to him the work that would undoubtedly 
be involved on the Bureau's part in making copies of a!3 the communications 
available and pointed out it was the Department's responsibility to have the 
material since it had been sent to them, and that before copies of all the 
material were sent, it was obviously the responsibility of the Department to try 
\o find the copies it already had. I told him that because of the Bureau' s 
desire, however, to cooperate in any manner possible, that if finally the 
material could not be found, we would, of course, furnish copies. 

Mr. Rhetts inquired about the material furnished byJcjH^!lW both to 
the Attorney General . which the ^Mjfifi^|a^fr° the Bureau recent^^nd to the 
Detroit Field Of f ice ^ET^ ^I-jS^^^m He specifically requested that 
the material the AttorffiyiJeneral had sent to the Bureau be returned or else L7^ 
copies of it be made available to him, and I advised himth is would be done. * 
I also advised him that the material turned over byS B to the Detroit 

Office would be submitted in report form and forwardea^otSe Department early 
next week. 

Mr. Rhetts advised that after reviewing all the material in hand, he 
would advise the Bureau of any action desired by the Department. I again pointed 
out to him that the Bureau would be most appreciative If he would do this so that 
we could be guided ty the Department's desires. It is interesting to note in 
this regard that Mr. Rhetts expressed the opinion that Gerald L. K. Smith "should 
be prosecuted," and I asked him under what theory of law. He stated that it 
is obvious Smith is very careful and that when he publishes any near seditious 
matter he at the same time "wraps himself in the American flag?' for protection. 
In answer to my inquiry, he conceded that Smith's utterances have been almost 
solely in the class of anti-Communist, anti-Administration and anti-Semitism, 
but pointed out that this is good evidence ^that he possibly has Nazi connections. 

ACTION ; I tele phonica^^cont acted the Detroit Field Office, and in SAC Bugas' 
absence, spoke to SA| ■ I pointed out to him the inquiries an^communications ^ 
directed to that officers an effort to get from it a report onM Vinfor- 
mation. It was pointed out tohimthat tyro months have elapsed affl^nS^still 
no report has been received. ^ P* 59 instructed to have this report prepared 

in detailed form and submitteaToreSch the Bureau by December 12, 1942. He 
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™ + \ ^ + u C ^! r £ he rep0rt TOS g0lllg t0 be rather l en ^hy, but I pointed 
out to him that the Detroit Office had had two months and that it was being 
left to it to manage to get the report in now and to the Bureau in the next 
tv;o days. 

Respectfully, 

1<M, 





/' \ 



f4 
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J EDGAR HOOVER 
: ^ piRE( 
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December 19, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr- Clegg 

Mr. Nichola 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Caraon 

Mr. Coffey 



-f—f 



Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer ^. v - f 

Mr. McGuife 

Mr. Harb og.. 

Mr. QuinnlTamnji 

Tele. Rooi 

Mr. Nease 



There is attached hereto an Oct ober-Nou ember, 
, issue of fThe^Cross and the Flag." The publisher 



1942 

is Gerald L. K * Smith* 



This was forwarded to the Bureau by Congressman 
Fred J^\jDouglas whose secretary called me about ft. 

Respectfully, 




Enclosure 



"& » r — — 

L. B. Nichols. 
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November 1st, 1942. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN If ^CLASSIFIED 
DATF /o a Ax. BY 



Mr. Yfelter TCinehell, 
Care NBC, 
New lork, N. Y. 

Bear Mr. Winohell: 

Unless something happens to prevent my doing so, 
l never miss your Sunday nights broadcast on the Radio, 
and enjoy them very much. Am glad that we have at 
least one man who is not afaid to tell what he thinks 
against the Nazi and also f erretting out the slackers 
of our beloved America, and Naxisabatours, and hope that 
you will continue to do so. 

This letter has to do with one man speoially, one 
Gerald L. Kv^Smith, one of the worst radioals we have 
to deal with, and who should be dealt with by the J3I 
as he is too radical to be safe. The writer has known 
this man for several years, while he was pastor of the 
second best christian uhuroh in the oity of Shreveport, 
louisiana, and lived only a block from this church on 
Kings Highway, and went to hear him preach several time, 
as he was a sane man then, but he got mixed up with 
Huey P. Long, whom I also knew personally, and hi a 
Share The Wealth, falacy, and thta rah Gereld L. K« 
Smith so split and disrupted his congregation, that 
he was forced to resign and they made it so hot for him, 
he left Shreveport, as he seemed to have Completely lost 
his religion and no one had any more respect for him. 

Note that he is now going to defy the officials in 
the speed ruling, and going to run his car through the 
state of tttohigan at rate of 35 to 75 miles per hour, 
which is the work of a warped mind and orazy man, and 
should he do so, or attempt to dob©, I hope they will 
land him so far back in Jail that ne cannot get out for 
several years as a man of this caliber is not safe roaming 
around. 

Am writing you this letter to congratulate you on 
your courage , and hope that you will keep up the good 
work until Affcof the undesitable Americans and enemy aliens 
have had to get out America as we do not need them here. 

Do not use my name if you use this letter, as it is 
personal to you, and because I know Smith, know that you 
are right what you say and think of him. 
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Origin 



FEDERAL BUMAiOF V E S T I G A T I 0 N 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN . DETROIT File Number 62-1126 



Report made at 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



Detemade 
12AlA2 



Period 

io/9A5,3l;U/ 




Title ■*) 
,(ERAID LO£AN KENNETH SMITH with aliases Gerald 

L. ^Smith, Gerald L. K.' Schmidt; 

THE^fc 01 MTTSE 0F 1 , 000 , 000 



Character 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G, 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 
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EXHIBIT 4 - An applicant blank to SMITHS Committee of 
1,000,000. The explanatory matter revsals the hierarchy of the organization 
with persons to be known es recruitera, key men, unit leaders end special 
leaders, to b& instructed by SMITH himself as national chainnan of the Com- 
mittee of 1,000,000, The seven principles of the Committee of 1,000,000 
were set forth in exactly the same form as SMITH used in his recent politi- 
cal ccmpEign. 




Detroit File 62-1126 



r 




EXHIBIT 8 - 




EXHI3IT 12 -i 



Sfcifes*"! _ 



;' I^Turg/i *■'- 



EXHIBIT 15 - A petition circulated by SUTH to increase 
the minimum wage of American soldiers to $100 per month and to oppose the 
en t re nee of the United States into a foreign war. fl W comment on 

this exhibit wes thr.t this sort of propaganda was cScuR?e^to the armed 
forces of the United Statas. 
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that SMITH would expose HITL5H, STALIN, HM7TDSR and the KUHN conspiracy; 
(2) tie up between certain CIO leaders and the Kazi-Coramunist Party; (3) 
HITLER'S agents in Detroit, Michigan, and America; (4) STALIN'S agents in 
Detroit,- Kich^an^and America; (5) Un-American propaganda in school, church \ 
and home. ^ B commented that one of the preliminary speakers on this & 

program wastneTegro employee of the Ford Motor Company, 3IU>ffo T JELL, 
Communist expert. 



EXHIBIT 20 - A petition circulated by the Nati onal .fork- 
ers League calling for the imprisonment of FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT , m 



V 



EXHIBIT 26 - A 100-page booklet entitled^»Too Much ROOSE- 
VELT," copyright 1%0 by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 



EXHIBIT 27 - 




EXHIBIT 37 
Dies Committee until 1942.. 



B^nk petition to Congress to continue the I »j p 
■ commented thet this petition was cir- *> ' 



. T _ l_ - 3 <y% rT rrrr t 

uuici^u ay cm j. in . 



EXHIBIT 29 - A hand bill which has been widely circulated 
outside meetings of SMITH'S Committee of 1,000,000 and the National Workers 
League showing the betrayal of the gold standard by the Jewish international 
bankers in connection with the Lease Lend Bill H.R. 1776. 

EXHIBIT 35 - A blank petition against the repeal of the 
Neutrality Act and against an alliance with Russia, circulated by SMITH, 
Attached to this petition was a special notice that anyone sending a donation 
with the petition would receive a copy of LINCOLN'S Gettysburg Address. 
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EXHIBIT 42 - A booklet entitled "The International Jew" 
published by the Klu Klixx Klan, P. 0. Box 204, Atlanta, Georgia, and orig- 
inally printed in HENRY FORD'S newspaper, the Dearborn Independent. 

EXHIBIT 43 - GERALD SMITH'S press release of April 24, 
1942, announcing his candidacy for the United States Senate. This has prev 
iously been reported. 




EXHIBIT 45 - A booklet entitled "Christ for the Crisis" 
by (3D RAID E. "i'lKROD, On the back of the booklet is a photograph of Mrs. 
ELIZABEfti DILLIKG, HARVE^f- SPREiG.EJi/xERALD ViIERP D and E. J, EOLLPGS ell of 
vjhom are KROvm contacts of GER ALD L. K. SMITH. 




EXHIBIT 50 - A lapel button distributed at SMITH'S meet- 
ings reading: "Committee of KOOO^OOO . No foreign v:ars. *>100 per month 
for USA sdldisrs." Hov/ever, ^ ^pointed out that inside til is button 

was contained a smaller buttonvJStha^apital A. This smaller button was 
the official emblem of the America First Committee.- 
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EXHIBIT 124 - News letter of the Nationa 1 Workers League 
dated November 25, 1941, referring to F. D. ROSENVELT and other men of prom- 
inence with characteristic Jewish names. 




E:J1IBIT 134 - A radio address entitled TThy is America 
Afraid?" delivered by GERALD SiJTH in about 1936. The text of this message 
was that because of the fear of war and international c omplications and 
bureaucratic management all threatened by the New Deal Americans would have 
to fight to preserve democracy. 
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I, whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, advised that CE RAID SMITH had received over 120,000 votes in 
the primary campaign as Republican candidate fop the nomination of United 
States Senator from the State of Michigan, and was greatly encouraged by 
the strength of his following, even though he failed to receive the Re- 
publican nomination. Consequently he announced his candidacy as an in- 
dependent Republican for the same office, 

y In his campaign he bitterly criticized the Republican 
candidate HCKEfl HSRGUSON, for having violated the constitution of the State 
of Michigan by running for a political office within one year of his 
tenure on the bench as Judge 6X Wayne County Circuit Court* 



with q 
transacted 



^ijj^m' During the. 

P probably \ 
between them to ! 




e campaign SMITH was in touch 
but nothing of importance wa 
owledge, ^ 




On October 29, 19^2 , SMITH addressed a telegram to 
Senator VANDENEERG of Michigan as follows: M In fulfilling your respon- 
sibility to the Party, be sure to take it easy* In your radio addressee 
your man is a flat tire. Sure to get whipped. You can't afford to hitch 
your star to a sinker. Best regards, 11 

The day prior to this SfcHTH had commented in the presence 
of Informant that Senator VANDENEERG was a great American making a states- 
manlike defense of the two-party system, and SMITH said he was proud to be 
numbered among his goo4 friends, 

Inforaant also reDjr^^Jj|^G£RAII) SMITH told 
of Detroit, Michigan, that ■ ^ of the Industrial 

Juilding in which SMITH'S ofiices^relocatea^ has been 1 one of his 
loyal supporters. St'ITH commented tha\, the capitalist system made America 
great and not any bureaucratic or semi-Communistic subtraction from it, 
Sl'ITH said that his campaign was vary effective in combating the New Deal 
tenet; that anyone like CIAi ^HOFFH AN or GERALD NY E who argued in favor 
%€ private ownership of property was a Nazi or a ¥Ifth Columnist, 





fur ther reported that for 

approximately ten days starting November 1, 1942, 
of Denver, Colorado, visited Detroit, Michigan, on^a mission as an 
itinerant Baptist preacher, and communicated frequently with SMITH. Oh 
several* occasions ■ Band SMITH met in person and spoke about their 
mutual friends. ^^** ! ^ 



J>ZP 



SlelTH admitted to 

Janesville, Wisconsin, that the only rerson he was running in the. 



of 1?7<^ 
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senatorial race was to stay on the radio and keep his message before the 
people. 

On November 3, 1942, SMITH was decisively defeated in 
the election for United States Senator from Michigan, and the Republican 
candidate, HOI/EH FERGUSON, was elected. SMITH received only aporoximately 

Wis. ' After ^the results of the election v ere known, SMITH told 
that it would be inconsistent for him to criticize SMITH for 
1 to congratulate HAMILTON.* FISH for his victory, SMITH stated 
privately that he was considering €ne institution of a lawsuit f gainst 
WALTEIj^WINCHELL and Liberty Magazine for libeling him by connecting him 
with WILLIAM DUDIEY. -FELIEY and others and for stating that SMITH had been 
indicted for sedition. SKITH felt confident that no criminal prosecution 
would be directed at him unless they would also get HAMILTON FISH, BURTON 
K. WHEEIER, and others, SMITH predicted that even the Isolationists who 
were already under indictment would not be convicted. 

SMITH made strenuous attempts, according to 

[to obtain copies of the book "Louisiana Hayride" and HEUY 
oo k, "Every Man a King," which he finally succeeded in obtaining. 

SITTH commented to r. friend, according to 
that if the Republicans would not do the right thing, the 
people will want a Democratic President, but not a New Dealer. SMITH 
suggested the possibility that he himself might actually become President 
of the United States. 

^p^^S^SS^ Wnvp. mhp. r J 

11, 1942, SMITH discusseo^itnanEttomey^^^^ the news- 

paper report of HENRY WALLACE'S speech before the Soviet-American Rally. 
SMITH quoted: "If Russia can continue for the next twenty years as well 
es in the past, she will surpass the United States." SMITH stated that 
this comment was tantamount to saying that the Communistic system was 
better than the Democracy system. He continued to quote: "Some in the 
United States believe we have overemphasized what might be called 
political or Bill-of -Rights Democracy, Carried to the extreme, this 
leads to anarchy." 

^ ^commented that the Vice President was so 

theoretical and so far e.hctd of the people in his thought, thrt his com- 
ments were no good. SMITH replied: "WALLACE is a bad egg and does not 
want the people to have any rubber." In discussing current events, SMITH 
s*id that the Nazis hpve occupied all of France and sent troops to Tunisa, 
so that the Allied victory in Africa was not as real es had been supposed. 
SMITH stated that even President ROOSEVELT warned against undue optimism. 







(Detroit file 62-1126) 



ShTTH did not sec h ow killing Fren chmen was going to make them friends of 
the Allied Nations. W(fj§|l§S!iiB stated thrt the Allied Nations hrve taken 
a page out of the Naz^DooJc^wnich is not good for the United States be- 
er use France may never forget this^except the Anglophile Frenchmen. St'JTH 
added, "And the Jews." Attorney ^^^^^confided in Smith th* t he was 
-representing conscientious objectors^and complained that he t*ps running 
into mr.ny problems since all court decisions were made against conscientious 
objectors. He admitted that in most cases his clients hrve no defense, 
since they admitted not h?ving reported for induction, which was an actual 
violation of the Law, 

^^ ^j^^ ^PPS^^ ^S^B further advised that 
_^_|of Flint, Uichigar^fonue^^ourna^st in Washington, D.C., conferred 
with 2 ITH in Detroit, Michigan, on November U+ f 1942. 

Informant reported that SMITH was very much perturbed 
over a newspaper story that appeared in the Detroit News on November 22, 
1942, which implicated HUBERT LUCKER in the activities of the Free Romania 
Koveraent and quoted an admls^TorPBy HUEERT LUCKER made on December 24, 
1941, that LUCKER was Publicity Agent for the Free Romania Movement. 
(Three leaders of the Free Romania Movement were indicted for having 
violated the Foreign Agents 1 Registration Acts in Detroit, Michigan, on 
November 17, 1942.) SKITH regretted this newspaper publicity because 
LUCKER was the President of the corporation, Federation of Americanization 
of Michigan, Inc., a dummy corporation which was supposed to act as fiscal 
agent for SKITH. SMITH feared that his numerous enemies of the newspaper 
world would strpin a point to implicate SMITH in the Free Romania Movement* 
SMITH even instructed HUBERT LUCKER as to what answers he should make 
when interviewed by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
told LUCKER it would be all right for him to say that he had been Presi- 
dent of SMITH'S corporation, but that he did not know whether he was still 
considered as such. 

Sin.TR boasted to o friend whom 
did not know that he had practically annihilated the Communists in De- 
rolt, Michigan, and that he actually received 100,000 votes on November . 
3 when he ran for the office of United States Senator from the State of 
Michigan. However, he claimed that numerous votes were stolen from him, 
which reduced his official total to something near 30,000. SKITH later 
explained this small vote by the fact that people marking their ballot at 
the top "for straight Republican" and attempting to use the "GERAID L. K. 
SKITH sticker, had their votes counted as straight Republican, and not 
for GERALD SMITH. 

^^^^^^TJJ^incommenting on gasoline rationing in the 
presence of ■ f said that he was attempting to de- 

feat the gasoiCieraTionin^programoy adverse publicity in his magazine, 
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but he feared that the Jews would pain their point because "they make a 
business of going around and getting everything. M 

Accord:y}^^J£?^j2^ SMITH had 

numerous conferences withMjJj^^jj^^ members of 

the America First Comndttee^n^sSwisld^rrH that they had made e dis- 
covery of a conspiracy which LEON HENDERSON and other New Dealers were en- 
gaged in, to the end of re- vamping American Democracy. SKITH agreed that 
HENRY r *ALLACE had described this "new order;" that the new Democracy after 
this war will neither be Communism of the international sort nor the 
Democracy of the old fashioned Isolationist sort. SMITH said that he 
found so much to criticize in HEKTlY/tf ALLACE ' S speech, that ho quoted the 
entire soeech in the October-November, 1942 issue of his magazine, "The 

JRY WALLACE, HENRY 
tile issue of the 
r the lie di son 
claimed that this 
n international 
the Economic 
i*4e a trip 
congressman. 




Cross ?nd the Flag." Si'ITH vehemently crl 
-LUCE, and BRUCE ^LIVEN; and pointed out to 
"New Hasses" megazine in which the Communis 
Square Rally at which HENRY WALLACE spoke, ' 
conspiracy started in 1932 and was calcul* 
political body, ruling the world. SKTTH took 
Club for luncheon to hear a British spokesman'; 
to VJashington, D, C, to impart her discovery tl> 
SMITH sent a telegram to ROBERT REYNOLDS, introducing her. On her return, 
she reported to SMITH that she had contacted HAKILTON FISK, GERAID NYE, 
and Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN. She further reported that she was unable 
to meet Senator Vandenberg because he had to attend a meeting co ncerni ng 
the Porto - Rican question, and wanted to make a statement age 
1 I She was unable also to see Congressman WOODRUFF, 
boasted that she spent considerable time with MARTIN DES and 
with him this New Deal conspiracy at length. She expressed her belief 
that MARTIN DIES had knowledge of the conspiracy and knew that LEON 
HENDERSON was an advocate of the international theory, but DIES did not 
know just how active HEM3ERS0M had been in advocating it, 

SMITH repeated his fear that the Republican Party 
was toying with the idea of suggesting WENDELL WILLKIE as its candidate 
for President in 1944. 

Verbatim copies of SftITH*S radio addresses have been 
received in accordance with an arrangement previously reported. Under 
Bureau instructions, the matter of a purely political matter will not 
be reoorted, but of possible re]e.vance to this investigation are the fol- 
lowing Quotations from his recent radio addressed: 



rig co ncerni ng 
eLiatJ 

ad discussed 



October 11. 1942; 

"I find that this man who wants to go to the United 
States Senate*, poaing as a Republican, is and has b&en a high official 
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in an organization known as the Foreign Policy Association. The Foreign 
Policy Association is an organization which seeks to make the United 
States part of an international government. 

"It numbers among its sponsors the most notorious and 
outspoken New Dealers, Communists, and Internationalists. Judge FERGUSON 
has been the regional head of this Foreign Policy Association which among /J 
other things numbers among its supporters the following: THOJ A&GMONT* 
(J. P •---MORGAN partner), HAROID J^XASKI, (notorious British Communist)" . 
EIEANOR ROOSEVELT, VJILLIAV ALLEN/ 1 H PTE, Vice President HENRY A^ ATA LUCE, '/ 
and BRUCE BLIVEF." X 




"T7e 2 re told within a few weeks we shall have gasoline 
rationing. That means no visits, no pice euro trips. It moans the complete 
collapse of the tourist industry. It means bankruptcy and hunger and 
privation for thousands snd thousands of gsrages, filling stations, store- 
keepers, and associated trades," 

ffl, fe are told by the agents of the Government that there 
is no shortage of gasoline. Recently the big oil companies of Texas ap- 
plied to the Government for the right to bum up thousands and thousands 
of gallons of surplus gasoline. We are told that the gasoline rationing 
program is forced upon us because of the automobile tire situation, end 
yet we see the whole rubber siturtion in the hands of a man they call the 
Rubber Czar — the Rubber Czar. 

,r ?Iho is this. Rubber Czar? He is the president of a 
railway corporation; and when appointed, ho used these words: f I know * 
nothing about rubber, but I am willing to take the job.*' 1 

,n 7e have every reason to believe that the international 
rubber monopoly and the Yfall Street trusts are determined to prevent us 
from solving our automobile tire problem, because if we get to the place 
where we can make our own rubber out of farm crops end material oil, it 
will destroy the great oriental Dutch and British rubber monopolies where 
millions of pounds of rubber has been produced heretofore in Java and on 
the Malay Peninsula, slave rubber. n 

M A certain set of Wall Street bankers and international 
financiers would be perfectly willing to see us crawl on our stomachs to 
town if they could but preserve and save their precious monopoly which 
brings to them one billion dollars per year." ' 

In this speech and in other speeches SUITH referred to 
the 35-mile an hour speed limit as a device of the New Dealers to slow 
down the war effort when it is vital to victory that it be speeded up. 
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S!TTH also pointed out that people who use automobiles for transportation 
could not expect any mercy from the president of a railway corporrtion 
controlled by the great banking interests of Vfall Street. 

October 24. 1942; 

"On last Thursday I drove to Kalamazoo, Michigan, at a 
regular rate of speed, I observed all the speed laws, but I ignored this 
bureaucratic lose-the-war ruling which would slow down our highway traffic 
to 35 miles per hour. On good, straight, paved roads I drove 40, 50, and 
60 miles per hour. 

^ "I was not molested. I was not stopped, and at no time 
did I drive at an unsafe speed. On the other hand I drove at what I call 
a win-une-war sputa, ± uiu x»iij.u xri uiwr tu uimuanic uu mj xaj.^h^^ <=ui^ 

to the people of America how unsound many of our bureaucratic rulings, 
really are 11 

"Inasmuch as the surges tion to slow down to 35 miles an 
hour was hpnded down by a Wall Street politician, BERNARD BARUCH,and the 
rule was handed down by a railroad president and confirmed by a New Deal 
bureaucracy . it is not surprising to discover that this slow-down rule 
is likely to paralyze our whole transportation system and eventually our 
whole economic order. 

"If this thing goes through, it will empty our churches; 
it will paralyze our educational system. It will isolate our country 
people from their neighbors. It will almost destroy the right of free 
assembly because we will no longer be able to gather together in big meet- 
ings . " 



tober 28. 1942; 

SMITH devoted this speech to a criticism of the Anti- 
Inflation Bill, which he characterized as an Anti-Farmer Bill promoted by 
BERNARD BARUCH, the "fall Street financier, and embraced by the New Deal 
Bureaucrats. He said it would create a food shortage and would throw 
15,000 farms into idleness in Texas alone. 

SMITH commented that the Ford Motor Company had an- 
nounced five months ego that they could supply tires for all their men 
if they could get the consent of the Governments Although the Ford Motor 
Company would not have used an ounce of rubber or any critical war material 
LEON HEtTffiRSON did not give his consent." 
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"Wo, tho American people, will pay any price in order 
to win this victory, but we will not become e generation of hitchhikers ^ 
in order to save the international rubber monopolies and the Standard Oil 
Company of New Jersey. H 



"MR. HENRY WALLACE, the New Deal Vice President of the 
United States, in a speech the other day in New York City, announced that 
he was opposed to developing the substitute rubber program in America, He 
even suggested that any substitute rubber factories developed here during 
the war should be destroyed after the war, and we should again buy our 
ruooer irora t,ne urieni,, wnj.cn uj. uuui'&c; numu ue biuvu^i ui»w i/wu\*n—w* 
monopoly. 

"Just think of that, Indies and Gentlemen, the Vice 
President of the United States against the development of the substitute 
rubber industry in America. He said that he was afraid that if we 
developed the rubber industry too well in America, it might bring on a 
third world war. That's what you call real internationalism " 

,M, I want to say that unless the tire situation is solved, 
you workers and you farmers will be prisoners. Already they 1 re planning 
to freeze you on your jobs, which is nothing more or less than drafting 
you to a Job so that you'll have to work at the same job whether you like 
it or not; and you'll have to stay on the farm whether you like it or not. 

"Well, it may be necessary, to win the war, but on top 
of that, if you can't oven take a little drivu e round the corner of have 
to */alk to work, or you have to be imprisoned on your farm, ten below 
zero end only three tires— then. God save us all." 

October 28 and 29. 19U2i 

"If we had spent our billions on an army and navy in- 

ObCCU Ui bllUOV uviuiltiw^g^uig uiikn.gj Ultwiw uu.£,**v *,twvw» w w w — — — • — ... — 

Harbor. I'y position is clear on international affairs. I believe that 
we should give lOOg to the war effort until the war is won, and then 
after we have whipped the enemy and guaranteed our own safety, we should 
build a hoop of military steel around America, bring our boys home from 
the foreign battlefields, and then arm and fortify ourselves so mightily 
that there will never be another Pearl Harbor and there will never be 
enothei* foreign war." 

SMITH then commented that WILLKIE. WALLACE, and the 4 
Foreign Policy Association wanted to build e world empire, a sort of 
"super-duper League of Nations," 



"I'm a George Washington American, and I believe that 
America should maintain her independence f rum the rest of the world, and 
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I do not want to live under any world government where Chinamen, Rus- 
sians, and Europeans are making rules for my people to obey," 

October 30, 1942 : 

"This Anti-Farmer, so-called Anti-Inflation Bill, 
really holds the price of farm crops down below the cost of production. 
It will drive farm labor to the cities. It will throw thousands and 
thousands of farms into idleness; and unless something is done to correct 
this evil law, it will produce a food shortage, the like of which this 
netion has never known. 

"Of course the bureaucrats want to hold the f&rmer 
down so that he will have to borrow money from the Government, and with 
these farm loans they hope to keep the farmers ' vote in line, God save 
America from such chicanery. " 

In this speech STilTH said three foroes operrte on our 

Congress: 

1. TTall Street monopolies, 

2. New Deal Bureaucrats, 

3. A combination of pressure groups, organized lobbyists, 
and ruthless men end women who will do anything to ac- 
complish their ends." 

\ He again commented on the Foreign Poll cy\ Association 

which anbraccd the post-war policies as advocated by^SKDEljy . T ILLKIE, 

dorothy!/ thqijpson , Rabbi stepheMtise, eieanor Roosevelt, henri ttallace, 

?nd many others of their ilk. These people are ell intern? tiona lists. 
They believe that an independent America after this war will' be unable to 
cope with the problems we will face," 



October 31. 19^2: 



SMITH quoted RA YMOND^yLAPPER 1 S caution against the 
imminence of dictatorship in America. He also quoted the statement of 
the British] Minister of Supply Director General, Lieutenant General 
Sir WALTER VENNING. SMITH criticized Sir WALTER'S proposal of a 
British American union after the war, and especially his statement :"We 
have evolved to the point where no accounts are kept. There is to be 
no more of the wretched business over how much money we British owe you 
or how many dollars you owe us." Sir WALTER also advocated an international 
federation with a"combined Senate," 

SHITH criticized this international conspiracy vehemently, 
He suggested that Lieutenant General Venning should be sent home immediately 
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for using his high position to try to disrupt our form of government. He 
read this news story to remind his listeners that fl a set of internationalists 
in England and America and Chine and Russia and elsewhere are attempting 
to destroy our identity as an independent nation and bring us into a state 
of interdependence," 

1 

3 

I SVJTH also stated: "But yesterday we learned what ob- 

T viously was the reason for this failure of the Government to permit MR. 

FORD to use his own factory to make tires for the people, even though he 
^ said he could do it without using an ounce of rubber. Now here*s the dis- 

patch; 

"•An arrangement has been reached between fche United 
States Government and the Ford Motor Company, by which the Ford tire factory 
in River Rouge is to be ourchased by the Government and donated to Russia, 1 

"Thus, Ladies and Gentlemen, you see MR. FORD was not 
given permit to make tires for you because the Government evidently was 
: -: arranging to donate the factory to the Russians. But, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

i T hfllH in m\r hand a rH er\a+ *h rtnf r\P VIneVi-? nrrf /in onH rcP AlrT»r\n fthiA. t.n 

\ the effect that the automobile industry itself in Akron is ready to furnish 

1 us all the tires we need if IE0N HENDERSON will give them the go sign," 

T November 1. 1942; 

£; Continuing to criticize Lieutenant General VENNING ! S 

statement, S11TH said: "The very idea of any foreigner having the nerve 
to come to America and advocating the abolition of our Senate after the 
war: and the very idea of any Britisher or any Russian or any other 
foreigner suggesting that our United States Senate sit in London or Prris 
or Moscow as part of a world senate to rule over our people! • God save 
> ■ >, America from such propaganda." 



"...If this proposal was being made by an ordinary citizen 
or an ordinary propagandist, it would be different, but it is being made 
by p high British official who rdmits in his speech in v teshington that 
^ they've ouit keeping books, and they just take our money,and no records are 

* t being kept." 

J SMITH repeated his argument about the Ford Rubber 

i factory being shipped to Russia by the United States Government. 

- ( November 2. 1942; 

I "America is facing a food shortage. We are being ra- 

I tioned on sugar. v /e will soon be rationed on coffee; then comes meat, 

ScSf^S d?iry products, and so forth." 
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In advocating thet eech-soldier be paid $50,00 in 
cash and $50.00 in bonds to be srved until their return, SMITH seid: 
"VThen the war ends, these war factories will close, and the boys will 
come home.. We shrll see e period of unemployment, the like of which 
we have never known, unless farsighted statesmanship takes command,... 
I am the man that started the movement that got an increase in pay for 
your loved one in the Army, Navy, and Marines. But if we go on just like 
we are going on, your son will return from the Array penniless, 

"This must not be. The Communists and enemies of 
America are already lying in wait for the hour when they can prey on the 
misery of the post-^ar period in an attempt to destroy the respect of our 
sons for the American form of government." 

SKITH again criticizes Lieutenant General Sir WALTER 
VENNINGS ' public statement. 

He referred to the gasoline rationing program as a 
Wall Street trick. "They don't want us to make rubber out of farm crops, 
which we could do, and they don't want us to make our tires out of scrap 
rubber. They want to save that market for the big international rubber 
monopoly until after the war*" 

November 2. 1%2; 

In this speech SJTTH defended the two-party system and 
said that the Republican Party under WENDELL WILLKIE betrayed its trust by 
plidging loyal opposition and going over to New Deal bureaucracy. 

November 2, l%2_i_ 

"For many years the experts of international military 
affairs have anticipated e Japanese threat. But even so, an administration 
subservient to the rubber monopoly allowed us to subject ourselves to a raw 
material 12,000 miles away. Now it has been discovered that we can make 
our rubber out of oil and farm crops. It has been discovered that we can 
meet our tire emergency with the re-claiming of scrap. But even so, the 
regimenters call down upon us a program of privation and restraint in the 
form of rationing and slow-down, which promises to wreck our whole economy, 
which threatens to turn dynamic Detroit into a chaotic end industrial 
wreck, just because somebody wants to save a precious monopoly." 

November 15* 1942: 

SMITH announced thet ho had been on the radio one to 
seven times oer week through the year and was consequently compelled to 
neglect his good friends in other states. He announced he would not be 
able to bn^dnaafc over Rrdio Station WJR as continuously as before, since 
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he was going to concentrate his energies as vEditor of The Cross end the 
Flag magazine, 

SKITH announced: "Every Congressman and Senator op- 
posed by 7IAUIER WIN CHE LL was re-elected. Most of the Congressmen and 
"Senators "who were vociferously supported by VJINCHELL were defeated. 11 

SMITH stated that the new Congress in Washington was a 
people* s Congress because the propaganda of an organized group of Left 
lingers with strong Communist leanings was repudiated. 

SKITH quoted et length from an editorial in the Chicago 
Tribune , November 5, as the greatest statement concerning this sensational 
return to commonsense Americanism and the repudiation of the New Deal and 
Communists. 

"Our neighbors, our sons, our loved ones are on thirty- 
one battlefields. Some of us may not understand ali of the mysteries 
which produce this type of wp.r, but regardless of any opinions, pro or con, 
which we may have had prior to Pearl Harbor, we are all determined that 
no stone shall be left unturned, necessary to supply our men with food and 
raiment pnd shelter and instruments of defense rnd offense, 

"Hov? guilty would be our souls if we allowed our 
ooliticnl opinions to in any vry affect our loyalty to America in this 
dark hour," 

"The election on November 3 spelled one more thing. 
It served notice on Washington that we do not v/ant this war being used as 
a bureaucratic instrument for the building of any political m? chine after 
this war. The voice of the people cries out to those in charge of our 
Government a warning against any and all attempts to appropriate patriotic 
loyalty to partisan politics, 

"It now becomes the duty of Americans to unite for 

victory." 

He commented on EARL BROODER'S speech in Detroit, 
serving notice on America that victory can only bo won by the Communist 
route. He continued: m 7o cannot win this war if we allow ourselves to b3 
eaten up and devoured from within by these negative forces. Attorney 
General BIDDIE has called for the deportation of HARRY BRIDGES, the Com- 
munist, He has called for the deportation of the head of the Communist 
Party of California, although ^'vE^ELLJULUCIS has come to the defense of 
the Reds, 
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"This past w «lc "JSVUTTT, witjjob stood before the 
Supremo Court and p-ie«Oed for the Court to grant £ decision wnioi wduzu 
pozmi* tnis man to remain in America as a citizen, 

"All God fearing Americans who send their sons to 
the chill, bleak fort if ic ft ions of Iceland, all of us who wrapped our 
sons in firs ps they go out to defend our bases in Greenland, the 
American mothers and fathers whose sons now free the deadly pagan 
enemy on Africa's coast, are determined that while our loved ones die in 
the East and in the v . T est and in the North end in the South, end while our 
heroic *nd beloved ones wait through the long months in the prison camps 
of Tokyo, we shall not permit these advocates of destructive propaganda 
to eat out the vitals of our homeland by subversive and atheistic and 
unAmerican propaganda. 

"i'7e are conscious of our responsibility to our Allies, 
The politics of Russia in no way affect our duty to keep faith in a 
military alliance necessary to bring victory, but we do not want the 
politics of Britain. We do not want the politics of France. We do not 
want the oolitics of Germany. Vie do not went the politics of Russia. 
?Te do not want the politics of China; and we shall not interfere with 
their politics. 

"We give our sons. VJe form our alliances. Vfe make 
our sacrifices. We press toward victory, but under God, during the war, 
through the war, and after the war, America shell remain, America." 

As SMITH announced in this last radio address, his 
radio broadcasts were discontinued by Radio Station «7JR after the broadcast 
of November 15, 1942. 
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was recontacted and 
report - d th-^t S-JTH vias very much concerned about a rumor that UILLKI3 
was going to be nominated as a Presidential candidate of the Republican 
Party for the Prssidency in 1944, and that there was even a move on 
foot to make WHLKI3 the nominee for both parties. Si-ITH believed that 
ALFA 3 LA: DON would be desirable as Secretary of the Republican Party, 
since he is anti-war and since he testified against the Lend-laase Bill* 
Informant stated that ShITH has been frequently contacting a Reverend 3. 
■'! s ROLLINGS who is affiliated with GSt'UJD ^.INROD and is believed to be 
a propagandist of that variety in the city of Detroit • 

Infor-rAnt stated that S^JTH complained of the dis- 
cs rL-r.mt ion th?_t was practiced against him when he ran for the office of 
United States Senator from the State of kichigan. He recounted the dif- 
ficulties that he had in running as a "sticker" candidate, especially in 
the communities where the voting machinas were used, S*^ITH vas rather 
dismayed over the small vote he obtained and made accusations privately 
on several occasions th'-t there mast have been some vote stealing; however, 
3.2TH was inclined not to ask for an official recount. 5. ITH was content 
that his support had proved to be comparatively strong and he believed 
his power as a political figure vas established. 



S JTH has 
of the For. 
great luu^m at cording to 
that the purpose of the in 
of an independent taird political 



•^Uotor^CamDan^jn^Jy^^^an 

lSWrlrl^a^Toarraneefor 




continued to contact ^ 

fe r rod with him ai 
Informant believed 
arrange ror the establishment 
The plans for this political 



b' 



party, 




party are still in the formative stage. 

SITH has discussed plans with Attorney 
for a suit which he proposes to institute against WALT "H VINCH3LL 
and "Liberty iilagazine" for libel which damaged him in his recent political 
campaign. The alleged libel consists of an article written by HALT'S 
i/I;tfCK3LL and oublished in "Liberty '.^aga^ine", entitled "Americans V.'e Can 
Do Vfithout". In this article SiITH vas uescribad as being affiliated 
with WILLIAM DUDLJY PSLLSY and others. The article also stated that SiilTH 
had recently been indicted for seditious utterances. It is presently 

pxaxuigu buui* Ji-iin wm aiarw wnxo law sujli, ±ji oug near iuiui b vjr svi ring 

ft le^al process on the agent of "Liberty Magazine" in Detroit, *dchigan, 
and will demand one million dollars damages. 

further informed that 
of Barrington, 



SMITH has been discussing his plans wit 
Illinois. 




bifi 
b7cs 



Concerning the formation of an independent third 



C0NF7 
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party S..ITH has been working with W^m^^S^^of Cleveland, Ohio, 
who has b : ien contacting key fi£ures\in an attempt to form this party. 
Informant bellsved tntet attempts werW being vade to Interest former Post- 
master General, JAi-.S^ARLJC, and TCyfe)RCO?*AN in this proposition. 
Confidential Informant also advisod that the investigation of SMITH'S 
income tax returns by agents of the Department of Treasury has been re- 
sumed. 



_ _ advised that GJRALD L. 

K. S ITH, or-anizer of the COliJTT ,3 014=3 * MILLION and "until approximate- 
ly one year ago publisher of <The Cross and the Flag 1 , has been sup ported 
in his oro-Nazi ~ ' " 




Agent 
*it tan 



interviewed 
and he presented carbon copies of two type- 
irst, dated October 28, 1942^nd summarized in 
own language, * as an interv^vyghich with 
""on October 28, 1942. ■ ^eacrffie^ ■ as having 

een "connected vith GJUID L. K. SiiTr^orTwo years between 1939 and 
1941 in a managerial capacity." 





'stated he \/)^ 
n August, . 
and subsequently Y 



report set 

had beenintroduced to GJR\1D L. K. S. ITH by 

^222jHH| 1114(36 a contact for SkJTH with \ ^ 

t^^sJKSSK in Denalf o f th « F ord Motor Company, arranged for a weekly 
oroaacast oy 0 i^^^L^f^&gTH- The financial arrangement with Station 
WJR v; as made by ^^^^^^3^Pf wn0 » ac tin£ f°r Ford Motor Company, 
guaranteed the paymen^orThebills for the radio time. This arrangement 
existed for over a y;ar, and ths weekly payments of #375 wore paid in 
advance in lump sums approximating 0,000. Beaidos the Ford iaotor Company, 
other contributors to SMITH'S support were Bohn Aluminum and Brass C;r- 
ooration, Brings i^nufacturinfi Company, The Otis Steel Company and 
Thompson Products. I W°* ^ e C ^' is Stee ^- Company contributed approx- 

imately £500 per weeK^^Sos^of the automobile companyaxeentives in the 
city of Detroit also contributed to S ITH'S support. | |aald he was 
unable to make any estimate at all of S^TH'S receipt^ r oi^'the reason that 
he did not know how much money was taken in bytf J/ and several 

prof ossional solicitors aside from whatever S,:JuW33h^hava received 
himself. The solicitors operated on a twenty-five per cent commission. 
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end 

stated to 
1940 Presi 
from th 
CLUBS, 
made at 



enti 




averaged $5,0 
according to 
campaign SMITH 
REPUBLICAN C0J 
reported the 
' S public meetings 





commissions, 
report tiut during^ the 
e rive a inconsiderable amount of money 
TTTSE and the TULLKIE FOR PRESIDENT 
Id him that all collections 
and above some $250 for. expenses 




were retained by GERALD SMITH. 




The pamphlet " Too Much JROOSEVELr" was sold by 
SMITH Derhaps in the cuantity of hundreds of thousands at twenty* five 
cents per copy. These pamphlets cost SHITH seven or eight cents apiece. 

(.reported th. t( (told him that he 
had accomp£nie"cTSl-trrl4 oh numerous speaking engagements made under 
the auspices of various trMtor^anizations, end SMITH'S compensation was 
f?150 to &200 per speech. BjESS^ 50 SKITH and he campaigned for 

EARL IOV0, brotherof HtS^lBu in Louisian a, p.nd S )!ITH received §1500 
from LOFG. further reported thrtff^K believed SMITH filed 

two incone taxre^^Js^t^ting his income toDeoetween #7>000 end $7,500 
per veer, wheren^^^ ^ Mj estimatbaMals actuel income at least seven or 
eight times th~t amount^ ■ I report further stated thrt SMITH 

rua\ntaine^fourbonl^^ounfs^^ Bank in the 

names of W^f^^^^W z nd of the FEDERATION OF 

IzBTBT Tj^HIG/Jg . f^y^^^D^h^^cond maintained by 

' r nd ^^f^^ffSf^mm^t^^W the Detroit Bank; a third 

one in an unknov/n bank; and the 
the Detroit Bank. 



>ank recount maintain 
fourth in the nr/ne of 




All collections thrt came in the mail in response 
to GSRAID L. K. SMITH'S r. open Is were divided. Half of them went into 
the second bank recount d:scrib3d above, *nd the other half was retained 
by SMITH as person^^income and deposited in either the third or fourth 
bank accounts, ^^^^^^ a lso suspccUd th:t SiLITH maintained safety 
deposit boxes in Detroit bonks. M B d ~ d know o^anyconnections 
b|tweenSEITH and the G erman governm ent or its agents . ttBDWiBtold 



according to 
"hrd aclose rcl^€Toris 
arrangement between them, 
severed his connection with" 
himself with SMI TH was to do 
P HTY. 

any accounts o. 






reoort, that SMITH and 
fat he wrs unfamiliar with any I'inai 
claimed th&.t after the 1940 election he 
because his only purpose of affiliating 
s much go d as he could for the REPUBLICAN 
concluded his report by stating th' tB^^Spnevor kept 
"the money he received and wrsunrble to mrTeany estimate; 



hov/ever, he maintained thet Si.ITH wvs the sole beneficiary of all contri- 
butions. 



ceived f r< 



The second typewritten report which Agon 
wi»tu x lKJi 'W%f2£!5i$B VJPS ^ journalistic form a.nd contained practically 
no material of evidentiary value and no information relevant to this in- 
vestigation which hrs not been previously reported. 
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These reports ?re being retained in the files of 
the Detroit Field Office. This letter report docs, however, cont?in a 
list of the- or.ior financial supporters of SMITH, \*ho are as follows: 



$18,000 




New York City 



3,000 



2,500 




New York City 



3,000 




1,000 



15,000 



4,500 



8,000 



2,500 



1,200 
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confiVntial: 




New York City 




cstchcst&r County^> T cw_York 




Long Island, Ucw York 




New York City 
onk&ra, Kevr York 




Contributions from 



$ 500 



500 



350 
3,500 

2,000 

500'' 

2,000 

(-mount unknovm) 
(amount -unknown) 
of Pennsylvania 



inclu a : 




0 > 



CO;** 
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tal Amount - $10,000 



Governor D/.VSY'S political campaign, 

money paid to SMITH by FRANK POULSON, 

Chairman of the OHIO STATE DEMOCRATIC 

COIllITTSE end kiss KYRNA SlilTH, Secretary 

to former Governor DAVEY, June, July, 

August, end Soptomb-r, 1938 $12,000 

HRICK3R cr.mpe.ign for Governor in Ohio; 
also money -rid by E. J. MIU2R of the 
) IANUFACTURERS 1 ASSOCIATION end FRANK 
BOGGS, State Chairman of OHIO REPUBLICAN 
COIv? ITTE2, September, October and Novem- 
ber, 1938 8 *°°° 

Inasmuch f.s there is no indication that these amounts 
of money were paid to SMITH in violation of any I-- 1 -* of the United States 
over which the* Federal Bureau pf Investigation has primary „ investiga- 
tive jurisdiction, no le*ds ere beinp set forth to other field offices .with 
r3spoct to these payments at this time. 




mm 




By letter dated November 4, 19 A2, the Bureau trans- 
mittod to the Detroit Field Office two photostatic copies of a document 
obtained trov^Vn^^^gan^^^^^^j^j^^^^^^^^^ document, 

prepared by WS^S^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^f^M^^^ Swt f° rth 
detail his versTono^lnTrctivities of GSRaLD L. K. SVITH. A careful 
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review of this arterial has die closed thr.t it is subs t fin t telly similar to 
set forth previously in this report s information given by 
to Spucir.l /.pent in Charge JOHN S. BUG/»S on October 9 nnd 
Conseouentlr, the rapterirl contain ^d therein T'ill be reported 
only to the extent th?t it fides to or differs from the informrtion re- 
ported r.bovo. 
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COUF»NTIAU 

UMDEVBLOPED^ 'LSAPS 

THE »£7 ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION: 



it ALGIERS. LOUISIANA, will attempt 'to locate and interview 

■with SMITH durinc HUJ2T LONG'S 




$7^finances, supporters and activities^ 




THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION ; 

■' AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with Informants 

and obtain copies of all propaganda for prompt transmittal to the Bureau. 



PENDING 



1 • -.rC-> v-*d 



*"* TITLE: BERALD LIU AN KENNETH SJITH was Gerald L. K. Snith, Gerald • 
L. K. Schmidt; THE COMiaITTE OF 1,000,000 

S. A. J B ' v .. . 

r '. DATE: 12/11/U / / y/'V..- /'j^-'- Vj. ^* ' '. - .v' :^ 
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February IS, 190 



K ■■ ■ 

M KOOitAL W HmrraR BTItt 
* HI SPKClkL HZSSSXOSR 

rtooorable Prentiss Brosn * 

''Administrator ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED / 

Cffioe ©f Me< A<M.nistretion HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

federal Office Building Kuober 1 DATE ahiSi BY^^^ 

Second and D Streets, 5. I. - 
•aehington, 0. C. * 

"OMr fc£r. Aroint 

This ftjrcau haa recently received information fhic • confidential 
aourca to tha afreet that one Bernard Ldb« of Detroit, Kicbleon, eho ia 
described a* % busing a nanager for Gerald L. C. Staittf, also of Detroit, 
recently secured a m B* gasoline ration book for Ssdth. 

r -^S*^ $n thle connection I thought you should bo advised that ve bare 

been further informed that Smith, during the course of s radio address £iv*n 
at Detroit, defaigsn, on October 24, 1942, lUUd eubstantially &a follows: 





"On last Thursday I drove to Kalamazoo, l&cbigsn, at a regular 
rate of speed. I observed all the speed leva, but I ignored tr is ^, 
bureaucratic lose- the- war ruling which eould aloe 4o*n our highway ! 
traffic to 35 sdlee per hour. On good, straight, pared roads I 
drovs 40, 50, and 60 sdlee per hour. 

•I was not molested. I ems not stopped, and at no time did I 
*ive at an unsafe speed. On the other hand I drove at what I call 
win- the- war speed. X did thle in order to dramatise to my friends 
* to the people of America hoe unsound many of our bureaucratic 
logs really are .... 

•Inasnuch as tbe suggestion to slow down to 35 miles en hour 
m handed do in by a Wall Street politician, Bernard Baruch, and the 
ale was handed down by e railroad president and confirmed by s taw 
bal bureaucracy, it is not surprising to discover that this slov- 
**m rule is likely to paralyse our vdiole transportation ays tea and 
vjtually our whole •SozocSc order 



•If this thing goes through, it sill empty dur,,charchaa| will- 
i %lyse our educational systems-It will isolate our country peo^le^ 

k • t** 1 * neighbors. It sill alaoet' destroy Jha righ* sf free 7 - 

lk2xJm£AU^.ms 1 will no loeje^'ba mble'to gather together in biz' 

<Hwiief section} ^ E o^fej - ** 

DE-INDEXED 

DAT&W>' 
4 







> - 



Page Two 



'A 



r ' ■ ' anitb recently ooufifat election to th« United fit* Us Senate tro* 
je ,«itat* of Michigan and it paid to reside at 1753 Seyburn Street, 
T pit, *i*bl4*>. g ;. 



1185 



This Bureau has no information *e to the eocurecy of the report 
™.'Doean secured a gasoline ration book and, Lf bo did, another ha 
jaecureJ it lor Smith. However, io view of the tenor of the above-quoted 
^eoarke, I thought that thia inatanoe ahould be called to your attention. 



b 



■;:'.y ;i \ 



Sincerely yours. 



John Bdger floorer 
Director 



r 
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order to carr^on^acajmoaign against the communists and the labor unions, 
he requested fc^^^^^Bto furnish him with some skillful investigators 

of communisticactl^tie^; BllPiiPB stated that in response to this 
reques t an inve stigator of t^^^^rcBervice Department by the name of 
M ^ ra ^ s iti oa ned" to SMITH for his anti-communist propaganda* 
iant said he was not aware of any other investigator that worked 
for S«:ITH except that i^jasjjossible that other investigators helped 
out forbr^^periods. M^^^^^ stated that while doing this work for 
SLU'IH, B§||fpf ra ' s retaineoon^ffie Ford Llotor Company p ayro^^^ndhedid 
not belxev^That any compensation was obtained from S:2TK. 
explained that the common interest of SiHTK and the Ford Llotoruompa^ 
arose from the fact that both were interested in combating the rising 
tide of communism among labor unions in the Detroit area. 

_ _ _ that MRS. Q^PJJJD L. K. SMITH'S 
maiden name was SOHLj^UiH and sne is related in some way to CKAPIZS 
JboESjJSON, Vice President and General Hanager of the Ford Hotor Company. 
'Informant stated he believes SiHTH is still working rather closely with 
the Ford Motor Company. 

~|stated that he never had any indication 
that S?oTIH was a Uazi ;\jent, a Jazi sympathizer, or in any way connected 
with officials of the present German Government. He further assured that 
he was unaware of any foreign contacts that SLXfH ever had. He stated 
that all of the accusations against SiHTH made^y^&eDublic press and 
over the radio are unfounded in this regard. suggested that 

the pressure for the investigation of SIXTH anathecRsare to defame him 
publicly did not come from the New Deal Administration or the communists 
so much as it origi nated from the Jewish people and their organizations. 
In explaining this, Wj^^^ J 3 tated that is an intense American 

nationalist and the ^^MnSSnle are internationalists and, therefore, 
want to silence 31IITH. ■ ff also submitted as an additional 

explanation that SICirH'S moTto"Christ First In America" and the name 
of_his_ magazine "The Cross and the Flag" are distasteful to Jews, V 

_adcjed, however, that a few rich Jews, such as the Detroi^^Korney 
are friendly with SIHTH in an effort to placate a man whom 
iey t nink would b e a dangerous enemy of all Jev/s if not befriended by 
some. Bjj^fc^vF 5 tated that although SIHiH'S public statements are very 
closel^^P^W^he knws that SlilTH privately is anti-J ewish. He is 
firmly convinced that the only good Jew is a dead Jew. 



V 
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of the feud between SIZLW and the RQQSZV^LT Administration goes back to the 
assassination of HUE! LQtfG in Louisiana because SiHTH contends that some 
day he vdll make public his proof that t he assassination of HUUY LONG was 
planned in Washington, D. C«W^j^^^M stated that SLUTH'S genuine hatred 
for coinJJUnists was based on ^^Tac^^iat Vaey are against religion, our 
present form of government, an independent United States of ijnerica and many 
other things that SLXTH stands for* 



J* 



the fact that the con 
Government, 
of a ^2000 cne 
evidence bee a; 
Government, " 




that SIHTH does not hesitate to publicize 
sts are getting more and more power with the Federal 
explained that the communists have a photostatic copy 
I'H but that they have been warned not to publicize this 
the che ck was too "Influenti 1 in the Federal 
to state that SMITH'S backers are all 





hase of the in- 



J>7J 



the biggest men in jjcuroi" and he would not 
vestigation without specific authority from 

men questioned concerning 
any Fascist tendencies that SMITH may have stated that it is very possible 
that S1.HTK is a Fascist because of his experience in the southern states. 
He said that even in Germany the suppression of the Jews is no greater than 
the suppression of the ne^rces in the southern states. Ee also stater! that 
other factors vould indicate that SlIITII can very possibly be a Fascist are 
his intense hatred for communists, for Jewish people, ihis egotis tical and 
dictatorial desires and his lust for power. Hov/ever, ■ ■ st ated that 

he had never heard SLTJCH make any admissions that v.ou' 
believe that SUTH would want to lead a Fascist revolution in 
States. 

f f that he had no hesitancy in saying 

that GiiPJiLD 7.TNE0D ofTacfOTa^ one of the most dangerous Fascists 
in the United States and he also knows that SUTH has had contacts W-th '..TIIP.QD. 
Hov/ever, he was unable to state the extent or the connection of these contacts, 






and went to Louisiana 
roken for a period of several years. The next time 
_ met SMITH was when was campaig ning for Dr, T0 ME1JD and his 

ical party in 1936 in Des Uoines, Iowa, MV * n ^?W «B explained that 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



during this period he himself was engaged in writing for -GERALD VJNHOD'S 
magazine "The Defender." 

In 1939 vhen came to Uichigan he heard 
GEHALD SUVK'S radio broadcast. A^^ ^^^Sf the br oadcast he called SLIITH 
and SU IH came to visit B p^ J^eS^^^^R^^j^J SiCITH proposed that 

come to Detroit «H*l| • '^vHRn^^onsomeaSti-coriBiiunist publications 
"e - v;as -etting j^^^t^ agreed to wor k for S-IITH in an editorial 



capacity for a specific sum o± monej » 
SMITH'S o ffice in th ejndus trial Bai 



ng in 



23TeTiu.es. he sai 
entitled "Too Much 
SUITE and hira over 



so got. together some material for the later oampnlet 



t. ilichigan, 



aj.iphlet "Dangerous 



Rooseve^" but at that time an ar^ 
■ P compensation and] 




ent arose between 
quit. 




s aidthatdu/jm^the period of time that he 
that B^^^^^^B '^ as SuITH'S closest associate. 

He said that B^y$ &^i^^^ jjfcvras sH^^^principal collecto r but 5CTj H never 
confided in a^^^^Tn^^mcffltt of money that was collected. BFf S jj^1B~ #>4 J that 
Sl^liH had two principal sources of information which he useo^Rffl^ publica- 
tions. First, he was an ardent nev;spaper clipper and he filed away under 
carefully selected classifications all the clip ings that he took from news- 
papers; secondly, he obtained the services of the Ford 1-Iotor Company's 
inve5jtijgators to obtain anti-coiiimun^ticma^r^^^yjech^f of these Ford 
Llotor Company investigators w a s IP said that in 

his opinion much of 3i£ETH ! S recen^^rH^i^^ greati^^ldiTious because of 
th<5 utter malice he bears for the present United States Government and also 
for his subtle but, nevertheless, bitter anti-semitism, Ke said that in 
his opinion, SUITK uses all the Nazi propaganda devices for causing dis- 
unity amon^ a people whom the Nazis had aimed to conquer. 



with the German Gove 
S-IITK'S own admission to 
offered practically 
outlet for w orld jjr^oa^anda. 





said that he knows 312 1H has had some contact 
en SUIUI was in New York, according to 
the German Consul in New York City 
s s urns q^j^^^^^ot his services as an 
SI^ITH toldK^gj^SBW' tha ' t he had to refuse 
also stated thai S1.:IIH had told him trfit] 



us oner. 

legotSffRRSTnTTTlTH in an attempt to mcke S;.iITH become active in 
has organization. S,II ^H was som ewhat interested in this offer but eventually- 
turned it down becauseB feas to be the attraction and SIlETH merely the 
mouthpiece. He also sa^D^raat SiCETH admitted to him after coming to Detroit 
that he had been offered $1,000,0 00 by HSNKY FOHD if SiaTH would make his 
propaganda fenti— Jewish. tf£^§^Bsaid that he did not know if this last boast 
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of S*2Ti: ! S was sincere. 



^^^M said that SKI'IH advised him in 1933 to get 
^UDLE^FSLI£Y who was organizing a Silver Shirts 



in touch with XfIL 

Fascists Movement in the United States, ^^3| said ^haX, ne wrote to 
p ^t.t.-T and in his reply letter FELLEY. sateoThaFDR. AT© LffiS. S:.ITiH had 
beenj^raining for six weeks at Ashville^North Carolina aid had recommended 

as a desirable member. VI said that he and his 
T^^^rea^mis letter many times and^^^^urneo^he letter with all the 
propaganda material which had been received from P3LLEY because they had 
no sympathy with what appeared to be a revival of the KU-KEUX KLuN* 



said that as far as he knov;s SITIH had 
little contact watffT35>T7£IZSE£TH DIIXTiJG. He stated that/e believed 
SZLTH was working in close conjunction with REV. G2RALD B^IWROD* 




)ecember, 1941, G2RALD \iTNROD had a series 
.an Temple forj^^ntire week at Pontiac, Michigan, which is 
own Church. B'^rv^/ 3 -^^ tha^durinjr that week C.-ITH made 
rrequent contacts T.-itr^fflflffly^TNEGD. BB||§|| Mk aid he believed R3V. 
r.TIJROD was a Fascist because when he rexurne^xrom Germcny in 1936 he 
was highl^jQ[flnym|ntary of the chan es that ADOLPH HITLER effected in 
Germany. ^^^ ^jfevjj sUte<i that 51HTH was almost always egotistical 
and apparentl^thisegotism manifested itself in a lust for political 
power due to Sl/iTH'S long association with HU3I LDHG. 




>1! 



said that SiZjj^^s^^^ntly anti-Jewish 
and as a possible basis'"ior tnis prejudice. ^pSSa^^^flB said that DE. 
1EISS who assassinated HILSY LOMG in the presenceo^^^Bi was probably 
Jewish* He said LONG'S assassination was responsib^^orS^TH'S hatred 
for the Roosevelt AcLninistration. In c one lu si on. ^ ^^jffS^ jy summarized 
that o\<~LTA definitely has Fascist inclinations anoTsanexceptionally 
shrewd man, which would make SiHTH a dangerous candidate for Fascist 
leadership in the United States. 




in touch with SLU'iw since ly^+u out prior 



said that he has not been 
hat time he had noticed 



from SMITH'S radio speeches and private utterances that he was strongly 



yip 
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against Roosevelt, communists and CIO. He Tga^jejjyimich In f avor of _ 
GERALD UIHittD and 'Congressman l^Rl'IN DBS. Bd£§|gg£ stated that in 
his opinion SLCTrH was not sincere in any of nS^apparent convictions 
but would ar^ue in favor of any movement if it were profitable. 





_ Detroil 

made available to the writer a file of correspondence that he had 
with S13TH. A letter dated October 1, 19A1, from SjHTH to 
was to the following effect: 

^■jjSflfffj^ B t old me that you or your friends were 
apprehensive conc^Hl^Ri^aStitude toward the Jews. That attitude £> / 
is nov. the same as I outlined it in documents which I previously wrote 
to you. The tide of anti-semitism is rising in both houses of Congress 
and in the minds of ordinarily temperate-minded citizens. The frequent 
smears against ^Ka'XER, IfiQL, LI>JD32RGH, CLARK, w'OOD and all known non- 
interventionists create undercurrents of resentment which are express- 

J M~ nr<r. y-.T A A -P P A l*£k »■» +■ fftWTie lnfllll^linO A n t.T _ «~ OiTlT T . T 

warned Jewish leaders five years ago not to "give the works" to suspected 
anti-scmites as they gave it to me in 1956. In two 3a rge mass meetings 
recently, I have endorsed LLOEIEGH. "Any intelligent observer knows 
that his Des Moines speech was not anti-semi tic. He merely nsjned three 
of the four groups whose so-called official organizations are constantly 
plugging for war. " 

"If American citizens like yourself do not want the 
Jewish people to take their share of the blame for pro war propaganda, 
then you should devise ways and means for directing, ad eting or take 
the blame - for shutting up such adversaries as are constantly being 
elevated to positions of high authority where they act as spokesmen of 
American Jewry." 

H LIIfD3URGH in naming the three most persistent non- 
interventionists overlooked one, namely the Communist Party, which has 
nov; become the fair-haired mistress cloistered in the wing of the New 
Deal Dynasty..." 

"Now I ask you to put yourself in my position. I 
don't know of one single elected Jewish leader that has been officially 
my sincere friend vrithin the last five years. Occasionally I have been 
the recipient of a 'cind word or two from soiaeone like yourself, and, of 
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course, the SOKOLSKY article (GEORGE SO"OLSKY article in the New York 
Forum) was sabotage. The 'war party 1 has arranged to give me "the 
works." These men who are b eing smeared are my friends. They are not 
anti-semi tic. They are good Americans and they represent eighty per 
cent of the American people." "Tour Jewish leaders in Washington, D. C. 
said the only thing that would save America would be some means of 
silencing bj imprisonment or otherwise such obstructionists as GERALD 
SIXTH.. ..Practically every good American I know on this side of the 
fight feels like a martyr and I know many who will gladly accept im - 
prisonment rather than to surrender their liberty to this set of thieves 
and Benedict Arnolds not; running our Government. .. ." 

,r i7e believe in the constitution and when the elected 
representatives of the people declare war, we will be in the front line 
of service and sacrifice to help win it but we don f t propose to be 
solicited by these fire side methods being employed by our President 
who remains the demigogue. It will take more than a fire- side chat to 
make us believe that the Panama flag is the American flag." 

tr ;;e arc not only ready to support national defense but 
we believe that when our President and his henchmen trap us through 
coersive methods and petty practices into giving away our materials which 
we need for national defense to foreign countries, he not only menances 
our safety but commits treason against our people- ... " 

"This letter is not confidential and you may show it 
to any one who has enough sense to recognize honesty when they see it." 

Other letters in Q^|j^g^|| file as follows: 

April 25, 1942, GERALD S!HTH to JOHN S. K'UGHT, Editor 
Detroit Free Press objecting to the headline that "Reds and Jews are 
Trying to Shield REV. FATHER CHARLES E. COUGKLItJ." SLXTH said that the 
quotation was inadequate because SLTTH never mentioned the wrd "Jews." 

Letter dated Llay 4, 1942, JOHN s/^KIJIGHT admitted that 
his copy desk changed the words "Reds" and "Christ Killers" to "Reds" and 
"Jews." K.TIGHT denied th£-t there was any libelous misstatement therein. 

Letter dated l£ay 5, 1942, from S'lHTH to WTjM v ' lth 
a copy of K.XGHT'S Kter which he termed a scandalous adiiBsion. SMITH 
stated that he never introduced the Jewish issue but that it mi/;ht be 
possible for a fair minded person to decide whether SIXTH'S defense of 
C:/JT1LIN T indicated that 5 XiH was anti-scmitic . S.;^ noted on the bottom 
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of this letter that in his interview with JOHN S. admitted 
to him the terms "Christ Killers" and "Jews" were synonymous . 

i estimated that SIOTH'S office expense was 
approximately vlOO per week for employees and about $15 a day for postage, 
He said that as far as he knew the corporation with which SiJ'irl had 
organized was serving no purpose whatsoever since all the money came i n 
to Si uIIH and all correspondence went out over his signature* 
||jljsubmitted a copy of a letter dated April 10, 1942, which clearly 
snows that S'JXFd was then engaged in the free distribution of the booklet 
entitled "A Hoop of Steel." 






by Special Agent ■ B Accountant, 

of the account 0 fB^Q3^2SS^ljf^ 2006 Industrial I^anl^buiTiin^in the 
Industrial Bank, Detr^R^Schigan, revealed noticing of significance to 
this investigation. 



stated that S*IITH made his 
first radio speeches in Detroit, liichigan, over Radio Station VjGlZ each 
Sunday in April 1939 • Since Hay, 1939, practically without interruption, 
he has made radio speeches each Sunday evening over radio station w'JJU 
He also ettempted to have his speeches translated into the Polish 
language and broadcast over Station a f Ji3K but this proved unsuccessful 
since his doctrines had no appeal to the large Polish Catholic coma-unity 
in Hamtramck, Michigan. 

Tihen SiHIH came to Detroit he was employing as his 
Office Manager Eg-IAI^^y^^. Upon his arrival here, he bec ame cl< 
associated with KS^^SS^^B w: ° nsu * been a close friend of " 
■ land was abTetc^ontacV many infl uential persons o n 

SlU^K- SiJITH'S principal c ollec't or was WSS^S^S^S^^WS^S^i and 

SiXx r h were in continual disagreement and^pp^lm^^flia no'^Trus^one 
another very well. For tie first few weeks S^JITH had only one girl working 
in his office taking cared* the incoming mail, but after the first few 
br^dcasts it came in so heavy that he had to enlarge his office. B 
■ ft believed that tie receipts aruounted to about £200 a week io^^ 

aproBBged period of time. However, this amount wa8 insufficient to 
cover radio broadcastings and office expenses and, therefore, i t was 





~-i 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



necessary to have men lik iM^^ 3| and KjK^^K solicit private individuals 

for contributions. Inform^^stated tna^SIBT at one time was 
principally engaged in attacking coramunist activities among Detroit 
labor unions and in doing so, sometimes sent his employees among the 
communisms to get samples of their literature. Besides his radio 
addresses, SLJTH spoke to various Chambers of Commerce, Eeligious 
Groups and Civic Clubs. During January, 1941 j SLZTH was principally 
occupied in writing a pamphlet "War Mongrels and the Trend of the l/ar." 
As was his custom, he did most of his work at home because he couldn f t 
stand the noise of typewriters and other noises which are coiisuon around 
business offices. 




All the radio addresses had to be approved by the 
attorneys for Station V/JR. ££L3H was parti cularl^fnxious to have his 
speeches reviewed by one of the attorneys, V3^|^^9ft After SMITH'S 
copies v;ere approved, S*1ITH would frequentl^TreviHe^Wjm the approved 
script on the radio and this made it necessary for the radio station to 
require to put his speech on a transcj 

broadcast was made by playing the record. 

said it was clear that SIHTH had an intenseHmTrecTTor EOOSUVrXT and 
he frequently hinted that KQCSSVIiXT'S associations planned the assassination 
of HlLiY. LCXCj* He frequently threatened that some day he w 01 ^!^,^^^^^^^ t) 
the nsyfies of the conspirators but has never yet done that, 
stated that S.^IIH frenue-tl; argued in favor of or again 
proposals whenever it was profitable for him to do so* 

recalled that SiHlh* argued against socialization of the medical proles sion 
and at that time he sent out letters requesting financial assistance to 
^verv^o^gr^nd dentist in the local telephone directory. In this regard, 
" " said thi-t SLIITH always made a practice to steal the tele- 

phone directory from every city he visited so he coulduse the names and 
addresses to augment his coveted mailing list. 






that 

he was given considerable assistance by a 
manufacturers group. He gave SLIITH mailing xisTs 
for different factories* At about the same time 
collaborate with SLII'fH. SICLTH moved his offices 

g. gill i n n&s ueen neara oy 
to state that the youn^EKjjcSjlrM who was landlord of the Indus trTa 
Building was interesteoinni^work and furnished the offices at a 
very modest rent. The informant also stated £ 



s o i en 
irom 1 



£rst came to Detroit 
who was head of a 
employers and employees 
started to 
the Detroit 
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the Foreign Affairs Committee of the United States Senate in hearings on the 
Lend-Lease Bill and SiCCTH was extremely eloquent and almost cried when 
he made references to the late Senator HU2Y LONG. SiiTiH was secretely 
chagrined when all the Senators refrained from questioning him vdth the 
exception of Senator BENNETT CKA1T CIAEK. 



lj.chigan. 



| that through the early part of S^IITH'S 
his chauffeur and valet was HSELUN "DUTCH" • 
that GEUMKliYSa had known S-IITH when he i> 
naxiy jfeft SL3TH on February 20, 1941, because he 
was disgusted vdth S..ZTH ! S hypocrisy • The informant stated that he believes 
G3UND,.L'XiR f S address is Algier^Louisiana. 



career in Detroit 
was in Louis 




On l£arch2, 1942, SlsZ'FH called a meeting ofth e Committee 
of One IZillion at the Uasonic Temple whic h was attende d by Senator Wte \, 
and his wife, Labor Conciliator DEV.KY and ^KIfa-v^»i'3S l The principal S 4 
sneaker was Senator NYE, 



Informant stated that when SIJIIH was in Washington he 
ate at the iladrillon Restaurant, Washington, D. C, and explained that 
he was a close friend of the owner vino financed GSlHsitAL F/JilXJO'S Fascist 
revolution in Spain. 




ators 




said that ever since SLCITH 

arrived in Detroit he enjoyed the cooperation of the Ford llotor Company; 
specifically he was furnished with the s ervices 
of coj.imunist activities, named . Z^ ^B and 

according to his own admission, was a former memoer oi' the Communis t Party 
and boasted that his contacts rith the Communist Party made^^^asy for 
him to get information about the Communists 1 activities* I li^s 
fii-TTv i.q principal source of information. He also f re que n"n!^Drought 
to SIXTH'S office 3x5 cards on which were contained information about 
communists. These cards were referred to as the "Ford Company Fied File," 
The informant said that aside from this material SLII1H also relied on 
newspaper clippings for his material. From these sources SiHTH was able 
to write two pamphlets entitled "Dangerous Enemies" and "Tj 
i n These pamphlets were edited by SliCETH'S 

Near the conclusion of this work, hoi eve r, WQ£*I~LM 11 11 Knoivn 

engaged in an argument vdt^^^IJ^j^^|^^compensation and took 
Jerials he v.as editing home toB Band refused to 

return them until he was paid. SI ^'fl^Decamee xceotionally angry and 
went up and got the matea als f romB B 





did not know of any contact between 
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and YiTHROD except to the extent that they exchanged publications and 
quoted from one another* 

^ (stated that CL^IiH attempted to explain the 

accusation that he was one of FgLLo Y'S Silver Shirts. SHim said that 
he and JuiS. SuITH merely wrote to PiSLLEY asking for some of his literature. 
T.Tien he received literature from P^LLCY the copies were serialized with 
numbers and since that time SUTH'S enemies have referred b him as a 
member of PSLL^Y'S Silver Shirts and have stated that te and his member- 
ship number correspond with the serial number on this serial, 

_ said that S1UTH corresponded vdth LSS. 
ELIZABETH DILLIiC or umcago, Illinois, and obtained a copy of her book 
"The Red Net Work" from which he frequently borrov.ed material for his 
own publications. SHIIH sometimes commented that he regarded IfflS. DILLIJG 
as a deep student of the vicious communist movement. He argued with 
her seriously one time over t he payment of a quantity of books which he 
bought from -IRS. DILLING. 

As far as p to 
ascertain, S^ITH did not haveany^ontac^wSn^Psyy^ Similarly, 
the informant was not aware of any contact SilTIH had had with officials 
of the German Government. Informant stated that SI£ITK had studied 
ADOLPH KITLS3'3 "iiein Kampf" and commentjdjha^^was a marvelous book 
and he advised other people to read it. ^Kj^Q^^^^J was unable to 
elaborate on SIXTH'S continent that it was ^Tnarve^^s^K>ok and ©aid not 
say whether he agreed with its contents or merely marvelled at the 
fantasy of the writer. 



I 



. . , _ n f that ^JTH*^outstanding characteristics 

are his love for power and his egotism. fIlSSSiS£fl9 that ni s personality 
is such that if he had an opportunity t o g ei «'cp^fflRip uld undoubtedly 
become dictator in the exercise of it. fl^^^j^^^^^Athat SLITH is Jk' 
known to have preached against Jews and wegr^esan^^^many other elements 
vihich are advocated by Nazi propaganda. 

Copies of radio speeches delivered by S'.'ZTH over Radio 
Station V.'JR were obtained through a source previously recorded and they 
are as follows: 



"GERALD L» K. 

Sunday, August 9, 1942 

Vi'JR, Detroit 



"Good evening, ladies and gentlemen: 
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"On last Thursday night I opened my upstate campaign for 
the United States S e nate A Saginaw, Michigan. I spoke in the great Saginaw 
auditorium to a record-breaking crowd - more than two thousand people came 
out through a downpour of rain to join hands in this fight to put a fearless 
voice on the floor of the United States Senate. Loyal friends and workers 
attended this Rally from all over the state of Michigan, Sone came over 
two hundred miles. Many could not come because of the automobile tire 
shortage, 

••This tire situation is really jbecoming serious. Churches 
are being hurt, business is being destroyed, war industry is being slowed 
down - and the tragic part of it all is that if we would take this auto- 
mobile tire situation out of the hands of the stupid boondoggle rs and 
the bureaucratic tyrants, we could begin to have tires v.ithout 60 days, 
millions of them Dy Christmas and tires for everybody by faster - without 
in any way injuring the war effort. In fact, it would speed up war pro- 
duction. It would make the people happier. It would build morale. 

"Although it ! s too late to save the tourist industry 
this year, it v:ould give hope to the tourist industry of Michigan and 
elsev.-here, on which they might build their plans for next year. 

"I am going to speak all over the state of ilichigan, and 
before I close this address I am going to announce the names of many towns 
where I am going to speak. Get hold of a pencil right away so you can 
write down the names of the towns in which you are interested and where 
you might be able to attend a meeting, 

'•Now, back to the big Saginaw, meeting. Toward the close 
of the Rally we unveiled the automobile made of substitute rubber and 
then, along with this tire, we showed the people who attended the Saginaw 
Rally other exhibits of substitute rubber. I demonstiated that tires 
could be made out of potatoes, wheat and corn, and so during this tire 
exhibit a corn farmer, a wheat fanner and a potato farmer came up and 
assisted in the ceremonies. 

"iiu.5 v/ire which a exiixuxbeu. an oagxruiYi, ana owier 
exhibits, will be exhibited wherever I speak in this campaign. Y/henever 
you hear I am going to speak near your home, bring your friends to the 
meeting so you can see the kind of tires we could begin to have in 60 days 
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if it wasn't for the conspirators, the politicians and the international 
monopolies* 

"Concerning this matter, the us sue of my campaign was 
raised by President Roosevelt when he vetoed the bill which had been 
passed by Congress authorizing the manufacture of rubber from farm 
crops. Yfhy is Mr, Roosevelt opposed to making rubber out of farm 
crops? He says he has appointed a committee to investigate, but he knows 
that a committee of the United States Senate has been investigating for 
over six months and they have demonstrated that rubber can be made of 
oil, as well as potatoes, wheat and corn* 

"This past week, a meeting of the most eminent scientists 
in America was held in Peoria, Illinois* They announced that 7 pounds of 
rubber could be made from a bushel of wheat or a bushel of com* The New 
Deal politicians say that we might run out of grain* This year they are 
destroying two million acres of wheat in Kansas alone* 

"Here is a very sensational Associated Press dispatch: 

"Washington, Aug* 5. - C* H* Starnes, of Gladewater, 
Texas, an independent oil operator, told the Senate Patents Committee 
today that there exists a conspiracy to prevent the development of 
synthetic rubber vitally delaying prosecution of the war effort* 

"'He contented that the "conspiracy" was "managed by 
international cartels and patent pools" and said that he had discovered 
its existence during the past six months in attempting to "put six 
refineries to work producing aviation gasoline and synthetic rubber 
and other material vital to the war effort." 

"'As he opened an outline of his charges, he declared 
that he intended to "mince no words" while "American boys are dying 
on the battlefields*" 

rtl He said that the purpose of the obstruction to pro- 
duction of symthetic rubber was to "establish and maintain a monopoly 
in the United States and in the world" and "to drive out competition 
which might survive after the war.' 

"Now, who has been appointed to investigate rubber? 
A representative of the farmers? No. An elected representative of the 
people? No* On the same day that the President vetoed the bill to permit 
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the farmers to produce rubber from farm crops, he appointed Bernard Baruch, 
the nail Street banker, and President Consnt of Harvard University. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, I repeat - unless this rubber 
situation is taken out of the hands of the Wall Street Bankers and their 
friends and, unless we begin to permit the great chemists and scientists 
and manufacturers of America to solve our automobile tire problem, unless 
we do this and do it quickly, ladies and gentlemen, we might lose this 
war. 

"Hitler is using on all his war machinery the very kind 
of rubber which Mr. Roosevelt, by his veto, forbids us now to manufacture. 
Hitler has 36 thousand of these farm crop rubber factories in Germany and 
there are 30 thousand of them in Poland. 

"Could it be that the great international monopolies are 
cutting the throats of the American farmers? Could it be that the inter- 
national financiers are trying to keep the farmer and the independent oil 
operator from sharing in this new one billion dollar industry? 

"Autontobile tires will solve the housing problem 90$ 
If a man has tires, he can drive to work. He doesn't need to live right 
next to the factory. It will go a long way toward solving the farm problem 
because it will give an outlet for farm products when this war is over. 

"Now, I am going to visit many communities in Michigan - 
small towns, middle-size towns and large towns. I will speak in farm 
communities, on store porches, in the street - and if you hear that I am 
going to speak in your tovn and you are my friend, kindly arrive a little 

early so that you can help in any way that is need to make arrangements 

for the meeting. 

"Now, I repeat, I am going to bring this automobile tire 
exhibit with me to every meeting I address. Every person who attends one 
Of my meetings will get a chance to see the kind of a tire you and others 
could have in sixty days, if we could either smoke out or fire the bureaucrats 
that are holding back the wheels of progress. 

"Now, listen very carefully, while I tell you where I am 
going to speak in the next few days. Don't try to write down the names of 
all the towns. Just write down the names of the towns that interest you 
and be sure that you get the time correctly. 
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"This coming Tuesday, August 11 - St. Louis. Michigan, 
at 10:00 in the morning, Alma at noon, Chesaning at 3:00 p.nu St. Charles 
at 7:00 p.m. and Vassar at 8:30 p.m. Then on this coming Thursday, August 
13, I will speak at St. Johns at 10:00 in the morning, Grand Ledge at 
12:30, Charlotte at 3:00 p.m., Eaton Rapids at 5:00 p.m., Mason at 7:00 

D.m, and Williamston At QjOO n.m. Th«n 

will be a big rally in Lansing at the Pruden Auditorium. That's the big 
auditorium in Lansing. I repeat, a great big rally at Lansing, Michigan 
at the Pruden Auditorium this earning Friday night. And on this coming 
Saturday night we vdll have a big rally at Sandusky, Michigan. 

"Now, I remind you again that at each one of these meetings 
we will exhibit tires madeof substitute rubber which could have been in 
production six months ago and which we should be having right now. 

"A few weeks ago when I announced for the Senate and 
wrote down as one of the 14 planks in my platform - Tires for Everybody - 
they called me a rabble rouser, a lunatic and a demagogue. But, today, the 
greatest scientists and industrial statemen of the nation agree that I 
speak the truth. 

"Another plank in my platform is $100 per month for every 
soldier, sailor and marine. I was the first man to appear before any 
Conrress committee and ask for an increase in pay for the men of the 
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of guns $10.00 a day. Why shouldn't we pay the gun shooters at least $100 
a month? We could make arrangements for them to save $50 a month so that 
when they got out of the Army they would have one or two thousand dollars 
on hand and it wouldn't be like last time when the poor soldier boys were 
mustered out into unemployment and poverty. 

"The great audience at Saginaw in our opening rally endorsed 
10056 my crusading platform, which is as follows: 1. 100% support of the 
war effort. 2. $100 per month for every man in the armed services. 3. 
Tires for everybody. 4. Free speech and free press for all good Americans, 
including Father Charles E. Coughlin. 5. A square deal for the Townsend 
Plan. 6. America First in War and Peace. 7. Build a hoop of military 
steel around America after this war vrtiich will guarantee protection from 

Imra^An am/4 malra $ +. imnei«scearv +-T» -wauP fnt.nre VI»T»fi of Affffreftflirm. 8. 
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I am reconsecrated to the 7 basic principles of the Committee of 1,000,000. 
9. A farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible. 10. Fight 
without compromise in defense of Labor's right to organize and bargain 
collectively through leadership loyal to America and opposed to all forms 
of Nazi-Communism. 11. Food must come before whiskey. 12. Save the 
Little Businessman. 13. Protect the great tourist industry. 1U. Christ 
First in America. 
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"Ladies and gentlemen, I carry on this hard fight « 
You can imagine in speaking as high as six and seven times a day, as well 
as editing my magazine and preparing my radio addresses and handling my 
heavy mail - what a tax it is on my body. Thanks to a good Christian 
father and mother, I have been given a strong body and a strong constitution, 
I am the people's candidate and I am supported financially by the people. 

"I wiH visit every section of the state of Michigan and 
shake hands with every friend who wants to meet me. Please pray for me. 

wyou have never seen a public man abused, persecuted, the 
way you will see me abused and persecuted within the next four weeks. I 
will never be able to carry the load unless I have your loyalty, your 
prayers and your support* Write to me. Don't worry about street address - 
just write to me, Gerald L. K# Smith, Detroit, Michigan. Help me - help me. 
Encourage me. Ten me what I should know* Send me facts that I need for my 
messages. n 

"CERA1D L. K. SlITH 

WJR, Detroit 

Sunday, August 16, 19i+2 

"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

"iiy stat evade campaign for the United States Senate 
proceeds with great momentum. I am speaking as high as six and eight 
times a day in as many different communities, 

B It is very evident that the great masses of the common 
people of the state of Michigan are determined that they shall have a voice 
in the affairs of the government by sending a fearless crusader to the 
United States Senate. 

"The crowds that ere attending my meetings are the 
largest in the campaign history of the state. One newspaper in the state 
wrote an editorial suggesting that there was little or no interest in 
politics this year. That's the truth when it comes to oldtime stand- 
for-nothing, do-nothing, rubber stamp politics. But when it comes to a 
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campai^i xiKe mine, Tincre tnc uaiiu.Autiut? iphij j uio^uosco bite icoum wi 
the hour and deals with boondoggling stupidity and bureaucratic tyranny in 
a fearless manner - the people not only attend the meetings in great numbers, 
but hand on every word, because the people of America - of Michigan - love 
to hear the truth fearlessly and dynamically spoken. 
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■Thousands of people are turning out to see my exhibit of 
automobile tires made of substitutes* The greatest scientists tell us 
that there are seven pounds of rubber in a bushel of wheat or corn* Mr. 
Henry Ford has already told us that with the thiokol process he could be 
producing tires within thirty to sixty days without the use of any vital 
war materials* 

"Now, I want every listener to get a pencil because toward 
the end of my address I am going to read off the names of the towns where 
I expect to speak this week. 

"On this coining Yfednesday I shall attend the Free Fair at 
Ionia. A certain newspaper man, who conspired 7dth some New Deal Fifth 
Columnist of the Wendell L* Yfilkietype, got up a newspaper story the other 
day to the effect that Mr. Howard Lawrence, president of the Ionia Free 
Fair, had invited all the candidates for high office to attend the Ionia 
Free Fair and be introduced, with the exception of myself. But vdthin 
a few hours after this story appeared in the newepapers, I received an 
invitation over the long distance telephone from Mr* Lawrence to come to 
Ionia on Governor's Day and be the guest of the Fair Association at the 
Ionia Country Club. 

"Now, I expect to be at the Ionia Country Club to meet 
these candidates for high office on both tickets, but that's not why I'm 
coming to Ionia. I'm coming to Ionia to meet thousands of my friends who 
will be attending the Ionia Free Fair. Mr* Lawrence, president of the Fair, 
says that he will prepare a special booth in the center of the fair ground 
where I shall exhibit these tires that can be made immediately vathout 
rubber and with rubber substitutes. 

"Now, if you had not planned to attend the Ionia Free Fair, 
please plan to do so this coming Vfednesday and I will be some place in a 
central spot on the grounds where I can shake hands with all my good friends 
and where I can show you this automobile tire exhibit. 

"They wanted to call me insane for lifting up the slogan 
a few weeks ago, when I announced my c andidacy, "Tires for Everybody" - 
but as the axio# goes - "He who laughs last laughs best." 

"Now the wisest scientists in America agree that we can 
begin to meet this tire problem immediately if we could get it out of the 
hands of the Wall Street Bankers, the oil monopolies and the international 
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rubber trust. 

"The ninth point in my platform is a farm program in 
harmony with the teachings of the Bible. One 1 smart alec 1 editor said - 
"If there bad been any doubt about Gerald Smith being a rabble rouser and 
a demagogue ; that doubt was removed when he said "Tires for everybody" and 
"A farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible* f Well, In the 
first place j I am willing to risk my political future in the state of 
Michigan with the people who still believe the Bible. I'm an old-fashioned 
Christian who agrees with Abraham Lincoln, who said, "If a man is a student 
of the Bible, he is a well-educated man." 

"So I went to this editor who had ridiculed my farm program 
and said, among other things - "Do you knov; why it was that back in Bible 
days when all the world was starving that Egypt was able not only to feed 
herself, but able to feed the whole world?" The editor answered, "Why?" 
And I said - "Because Joseph was not a New Dealer* If Joseph had been a 
New Dealer, he would have burned up his extra corn the year it was growing 
in abundance instead of saving it for the year of the drought and the 
famine." 

"To summarize the Bible plan in modern language for the 
farmer, I would use these words - Raise all you can raise when you can 
raise it - store it when you have too much so that when you have too much 
so that when you cannot raise it you 1 11 have enough. 

"Ladies and gentlemen, that's not only the Bible plan, but 
that 1 s the old-fashioned, American plan. If we»re going to pay the farmer 
out of the government treasury in order to keep his income up to where it 
ought to be, let's use some old-fashioned, American, common sense and pay 
the farmer for what he produces instead of for what he destroys. 

"I wonder how many people listening in to me tonight have a 
nice smoked him on hand. Many people love to eat a nice ham steak smothered 
in brown sugar, seasoned with pineapple and fruit juices. Well, most of you 
haven't had a nice ham steak for many days. TWhyf Because the great-grandmother 
of that cured ham that you did not have today for dinner was dropped in the 
river or ground into fertilizer back a few years ago when we were slaughtering 
pigs, burying cattle and plowing under cotton by the order of the New Deal. 

"No, I am not ashamed of my farm program, because it is not 
only based on the teachings of the Bible, but on old-fashioned, red, white 
and blue American common sense. 

"Another plank in my platform, as I run for the United States 
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Senate, is "Save the Little Businessmen. * Unless you little businessmen and 
you little manufacturers begin to get behind some fighting, fearless crusader 
like Gerald L. K* Smith, you* re going to be right out in the breadline. These 
'rubber stamp* Congressmen are not going to do anything for you* And these 
quiet, high-colared, dignified candidates are not going to fight your battles. 

"Just walk down your main street and look over the business 
establishments or walk around the square. Your automobile dealers are 
virtually in the breadline, your tire dealers are out of business, your 
independent filling station man is broke, the big monopolies will soon begin 
to buy up the properties of the little independent fellow at half price, 
the hardware man is going broke because they've quite making hardware* The 
refrigerator man is gone, the furniture man is on his way out and so forth, 
and so forth. This doesn't count thousands of little manufacturers who have 
been unable to get war contracts and are forbidden by priorities to buy the 
materials necessary to stay in business. 

"Tou may say, but oh yes, this is war* That's the truth. 
And no sacrifice is too great to make for victor* But what are we going 
to do with these little businessmen and manufacturers? Are we just going 
to stand back and watch them shrivel up and die and see the great middle 
class destroyed? 

"I say that at least 500 million dollars should be set 
up as a special fund to re-finance the little businessman so he can get through 
the war and get back on his feet after the war. Oh, you say, it's too much 
money. Well, the Secretary of Commerce, Mr* Jesse Jones, member of the 
President's Cabinet, set aside 600 million dollars for the big oil companies - 
the Standard and five others - for the purpose of experimentation. Why 
can't we do as much for the little businessmen, at least as it has been 
done for the big oil monopolies? 

"Ladies and gentlemen , and I am speaking right now especially 
to those who are the students of political science. If you will look into 
the question very carefully, you will find enough facts to prove we've got 
a set of bureaucrats in Washington who are determined to wipe out the middle 
class. 

"Tes, we're all 100£ in support of the war effort, but 
while we support the war, we must see to it that we defend America on the 
home front and on the main street, as well as on the battle front. 

"Now, get out your pencil and listen very carefully while 
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I read the names of the towns where I propose to speak this coming week. 
Don't try to write down the names of all the towns, just write down the 
names of the towns in which you are interested, giving special attention 
to the time of my appearance in your community. I want a!3 my good friends 
and you who are my loyal friends known who I mean * I want you to please 
be at the meeting place a little early so that you can help with any 
arrangements that may be necessary* 

"Tuesday morning at 10:00 I will speak in Yale, Michigan. 
At noon I will speak in Marlette. Cass City 2:00 p.m. Harbor Beach 5:00 
p.m. Bad Axe 8:30 p.m. That's Tuesday, the day after tomorrow. 

"Then on Wednesday during the day I will be attending 
the Ionia Free Fair at the invitation of Mr. Howard Lawrence, the President, 
and at night, Wednesday, August 19, I shall speak in Adrian, Michigan at the 
Armory. 

"Thursday, August 20, I shall speak at Hastings, Michigan, 
at 3:00 P*H« Grand Rapids 6:30 p.m. in the Public Auditorium. 

"Friday, I shall speak at Allegan at 10:00 in the morning. 
Paw Pav/ 12:30, Niles 3:00 p.m., Cassopolis 5:00 p.m., Three Rivers 7:00 p.m., 
Sturgis 8:30 p.m. 

"Saturday, August 22, I shall speak in Coldwater at noon, 
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"Don*t fail to listen in next Sunday at 7:15 end I will tell 
you my speaking arrangements for the folloY.ing week. 

"Can you Imagine the heavy load I am carrying? First, I 
have to fight off the Communists that want to put me in jail. They said 
they vented to put me in the same cell vacated by Earl Browder, the No. 1 
Red, when he was turned loose. Then, I have to fight a certain type of New 
Dealer who really shudders when he thinks of my being in the Senate. Then, 
there f s a certain set of New Deal Fifth Columnists within the Republican 
party that are trying to under-cut my campaign. 

"My advice to these gentlemen is - "If you want to fight, 
I'll give it to you. And when I start on you I'm going to call names and I'll 
summarize some of your political practices and when you get through with me 
you'll have discovered that you have run into a buzz saw that cuts about 
three ways at one time. 
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"But, in spite of these enemies, the great rank and file 
of the common people of the state of Michigan are my friends. They know 
I apeak the truth. They know I'm right. 

"If I didn't have an iron constitution and strong body, 
I couldn't carry on this fight. I have to make six and eight speeches a 
day, edit the magazine, prepare my radio manuscripts and answer a heavy 
mail. But God is with me. Victory lies ahead. But I cannot carry on 
without the help of the people - you, the people. Please continue to help 
me. Pray for me and I shall not betray the trust you manifest. 

"God bless you - God bless and save America." 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH 

WJR, Detroit 

Sunday, August 23, 1942 

"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen I 

"Since last Sunday, I have spoken many places in Michigan. 
In Bad Axe, Michigan I was informed by the local newspaper that we had the 
largest crowd ever gathered for any purpose in the Thumb section, people 
came for many miles and from practically every county in the Thumb area. 

•We are informed that in our numerous meetings we are having 
the largest crowds in the history of Michigan campaigning. One Michigan 
newspaper wrote an editorial suggesting that there was no interest in 
politics this year. Well, that's true if you're talking about oldtime, 
Btand-for-no thing, do-nothing campaigning. 

"The American people are all fed up on 'bunk', flattery, 
patronage methods and political fixers - but my campaign is a crusading 
campaign. My meetings are set up and conducted on a crusading campaign 
basis, and everything I say in this meeting contains a fearless truth 
which most candidates are afraid even to refer to, but which strikes the 
very heart of the peole's problems. 

"A few months ago they wanted to almost brand me a traitor 
because I said that we must begin to Hgit and fight and fight to solve 
this tire problem. This automobile tire situation is the most tragic thing 
that could take place in our home life, aside from a famine. 

"people who are running out of tires are absolutely 
- desperate - and when I say desperate, I mean desperate. Imagine a farmer 
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living from three to ten miles from town. When he gets down to three tires, 
he is a prisoner on his own farm. All over Michigan today farmers* wives 
and their families are standing out by mail boxes with crates of eggs, 
marketable produce, pegging some neighbor to help them get to the market* 

"This thing is becoming more serious every day. Imagine 
how this farmer feels when he discovers through the reports of such men 
as the eminent chemist of the Dow Chemical Company that rubber could be made 
of his corn, his wheat, his potatoes* Imagine how the Michigan farmer and 
the American farmer, as well as the city dweller feels when he reads where 
a bill was passed through the lower house of Congress, through the upper 
house of Congress, to provide the manufacture of automobile tires and other 
rubber products from farm crops — only to be vetoed by the President, 

n In a few minutes I will give you the names of the towns 
where I propose to speak this coming week* Get a pencil so that later on 
in the address when I name these towns, you can copy down the names that are 
of interest to you* 

"I have before me a very sensational telegram. Before I 
read the telegram to you, I shall give you the background of the telegrsm. 
No citizen of any importance or any consequence in Michigan has chosen to 
attack me. Occasionally, a newspaper will take a little swing at me, only 
to discover that many of its readers are my loyal and respectful followers. 

"My enemies are not my opponents in this Primary campaign. 
My enemies are the enemies of America. They are the people who fear and 
hate the high and noble principles for which I stand* They cringe when I 
talk about bureaucratic tyranny. They coil and hiss like serpents when I 
throw up the slogan, "CHRIST FIRST IK AMERICA." 

"Aside from the atheistic Communist Party in Michigan, my 
chief attacker has New York City columnist, Walter VfincheH. Winchell, 
apparently, has been picked as the one to use the Ratchet 1 on Gerald L. K. 
Smith. He has been vicious - he has been libelous - he has been merciless 
in his attacks upon me through the press and over the radio. 

"Some weeks ago, I made a challenge to Mr. Y/inchell and 
I make it again: I make this challenge to you, Mr. Y7alter Winchell. You 
call on the rabbi, who is the pastor of the Jewish synagogue to which you 
belong. I shall call on the pastor of the Christian church to which I 
.belong. Let these two men choose a Catholic priest. Then, let these 
three men of God - your Jewish rabbi, Mr. Winchell, my pastor, and the 
good priest - make up a committee to investigate the career of Gerald L. K. 
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Smith* If they find that I have not lived a patriotic, Christian life as a 
loyal American - I f U retire from public life. But if, on the other hand, 
they find your accusations against me, Walter Winchell, are false — you 
get off the radio and go into the Navy on a full-time basis* 

"Recently, Mr, Winchell made a very bitter attack on me 
through the columns of Liberty magazine - and in connection with his attack 
upon me he condemned me because of my association with Senator Robert Reynolds, 
Congressman Roy Woodruff and United States Senator Gerald P. Nye* 

"Personally, I consider these three men very honorable 
company. Senator Reynolds, as you know, is chairman of the miitary Affairs 
Committee of the United States Senate* True enough, Mr. Winchell has 
attacked some scoundrels - but, by and large, the list of people whom he 
has attacked the most viciously include many of America* s greatest citizens, 
such as Mr, Cameron, who for years has been the voice of the Ford Motor 
Company, such as Senator Wheeler, Charles A* Lindbergh, Congressman Hamilton 
Fish, United States Senator Brooks, and so forth, and so forth. 

"So, when this New York City columnist attacks Gerald L. K, 
Smith he adds me to this honor roll of great men on his smear list, 

"But in his recent article in the Liberty magazine, he 
indulged in a type of misrepresentation that goes clear outside the 
realm of decency* Therefore, on August 12, I wrote the Liberty magazine 
a letter in which I warned them with these words - "Unless I receive a 
settlement from you for these deliberate lies which you have circulated 
all over the United States, I shall bring suit against you and Walter Winchell 
for at least $1,000,000, It is obvious that the Winchell article has been 
written and timed so as to injure me in my campaign for the United States 
Senate," 

"This letter was sent air mail, reaching New York the morning 
of August 13. The same afternoon I received the following telegram. Now, 
listen very carefully while I read it to you. 

1,1 In response to your letter, we are sorry for the error. 
An apology and retraction is appearing the first available issue of Liberty, 
which is the September 12 issue on sale September 2." 

"There you have it, ladies and gentlemen. The magazine 
with nation-wide circulation compelled to apologize for an article written 
by Walter Winchell about Gerald L. K. Smith. Isn't it reasonable to believe 
that if his remarks are irresponsible in this particular instance that they 
thus far have been irresponsible and unreliable concerning other incidents 
and individuals? 

"I want every God-fearing man and woman listening to me 
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tonight, who believe in my integrity, to resolve that you will pray for me, 
that you v.lll holdup my hands and help me to pass through the Gethsemane 
that lies ahead. No one has been tortured, lied about, persecuted and 
harassed by the most vicious enemies on earth more than I shall experience 
within the next few weeks. Only the prayerful support of my thousands of 
friends can give me the strength to carry on this fight, as I speak from five 
to eight times a day, crying out with a fearless voice in this, the people's 
campaign, with this, the people's voice. 

"I am the friend of the friendless, I am the voice of the 
weak, I am the voice of the little man, the little farmer, the little worker, 
the Townsendites, the friends of Father Coughlin, the great unheard masses, 
the workers in the mill, the hired girl in the kitchen, the hired man on the 
farm, the little storekeeper, the waiter, the waitress, the barber, the miner, 
the great rank and file of people who, when they hear me speak, say - that's 
just the way I 'feel, but I didn't know how to say it. 

"One of my critics is worried about where 1 get my money for 
this campaign. This critic made an attack upon me in an. attempt to arouse 
suspicion in the minds of the people. YfeU, the answer to this superficial 
criticism is - I am unashamed and proud to say that my money comes from the 
people and that in this campaign 99;^ of my campaign fund has come from people 
who have given me $2$ and less. No big interest, no big contributors can 
sit behind the scenes and pull my coat tail and tell me what I can say and 
what I cannot say* 

"My freedom is my life. My liberty is my love. I would rather 
rot in a concentration camp than to sacrifice that liberty. Yes, I say v.ath 
the founding fathers - "Give me liberty or give me death." 

"Let me emphasize to my Detroit friends that I am speaking in 
the Masonic Temple auditorium at the corner of Second and Temple streets - 
that's the big liasonic Temple in the heart of Detroit. I am speaking there 
this coming Friday night. For your information, this auditorium is exceedingly 
comfortable, because it is air-conditioned. No matter how hot it is outside, 
this room is always very comfortable. It has Just been newly air-conditioned. 

"The public is invited to attend this rally. At this rally 
in the liasonic Temple, as in other rallies, I shall exhibit tires, such as 
can be built and rebuilt, of substitutes made of mineral oils and farm crops. 
1 am sure many people in the Detroit community will want to see this tire 
exhibit this coming Friday night, August 28, when I speak in person at the 
liasonic Temple. 
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liy other speaking engagements for the week are as follows: 
Belding tomorrow afternoon, Monday, at 3:00. Ionia tomorrow night, Monday, 
at 8:30 p.m. Big Rapids Tuesday noon, Cadillac 3s 00, Traverse City 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 26, Clare, Michigan at 12:00 noon, Gladwin 3: 00 p.m. 
Mt. Pleasant 5:00, Midland 7:00 and Ithaca at 9:00. That's Wednesday. 
This coming Thursday, Standish 10:00 in the morning, Tawas City 12:00 noon, 
Harrisville 3:00, Atlanta 6:30, Alpena 9:00 at night. 

"Then, as I announced a few moments ago, I will be in 
Detroit at the Masonic Temple on Friday night at 8:30. Then, on this coming 
Saturday I shall speak at Brighton 12:00 noon, Howell 3:00 p.m. Dexter 5:00 
p.m., Flat Rock 7:00 p.m. and Monroe at 9:00 p.m. 

"My exhibition of tires which can be built without a single 
ounce of rubber of substitutes based on farm crops and mineral oils - this 
exhibit will be made in every one of my meetings. 

"Nov.-, I don»t need to tell you that this is a hard, tough 
schedule. Therefore, I must depend on all my good friends to help me. Be 
at the meetings a little early so that anything you can do to help make them 
successful you can do. 

"I look forward to the pleasure of meeting personally 
and shaking hands with thousands of my friends again this week. 

"Help me. Help me. My victory will be your victory. 
God belss you - God bless and save America." 



ENCLOSURE TO THE BURSAL!: One copy of the "Cross and the Flag" August, 1942. 



-PENDING- 



(Detroit File 62-1126) 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE CHARLOTTE FIELD DIVISION 

At Charlotte will obtain copies of any correspondence or 
other documentary material indicating the relationship between Subject and 
WILLIAM DUDLEY PELIZY. It is pointed out that StIITH»S membership number 
was believed to have been #3223 and also that PELLES and SLUTH were believed 
to have been corresponding vdth one another about August 15, 1933, 



THS N3.7 ORL^S FOP DIVISION 

At Algiers, Louisiana, will attempt to locate and interview 

HSRliAN "DUTCH" who was friendly with 3IITH during HUEY LONG'S 

regime and later Chauffeur and Valet for SMITH at Detroit, Michigan, until 
February 20, 19Z+1. If located will interview GRU1JD13YER concerning SMITH'S 
contacts, finances, supporters, and activities. 



THS D-TROTT FIa^LD OFFICE 

At Detroit, Michigan, will maintain contacts with informants 
and obtain copies of Subject* s propaganda for prompt transmittal to Bureau, 



- FENDING - 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
wesM ngton, D. C. v 

Bo: G5ULDL. K. aCffl T r ' > |^ 
INTERNAL 8SCUBITZ 
7 SBDITIOI t OTCLKSOT 

Dear Sir: 



_ whose identity is; "known 

to you^ has been contacted during the week of September 7, 
1942, and stated that SMITH is devoting all his energy these 
day* to the conduct of his campaign for the Republican nomina- 
tion for the United States Senate from the State of Michigan. 

Informant supplied no information except that which 
was purely political in character and none of his information 
was relevant to this investigation. 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN !$ ^CLASSIFIED 
DATF y/^(^B Y^^ 



83 OCT 13 



ry truly yours, 



rOHM S. BUG AS 

Agent in 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemptions ) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

EH Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



£3 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



Tries 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



□ For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
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FBI DETROIT 9-X6-*2 
DIRECTOR 



|M0# 



EWT EJG 



SEIS K C K'^?^"« ™CH HE WILL CRITICIZE^ 
GOVERNMENT. , 
ffsHOUUD BE AM INSTEAD OF PM. 
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9?2>eral fittrvatt of irrowtigt 
Hnfcd sHatea Depart stunt of I ttrtir* 
^ sHantjtnsjttm, fiL <E* 
august 16, 1942 

//' 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

HZ: GERALD LTMAN KEHNITH^SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



Mr. v;ngi 



*^>-Mr. QU^in 
^>Mr. Nieholi 



Mr. Roun. 
Mr. Tracy, 



Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr. Qslnn Timm_ 

Till. Room 

Mr. Nian 

Mitt Beahm 

Mill Gandy 



Car ion 

Coffey_ 
Hmdon_ 
Kramer_ 
McGuira. 
Harbo 



I thou^it you would be Interested In Being _____ 
advised that Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith of Detroit, 
Michigan, whose activities have been under investigation 
by this Bureau for a period of months at the request of the 
Department in an effort to establish a possible violation 
of the war-time statutes, failed In his attempt to obtain 
the Republican nomination as candidate for "nited 8tates 
Senator from the State of Michigan. 

Subject is the founder of the^Pommittee j>f One 
Million and the editor of the publication en titlec^The Cross and the 
riag." It is reported that Smith plans to continue his activities 
in connection with this organisation and his publication and 
intends to criticise the Federal Government In future Issues 
of this magazine* 



Respect full 







Tht x )JfTd office of Hie PecCeTS. Jf^|eau of Investigation at 
Detroit has^brt &e last two months been p:stj|aring a dossier on 
Gerald L.K.*%mil3r, National Chairman of the' Commit tee of One Million 
and candidate for the United States Senate on the Republican ticket 
in Detroit in 1941. Agents have been contacting people who formerl 
worked with him. Some of these people have been called in and threat 
with deportation if they did not talk, some having been called in as 
many as ten times* During this period Smith has called at the loca 
field office and demanded protection against what he called "planted 
evidence" to embarrass him. 

yestigation on Smith is being ' 
"who is a Jew, and it is apparer 
, the Dies agent who is also 
American Jewish Commi tt.ftp and 



UIHml L 

iyfor 
udin£ 
JUSTICE 



It is reported tha 
carried on by an agent named 
/ that he is working with 
\ believed to be on the payro 
\ B'Nai B'Rith. 



the 




of One Million 

(l/ in by the F.B.I."~a7rs~asked to reveal everything j that 
\) them that if he talked he would have all the imnufact 
>7 Eenry Ford against him, as most of them donated mg: 
campaign s; that he had to live in this town anc -e-e* 
SI talked. H^^^^y s ta ted that he would talk if a 
but was SBfflTKnb talking until then, and pref eiira 



5 he was pressed to state who Smith's contacts and f 
"Your boss, J. Edgar Ho over is on e of them". When 
this could not be true, 
you'll find out." 




4 



ere, he- 1 st 
stated the 
aaid, "Ca],l your Grand Jury and 




»p jwheck. They sa 

(S £Xi i+JLt to Smith. 

is intimate 






It is said that Smith has admitted to confidential sources 
that the Communists have succeeded in getting; a p hotostat of a check 
iven him by ^ iyY ^^«^,.. mi *h T W 

It seems that conslbTeraDxe pressure must nave been 
ington officials nn the Communists not to publish thi 
ave his cancelled check but do not say who ga\ 
is a Jew and it is said Henry Ford has stated 
r lends that he got him out of the pl ant or h e would 
ave stolen the buildings. Ford was not aware that Bffi^ffE was a Jc 
unti^iehad worked there for over a year an^wlieline^^fflalyj learne 
itB|||||§pwas hastily set up in the jH nflnnft.j&nd~fin&.;pAt Qtttlftf the 
f acTBry^^ It is believed that WFZS&W t fffc&baVJfiit/SJ su^bdrt oIk Smith 
will become known. u. s. dept. of jG^ticl | 

AeG 2 l%l ! 
Smith is said to be taking a long view of things and is 



„t he_ war • His 



banking on the misery that will inevi 

confidants, Burton K. Wheeler, Nye, tif^sV 0 Hoffman, 7 Day /Hoover, Johr 
L. Lewis, possibly Vandenberg, Wier or B to o l> F o rd of auto y -etc, 
will prove a powerful bloc after the war. It was said that Smith is 
bidding for power and is positively lined up with Lewis who 'would 
sell his soul to the Devil to be President. If Smith is ever, 
indicted for sedition it is believed that he will pull down the 
biggest na mes in Ame r ica with him . 



- ^- I It has y?n stated that the only f ie that is saving Smith 
« from the Admini; I Hi on' s purge is that pu? . yig him down would also 

involve some of ' tfcra "biggest manufacturers o_^ifar materials and would 

leave scars that would not heal. 

Smith is also said to "be tied in with Lindberg and has dis- 
cussed with him the possibility of Lindberg ! s running for State Senate 
in Michigan. Lindberg had not been in Detroit long enough to 
establish legal residence and could not run. However, Walter Winchell 
predicted a week ago that Lindberg would shortly run for a high office 

It is said that Smith is also being supported by IB the 
Jewish attorney who is head of the local American Jewish Commit tee. 
MjMls playing as close as possible to Henry Ford on the theory 
^^Wome of the Jews must be friendly to Ford or he may go against 
the Jews as he did in 1922. 

M is said to have escaped further question by the 

F.B.I, ©^taking a trip out of Detroit for two months and not saying 
where he was going. It is believed that while in Washington he 
contacted Senator Norris and to have appealed to him for protection 
against the F.B.I* 

Smith's magazine, "The Cross and the Flag" was termed seditic 
by a Federal Grand Jury on July 24, 1942 * 




^FEDERAL BUR^AU^^^ 
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This cask orjoinatk0 at DETROIT 





KSKMITMAOIAT 

Smiai City, Missouri 


B»TI WHEN MASK 

9-16-4* 


PDIOD POM 
WHICH MAW 

9-6-42 v 


^^■»™**™aKSKaP> -^r^ 


Tim • ': S ,-, • < 

OSAID OMUL KKWSBTH SMITH. a«k«JU , 
The^Commltteo of Oat Million V.". - 


' ■ * }-. T w !V i- ■ • 
HTBRXsX SECURITY* SEDITTCW # 





^SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



• AIT 



Kansas City files on Hudson Bo frioet hafe mo 
information regarding Do Frloit't eontaot vita 



.J* ■ ■ ■ 



* v e 



REFEREKCEi 



DETJILBt 




Report of 
8-11-42, 



K. C. File m P titlo Hp Internal 

Security - 0 i5T reyoiwod, and found to contalnno menti on 
of name of Q, L. Ky SMITH, or of any Contaota0fl|H))pfcf 

Wichita, Kansas may have hod at Detroit, Michigan on July 
16, 1942 or on any other date* , 



REFERRED UPON C0MPI£TION TO OFFICE OF OBI GUT ^ 




< 



* jrs^/^;/.^s 


WNOTWUntlNTHMmcn it-. 








t - Iknaa* Ci1y Vy 

\ 




V *" .. ■ 
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irald Smith Seen ,p 
disqualified in Race * 

f LANSING, Mich., Sept. 10 
(C.T£8.).-A victory for Gerald 
L. KV-etcuth, Detroit radio orator 
and former Huey Long aide, In 
his race for the Republican U. 8. 
sjnatorial nomination might da* 
pive the party of any legal r_ 
4 rcepted candidate at the 'Novel 
Ser election, one of Smlthjp 
rivals warned today. - | 
Elton R. Eaton, Plymouth pub- 
lisher, asserted that Smith's cus- 
tom of taking up a free-will offer- 
ing after each of his campaign 
es will make it Impossible i ftr 
to meet requirements of t ke 
te's election laws regarding e- 
rts on campaign contributions^ 
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HOT BECOME 



ALL f«M COKTMHED 
REREIH IS WASHED 




WASHINGTON TIMES-HERALD 
MORNING EDITION ,g£P 1 1 jo 
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Jteotral Bmttm of hw**tfgxtfm 
ttttitto ttefrs Sfportttmrt of 9n*rfce 
ffiaaijutstmt, 3B* g. 

September 12, 1942 




Mr. Nicheli. 

Mr. Roien 

Tracy 



Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 



Careon_ 
CoMey_ 
B«Ddon_ 
Kramer 



MEMORANDUM FOB MR. LAUD 

Re: GERALD L* 
Sedition 



Mr. MeGuire. 

Mr- Harbo 



kPsclth 




Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tale. Room 

Mr.Neatt 

Mi si Beahm 

Min Candy 



While talking to SAC Bugas of Detroit on another 

matter today, I told him of the memorandum dated September 2, 1942 
from Commissioner Earl G- Harrison of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service in the captioned matters. «r. Bugas was advised that a copy of 
the memorandum would be sent to him and this has been done. 

It was pointed out to Mr. Bugas that if fl2|ii§£B had not been 
interviewed recently, he Bhould be, and that even thougnne does 
immediately furnish what appears to be complete information in his possession 
relative to Gerald L. K. Smith, such should not be accepted as a complete 
change of heart on his part. It was suggested that they recontactB|j|§ ~ 
occasionally for the next two or three months concerning the anith^iS 
and also try to find some other matters in which he might serve as an 
informant. 



It was further pointed out that there is no particular necessity 
for an eapedUiou^jUhdrawal of the Bureau's suggestion for withholding 
action as to^^^^^pby the Immigration Service, but that a period of 
two or three months should be taken to determine whether he has acquired 
a proper patriotic outlook. 
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9-14^2 

fenorabla larl 0. Bui 

Xtanifration and Bataraliaation Mrn« 
Franklin Tnwt BsUdUf ,, r 
15th and Ohoatnut Street* 1 
Philadelphia. P«nn«ylY»uia */ 



lpt o 






fid* win actam&edgo . 

^^^H^^^l m •PP Uc « t tb* •rotSlonoFa record 

r»gxror. wo ita amal^amj -OOnjlatlnf of a — orenftni 
•ddrwtjd to you fry w^^ll mtriet Director, Detroit 
Bftrtit of J°w Samoa, Dearing data of #u«uet 1942. 

; v * , t - t 

adrioe you that u of Sopteabcr 12 f 1942, 
had not furnlahcd pertinent lnforaation to this 
. . takon any action which would tond to chance 

hla etatua* I hare iaeucd inatroctione that ha ba roeontaeted, 
howarer, by a repreeentatlYe of tide Bureau, and t ahall adviaa 
you la tha iutur* vhan ha haa display** an atUtada which would 
indioata that ha haa aoquirad a jro-awarloan and patriotic 
octlook* 





Mr. Tolaon 

Ht\ IB. A. Timm 

Mr. CI egg 

Mr. GUvin 

Mr. L»dd 

Mr. NUbols 
Mr. Ren en 
Mr. Tr»ey__ 
Mr. C*non__ 
Mr. Coffey_ 



Mr. Kramer 
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U. 8. 0EPAH1 MINT OF JUSTICE 



Mr. McGuirc 
Mr. QuinnTamm 
~: Mr. Nease 



8inooroly ytwa, y - •, 

John Wdgtr Boovwr ^ 
Dirootor 

ALL lNF0RM p T!'3!i CONTAINED 
HEREIH IS L- JLASSiFO 



Miis Gandy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



PormHo.1 

TMIS CASK OftiaiNATKD AT 



iETRorr, mcHiGAK 



GERALD LYUAN KM32TH SLOTH, also known as Gerald 
^lU K/'Smith; 



100-3636 



WOW l MAMAT 

CHARLOTTE, N. C. 



9-17-42 




INTERNAL SECURITY; 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 



REFERENCE: Report of Special 

at Detroit, Michigan. 



DETAILS: 



Flies of the Charlotte Office con- 
cerning WTT.T.TAH DUDLEg^rtLLEY and 
Silver Shirts of America reviewed 
with negative results for correspon- 
dence between FELLEY and subject. 



- RDC - 



'dated September 2, 1942, 



THe files of the Charlotte Office, as well as the bulky earfiibits, 
pertaining to the case entitled WUXlALi DUDLEY PHXEY JfeSiVER SHIRTS 
OF AFRICA have been thoroughly reviewed. There is rfo information 
contained therein indicating that subject has ever corresponded 
or been in any way associated with the Silver Shirts of America. 

For the information of the Detroit Office fflLLIAK DUDLEY PEHEI •■- 
moved from the Charlotte Division to Noblesville, Indiana, approximately '"" 
two years ago, and the office of origin in the PELLEY case at the present 
time is the Indianapolis Office. . ;^ 

As there is no further investigation to be conducted in this division 
this case is being referred upon completion to the office of origin. 

- REFERRED UPON COm^TION ?0>THE ;OPPtC^^ r 'CfU:GIN - 






INDEXED 

13SEPAlfefffffi?WTie« 




•OVCtNMENT FRIN TINS OrriCI-O* 



WUKVKLOPH) LEAD; 



The rETROIT FIELD DIVISION at Detroit. Michigan, will consider 
the advisability of requesting the Indianapolis Office to check the 
records of that office to see if any correspondence has transpired 
between subject and WOUM DUDIEI FEU&T or the Silver Shirts «f 
America, 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE CP ORIGIN - 



\ JO*3m EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



CC-287 




v 



9*bvral Uttrttm of istimrtisatfm 

Snitea *Utte* Brpartnwnt of Issttic* 

Vaatjitujtim, fiL CL 

H}F:¥LC September 24, 1942 

Call: 2:40 

Dictated: 10 am, 9-25-42 

MEMORANDUM FOB MR. D. M. LA 

RK: GERALD L. K. e SMITH 




At this time, SA^ggggggof the Detroit 
Office advised that technical coverage on both Smith's 
residence and office, which was temporarily discontinued 
, August 17, 1942, had been reestablished on September 1 
and September 10, I942. Coverage on Smith's office lines 
Randolph 9547 and 3I63 was resumed September 1, 1942. The 
residence line Fitzroy 8264 was resumed September 10. 
1942. 

Respectfully, 



Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
lir 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 



Tolaoo 

E . A . Ttmm. 

CUgi 

Glftvin 

Ladd 

Nichols 

Roitn 

Traey 



Carsou_ 
Mr. Coffey_ 
Mr. Htodon_ 
Mr. Kranier_ 
Mr. JdcGuire. 
Mr. Harbo 



Mr. Quinn Tamm. 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Netae 

Mi as Beahm 
UIii Ganc 





AIL Wmm CONTAINED 

hereim \i mmm / , 

DATE tofe M±&jr 




# 0 



9*&rral Sureau of ImiratiBation 

mniUh states Br partmrnt of lustirc 

Detroit, Michigan 



September 24, 1942 



ArTRCf*I 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Viashington, D. C. 




I 

} Mr. ToUoa 

Mr. E. A Tnm... 
Mr CI^bb 

t 

i Mr. Clavin 

• Mr. Laid 

Mr. Nich- '« 

Mr. hi»i.n 

■ *{,. 'Iruty 

j Ki-. r«i..c.'. 

r.Ir. C'ofry 

f !.'»-. r. t'li^vB 

J Kr. Kiemer 

# 4 Mr. MrGulre 

' { ETr. QutnnTa 
Mr. N'i«m... 
Jiita Gandjf. 
Fiie« 



Dear Sir: 



received 'fro: 



RE: GKRALD L. K.^Sr.ITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SJiDITION ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ihlia BY SRLft^l 0' 

^4,4' 



Flease be advised tha t the f ollovdng information has been 
^asw *hose identity is known to you. 




On September 15, 1942, the primary election for the nomina- 
tion of the Republican candidate for the office of United States Senator from 
the State of Michigan was held in l^ichigan and resulted in the defeat of GEHALD 
L. K. SMTH. SL1ITH has privately made accusations that there must have been 
something crooked about the election. He has also offered the explanation that 
the New Deal Democrats feared that he would be too strong a Republican opponent 
and, consequently, voted as Republicans in the primary election against him. 
SilTK explained to his mother, v. ho resides in 7/isconsin, that "they pass the 
word down the line for all the Jews to vote, and they had a holiday, so they, 
the Jews, stepped in the last minute and they beat me. But all the white people 
voted for me." SlilTK continued that although he lost the election, he received 
120,000 votes, which gives him the balance of power in Michigan and no candidate 
can te elected without the support of his following. 



b1 c 



SLITH explained to^ BBat Lansing, Michigan, 

that although he lost the primary election h% has succeeded in promoting in 
the State of Kichigan sentiment against the New Deal. SLITK said that he 
thought with his large following, he could lay the foundation S or a good organ- 
ization with the cooperation of "several of them." -\\ / ^/3$ j $ ~* /3 

Mrs. lCUriRAY|KN0'uX3S, who ie active in pdted l|pthers qf 
America and who, with her husbaid, was a iorj&t, member oi -he America First 
Committee, has previously reported has been Contacting ilrs *J5LIZAB3Sf p ^^^942 
of Chicago, Illinois. Lrs. KN0..U3S has made the suggestion to SMITH that all 
of the pre-Pearl Harbor isolationists and opponents of the New Deal should 



COMES DESp<iYEJi 



r ILE 




Letter to the Director 
September 24, 19 42 



RE: GSR AID L. K. S1HTH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - 33DITI0K 



unite into an All-American Party and in this way their strength would be felt. 
SMITH'S associates have been working on this suggestion ever since September 
15, 1942, by mailing circular letters and by making private telephone calls 
eoli citing contributions for this All-American^arty. SfclTH himself on Sep- 
tember 22, 1942, attempted to contactB|* l ^ff^^r^y l presently personnel manager 
o^Bohn Aluminu^^n^JjjassCorporation^^!ne^n!ewas unable to reach — 
V ft he spoke tc ^^^^S^^p, saying "that they are neglecting someihing 
^sterribly important, and if he doesn't get in touch v.ith him it is going to 
be too late and it will be a case of everybody getting his picture in the papers 
all over the country unless they get game and say how they are going to operate. 
SZTUR concluded by saying, "I can't go to work and I can't protect anybody 
unless I know what his conduct is." 





S&ITH has also attempted to conta ct Senator ROBEST^feSYNGLDS , 

* ■■■'^"'ord Lotor Company, and 
he was advised by 
ree^months^Ter^Q. 
a traveli ng companion of ^ ^^^|wp^^^^[ for 
stated that fl | haagcTeLotfngland on 

y or a major as an expert pn motors, but she didn't 



SS^p¥eSf ai 1!o L c on 1 acl 

been in 'Yashington f 6T a 



m 



a bomber in the 

think that this fact was supposed to be generally known. 



SMTH and his associates have been prenarinr the i r report 
on the expenses or the political campaign. SMITH told MiK5r!???^?yBB yjSiS 

3D ^BARNARD, Detroit political leader, "I want to make s^reTnM?*?? 1 ^ 
enough, but still I don't v. ant to make it too good." SMITH then made an ap- 
pointment to meet BARNARD to get suggestions about the report. 



S1.UTK has been having trouble with his bank account at the 
Detroit Bank, having checks returned\for insufficient funds. Urs. SMITH, who 
keeps the accounts, has expressed her belief that somebody at the bank was 
"knifing" S1!ITK and his associates. 

SLflTH hasalso continued to contact __ _ 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and I lhas promised both financial supjort and 
advice to on the conductor Ids political affairs. 

On September 11, 1942, SL:iTH was advised by ^-.^^ 
attorney for radio station \;Jit, Detroit, Michigan, that the Civil Rights Fed- 
eration was going on the air that night with VilLLIAL PCER^ALOICT. ILr .VJJJjllZX 




^2- 



y 



Letter to the Director 
September 2U, 1942 



RE: GERAID L. K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



planned to talk on the evils of seditious propaganda, and in t he closing an- 
nouncement persons that were named in the indictment in Washington, D. C, 
last month were to be named on the air. Then the annoucement continued, 
"This same indictment handed dov;n in Washington charged that the publication 
and distribution of the Detroit magazine called "The Cross and the Flag" is 
part of the conspiracy against our war effort, "The Cross and the Flag" is 
published by GjlRALD L. K, 512TH." 

stated that there was nothing he could do to pre- 
vent this statement since it is an accurate report of the indictment, 

BiKKtfl/ftCfcLtf;, SJITH'S manager, agreed that this was dif- 
ferent i'ro.i. the case where 'they made VflNCKELL retract his statement that 
Sl'ITK had been indicted. It is .noted that the Civil Rights Federation is 
active in Detroit, Michigan, as a Communist-fr^nt organization and it is further 
noted that this broadcast was actually made just a few days before the primary 
election in which SL'ITK was defeated. 

fcr. L"U7iRAYjfciiO", i XES, former America First leader in Detroit, 
Michigan, has been contacting BiKNAKD DQiAK and supplying him with a book 
which is not yet identified. 

Informant stated thai, since the primary election "is over, 
the investigation of SL'ITH for evasion, of income tax has been resumed by the 
special arenas ol' the Treasury Department. 




B2RKAHD DCLAK has stated to ^^^^^^^^J that she should 
not be grieved over the outcome of the primary election because SlilTH was go- 
ing to continue as usual with the publication or his magazine which would be 
out toward the end of September^^A2^and v.ith his Sunday broadcasts. As 
has been previously noted, ^S^S^^Q( was former distributor for Father 
COUGKLIM'S Social Justice maPBRBe^^aE5?H has written an editorial for the 
next issue of his magazine which contains the sentence: "Every man and woman 
that voted for me had to wipe all of this mud out of his eyes when he went to 
the polls," 

Septem ber 13, 1942, just prior to the primary election, 
SJITH advised BSBSSS^^B 0 ^ Lansing, lichigan, that the Detroit newspapers 
were not smearing him. as bad as he thought they might have. He said -they 
might have run a lot of pictures of all those people that had been sent to 
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Letter to the Director 
September 24, 1942 



R^: GS5UID L. K. SKITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SSDIHON 



Atlanta Penitentiary, and in that way put SKITH in the middle anjl they might 
have run articles about SMITH'S connection with V.ILLIAL DUDLEY IfraLLSY, now 
serving fifteen years. ST-ITH explained, however, that the Kicftigan newspapers 
were hesitant to indulge in such a practice because they might suffer a decrease 
in circulation. 



Immediately after the election, SKITH contacted 
I |at Grand Rapids, Michigan. ai lTH aske dBj^Mif he thougit there was any 
^ote stealing in his district, an ^B||l$J repdathat he did not know about ft J 
that • 



Very truly yours, 




'JOHN S . BUGAS 
Special Agent in 
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^OHNtDGAR HOOVCR 
DIRECTOR 
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ral Sttrrats of Ittti**tf0attmt 
ttnttri *tetw S*portm?irt of f urtite 
Slaalnnntaii, <£. 



BGF:MLC 
Call: 8:55 am 
Dictated: 9:20 am 
62-43818 



September 23, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MIL D. M. LAPP 



RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 




Mr. Tolaoa 

Mr. E. A. Timrn. 

Mr. Clan 

Mr. Olavin 

Mr. Lidd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Roi»d 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carton 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. HtDdoD 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Harbo * 



Mr. Quinn Tamm. 
Tele. Boom 
Mr. Neaie. 
Miss Beahm 



Inasmuch as UieDetroit Office advised that a 
technical surveillance SB covering the telephones of the 
above subject, was discontinued for a temporary period 
August 17, 1942 and whereas there is an indication that such 
surveillance has been reestablished wit hout notifi cation 
having been furnished to the Bureau, SA^^^^of the 
Detroit Office was contacted concerning tS^flHrter and was 
instructed to furnish the Bureau with the exact date on which 
this surveillance was reestablished. 



bio 



AliBffE^QN CONTAINED 

«/</ t 



Respectfully, 




E. G. Fitch 
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federal Sureau of fattest* natron 
finttrb States department of Justtre 

Detroit - Michigan 
l^SSI^Y^^^ 30, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C. 



Re: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ihll* BY ^PLftAAl 0^ 

GERALD L. K. SMITH, et al 
IKTEBNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



Mr. Tttl»on 
Mr. V. A.T-I 
Mr. 0««g .— 
Mr. Otevin ... 
Kr. LmU .... 
Mr. Nicbol. 
Mr. Ro««»n 
Mr. Tr*c|r .... 
Mr. C*noa .. 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hm^o 

Mr. Kri**r . 
Mr. MoOutre . 
Mr. ^tilnD T« 
Mr. Natfc-. 
MU* G*wly. 

riKss 



Dear Sir: 

Please be 
been received f: 
to the Bureau: 




additional information has \/iP 
whose t identity is known 



_ _ „ >f the office of the Collector of Internal Reve- 

nue, Treasury department . Detroit, Michigan, who has previously been in 
contact 1 with SMITH concerning the investigation of SMITH 'S income tax 
returns, attempted to contact SMITO on September 24, 1942. 
stated that he wanted to see Mr. SMITH, but that it was not in connection 
with Government business^bu^concerning another matter. SMITH told his 
employe who adviae 4^^^^^B that neitherSMIJJ^or his manager, DQMAN. 
could be located. CnTeptemTer^6 , 1942, ■ plalled SKITH and w 

explained that he wanted to see him on t^e^SCthtowarn him about certain £ 



tacting him. 




persons who did no^an^ol-^MITH talk at the Republican State Conven- 
tion in Michigan. M r ^^ I ^a made a luncheon appointment with SMITH 
for September 26, iW^^fieTtatler Hotel. " " " t 

SMITH has been attempting to contact CHARLES jrJt LINDBERGH at the £ j 
Ford Motor Company, Willow Run Bomber Plant , but had n ot succeeded in con- i » 
IITH conferred for about two hours with M f § 

Ford Motor Company, on September 23, iWe^Sarelated r 

"afteF the conference that the men at the Ford Motor Company 
are panic-stricken and are open to suggestion. SMITH further stated that 
I had been out to the Ford M otor Com p any tryin» to blackmail 
"explain ed to his wife thatlgp|||Bf had not worked for him 
^U^ars and he told^J J pthat he " dl^ff^^K whai ^th ©y do to] 

STOTH dirjfeeied his secretary,! lj| to^ltlfert ttrrjfep 

arate financial rejJbrts for his politica^eampaign, one wi& to be^made 
by GERALD SMITH- the candidate, and the other by the Comm. ttee of Che,- 0 
Million, and -fee reports were to show that all of his cam algn fun&Hrert '°42 

received npd NfcWndnftri Wtr t.h» nnmnUtM 1 



t t- 




^to^, still elated over receiving more than 120 000 votes in 
i|UP-f of Uni^e4 States Senator, teals that he 
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Letter to The Director 
fie: GERALD L. K. SMITH 



September 30, 1942 



can control the Republican Party rote in the November election* . SMITH 
eaid that before he deci ded what to do with the support of his followers 
he wanted to confer withB | Michigan Republican leader, who was to 
confer with a man in Washington, D. C. 



SMITH telcphonically contacted 
Louisiana, and dem anded I mmediate help 
SMITH pleaded withfl Jand finally got him 
•end $100 immediately. 




Baton Rouge, 
and' asked for $1000. 
to promise that he would 



f 




'0 

DBPARTaWT OP JUSTICE 



I attaoh hereto a list of individuale as to **on ooaplalnta 
haw been received ind lotting possible violations of statutes 
id thin the Bureau'e Jurisdiction. As to certain of thorn, I be- 
lieve ourront investigations aro ponding* It will bo snpreci- 
ated if you will sako available at your oarlioot convenience 
sumrlis of any Information and oopiao of any reports in your 
fllee, other than tho* previously furnished, concerning these 
sub>ets. for your assistance, Z an alao attaching a Hit of all 
of the roporta raflootod by tha rooorda of tha Division of Ces*» 
■unioatlons and flooorda to have boon forwarded by tha Buraan to 
tha Departaent in any of thoao oases* 



C. - 
0 
F 

T aw 

WW 



In thla connection it will bo f urthar approolatad if you 
will alao procure and forward photoatatlo or othor oopiaa of all 
incoae or othor tax returns aa wall aa any supporting docuaente 
fllad by theee poraona for tha yoars 1939 to 1941, inclusive. 
In thoao oaaas In *iioh tha Individuals have been idantifiod by 
tha Bureau with suspected subversive organisations, oopiaa of tha 
orgardaational returns, if any, are also roquaotad. any ooansnt 
which the Bureau aay care to ask* In tha susoeries asked for eon- 
oornlntr the relevancy of any inforaation appearing in ouch re- 
turna will bo of aeaiatenoe. 



It is oonteaplatad that tha Treasury Departnant any be 
askad to aako a field examination in certain of those oaaas and 
I should like to be advised as to whether auoh action will preju- 
dice or interfere with any ponding investigation or other action 
which the Bureau aay have In wind, any request for auoh axaaln- 
at! on aade to the Treaaury Departaent, of course, will Include a 
request that the Bureau be offered an opportunity to participate 
therein* 



attachments 



it j 



laranoa I* C. Saith 
Cuief , Special War Policies Unit 
Division 



FEDERAL BUREAU r : RATION 

OCT 1* 19* 

U. S, DEFARTMEItf JUSTICE 



1 1 ) 

&mij> in s* flfflff 

Bureau memorandum of January 2, 1942 ret Gerald L. K. Smith. 

/-Bureau memorandum of February 9, 1942 ret Gerald L* E« SmlUi; 
^Committee of One Ml "11 Ion; Internal Security. 

Bureau memorandum of February 11, 1942 ret Gerald L. K. Smith . 

Bureau memorandum of April 23, 1942 rex Gerald L. K. Smith; Committee 
of One Million; Internal Security; Sedition. 

Report of Special Agent M M dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

April 27, 1942, entitled ;T!©raIaL. K. Smith - Committee of 1,000,000". 

Bureau memorandum of May 11, 1942 ret Gerald L. K. Smith. 

Report of Special Agent W U dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

May 20, 1942, entitled, ■Gerald I. t. Smith". 

Report of Special Agent J| P dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

May 23, 1942, entitled, ^GeraloTySanKenneth^Smith also known as 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of 1,000,000" • 

^ Report of Special Agent^ ^ dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

* June U, 1942, entitled/^GeraloTJmanTfenneth Smith, aleo known as 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million"* 

Bureau memorandum of June 12, 1942 ret Gerald L. K. Smith* 

Report of Special Agent flj | dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

June 29, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman kennetii Smith, also known as 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million", 

Report of Special Agent | P dated at Detroit, Michigan, 

July 22, 1942, enti tl edT^SeraTdTyaan Kenneth Smith aka Gerald L. K. 
Smith; The Committee of One Million"* 



EE 



Report of Special Agent| PH | dated at Detroit, Michigan, 
August U, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith aka Gerald 
L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million"* 

Report of Special AgentV p dated at Kansas City, 

Missouri, August 11, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Iyman Kenneth Smith aka 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million"* 

Report of Special Agent ^ | dated at Indianapolis, Indiana, 

August 25, 1942, entitled, "Gerald iyman Kenneth Smith aka Gerald 
L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million"* 



oSCK? JtV 



GERALD L. * (Cont'd) 



Report of Special Agent f B dated at Hew Orleans, 

Louisiana, August 28, 1942, entitled, "Gerald i&nan Kenneth Smith 
aka Gerald L. K. Smith alias Gerald L. K. Schmidt; The Committee 
of One Million". 

Report of Special Agent ■ I dated at Atlanta, 

Georeia. Aueust 28. l^^entraeOT^GeraldL. 



Georgia, August 28, 1942, entitled, "Gerald L. K. Smith". 

Report of Special Agent K^^^^^^^X dated at Detroit, 
Michigan, September 2 yf 1942, entitled, "Gerald LyTnan Kenneth Smith, 
also known as Gerald £. K. Smith, The Committee of One Million". 
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10-24-42 c 
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UiSiORjiNDUM FOR MR* UWRSNCE M. C. SMITH 
CHI£F. SPjSCIAL WAR f OLICIjSS UMIT 





Reference 1b made to your memorandum bearing reference 
"KFff,* which Is undated but was received at this Bureau October 13, 
1942. and requested all available 




Please be advised this Bureau has conduc ted no investigation ^/l^ 



in connece'tion with its war etXort concerning 
of Chicago, Illinois. K * 



All perti 
cases relative to 




data ha ve been furnished the Department in the 
and Gerald L. K* Smith. 



Although no advice has been received from the Department in 
the premises, you will no doubt recall there has been considerable 
publicity apparently emanating from the Department to the effect that , 
Elizabeth Billing, William Griffin and Charles Hudson were 'asong ' twenty- 
eight individuals indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in the District of 
Columbia on the charge of conspiracy to commit sedition and that these 
persons are awaiting trial pursuant to that charge. Mr. Ugo Carusi, 
Executive Assistant to the Attorney General, has recently advised me of 
the Attorney General's desire that this Bureau lorte H. Victor Broen- 
strupp, another of the defendants indicted along with the three named 
hereinbefore in this paragraph. The Attorney General* s desire In this 
regard is, of course, being complied witfc. All pertinent data in the 
files of the F.B.I, concerning these four persons have been furnished the 
Department, and you may wish to contact the Criminal Division concerning 
them as that Division would appear to be in possession of the facts in 
which you are interested. J? 

In view of the above, no further action will be taken based 
on your memorandum peidLng receipt of a further request from you. 
Further, in view, of the expressions of interest which have amanated from 
the Department ^,the pest concerning thc^e__Berj^n^jiam ed herein- 
before other t^tf* BP I am 
offering no cd^n^r^^^wir^D^our^uer^conceTning the relevancy , 
of the inf ornSiion made available to you. . *V : 



C C lAtV.'d&fS'(B.C:i. q,? W truly youre, 



1 



John 



,ar Hoover 
ector 



ORIGINAL 
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BATE— ^fe— BY^h^ 
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PROSECUTION OF WAR. 
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New Xork, N.Y. October lith, 194*. 



Hon. Mr. Biddle, Attorney Gen'l. U.S., 
Washington, D.C. 



My dear Sirs 

After hearing Mr. Winchel last night, he spoke of you 'going to 
try Joe Kemp and Gerald^Smith for un-American activities. I am 
giving you the names of 6 few people who have contributed right 
straight along, I believe, to the Kamp publications, located at 
342 Madison Ave., N.Y. City, These same people have contributed 
to another publication with the same purposes in mind anti-Jew 
antiirRoosevelt, anti-Labor, namely, the National Republic, run 
by George Blasser, 103 Park Ave., City, ana waiter Steele, of 
Washington, D.C. Both of these outfits Kamp and BlasBer have 
employed the Bfime salesmen who go from one to another. 'Ah en 
they .take a woman and they p}ay mostly old ones for the Kamp 
deal, these same salesmen join the Blasser racket end take the 
same woman again. Xou may, if. 




people might tell your clfice a fewtkingsiftliej^Iare. 

I believe a raid on the files of Kam^ and Blasser woulu reveal 
a lot of information the ^uliible American people have been 
waiting for. 

of P.M. liew York City, has a co^y of the 
canvhSB usea oy the salesaen of both these outfits, and I 
believe this to be only a mild one. The Blasser deal, 1 under- 
stand has the OK from the Metropolitan police of Hashing ton, D.C. 

Hoping these few lines will benefit your office a great deal. 

AM AMERICAN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



iwm No. 1 

Thi« cask originated at rLU1L _ 

DETROIT 


\ MICHIGAN. ATLi^^to-Jto ^ 


MKHTTIUMAT 

Atlanta. Georgia. 


DATS WHSN KADC 

10-20-42 


PCH»D POH 
WHICH MASK 

10-2,6.6.9-42 


wo "™ AD " Y JoT^-: 

^slssm&g&a&4%M- o? 


ttti* Q 

^R^LPUN ^CWWEm with aliases} 


CHAMACm OP CMi c A^. *^ 

JHTEHSAL SH5UR3Tt$ & ft 
SEDITICK. -ug 



SYNOPSIS OF F 




, icavy armasr, 

ira^hinker, and as good friend and ataunch supporter 
of ■ abject* Believed presently In Detroit In company 

with the gUa f**™™™>* 



HOC. 



B3SFEREMCK* 



DETAILS I 



Report of Special Agent] 
August 2S, 1942* 



New Orleans, Louisiana, 





k>?c> 



hi 



had no recollectieE = ^FW^%"S3eet or any actiSSf^^^^^^ight be engaged. 
He searched the records of the Ansley and consulted with several of his employees, 
including the house officer, bat was unable to advise as to any acts of indiscretion 
which the subject sight have committed while staying at that hotel* 

miriea at the 22 Marietta Street «*rfi<H*. £ resulted in ascertaining 
«T| had closed his office in that building approximately eight 
formation could be developed aa to his present whereabouts* 




ago 





no 



Contact waa had with 
Atlanta, and he advised tl 



practise, 
securing his 
ble in that 



een. 



)ter and 
Boarttj * 





_ for 

oain ted wi 

___ He lUted that 

who had been ac.ous^ea of many unethical acta 
iclan, and ha^been successful In 
tated that| I was irresponsi- 
without^rst giving them careful 



5 Bureaa 
3 Detroit 
2 Atlanta 



if 



2 oc te 




!&\ ft 




Atlanta. 62-962. 



consideration* He stated ihitl Ihid thi habit of getting exceptioc 

ally drunk and calling hia, and thai wilhlntho last sixty dayine had re- 

oeived a call from fl K who adjise^that ha was 1a Detroit^lichigan, 
and was working with tha s ubject* IB advieed thetfl 0was a 

•taonch supporter of HUBT LCHG daring tno tine that LCHG war active and had 
aided in perfecting x,he arrangements whereby LONG addraatad tha Georgia 
Legislatur e in session* Ho cited as an exainple of ■ J0 activity that 

| arranged a number of chairs to oo reMrre^Torprominent nan in 
Atlanta, and who would bo seatad on tho legisla ture floor dm 
IXMj would address tha legislature* ■ ^stated 
served ona of these chairs for hia, eao^B J 
point 10 where It became monotonous that* ■ occupy this seat during 

HUE! 1 5 stay In Atlanta* smmmmwammmw 



tor d aring the t ime 
tbat| | re- 

Insisted almost to a 



> 1 



Be recalled that ■ f was an especially good friend of tho 

subject and believed that the^Sasome organisation In which they were both Ly., 
interested * Other than that ho could supply no details concerning either ' / ~ 
^ . ^ ^ subject* 





Through | 1, who is Executive Officer to Assistant Chief 

0-2, Atlanta, and a former lawyer in Atlanta, i t was asce rtained 
'had an exceptionally low reputation among 
tha t he w as not ethical, unscrupulous. I 

■mmmmmmmmjI'ggmmgSPVf 

he counselled against contacting ^g^^^ f or any 

or any type in that he oelieTed vbtt| |woold attempt to utilise tho 

contact for his own gain* — 

contacts with 
well acquainted, he succeeded in 
is presently in Detroit, Michigan, engaged in a 
activity with the bud J act* 



£7- 



As the Result of 1 





ascertaining 
kind of political 



DPOW CCmTLETICN TO OFF JOB OF ORIGIN* 



" ' JFHaiWJ 
ll->42 
62-43818-144 



Date: 

To: ' 



Militant Attorney Omtral %xUU Barg* 



•'ft 



From: J. Edgar Hoover -Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Mr. ToIsod 



Subject: <*ZMU> UHaN KKWKTH SMITH 9 tdtn a)lUMj 
tHK COMJOTfltl 0? OW MILLIOMj ^ 
INTEWUL AKDITIOI. 

J "■ - 



4^*?fs!Bf4 Mr. E. A. Timm i o — „, 

Mr ci*ib _~T 'or yo ur information. I wish to adviee that a copy^^ta* report 
Mr GUviT^ 51 ^ 601111 l^^^^W iubmitUd in connection witlrtjie ibof»- » _ 
\Mr L.dd """TttU-ed natter at Atlanta, lleoriia, on October 20, 1942, wi fo'r^ardad ^ 7o 
— i\; wich ou 10 to * mvialon oX Reoorde under data of ^rm/bn J 9 1942. e ^ ^, 

\ <2 * 




INFORMATION CONT'MD Mf-^ 
MX IS UNCLASSIFIED 17 ^ 

pATE Siafta. PY^rflr^rftt 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



THIS CASK OWSMA7ID AT Detroit, Michigan 




TTTUi 

GERALD LDULN 



AT 



Indianapolis, Xodi 




DATE MM MADK 



KM tOO FOR 
WHI04MAO* , 

9/tt,U,l6, 



Gerald L.K& Schmidt; 
OflnTTEE OP ONE MILLION 



eka Gerald LK, Saith, 




auMcm or cms 



\ 



BfTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS Or PACTS: 



; V.r.m, Htt»lKSIF ffl . 





He cords of Butler University indicate that SMITH 
only attended that school occasionally for two 
semesters beginniag February, 1927. Informants 
reveal that SMITH came to Indianapolis 1923 as 
pastor of the Seventh Christian Church where he was 
pastor for approximately two years resigning to become 
pastor of the University Park Church where he remained 
until 1929t at -which time he resigned to ge to 
Kingshigbway, Shre report, Louisiana due to his haying 
got the University Park Church In debt; his failure to 
pay his debts, and his frequencies from the pulpit, 
the Church Board was about to ask for his resignation 
he resigned. Informants advise that he lived, 
id his means, was unreliable, did not pay^ jjp-8'7 
obligations unless for ced to do so * and had a «reat 
desire for public! " 




hi 



«_ _ He evidence ef 

"any immoral conduct while in Indianapolis * 



t 



REFERENCE: 



DETAILS t 




- R U C - 

Report of Special agent 
New .Orleans, Louisiana 

AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

^Qn"september 11, 1942,| 
oX^iler university, 




dated at Jo *?c 




avails 



, , DO HOT WA TTE IN rf&MM. «**<^f ' 




concerning QERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH during his attendance at that school. 
These records reflected that he had entered en February 8, .1927 and received 
credit Tor four hours work during the next tiro semesters. The only grades 
received by his were one in Christian Doctrines, B-, and one in the summer 
session In the same subject, B-. SMI IK, at the time of his entrance, stated \ 
that he was born February 27, 1698 at Pardeevllle, lisconsln and graduated from \ 
the Yiroqua High School, Viroqua, Wisconsin in June, 1914 and that he received 
a Bachelor of Oratory degree from Valparaiso University in 1917, and that he 
was a member of the Disciples Church. 

Under date ef September 11, 1942, mf feof the School 

of Religion, Butler University, informed the writer that he became very well 
acquainted with SMITH during his stay in Indianapolis* He stated that when 
SMITH left the Seventh Christian Church in about 1926 or 1927, he resigned to 
be minister of the University Park Church. From then en, he was associated 
with him through that church and occasionally when SMITH attended Butler Uhiversil 
in the school of religion. He stated that SMITH did not attend sch ool very 
much and didn't think that when he did attend he learned very much, M ■ 
■ stated that he had me idea why SMITH left the Seventh Christian^ 
xn^WfTiowever, while he was pastor at the University Park Church, he accumulated 
quite a lot of debts, one of which was a $400 • 00 note with the Jletcher Trust 
Company on which he was an indorser, and that when SMITH went to Louisiana, 
he had not paid this note which necessitated him writing to SMITH and requesting 
in strong terms that he do so in the near future and after some time, the 
note was paid. 

^ B further stated that the reason that SMITH went to 

Louisiana wasxha^Tenad got the University Park Church terribly in debt and 
en numerous occasions, he did not conduct services when he should have and for 
this reason, the church was about to ask for his resignation when SMITH surmised 
same and handed in his resignation and Immediately thereafter went to Louisiana 
to the Kingshighway Church at Shreveport. 

flj B also stated that SMITH lived beyond his means and 

believed Tfia^eaccumulated quite a lot of ether debts, but he was unable to 
state whether or not he ever paid them. He indicated further that although he 
had not seen SMITH but on one occasion since his departure from Indianapolis, 
he believed SMITH was the type of man that would go into most any kind of work 
as long as it paid him well and he had heard that he was being furnished with 
money from the Henry Ford Corporation at the present time. 

m B stated that there was never any question by anyone 

eoneerningaunf*s moral character to the best of his knowledge. 
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Ctt September XI, 1942, 

WTiwd that ibemaa aubir of the University Park Church at the tiwe SHOT" 
was the pastor there* She stated that she was extremely fond of SMITH at the 
time he mis In Indianapolis, but she understood he changed his ways quite a lot 
since he left here* She further stated that the only reason that she knew of 
why SMITH left here was that he was called to the KingaMghwny Church in 
Shre report, Louisiana* 



children 



he left this 



stated that Jhile SMITH was in Indianapolis, he had two 
most of the time, one of which was a girl by the name of 

hlaforabout three years and when he l eft Indianapolis, 
jirl with afj ^ who presently resides atf ■ 

In addition to the girl, he had a boy, GERALD, wnomwne^ 
he adopted while In Indianapolis* She further stated that so 
far as Mrs. SMITH was concerned, she was a Tory lovely woman and she mver saw 
one of 'them without seeing the other one. \ 




On September 14 



the writer contacted 




fle^nformed the writer that SMTTH^am^T^^nffimapo±iS~Ss a 
minister for the Seventh Christian Church where he remained as such for about 
two years when he resigned to become Minister of the university Park Church 
which was resultant of two churches merging and SMITH thought this would give 
him greater opportunities because he had visions of building a huge church. 
Upon becoming minister of this church, SMITH prevailed upon the members to buy a 
group of lots and as they were located in an expensive neighborhood they proved 
eventually to be too much of an undertaking and resulted in the lots being given 
back to their former owners and the Church taking a great loss. 



stated that in order to paint a picture of the type 
of indivianai thai iaJEtTH was, he cited as an example that in 1920, SMITH 
opposed him as a candidate for the secretary of the Indiana Christian Missionary 

firtrt-t afv fAfi wtfl 4*1-1 .QMTTU nenm!i^im*/4 iramr + 4 imI **> «uaj»jk k MK U.» «11 

precedence in church* He stated that SMITH was a pious individual seeking 
publicity and wanted to be in the public eye at all times. 

went on to relate that while SMITH was in Indianapolis, 
he went to four or five different people to borrow #500.00 to purchase a lot on 
which to build a home for himself and he knows that three of these individuals 
loaned him a total of $£00*00 while $500*00 was all that was needed to purchase 
this lot* 
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I ^TO^^ ^wjj p stated that ha did not know Tory much about SMITH* s 
personal ^ffe^Tut""never hoard of any scandal pertaining to his morals and 
to the best of his knowledge, it was without blemish, 

obtained copies of the official year books of ministers 
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Ing churches t 



1921 - Pastor of Footville, Wisconsin Church 

1922 - Church not shown, but showed SMITH at Beleit, Wisconsin 

1923 - Pastor of a church, name of which is not shown at Kansas, Illinois 
192A-1927 - Pastor of Seventh Christian Church, Indianapolis 
1927-1929 - Pastor of the University Park Christian Church, Indianapolis 
1929 - Kingshlghway Church, Schreveport, Louisiana 




On Sep tember 22, 1942, the writer contacted 

who stated that she had been a member of the 
the time that SMITH was pastor there. 
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revealed max dull in was xxkoq extreme xy wexj. ay eume 



members of the congregation and disliked equally by other members, although she 
could not explain the reason for this, but believed it was due to some of the 
meinbers being extremely conservative while others were more liberal towards the 
way church services should be conducted* 

stated further that she had never heard any criticism 

on SMITHS moral conduct and thought that he had a very lovely wife and that 
they always appeared to be very happy* 

On Septembe r 22, 1942, the writer contacted f| | at 

who stated that he was a member of the Board at the 
Fersity Park Church during the time that SMITJ^a^apastor at this church, 
reiterated the information given by f as to the reason 

"that left that chunk and went to Shreveport, Louisiana. 

^^^^^^^ lead 
|P informed the writer that SMITH would/a dual life such as 
giving the reason to his congregation for not being able to be at his church 
on Sunday that he was to preach at another church in some other part of the state 
whereas he would go off sometime b with his wife for a week-end and on other 
occasions, he would be attending political rallies. He further stated that 
in his opinion, SMITH was a liar and never paid his bills unless forced to do so. 





and raised in Janesville, Wisconsin. 



SMITH'a wife 
REN SON and was born 
She further related! that she has a brother 
who ifi a practicing physician in ELkhorn, Wisconsin, whom she was sure would be 
able to furnish the full information as to the circumstances surrounding hie 
sister's marriage to SMITH. She ,*as also under the impression that Dr. SORENSON 
was not fond of SMITH. 




_ stated that SMITH was a promoter as a result of which he 
got the church terribly in debt and the members dissatisfied with him to the 
extent of asking for his resignation. However, prior to their formal request, 
SMITH found out about it and made arrangements to go to the Kingshlghway Church 
in Shreveport. 

^| J stated finally that she was positive there was never any 

scandal conaermn^sHlTH's approaching any girls in his Sunday School class or 
any others and whenever he went out, Mrs. SMITH was always with him. 



The writer contacted 1 I on September 26, 1942 who 

revealed that he was on the Boa^R^thesevenSi Christian Church at the time 
SfcilTH was pastor there « He further stated that he was unable to give any reason 
why SMITH left the Seventh Christian Church with exception of the reason to 
build a new church near Butler University which he thought would give him greater 
opportunities for expansion* He further informed that he never heard of any 
immoral conduct on the part of SMITH during his residence In Indianapolis. 

Under date of September 26, 1942, 

after consulting her records , advised that she had no information 
subject under date of September 26, 1942* 

°* ^ Identification of the Indianapolis Police 
Department advised that their files did not contain the names of GERALD L.K, SHITE 






- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD 

THE MILWAUKEE FIELD DIVISION 

At ELkhorn. Wisoonsin /V ^'7'/' 

Will interview Dr. SORENSON in an effort to ascertain from hia the 
full circumstances surrounding SMIIH'e marriage to nis sister ELEANOR. 
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9e2t*ral Bureau of Inuriti nation 

Vnf tea flat?* Brpartmtnt of luatU* 
Detroit, Michigan 
October 13, 1942 
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Fed^r^Bupeau of Investigstion HEREIH l?i UjVjL^bill IE0 
Washington, D. C. DftTE ^M^U -BM &iW 

Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; 



Dear Sir: 



INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 

D £^ gWrCT ****** 




Please 
received fr 





s advis ed that the follo wing additional information has been 
~ whose identity is known to ypu:C£ 

f £ . 

On September 28, 1942, SMITH advised Senator ROHEK 1 !' miNOLDS 't^al 
despite hie defeat for the Republican nomination he was going to run as an 
independent Republican. SMITH wanted Senator REYNOLDS to advise his good 
friend (possibly Senator PRENTISS M^BROWN) so that the friend would rejalize 
that if SMITH didn't get the election, the friend's election would be assured* 

SMITH advised his close friend Reverend LELAND^MARION of Pontiac, 
Michigan that he was going to release a statement to the press at noon on 
September 30, 1942, that despite his defeat in the Primary Election of the 
Republican Party and his failure to get the Republican nomination for the 
office of United States Senator from the State of Michigan, he intended to 
run as an independent Republican candidate for the same office in the November 
Elections* 

y/SMITH was obtaining assistance in his political campaigns from Mrs* 
MURRAP/&NOWIJSS, former member of the America First Committee and active 
leader of United Mothers of America in Detroit, Michigan* 

SMITH plans to have small atickers printed which his followers can 
paste onto the ballot in the November Elections* He met some difficulty in 
this however because he learned that the official ballots were not leaving 
any blank space for such stickers. m m , 

onve rsation between a| W anc^SlgWS M em gerv-Htt 

heaT^thaWfeNR 




said that he has 



MAN, 

to last his employees eighteen years, 
contact HENRY FORD personally and get 
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suggested that SMITH 
h&n bee&ase^fti 
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D has Inouj^i tires \ 
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Letter to Director 
October 13, 1942 



Be: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



was sensational in view of thefac^thatFORD has approximately 200,000 L/ 
employees. Mr. DOMAN * dvi «« d ^^^^F3 that SMITH obtained a tire, which " 
he displays at his political campaignmRungs, indirectly frojji FORD. He 
said he wasn't sure whether the tire came directly from DrJftfiSk or the Ford 
Motor Company but he explained that Dr. HALE worked with the Ford Motor 
Company on the same process for the manufacture of synthetic rubber. 

SMITH held one of his organizational political meetings on the night 

CVf flCt.oh«r ft. 10/. O anH fho M.f4n« -m»m *FM-kA«^_n+ 1 w .kK.'.^M. elfTDUlo 
— —————— wuv wwMig two ap^ai cituij o.kioi awui / 11 uui dftilll'O 

point of view. 



Some criticism was made to Mr. DOUAN by a ■ ft who took 

exception to remarks about HUET LONG bei ng a great Bn an^fflBRng his mistakes 
only when under the influence of liquor. ■SQ^S^H criticises tnia on tne 



ground that HUET LONG was npt here to deflnWfrllf^Tnd respect should be 
shown to the dead. Mr. DOMAN explained that these comments were made by 
SMITH because the enemies of SMITH were always condemning him for having been 
a Lieutenant of HUET LONG and SMITH wanted to make it clear that this was 
nothing he had any reason to hide. 

Informant stated that SMITH on October 8, 1942 announced, "Before 
we will submit to being city-slicked by another WENDELL WTLKIE or any of his 
Michigan stooges, we will start a new party and nominate CHARLES A*7\ LI NDBERGH 
for President. 

Mr. DOMAN and a B^8§35^°f the United Mothers of America discussed 
the great ovationthatSMITH received at his meeting when he praised CHARLES A. 
LINDBERGH. K^^jr^KBa id that she wished SMITJ^ouli^btain the^ public 

endorsementTnflSSeTrty CHARLES A. LINDBERGH. l^A^^^then mentioned 

the fact that Communist newspaper reporters were attemptin^to interview SMITH. 
She stated that the recent publicity given to HENRY FORD'S statement on the 

unfavorable newspaper reporters. She said that IffiMRY FORD certainly doesn't 
believe in any World Federation because CHARLES^JNDBERG doesn't and HENRY 
FORD is right in with LINDBERGH. 

SMITH spoke to his mother in Delavan, Wisconsin and after receiving 
compliments on his radio speech told his mother that he was one of the most 
abused men in the world and that his enemies were even trying to put him in 
the Federal Penitentiary. ' 

GERALlTsMITH told C. J<f SMITH that he had succeeded in finding out 
who are the real leaders©£, the Foreign Policy. Association. He said they 
were Rabbi^JfflSE, ELEANORfaOOSEVELT , and HAROLD^LASKI whom SMITH termed the 
notorious English Communist. SMITH said that these people stood for s "big 
super-dooper world government end that's the nigger in the woodpile". SMITH 



Letter to Director 
October 13, 1942 



Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



said he didn't know about thia previously. 

SMITH commented on WALLACE'S statement by saying that WALLACE 
didn't want us to spoil the great rubber industry because that night inter- 
fere with international relations. SMITH commented sarcastically, "We can 
crawl on our stomachs and go to town on our knees but we mustn't hurt the 
feelings of the British-Dutch rubber monopoly. » 



Very truly yours, 




JOHN S. BUGAS 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Post Office Box #2118 
Detroit! Michigan 
October 29 , 19-42 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

DATE o 9/* / t** BY-^g^ 

Re: GdRALD L. K. SKITH 

INTERVAL SECURITY - CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SHL1TI0IC 



Dear Sir: 



28:. Ts." b H 

Mr. K A. Tftmm 

Mr. CJejHf 
Idr. Ciavln 
Mr. Ledd.. 
Kt. N ^faola . 
Mr. Rc (j ... 
Mr. Trmcy .... 
M*-. C krioo 
Mr. Coffef 
tf L' . 
I. . Cramer.. 
V:: jU ; 
I S Quod »i 

>. . Mba*« 

MIbb Gaudy.. 

PllH -- 



Please be advise d that the following adriitio ni 
information has been received f rQm j ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^™^^^ ^^^ S whose 
identity is known to you. J^^-i ""' i^^=5J*«ss3^ 




SMITH at this time is devoting his entire energy 
toward the promotion of his political campaign as an independent 
Republican candidate as United States Senator from the State of l£ichigan. 
£I!ITH refers to his own campaign as a "Sticker Campaign" because the 
official ballot will not have his name on it, nor will there be any place 
for the sticker. It will be necessary for his followers to paste a sticker 
reading "Unit^ States Senator Gerald L. K. Smith" over the name of Senator 
Ph^KTlSS Kw^rfinOra or Judge HOl^K^iiRGUSON, and then to v mark a cross in front 
of the sticker. f 

SI£ETH is having difficulty with his "Stacker Campaign" 
in view of the fact that the Secretary of State, HAHrJf Fj|fo;LLY, Republican 
candidate for Governor in this same election, is not making any provision 
for SMITH as a Third Party Candidate in districts where voting machines 
are being used. SMITH has threatened injunction proceedings against this 
ruling, 

SITTH has sent a telegram challenging his opponents 
BROVK and FERGU30K to debate the rubber tire issue and other serious issues 
of the campaign. As yet, no acceptance has been received. CROHN and 
Fj£tGti$ON debated between themselves over the radio and SMITH regarded this 
as entirely unillurainating since there were no real issues between them 
except who will receive the salary of United States SenatcfrT 



COPIES DESTROY 
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Letter to Director October 29, 1%2 



SMITH has still publicly hinted that if the Republican 
Party does not throw off the control of stuffed-shirt politicians and 
return to the principles of the "common man", he wjjfl find it necessary to 
organize an all— American party and have CHARLES A.V.uINDBERGH as the standard 
bearer in 1%4. ■ 

SUITH is still making the principal issue of his political 
carapaifcTi the alleged attenpt of the Government to protect the international 
rubber monopoly at the expense of the public. SMITH still insists that 
there are enough rubber tires to fit all normal consumption. He cites, as 
authority for his argument certain press releases proceeding from statements 
of rubber manufacturers in Akron, Ohio* SMITH contends both, privately 
and publicly, that rubber rationing is entirely unnecessary and that gasoline 
rationing is accordingly unnecessary since its admitted purpose is to conserve 
rubber. aUTH has attacked the 35 mph speed as unconstitutional and attacked 
the present adninistration of slowing down the war effort to a pace of 35 mph 
when it is necessary to speed up the war effort to win the war. SMITH, in 
open defiance of the 35 mph restriction, publicly announced that he would 
drive to Battle Creek, Michigan, on October 22, 1%2, at speeds between 25 mph 
and 65 mph. SMITH acinitted that he actually drove at speeds up to 65 mph 
and was not molested by law enforcement authorities. 

a.!lTH has privately criticized the Democratic campaign 
poster which read, "Support your Commander and 'Chief, both Democratic", 
SvilTH said that that campaign slogan was no good and that he would pounce 
on it. i 



C 



Representative CLARE /KOF FM AN of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
attempted to contact 35ITH on October 10, 1942, but was unsuccessiul. 

Very truly yours, 




62-1126 



- , , JOHK S. BUG AS 

J? Special Agent in Charge 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



DTTJ.TWQ stated to Bureau Axent that she 
is acquainted with Subject, who is her food 
friend, and tost bs is being persecuted for bis 
attacks on Communism. Captain tARL) SOUTHARD it 
Secretary-Treasurer and leadsr of dltisens 
patriotic Coanittos, formerly known as "Citizens 
Keop America Out of far Coawdttoo , « yhioh oators 
to pro-war isolationists. ELIZABBT^DIUJIQ, 
German-American national Alliance, to the Mothers 
Mobilise, Inc., the Patrick Henry Forum and other 
organisations in Chios go under investigation by 
Federal (hand Jury for alleged sedition* dtise&s 
Committee presently holds nestings in support of 
candidacy of Congressman Dal and Senator BROOKS. 

- ROC - 



i Report of Speoial Agent 
Detroit, Michigan, July 




DETAILS t AT CRICAOO. TT.rrmnFrfl. 



in a ooftrersation between Mrs* HXUBETH DXXUMQ and the ITUer in 
hw.y of 1942 Mrs. DTTUWQ stated that her good friend ^ESUDjaCTH was 
being perseoutod by the Department of Justice for his opposition to 
P oswMrtss j, At this tlaw the Ulter observed in Mrs. DILLDKPs office 
a copy of a greeting card from Subject, bearing pictures of Subject, 
his wife and his 



From information in the Detroit Field Office, Mrs. DILLIBQ carries 
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with which she coplcya three feaale aealetsnts, all af when ere rmzj 1*7*1 to 
Ere. mXUm end will do or »«ar nothing to laerlalnate her or 007 of her M. 
and aaeoelrtee. Xneaeuoh m afro. DIUJ9Q la presontly under indlctnont 1b 
Washington, £• C. for sedition, It Is not dscnod advlcable at this tin* to 
interview bar or bar eaaletanta concerning tbe relationship b oi o aon bar and tba 
Subject af this ease. Therefore, loads art out la rafaranoo report requesting 
Infernetlon concerning tba relationship between Bra. DILLDn and Skin ara aat 
being oovarad at thla 

Tba files 



b 4 



Chicago flald 



thaU 



to tba war, is atUl en ardaat supporter 
and tba Chicago Tribune and la aajU a< 
and KARL 8O0TH1KD af the.Cltisens Ooanltj 
to detorwlne tba ralatioaahlp bateeen 
ara not, therefore, bring o ora rad at 



leolationlet prior 
itor BROOKS and Cangroeanan BAT 
with'Captaia WUXllfi J. MBS 
Iaeda set ^nlTlS reference raport 
~!aad tba Sabjoot af thla 



flloa af tba Chicago field Of flea do not raflaet an y Information eonoaminc 
relationship batoaaa Sabjaot and ■ WM of the Chicago Tribune. 



Tba filea af tba Chloago flald Of flea In tba eaaa antitlad "CITIEESS KEEP 
AMBtlCi OUT Of Ufi OOaQGTTEE, aXao known aa dtlsana 034 Coandttaa and Cltlsen* 
Patriotic Gaandttaa, ■ IYTERHAL SECURX3T * 0, SEDITICeT, roflaot that Captain 
ML aOUTHUm and Captain WILLIAM J.IGRACB of Chloago ara tba loadora of tbo 
Cltlaana Coanlttee, which prior to Decenber 7, 1941, waa atrongly laolatlonlat 
and ainoa Deceaber 7, 1941, baa confined itself to supporting tba candidacy of 
Congraaanan DAI and Senator BROOKS of Illinois, It la further noted that 
Captain 500TH&RD and Captain GRACE hare both testified before the Pedoral (fraud 
Jery at O&ioago laweatiptlng sedition in connection with the aotlvltlee of 
the dtlaena Oonwlttee. It la further noted that the neabership Hat af tba 
dtisone Coanlttes inoladee offloere of the Oarann-Aaerican national nlllanoe, 
Va tba Mother a Mobilise, Mgm and 
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I spoke to SAC Bugas, Detroit, about this ease whiletalkingto him 
today, and told him of the abovereDort. He informed me thatfl ■ had in 

fac^teo^^ppointjjient 1l 4£jBC£SHoa October 8. 1942. an d tnaWafer thst 
^ y one of KSSfeS^* 611 * broug htW^ Si^f to M r. Bugas* o ffice 

and oelore 'Win o^hen^^ec^BTlnitely toat «jGv^P'a toldtt^^ggMand 
definitely ""Jgjg^^^^^^ t0 * e H FBI ever^HIg he knew ff^^ ^^Re whethei/ 
it involved J^^^Jpff^brd, Mrs. Ford or anyone else, fl ■ acknowledged I 

that he fullyuncferstood these instructions. He had withT^^Soof what he called 
exhibit books which contained uncancelled checks and other alleged documents and 
data. He also stated that he had additional material in safety deposit boxes, b) 
one of which was located in Washington, D. C. He was anxious to secure that addi- 
tional material and return with it to Mr. Bugas. He is due back in Detroit this 
afternoon and Mr. Bugas has a tentative appointment with him for this e veiling. . 
feM * 4s ^ sse * indicated that it would take him four or five hours to cover .the matter 
>ugKIy. 



Mr. Bugas advised me he had his previous conversations with ■ W 
on records and will take the same precautions in the above described pla^nec^^ / 
interview. As soon as this interview is effected and he has the complete data, f/. 
he will submit it to the Bureau. He was urged to do this at the earliest ^ ^ 




opportunity. 
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Mr. Quinn Tamil 

Mr. Nhu 

Miee Gftody .•..„. 
File* 




Bafaronao lr — da to pages 10 and II of the report of Special 

***** IP ** t0d JlUM ^ 3 * 2 » mt Botroit » Wohigan. in 
Mhich tEereisse^rortna sunsary of the lncoaa tax re turn ■ o^^^^^ fo# 
rahiec^&ftlth, end to page l6 of the report of flfeeeial Agent ^ 
■ pdated Nay 23, 19^2, containing information that the Treasury 
5parT5nt was to investigate tha alleged fraudulent federal Inooaa tax 
returns of Gerald flndth* 

Information la requested ai to whether tha then contemplated 
Investigation haa been ooapleted and Ite re salt s, and If such Investi- 
gation included the tax re tarns filed on behalf of TOhe Committee of 
Cm* Million.* "Thawte deration of Americanization, a and any other organ* 
isation which aay be need by Smith in the acquisition or disposition of 
funds* The inooaa tax Inquiry should, of course, include these organ- 
isations* 



Ther e is sat forth on page 
dated August 28, 19*42, 




6 of the report of Special Agent 
at lev Or] 





said to hare been 0019 lied by the Be are t organisation 
on Smith's past* It la requested that this file be secured or dupll- 
eated if it le still in existence, or that its former exlstenea and tha 
lnf oraatioa alleged to hare bean oontainedtharelnbeTerifled 
interviews of tha parties aentioned by ^ ^ St 

is farther requested that any leads basaTiJonan^^^^S^^^Ohis 
Material be developed by Investigation* 



fcSOCT 13 W6* 



EXFp 



1 NOV 11 194? 



The Criminal Sirlslon also desires that the "birth records 
at Perdeerille, Viscous la, be searched to ascertain the truth of tho 
allegation that Oerald L.L Snath's name originally waa>*8chmldt« 0 
Cm subject is said to hare noon born cither on february 7 •FT«bru- 
ary 2? # 1898* 

»f siring to page 2 of tho roport of fl|peeiel Agent 1 
datod Hay 23, 19^2 , at Detroit, Michigan, la which 
of am artlclo carried by the United Press fro* Mew Torfc 
on October 20, 193&* concerning the annomnoanont by talth of the 
format Ion of a fascist organisation to oelso the OoTernment of tho 
United State e, it is requested that am effort he made to eecure a 
copy of Smith' a announcement if it was la writing, and, In any oaae, 
that you attempt to locate and lnterrlev, concerning the eon text 
thereof, persona present when faith made such announcement* 







VI th farther reference to the report of 
id Mar 2V 1<&2. it la requested that 

mentioned on page 8 ©1 
►r knowledge of Smith's aotlrltles and con- 
tacts. 

f Che roport of fecial agent fl J dated June U, 19^2, 
at Betrolt Indicates on page 5 that Se&thoomsponded with VUllam 
findleFYellay reporting progress ho was making with the organisation 
of **he Committee of One Million* 0 fho following excerpt from tho 
Jebruary 21, 19^2, Issue of "The Bout" likewise Indicates the exist- 
ence of correspondence between Smith and Pelley* "On August 5, 
1938, B«VQfartU, erecuUre director of the^BUrer Shirts of imer- 
lea, cent to By* L.)tJSjBirknead, director of thewrlends of I* moo- 
racy, a letter which stated! 

"'Answering your 1st tor of the 3rd regarding nr. 
Oerald L*K* Smith's connection with the 8 lire r Shirts, 
vhloh you say he denies, we have on f Us certain let- 
tore and telegrams race Its d from him*... Che letters 
are all written on SUrer Shirts of America letter- 
heads and signed by him* Els registration number as a 
member of the SUrer Shirts was 3223 and his wifs's 
3220. ,B 



Eowerer, It Is stated in the report of Special Agent v 
dated Jmguet 25, 19**2, at Indianapolis, Indiana, that no eorrespoi 
enoc between Smith and Pelley was Included in the material seised 
from Pelley by flfceolal Agent e of the Indianapolis Yield Dirislaiu 
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Special A^ntl lin^iti that Felley'o print in* establishment Lo, 
was located laTBESTtUo, horth Carolina, from about 1932 to 19*10 ^ 
aod that correspondence between Pelley and Smith nay hare bean 
amcnt some seised by tea* local official at AaheTllle* She Orin- 
iaal Dirleien likewise haa learned that certain of Feller's filoa 
were seised In 1334 or 1935 by tha KeCoraaek-DiekaUia Centres- 
sioaal Committee aad are presumed no* in tho custody of tha Clerk 
of tho Bouse* It le requested that aa effort ho aado to locate 
corroepoadaaeo hotvooa fcith aad Poller, aad if each effort prove 
unsuccessful to locate H.X* Martin and interview hia on tho 
nature and location of the correspondence to which ho referred in 
hie above*aentloned letter* 

A manor of reports indicate that derald Xi*T* Smith was 
once an orcanitex of the Silver Shirts, and that he organised a 
group of 8 ton Troopers at ShrcToport, Louisiana, in 193U or early 
1935* It is requested that aa attempt 00 aade to identify and 
interview persons acquainted with this activity of Snith* 




At report of Special Agent V mfc dated ^ X 7< 

April 2¥, I9U2, at Detroit aentlons a copy of Smith's publicntioaV 
"Too Much looaeTelt 1 as "being attached thereto* The Criminal J 

^a a _a M — ^ a ._ a.m_ — a. _ _ m. «_ a . _ * m a * ■ *_ « . _ * m m m. M. 



i/iTision as sires »na* a copy oz *nie pUDiication do mane araaianiOA 
to it for review* / 

Zt is desired that reports on the investigations 
requested herein be furnished to the Criminal Division at the 
lie st posslole date* 



Bospectfully, 




Aasi stent Attorney Oeneral. 



-3- 



! ' ■ ' ft t ^ 
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AAwQKJDafl 



MEMO RANDOM FOR ASS I STAKT ATTORHET GENERAL 

wtKmi uks 



J 



REi 



Reference It wade to your neaorandua of Bovcabor 9, 1942, relative 
to tho above-captionpd subject* 



GERALD L. K* SMITH} 

THE OOULfTTTEE OF ONE WXLIOI 

SEDITIOI 



Concerning your •pociflo Inquiry ei to subject's reported former 
association with lilliaa Dudley Pcllay, I wish to advise that under date of 
Decjj^r^^JQ^^ copy of a report submitted In thle case by Special Agent 

Pat Charlotte, North Carolina, on September 17, 1942, too 
transmitted to the Division of Racorda, From a review of this report you will 
note that the files of the Charlotte Office of this Bureau reflect no indica- 
tion of correspondence between Pelley and Ssdth* 



jific 



to 




Further, in this connection, I invite your attentl 
page 6 of the report submitted in thla case by Special Agent 
at Detroit, Michigan, on September 2, 1942, and page 7 of theTeport su 

the saae Agent at Detroit, Michigan, on August 11, 1942. Copies of these 
reports were made available to you under dates of September 17, 1942 and August 
1£» 1942, and, as you will observe, the citations referred to both have pertinence 
to the question of Smith's alleged association with Pelley and the Silver Shirt 
aoveaent* 



Mr. 

Ur. 
Ur. 

,«r. 
£■>. 

"klr. 
tff. 
Jr. 
Ir . 
lr. 



Pursuant to the speolflo request set forth In the next to the last 
paragraph of your neaorandun, there was transmitted to the Division of Records 
under date of December 11, 1942, a photostatic copy of 8sdth»s publication 
Toii«Tflfl_lfufih Roosevelt,* mentioned aa an enclosure In the report of Special Agent 
I. ASdOnann^ at Detroit, Michigan, on April 24, 1942. 



CUft 



ISa mmm contained 



Nleboli. 
Roitn. 
Trtey. 



H»ndon_ 
Krtmtr 



UcGttlr* 
Q ii Inn TimmJ 
N*tf 
* Gandr 



JMMUNIWTIONS SECTION 
M AI L ED 14- 

* u. t. f m"*™* 

39 DEC 





Date: Scomber 10, 1942 
To: SAC, Detroit 



all wwmm CONTAINED 

KIS^LMIFIEO 
DATE— -afoftfr- 



Prom: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: cErald t. K. SMITH 

COJOOTTEB OF ONE MXLLZOI 
IaTERNAL SECURITI - 5KDITI0H . 



~4 



Reference ii made to the Bureau's teletype of Vovember 3 and the 
Bureau's letter of November 4, 1942, both In connection with the above- 
eaptioned matter* 

As you vera instructed In reference communications, it la desired 
that you promptly submi^^geDor^DroperlYeummax fur* ^ 9 

tion set forth in the o^^^^^^^^^^'v^^^J^^^c^^es of which were 
made available to you with the Bureau's let^rofJlOTOber 4, 1942. 

For your further information in connection with your future is* 
vestigation of this natter, there are set forth below pertinent portions of 
a memorandum recently received from the Criminal Division of the Department 
in connection with this caee. As you will observe, the below-quoted portions 
of the memorandum have to do with additional inquiry in this matter which is 
desired by the Criminal Division! 




Hr. ToUoo 
Mr t. A. 
Mr. Clin 
Mr. QUvin 
Mr. L«dd 
Mr. Nieboli 
'Mr. Romo 
\*r. Tr»«y 

Ir r. - 



SB 




to pages 10 and U of the report of Special 
_ dated June 29, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, 

wMcTTthsre is est forth a summary of the income tax returneo^he 
t Smith » and to page 16 of the report of Special Agent m p 
~ dated May 23, 1942, containing information that the Treae- 
partaent was to investigate the alleged fraudulent federal inoees 
tax-returns of Osrald X. K. Smith, 




■in^c 



i 



tion 'is requested as to whether ths then contemplated 




vu -Xnvesxigaiaon pas Deen^ooxspxetea ana m resuxto, ana xx eucn xnveeu.- 
i'. Coff.,__ ga * i0Il included ths tei ^'returns, filed on behalf of 'The Committee of 
pillion, 1 'The federati6n~of Americanxsation,* and any other 
organisation which sjsy f be used by Smith In the acquisition or 



r. Hsadon 
r. Kramer 




h7^ 



. ■■ Gtndy. 



McQttirt_J_^iaposition of funds* J The income tax Inquiry should, of 
Quinn Taum_lnclude these organisations. 



y. 




( 



* ) 



*4 



'.; j.i--' ■ 



m 
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la tat forth on page 6 of the report of Special Agent 
la tod August 28, 







file said to haw boon compiled by 
Hon on Smith's past* It la requested that thla flla ba secured or 
duplicated if it la atill in axis tax**, or that ita former exiatanoe 
and the information alleged to have been ooj 

by intervlewa of the partiea mentioned byQ 

It la farther requested that any leada baaea upon an examination of 
thia material be developed tor investigation. 

■The Criminal Division aleo daairee that the birth records at 
Pardeeville, Wisconsin, be aearohed to aaeertaln the truth of the 
allegation that Oerald L. I. Smith's nana originally aaa 'Schmidt.' 
The subject le eaid to have been born either on February 7 or 
February 27, 1896, 

"Beferrlng to page 2 of the report of Special Agent __ 
~ dated Hay 23, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, in which aan1 
.a made of an article carried by the United Frees fron sew York 
October 20, 1936, concerning the announcaaent by Smith of the foj 
tlon of a Fascist organisation to seise the Ctovernment of the United 
Statea, it la requested that an effort be nade to eeeure a copy of 
Smith's announcement if It waa in writing, and, le any ease, that 
yon attempt to locate and interview, concerning the context thereof, 
persona present when Smith nade euoh 





•With farther reference to the 

It la requested that 

mentioned on page 8 of the report, do mi 
igner knowledge of Smith's activities and contacts* 

"The report of Special Agentf ^ dated June 11, 1942, at 
Detroit indicates on page 5 that Smith correeponded with William 
Dudley Felley reporting progress he was making with the organisation 
of 'The Committee of One million.* the following excerpt from the 
February 21, 1942, issue of 'The Hour* likewise Indicates the exist- 
ence of correspondence between Smith and Pelleyi 'On August 5, 1938, 
B. X. Martin, executive director of the Silver Shirts of America, 
sent to Dr. L. M. Birkhead, director of the Frienda of Democracy, a 
letter which etateds 




SAC, Detroit 
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' e AuBwvFiflg jvuT XmXXmr Of th* 3?u rvK«rulu( Sr» 

Qsrald L. K. Smith's connection with the Silver 
Shirts, which 70a say h* denle*, we haw* OB file 
certain letter* and telegrams received fro* him*** 
Toe letter* are all written on Silver Shirt* ef 
America letterhead* and signed by hiau Ht* r*f 
latration number a* a **nber of the Silver Shirt* 
was 3223 ani hie wif*'s ranker was 3220." 

•However- it 1* stated is the report af Special Agents* 1 
dated August 25, 1942, at Indianapolis, Indian*, that no oorr**po5SenS*™ 
between Smith and Pellej wa* included In the n*t*ri*l s*ls*d from P eUgT 
by Special Agent* of the Indianapolis Pisld Division* Special AgentA B 
suggest* that Pelley'e printing astablishaent wa* located in A*h*vilHJ^^^ 
lorth Carolina, from about 1932 to 1940 and that corresponds nee between 
Pelley and Ssdth may haws bean *mong *om* seiaod by bob* local official 
at Aahevill*. The Criminal Division likewi** ha* learned that certain of 
Felley'* files were seised in 1934 or 1935 by the McCorwack-Dlckstein 
Congressional Condi t tee and are presumed now in the custody of the Clerk 
of the House. It is requested that an effort be wad* to locate corre- 
spondence between Ssdth end Pelley, and if such effort prows unsuccessful 
to locate H. I. Martin and interview him on the nature and location of the 
correspondence to which ho referred in his above-wmntlonod letter. 

■A number of report* indicate that Oirald L* I. Smith was once am 
organiser of the Silver Shirts, and that he organised * group of 6 term 
Troo p e r s at Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1934 Or early 1935. It i* requested 
that an attempt bo wad* to identify and interview person* acquainted with 
thi* activity of Ssdth.* 

A* a review of your file in this case mill ahow, some of the info mo- 
tion requested in the Criminal Division ■eoorandua ha* already been covered la 
the report* most recently received in connection with this case. However, sub- 
sequent to the subadsslon of the report requested in the first two paragraph* 
of thi* letter, it 1* desired that your office thoroughly review it* file in 
thi* case and set oat appropriate lead* in order that the additional Inquiry 
desired by the Criadnal Division amy be carried oat. 

The Criadnal Division ha* lately evidenced considerable interest la 
thi* case and accordingly it should be •elf-evident that thi* matter should 
be placed in line for prompt and continuous Investigative attention* 



Sr.' 



CC-285 



,rf,.,-...l^,. tl| "-jfu c y 




1 



II AM 



PERSON AL. ^TTEKTIOH 



^Mate; Hoveiiber 4. 1942 
To : 

SAC, DETROIT 

From; J. Ed B ar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subject: GEEAU) u K.^uiTH; INTERNAL SECUKITXj SEDITION 

I am transmitting herewith two photostatic copies of & document 
made available to ma bv the Attorney G eneral on October 23, 1942. This \py 
document, repa.ed ^W^^S^B relatca to th ' ^Uvitiee of Gerald L. K. 
Smith. I desire that Ttvt material contained therein be carefully reviewed 

*Mm ihiwuLti in r«nort form. Based on this inf oration, appropriate 
leads should bs set out with a view to verifying any of this information 
indicating a possible violation on the vart of &iith of any Federal statute 
coming within the Jurisdiction of the Bureau, 

This request should receive immediate attention and the report 
should be carefully prepared, inasmuch as upon its receipt in the Bureau 
co iee thereof will be made available to the Department. *ou should also \qc/ 
give expeditious attention to the request contained in my teletype of ^Af 

° » m, i^.a i j, *u«* atiK^-( + f h» DiirsAu in reoort form V 

the information furnished you by" 38 
1, 1942, addressed to the Bureau/ 



is set out in your letter of November 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED i 
" ^ DATE ^^Y^gfe^U^ ^ s?J^ ^ 

'* / ^ { fEDSWL BUREAU OF mVESTlGATON 

.... [7i;-^icaiOHS section" 

1 M A 1 U E O 1 2. 



cGnire _ - 

ulnn Ttmm 

• »§• ^ 

landy 




U KOV 4 1942., 



* f.cHiBfte£KT Of JUSTICE 



NOV 9 1942 

U. S, DEPf BTWENTpF.^ ? TICE l ( 





fa. 1 ' 



JOHN EDGAR 




Xtbttat Bureau of ftttfertfgatii 
VbuHtb Stat** Department of Suatire 

ttsoflUtgtott, SL QL 

Detroit - Michig^ 
November 2, 1942 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
;•• DATE— s^t^JSi^mk^ 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation' / 
Washington, D. C. 

0 ' 

Re: GERALD L. K. SilTH 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated September 14, 
1942, regarding Gerald L. K. Smith. 



Please be advised that on Saturday 



.... ■^■?%*5^a»; 



15 



0 



J 



JSBred 




-1. fr 



r v ft 



COPIES DESTROYED 
- 88 OCT 13 ^904. 



Very truly yours, 




S. Bugas 
Special Agent 




: - LL 



B 1 

2 NOV 5 194 : 




JPHailB — 

12A0/42 



"v 1"' ' 



Honorable Earl 0. Harrison 
Commissioner 

LzBDl^ration and Naturalisation Service 
Franklin Trust Building 
15th and Chestnut Streets 
Philadelphia 9 Pennsylvania 



Uy dear Comal ssioneri 



All INF0MUiTI8N COKTMNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE— 4^=JY^M2K 



llthjurtherreferenco to our previous correspondence 
cone emlngB Band his application for the creation 

of a recorc^o^^^^Jiry^: wish to note, for your I nformation 
and for the completion of your file in this natter 





[appeared at this Bureau 1 
xe and voluntarily furnished certain infoi 
tion concerning the activities of Gerald L. K. Smith. The 
authenticity of the information so furnished is presently 
being checked by investigation* 

Sincerely yours, 



t_-. 



i 



Mr. Tolion 

Mr . E. A. Tamm 

Mr. CUgi 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ltdd 

Mr. Nicboli 

Mr. Bonn 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Canon 

Mr. Coffay 

Mr. Hfiodon 

Mr. Kramer i^rp 

Mr. McGuirt feoEra. ti.ru; ™ investigation 

Mr. Quinn Tamm{_ v. &- OEPAfjffsr or justice 
Mr.Kaaie 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



XOWMUNICATIONS SECTION 
Z iKt 



± PEC 12lS4^t<^6 Udio 





^ .3 

• 




( 



,-<=C-2$7 



1 



lefccral Sttreatt of Intrcffifgatfmt 
Mnttcfc frtateB Bepartmtnt of Juutfre 
aJaafjlngton, B. <2L 



JKM:BK 




Recently 



October 21, 1942 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 



Mr. T«1iob_ 
Mr'.*. A/T 

Mr*. CI«tr 

Mr. aUrin_ 

Mr. Lftdd 

Mr. NUh»lt_ 

Mr. Roitn 

Mr. Trtcy 

Mr. C»raon__ 
Mr. Colf«y_ 
Mr. Ht&don__ 
Mr. Kramtr_ 
Mr. MeQuirt. 
Mr. Harbo 



Mr. Kramer was telephonically\^.dvised by the New 
York Office of a report by an informant that thefciea Committee had . 



^'raided" or "seized the records" of (gerc 



and Father 



Mr. Quinn Timm, 

Ttle. Room 

Mr. Ntai* 

Mill Beahm 
Mill Gtodj 



hlin at De troit . I accordingly called Detroit and requested SA 
to check* on the matter. He s ubsequently called an d 

such action b aH taken. However, he did state then that 



Acting, 
advised that no 

he had learned that ^f^ ^S^me ^ Mittio is well known to that of fie 
Bureau, had been as sociaTSig during the past yyireral <1ays w ith onef 
investigator for the Dies Committee, and supposedly an employee of from Chicago, 
and that they had been making some inquiries about Smith and Father Coughlin. 

I subsequent^^aske^SAC Johnson, Chicago, while tal kln^ohim on 
other matters, s 0011 ^^^^^^^^^! status. He informed me that ■ Jhad 
formerly worked part TimeintneDies Committee office although^w35utenant 
G-2, but that recently he has been working full time for G-2 and ostensibly has 
no further connection with the Dies Committee. I advised Mr. Johnson of 
>resence in Detroit and suggested -that if he could discreetly determine wna 
,is doing there, he advise Detroit. 





^ 



talk tof 



Detroit, today informed me that he had had an opportunity tcR 
pursuant to my suggestion yesterday, that he had learned fro mj 
_ ' "|was granted a 10 dav leav e of absence about a week tarn 
to permit him to come to Detroit to conduct inquiries concer ningGeral d L. K. Smit h 
and Fath-r Coughlin . Immediately upon arrival in D etroi t. BB^?j£?ftjfc called! 3 

who was at th e time in New York and^^^^^^JreturneatoDetroit and^as 

see been working wit h W£ffi£BSrftfc 3 




_ _ told ■■ that he ;fl P nad c^de absolutely no > 

investigation wxtn regarcKo^^Hh since h^^ Sarneasome timeagothat the FB^j; 
was invest igating Smith. However, J B learned that J M called f| Jr 

resterday trying to make an ^^^jitmen^w^l^ie^^^^^^fort to get for 
fthe information they think ^^j^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ P concerning 
view °f(6i|§^ it is known 

las no^D^^^^^^^Tget an appointment with her as yet. You will , 
lat in any event JJ ^ furnished what appeared to be all of his infor- 

mation to Mr. Bugas some days before! 






15 




Memorandum for llr. Ladd 



As far as Father Coughlirr was concernedA^Q^Btold fl§6§j£fethat 

he is trying to get in touch with a man named |^^SB*™^s presentl^Si the 

northern peninsula of Michigan, but will eventuaB^eturn to Detroit, as he has 
information indicating that in about 1938 or 1939, Ur. S^^JgLthe editor of 
Father Coughlin's paper, is supposed to have tried to" Qir^M jcSS^ for a one 
year period to disseminate German propaganda. ^^^^^m 



_ stated the lead as 
they would keep th emselves ad vised of 
advise the Bureau, I pointed out 

"a pocket full" of Bie^Tommittee subpoenas, 
them. 




£gd out and that 
Les, and 

. r has 

apparent lyTio^IseS any of 





If*. Z-IjPZ? 



Jit regard to 
ac'tireo*ed to i'r 
t/ie activttfe* 0/ one 
should be ta'rten up vitl 



194Z, 



U 

the attached *enerandum of October £l, v x 
byj Z uvervts or I'u^ford concerning j 
_ X think this natter ^ 
I'll, because basically, it seens to 



r.e to be r.ost undesirable that a »an coa hold a Lieutenancy 
Kith <W? and presumably be jiotng all of hie tine to that 
organization, and then ** cat e to taxe a leave of absence 
o> a ueek or two weeks and proceed off on a private inves- 
tigation for either a congressional CozMttUe or ooe« 
private detective agency. Jt is all siott ooT^sU^^anc 
of course definitely undetirable* Either VHHBV»" : ** 
to 6c kept i» the ire;? t0 Ar *y ******* or r*l* a * e£ 

entirely therefrom and perform civilian function*. 



re definitely have the Jurisdiction 
investigation of any subversive activities upon 



over the 

the part 

of Jerald i. £%^tth or FctM^JZ^JliilfJl. and u doe * 
ten^To^laTify ihe'^ picture at all for an Inti vt^al to 
be going in and out of the Any to conduct investigations 
for persons not connected vith the Amy. I woula like to 
have this natter taken up with Colonel Bis&ell and see 
whether a etop cannot be put to it. 






Tery truly yours 



Mr 



M 



_ .M INFORMATION CONTAINED 

is unclassified John Edgar Hoover 



Tolson 
r. E. A. T» 
Mr. CI 
Mr. 01 

Mr. Lidd 

Mr. Nieholi 

Mr. Bomb 

Mr . Tr«c7_ 



Mr. Canon 

Mr, Coff«7 

Mr. He&don___ 

Mr . Kramer 

Mt . McGuire 

Mr, Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Neaae 
Gaudy. 



Attachment 

"fTee irr. Tarn's copy) 




r .mom d. o. 




, OHN EDGAR HOOVER 




c -fry. 

ttmtril £tat ?a Department of Iiwtlre 



Mr." B. .A ."Timm 
Mr. Oltvin. 



GCB: 



Hovember 3, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAPP 



Tfimm and 

.ana 



Reference 



Mr. T,«dd ^ 
Mr. NieWla^ ^^ 
Mr. Roian 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Colfey ' 

Mr. Hindoo 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGoire 

Mr. Harbo, 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Naaia. 



Is made to the Director's memorandum to Mr. 

25, 1942, with reference to th* art.1vi*Aeftn, a 
f a G-2 emp loy eg At Chicago. Mr. Hoover uin Gandy 

structecT tMt the matter be taken up with Colonel Bisaell to see \ 

why a G-2 employee should be granted leave in order to work for the 
Dies Committee In making an investigation of Gerald L. K. Smith and 
Father Coughlin. 




I discussed this matter 
presence Colonel Bissell called 
the 6th Service Command in Chica' 
sell that Congressman Dies had sent a wi 

eral of trm 6th Spnrice Command asking 



and in the writer's 
is the G-2 officer in 
advised Colonel Bis- 
urand, Commanding Gen- 
hft Innnp.d to his ocm- 
™j.tt ge f o mflVg c^ t\*1t\ i nvestigations . General Aurand, not knowing what to do 
with this request tjefgrred ^ it to the Adjutant General's Office f wh iffh organi- 
zation authorized^^f-^^t Hn wh*+. m e s wante_< L General Aurand did not 
know what was expected of ^ jiij^3 % Mand Colonel Bissell personally severely 
criticized ^^^^t^^Sf^K]^^^^^^' advising Gener al_Aurand of the pr obable 
use to be mac B> Colonel Bissell told | ■ that 




the Gerald L. 



heriCoughlin investiga 




tely within^ 



the jurisdiction "bT.'EEe FBI and stated that by allowing a G-2 man to enter into £ 



«W5 



the FBI's Jurisdiction even under the cloak of the Dies Committee was very 
barrass lng t<^ G-2 headquarters in Washington. I heard Colonel B iasell advice 
fjjl jthat it was very ^mprnpar tar Hm"tn fMI to advise General 
ismatter and heard him st a+* th?t 1t Tfl* imprnpor f!nr 

I to enter into this investigation . 



S 

[was apparently very apologetic about his dereliction^ 
and stated that Mfcjgj ffi J was back on duty with G-2, He also stated to Colone^ 
Bissell that anynStherre quests of this type will be immediately referred to J 
G-2 in Washington for consideration, 






Resr^ctfully^^V^ir^ 
'G. C. Burton J 13 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DETROIT fil*n,. 62-l»6 




THIS CASK ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



REPORT MADS AT 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



DATE WHIN MADS 

11/13/42 



pniOD ron 

WHICH MACS 



n 



^9Tio/iA2- 



GERALD LYlfiAN KENNETH SUITJi, 
with aliases Gerald L. K* Smith, Gerald L» K. 
Q Schmidt; THE A 0010aTTEE OF 1,000,000 



RETORT MADC BY 



cHAucm or cask 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



w 



Further information corroborating SMITHES 
support by<f ord Motor Company and free 
office spa be* Further information concern- 
ing SMITH'S anti-Jewish attitude and declar- 
ations* SMITH complied with request of 
Treasury Department and recently filed 
income tax return for 1938* SMITH'S explan- 
ation for late filing, attacked United States 
Government for haras sin 
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SKITH deieatedTIn SSa^Eiec^ioTlor noi 
at ion as Republican Candidate for United 
States Senator from Michigan but received 
120,000 votes* After conference with Senator 
RQBERT^ftEYNOLDS, SMITH ran as independent 
Republican Candidate for election to same * 
office. SMITH still ij 
^^^or^ompany through 

W M an <* attempting to contact CHARLES A. 

% LINDBERGH. SMITH has specifically intimated 
that he plans to organize an independent "L<7. 
Republican Party, which will sponsor CHARLES A. ; P/ 
LINDBERGH for Presiden t. SMITH rec eiving • 
financia^support from 

W*) fk^i^nal Worke 
endorsed SMITH.. - ' ^ INFORMATION CONTAINED • 

HEREIN IS M 

ms\ i 03 IH >^ ' v. x> 





InCMLAHHT 



i f by « M ^H^'m /^ 



*eau 

1 USA. Detroit 
3 Detroit 



2 New Orleans 




DO MOT WRIT* IN THtAc 




•Aw',',,'!;- 




(Detroit file 62-1126) 



REFERENCE: 



Report of Special Agent 
dated September 2, 1942 at Detroit, 




\" — — " 



gen. 



AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 




DETAILS: 



had heard that SMITH gets $1,000*00 a week from the Ford Motor Company. He 
also said that the contributions which are received from followers of SMITH, 
are usee zo carry t»no expenses w« w*iw w^* 4 , u w>fIi xii^ume comes 

from outside sources, such as the money, which he is believed to 
from the Ford MotorCor 




w ermant also learned that S1GTK was a close friend^l 
GERALD WINRQD of Wichita, Kansas, 





/ 




Informant suppUed two copies of the July, 1942 issue of 
"The Cross And The Flag", one of which is being forwarded to the Bureau, 

At a later date, Informant supplied the writer with twe 
copies of the August, 1942 issue of "The Cross And The Flag", one of which' 
being forwarded to the Bureau* 

Informant also supplied copies of SMITH'S campaign, 
literature which appears to be purely political and for that purpose if 
being forwarded to the Bureau but is being retained in the files of t; 
Detroit Field Office* 



(Detroit me 62-1126) 



charges that SMITH was anti- Jewish* Informant stated that SMITH always denied 
these charges against him and went to great pains to prove that the prejudice 
was all on the other side and that the Jews were making it hard for SMITH to 
get along with them* Informant stated that he believed SMITH was genuinely 
anti~ Jewish in his sentiments but said that he expressed this prejudice only 
in subtleties* He elaborated by saying that the sort of propaganda, which 
SMITH intends to revoke anti- Jewish prejudice, is represented by his defense 
of Father COUGHLIN»S "Freedom Of The Speech", by his slogan "CHRIST First In 
America", and by his repeated challenge to T/ALTERpWINCHELL that WINCHELL'S 
Rabbi and SMITH'S Pastor should select a Catholic priest and these three 
ehnT»r.hrnftw wmil H then con sider wheth er SMITH had ever done 



■-"Tiii 



Informant stated that outside of the ?a< 
SMITH is anti* Jewish and is a power seeker, he has never had any indication 
that SMITH is Fascist ic ally inclined* 

Informant said that several years ago he recalled SMITH 
having said that GERALD WINROD was a very dangerous Jew baiter and potentially 
a dangerous Fascist leader and should be watched* 

Informant stated that he had no knowledge, of any contact 
that SMITH had ever had with TiTLLIAM DUDLEY PELLET, ELIZABETH DHUNG, or any 
officials of the Ford Motor Company* 

Informant also stated he was unaware of any arrangement 
by which SMITH was obtaining free office space in the Industrial Bank Building, 

Informant concluded by saying that undoubtedly SMITH'S 
repeated attacks on the Administration and its persecution of the war effort 
tend to check the public faith in the Administration but he said that he was 
unable to state whether SMITH' was merely a critic or else a seditionist with 
some further axe to grind* 
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(Detroit file 62-1026) * 




_ whose identity is known to Ln& 

the Bureau, advised that on September 15, 1942 Subject was defeated in his 
attempt to obtain the Republican nomination for the office of United States 
Senator from Michigan. SMITH offered to his friends the explan&tion that 
the New Deal Democrats feared that he would be too strong a Eepublican 
opponent and consequently the Democrats voted against him in the Republican 
Ticket in the non-partisan primary election (under Michigan law the primary 
elections are open to voters of all parties without restriction requiring 
them to vote only for candidates of their own party). 

SMITH explained to his mother, who resides in Delavan, 
Wisconsin, that "they passed the word down the line for all the Jews to vote 
end they had a holiday so that they, the Jews, stepped in the last minute 
and they beat me but all the white people voted for me". SMITH continued 
that, although he lost the election, he received 120,000 votes, which gave 
him the balance of power in Michigan and prevented any candidate from being 
elected without the support of SMITH'S followsing. 

According to the Informant, SMITH advised ^^^^^^^^3 M 
of Lansing, Michigan, that, although he lost the primary election, he succeeded 
in promoting in Michigan strong sentiments against the New Deal. SMITH * 
thought that with his large following he could lay the foundation for a good 
organization with the cooperation of "several of them". 




who is active in United Mothers of 
America and who with ISHFITosbano: was a former member of the America First 
Committee, as previousi^reported^ias been contacting Miss ELIZABETH DILLING 
of Chicago, Illinois* ■ (made the suggestion to SMITH that all the 

pre-Pearl Harbor IsolatJonTstsandthe opponents of the New Deal should unite 
into an a 11- American Party and in this way their strength would be felt. 
SMITH'S associates immediately began working on this idea soliciting contri- 
butions by mail and private telenjionecallsforthe^D^litical campaign. SMITH 
himself attempted to contact IK Bonn Aluminum and 
Brass Corporation, When he wasunaTletoreacniE^^ he spoke to 

saying, "They are neglecting sometnH^Tnatis terribly important 



\>1 




_ Z ■ x. 



1 1 t 1 1- 



1 A » _ 



1 A. 



ana ii ne doesn't, get, in toucn nun me, xi is going to do too iste. 



be a caee of everybody getting his pictures in the papers all over the country 
unless they get together and see how they are going to operate « n SMITH 
concluded by saying, "I can't go to work and I can't protect anybody 
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"> JAMES ROWE, JR. 

TMK AMItTAHT TO TMI ATTO«N»r QOKmU. 



department of Justice 

3ffla*fnngtoii 






CC-285 





JPHatIS 
Date: a^ber 10, 1942 



To: 



SAC, Indianapolis 

■ 7 



, ■ ■ v : A '.V'.. " vV''*-* ''."i - -'♦* 
«-„■■. t:..« J---'- * ; > • a • ■' 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

^COlOaTTEE OF ONE MILLIOI 
IMTEHNAL SBCUKITT - SKDITIOI 



The Bureau ie in receipt of a recent comflnn^at^n^from 

th e Department, which rcqueete that inquiry oe wade 
— — inforaant in thle mP 



connection the 



cosB&ani 



l ff!tt l li"'naB rec eived infor mation from several nndiecloae d gourceg to 
the affect that mM*iHmm-LJr , **~*- ' ^ m 




you ahould promptly inform the Bureau as to whether the record* 
Mentioned, or any ♦Imilar records available to you, g ive any lndice^ 
tion that ?fr " ■ ■ ^ilMliiii'iyiiif-- -fyf^r^T 




The Detroit Office ahould check any pertinent reibrde of 
I 11 '* 3 0l !° n ^Tfa type mentioned which are available in Detroit, andlahouJ.d further 
Mr. B. A. "^^jfora the Bureau of any Inf oraaUon in lta poase ealon^bongerninf 

fit.cutt U m clrcuM uncee ^mm^mmmmmmmmm:,' * 5 0 • 

Mr. m>Tr» 



Mr. L*dd __LCQMillUNICATIONS SECTION 

LMr. Ni«ho*_ - 

~ M AILED O 



r. Roiid 



(r. Cof !•: 
r. Htndo 
r. Knm« 
. McGttir* 



~~ir. CanoJ 



-ftDCTKl tUREAU OF f IIVCSriGATlOII 
—Bra; OEf^MEMTyOF lUSTlCt 



* Quino Tamm 



T 



■ c- v; 



N*tt« 



Gandy 



.'UN CONTAINS -l 
^CLASSIFIED % 





ST2 



pyfiOTjy fop p t flffa 



TBS ASS^TANT 19 TH* ATT° 



S3 flpws 



RBI GERALD L. K« SMITH 

COMMIT? KB 0? ONE MTLLI 
1ST EES AL S BCD BITT 
8EDITI0B 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

MiN fS UNCLASSIFIED i 
DATE- — ^6y5u.^ BY^^zi^ 



Reference Is had to your ae ooran&m of Ceoeaber l f 1%2. ybftraln 
requested that the Bureau I nvesti gate , , . . { 

Information oon- 




Mr. Quinn Taram 

Mr. Nease _ 
Miss Gandy 



Lt he received A telophona call from 



51 JAN 2 





t c[ob A.MV* 




Ueaorandoa for Kr. Jaaea Eoee, /r # 
The Aaalatant To The Attorney aenereX 



Pm 2 



on the eornlng of October 17, I9t»2, end that la anew to 
bo went to t he latter** hotel about Ci3Q AgjU a nd thereafter 
coopany with 





constantly In 





B» Infornent In this natter stated that ho had not 
prior to October 17, end that he la not f urther conrereaot with the latter*! 
acUrlUej. He did atate, however, that] (had told hla that he, , 

^t^^SM arrived in Indlanapolle >ffB H|t t on the noming of Cctober 
ajwu in thle connection It vaa determined th*tg ■^hacked In at the 
Uncoln Hotel at 70S on that date* ^^^^ m 



^TCBrTSrxH^^ji 



Incpliy pertaining to 
Is being conducted and joS 
foraatlon developed* 




tlrltiei 



Tory truly youre, 



John Edgar Boovi 
Dtrectcr 



A*.~ 



department of Jutftke 

<&ttitt of nje SMtetant to fye Stttotnfp General 

December 12, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J* K. 




In accordance with our conversation thfs morning, I am listing 
below the Bureau's reports which appear in the file I have examined 
in the Gerald L. K? Sm ith case. Would you be good enough to let me 
know what other material the Bureau has in connection with this case. 





1 


i. 


May 20, 1941 


Agent 






2. 


April 27, 1942 - 


Agent 




5 3 


3. 


June 6, 19^2 


Agent 






4. 


June 29, 1942 


Agent* 




7/ 


5. 


May 23, 1942 






/it 


6. 


July 22, 1942 






M U 


7. 


August 11, 1942 - 


Agent 






8. 


August 11, 1942 - 


Agent 






9. 


August 25, 1942 - 


Agent 


I - 


1 WO. 


August 29, 1942 - 


Agent 




f i : 


11. 


August 28, 1942 - 


Agent 






12. 


September 2, 1942- 


Agentl 



Detroit 
Detroit 



- Kansas City 
India napolis 
- Atlanta 
Orleans 



C. E. Rhetts 
Special Assistant to the 
Attorney General 





0 



JPHa:tto 
12/14/42 
62-43816 




1/ 



m ASSISTAM tO fRl ATTOHMT 



Attention! Mr. 0. 3. Ihcttf 



Mr. Talioa 
Mr. C. l.Ttmm 

Mr. Cl»ir 

Mr. 01*tU 
Mr. L* 



. - H3i qg^LD L. K. SMITH * 

.-,:•„, — — • *v.«.,. . IIT2R3aL SSCORJtT - # 

SSDJTIOI 

Reference Is sad* to the mm random addressed under date of 
December 13, 1942, by Mr. C, 8. Rhetts to Nr. J# X. Hunfcrd of this 
Bureau, which set forth a list of the Bureaus reports In thlt aattar 
which Kr. Rhetts hao boon able to looato to data. 

Tor /our assistance in Ihio aattar, thoro aro enumerated and 
described below tho other reports and items of oorreepondenoe between 
the Bureau and the Department In this oase as refit o ted by tho Bureau 1 ! 
filesi 



1. A aemor&ndua dated January 2, 1942, addressed to 
Mr. Lawrence If. C. Smith, transmitting copies of three 
leaflets entitled "13 Hi stakes of President Franklin X>. 
*eoseTelt"j "Committee of l,000,000"i "Petition to 
Congress and President Roosevelt 16 A.B.T." 

2. A memorandum dated ?ebruary 9, 1942, addressed to Mr. 
Lawrence Jt. 0. Smit h. tranemlttln g * oopy of tho report 
of Special Agent Mfc^-.^jW dated Hay 30, 1941, at 
Detroit, Xlohigan. sfc>7<-^ £^ 

3. A memorandum dated February ll t 1943, to assistant 2g 
Attorney Oeneral Vendell Berge, transmitting a copy of S 
the circular prepared by smith entitled "fhe UhdelireredS 
Speech." ^ 

4. A memorandum dated April 37, 1943, addressed to tho 
Attorney Oeneral setting forth certain Information at t 

"Mention to run for tho office of Ifolted State 




Mr. Nl 
Mr. Ro 
Mr. Tr 
Mr. Cm 
Mr. Co 
Mr. Ht 
Mr. Kr 

Mr. McGuirt 

Mr. Qui dp Tima 

Mr. Ntait 

Min C«ndy 



dated April 26, 1942, addressed to 
ttorney Oeneral Vendell Berge transmit ting 
he April, 1942 issue of "Tho Cross and tho 
71ag." J . ft 
e o T romrHtn> s>u or *vmamoTaa<fcm dated Hay 11, 19^ tS add*eVilec \o Assistant 
Tmy tmTMm Attorney q sneral Vendell Berge transmit ting a photo statio 
m~ 6T repress release of tho Comm^fcs^e*3J?&00,000 dated 

1942, and a portfoUVW M speeches bflr^-ith 




1 — ^ 



V 



( 

\ 



I 
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10. 



11. 



ia, 



is. 



14. 



dellrered orer radio Station *7B at Detroit, prior to April 3T, 

1941. This aeaorandna aloo traacaltted a topy of tho April, 194»"-' - " 

issue of "tho Orooo aad tho Flan*.* ; . 

A aeaorandna datod Kay 3*. 1942, addreteed to Mr. Jam lm, Jr., 
oottlac forth c urtain information eoioml&| an taterrtev had vlth Lies 

* aenorandun datod too 9, 1943, addressed to As tt stent Attoraoy I 
General Wende ll Bergo, vhloa traa oalttod a copy of tho roport of I 
Special Agent J p a % Detroit, Klehlcaa, oa Kay 23, 1942. 

* »»aorandna datod Jane 11, 1943, addressed to Assistant Attorney W? 
9enera^tendel^erge t trantalttln* a copy of tho report of Special / 

pat Washington, D. 0., on Juno 4, 1943, together / 
with poows*a*ic eoploo of ouhjoet'o weekly broadcast froa October 39. 
1941 to Decembar 34 # mi. 

Kaaor&adna datod Juno 13, 1943, addressed to tho Attoraoy Oeaeral 
enclosing a copy of a eoatoaplatod radio address ufcich vaft to hauo 
bean dolirarod by subject oa June ?« 1943. 

A aeaoraadua datod Juno 19, 1943, addrottod to Aooittoat Attoraoy 
General VoadaU Berge transmitting photos tat ie copies of twenty-three 
radio addresses delivered by subject orer Static* u7B, Detroit, 
Doceaber. 1941, to Kay, 1943, as veil as a copy of tho transcript of 
subjsct'o speech deli wed at the Xacoabcee Building, Detroit. Klch- 
l«oat •» May 12. 1943. 

* •omoreadaa dated June 19, 1943, addressed to Assistant Attoraoy 
general WeadoU Barge transmit tin* a copy of tho report of Special 

^ dated at Detroit, Klehlcaa, oa June 11, 1943. 

Heme randan addressed to Assistant Attoraoy General Voadoll Berge 

oa July 31 » 1943. traaaalttlin a copy of tho roport of Speoiul 
* 4sm% M p dated oa June 39, 1943 at Detroit, Klehlgaa, 

aad copies or subject' o radio Vroadeast froa Station Wl, Detroit, 
for Kay 31 and June 7, 1943. Aloe transmitted with this aoaorandua 
copy of the June, 1943 issue of •The Cross aad tho Flag.* 




A aoaoraadaa dated August 19, 1943, addressed to Assistant Attoraoy 
Oeaeral VendeU Berge transmitting copi e s of . reports submitted oa 
August 11, 1942_brSpeciaW£ent >of Detroit and 

Special A««nt«^j^|^^W&t MSII UUy, together with a copy 
of tho July, 1942 issus of ■The Crocs and tho Flag." 



IB. A eopy of tho roport aado by Special Agent 

Indianapolis, Indiana, oa October 21, 1942,' trans* 
DlTislon of Records under date of HoTeaber 3, 1943. 





- s - 



* TT raB f!" 5. 1942. iddriiNd to Aatl.fat 

Attorao? Qaaaral »wdiU Barco adrlolac of traaoaittol 

*o*«aoor 8. 1943, to t ho PlTl«Ua of Booordo of « #ojr 
of tho roport «f »p«ci«i ifniHMit Atlaata- 
©•ortfa. Octobor 20 1 loajlaaaaaaaaaaaaaaW - 

XT. Koaorandaa addroitad to A««itUot Attomoj 0«ml V«adall 

^If!i *•■«*•■' •dTUla* of tho traao- L^d/ 

aittal to tho WTltion of Booordo aador da to of Dactabor 11 1*49 P 
•t tha r.port oahalUod by Special ^^| B jy|gj*2^|^"2. 
ot Chariot ta, lorth Carolina oa SapUabaWI^H^Wl"* 

phototUtio co P7 of oub>et»> pqftleatloa -Too Nook Sooa«ralt.» 



18. A rapart aada by Special A*nt ^BiM aaaalt Dotrol* 
WcMiaa datad D.ooabor U. 194l^KRfflIBtt2 U lb. 
sivltloa of locordi aador dato of fiooofcar 14. 1949. 

aboTo to^h^ 0 ?^ r T rt * !!* 5f corroopoadoaco littod 

S!!;*l!r « "l*^ 1 reporU »«tloaod U Kr. Shattt* aaaoraadia. 
ST^i Sil^ii ! f i ttt lafonBatloa ha. boaa rac.lrad aad "•aTalttad 

EL? ■* % * rl S 1,1110,1 J™ cattno * locato will, of ooaroo. bo 
furalibod oa your Jhrtwr r«qiu«t. »• 



Tory truly youro. 



Joaa Sd^ar Koovoy 
Oirootor 




JPHaiWJ 

12-11-42 



MBOnAgDOM FDR MR. JtiftS BQ»K f JR; % 



Attention Jtr. 8. RhetW 



mnn v v out«a 

JLtt/ «• «V« WJ M 

ITJBK Of OHS IULUOI 

IlfErfRNAL SECURItC .7.'.'.- ■*"" 

sRurnoir 



- ,f ■ 



.-■'«■/ 



Pursuant to the request nade Kr« C, S. Rhette 
on Decenber 10, 1942, of Kr. J. K. Ituarford of this Bureau, 
there is transmitted herewith a photostatic copy of the 
document ureDared in connection with thle uttM> Hv — a^B 



1 - ^ 

0 7 " 



As you will no doubt recall, the original of this 
document was aade available to thle Bureau as an enclosure 
with a »«Borandusi tram the Attorney General dated 
October 28, 19a, X ■ /.<-. ^ . .• ' K 



' v. 



Tary truly youri, 




Mr. Tolton_; 

Mr. E. A.Ttma. 

Mr. CUgi 

Mr. OU tin ... 

Mr. L»<1<1 

Mr. Nleholf 

Mr. Roian 

Mr. Trie* 



:-;>X -ry = . Mm Cdfar Hoover 



V - 



Director 



Bicloeuro 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAWf 




Mr. Canon 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendon , 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. UeGuira 

Mr. Qui nq Tamm 



QAT E ! *»fr /«* 1 ^ f^^j^^i^fi 

| ★ DEC 12 1942. P -^PL V JV 



(t'^MAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

" I o i^si^TKtS! 'JF JL?TXE 



DEC 



T 'I 



1 



1JU1 G«Ddy, 



Jit 



33 JAN 71943 



aootcbs war to 



AMD RCFXN TO 




KFfttFTtfl,«TR« 
Ufr-28-43 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

JAN *6 1949' 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J* EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Ret Gerald L* KpSmith 

^pom mlttee of O ne Million 



Mr. Tolaan — 
Mr. K. A. Tmm 

Mt. Clagg 

Mr. Olavln — 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nicholi.. 
Mr. Rosen ... 

Mr. Traey 

Mr. Caraon 

Mr. Coffvy 

Mr. H«adon . 
Mr. Kruacr 
Mr. McGuira 
Mr. QnlnnTi 
Mr. N**a«- 
MIm Cud;. 
FUa« 



This refers to my memorandum dated December 23, 1942 
requesting Information or an investigation to ascertain whether 
or not Smiths was a -candidate at the Michigan general election 
for senator in 1942* required to file a statement of campaign 
contributions and expenditures under the Federal Corrupt Practices 
Act of 1925a Since the dispatch of that memorandum , Smith has > 
filed an account in the Office of the Secretary of the Senate. \ 
Washington. D. C. This account was not notarized or dated, and 
the date of receipt is not a matter of public record* It shows 
contributions of $8545»31 and expenses of $8395*02* 

The omissions in the statement, taken with Smith's 
denial that he was a candidate In a letter filed therewith, 
suggest that he does not admit his candidacy; notwithstanding this 
quotation from The Cross and The Flag for December, 1942, page 8i 
•I sou 0i t the Senate as an independent sticker candidate** . It Is 
therefore requested that you continue the investigation requested 
on December 23, 1942 to establish the exact facts of Smith's cam- 
paign with a view to proving his candidacy. It is also suggested 
that you determine his actual contributions and expenditures for 
comparison with those set out in his filed statement. It will also 
be appreciated if you will procure and forward the statement of 
contributions in the primary election requested in the first para- 
graph of the memorandum referred to above* 



Respectfully, 




Lawrence M. 




Smith 



^2 



Chief, Special War {Policies Unit 



JpHli EPGAR HOOVER 
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federal Bureau of Ittuesttgattmt 
Kntteb State* Department of Iiwtire 
Waat}\ ttgton, B* 0. 

Detroit , Michigan 
January 6, 1943 




Director^ 

Federal bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

BE: 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 

CEROID L. k/ SMITH waa; 
TTIMOMMITTEE OF ONE- MTLLICN 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 



Please^e^dv^e^J^^^^e^p^^wing additional infor- ^<^Q 



known to 70a: 



SMITH'S principal activity since his defeat in the 
election for the office of Uaited States Senator from the State of Michi^Ji 
has been the formation of a third political party. At first, he was 
planning to naDB this political party "ThrTDfferican Party" but now he plans 
to call it w Tha*5afety First Party" • He claims that ha has no intention 
of creating an independent third party but that the purpose of the party 

party system in America and prevent the recurrence of a situation such as 
in 19 UO when both the Republican candidate and the Democratic candidate 
were working hand in hand as New Dealers. 

SMITH has been in very close touch with HARKI .BENNETT, 
Personnel Director of tte Ford Motor Company and has been reporting to BENNETT 
the progress that has been made In the formation of this political party. 
SMITH'S principal contact man who has been active in New Tork and Washington , 
has 1 ^aasBEsggggsytt^i gf Cleveland. Ohio- h Vcs 




While SMITH was contemplating using the name "The American 
Party" he ascertained that the identical name had already been used by Mr s. 
BIANCH&-WNTERS, 6127 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan.^ Mrs^ WINTERS 
was contacted by SMITH and SMITH'S new attorney, Mr. u. 3. i^nlGGBLCM. It 
was learned from Mrs. WINTERS that although she had organized the American Party 
in fourteen states it was politically dead in Michigan in that it was not 

ed to be listed on the official ballot. St J] < \ J ' ) 

SMITH in discussing his p^ans aJlth M ; s.'" WINDERS, "SaH that 
Ks COWES DESTROYED INDEX FT) 1 

PUrW-W.+'P ' E mm 



BUY 

united 

STATE* 
SAVINGS 
lONDS 



16 6 



1343 



( 



Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L, K. SMITH was 

January 6, 1942 



there was going to be an American Party in order to force the Republican 
Party to do the right thing and felt that she had chosen a very appropriate 
name, Mrs. TOTTERS agreed that the Republicans must not allow WTTJ.KIE to be 
nominated again and that a party such as the American Party would make the 
Republican Party stay In line. SMITH made the point that It was very important 
tp*have delegates to the National Convention and he pointed out tha t ROBERT 
>TOrriG, Detroit Organizer of the America First Committee made it a point ~ 

SMITH reiterated that the America First Organization should 
never have been discontinued. SMITH expressed his opinion to Mrs. WINTERS 
that perhaps it would be better to reorganize the&merica First Committee 
all over the country and such organization could be achieved before actually 
making an. attempt to organize a third political party* SMITH said he did 
not think that the third party should be formed until public opinion was 
tested to see if the people would receive a compromise organization* 

SMITH explained that his desire was merely to set up a mach- 
inery to put candidates on the ballots in case the people were betrayed by 
both the Republican and. Democratic Parties as they were in 1940* He said the 
one great lack was a working mechanism to <h this* He stated that a known 
partisan organization such as the Committee of One Million could not finance 
such a movement since it was against the law* He considered the name America 
First Party to indicate that it was merely a sort of committee' registered 
to collect funds and to do business* 

SMITH discussed with his friend former 
outstanding member of the America First Committee in Detroit, his ideas and 
catch phrases for the political movement* He asked KNOWLES how he liked 
the catch phrase "The America First Party, America first and safety first" - 
"This is not a third party, it la a guarantee of the preservation of the 
two party systera" and "No international government, but a national govern- 
ment with an independent destiny.* / 

SMITH' suggested that the personality symbol should be 
GEORGE WASHINGTON who stood for isolation; the spiritual symbol the cross 
and the flag (the same as for the committee of one mm ion); and the patriotic 
symbol the American eagle* 

SMITH also propounded the slogan "Isolationism is not dead, 
America must remain independent* GEORGE WASHINGTON, not HENRY WALLACE, shall 
determine the destiny of America". SMITH also suggested the slogan "Clothe 
America first, Feed America first, Defend America first, and defend the four 
freedoms of America first*" SMITH thou^it that all these slogans mi^it be 
used in the launching of the campaign of the Safety First Party* SMITH 
believed that if the Republican or Democratic Parties nominated such a man as 
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Senator BURTON I^^HKKT.KR or CHARLES aJ-^INDHERG, then there would be no need 
to have an Independent political movement. SMITH emphasized that hie principal 
deeire was to launch a Safety First movement without either the Democratic or 
Republican Parties feeling that he was out to displace them. 

Stfrra is attempting to interest Mrs. P AUiT^IT ZS IMMONS , 
Newport, Rhode Island, vice-chairman of the Republican National Committee in 
his political movement* On December 21, 1942, Informant advised that SMITH 
received a telegram from Mrs. FITZS IMMONS as follows i 

••Writing you today* Could you send 
me six copies of the circular dated 
December 1* Many thanks." 

SMITH discussed his plans for the piitical movement with 
Captain J0HN-4KEVDR of New Tork City, New York* TREVOR advised SMITH that he 
had been questioned by an investigator from the United States Treasury Department 
as to the amount of money he had given SMITH* It had been alleged that 
TREVOR had given SMITH $500.00 but TREVOR said he told the investigator he could 
not recall having given SMITH anything, SMITHS connect was "Liberty is beginning 
to show her head"* SMITH advised TREVOR that in the instant political campaign 
in Michigan he had polled 112,000 votes and that he had to be candidate in order 
to stay on the radio. SMITH then explained his purpose to TREVCR in forming a 
New Party and said that this New Party would not back a candidate of their am 
ranks but would rather there was a good member of an old party. . In other words, 
the purpose of the New Party would be "to chastise" the other parties. 

SMITH added the Democratic and Republican politicians were 
afraid of ifoat SMITH himself, HENR3WCRD, and Reverend CHARLES E^COUGHLIN were 
going to do but SMITH made it clear that all they wanted to do was "just be 
good Americans". They thought it was good patriotism to say "America First". 

Captain TREVCR connented that there were quite a few that 

agreed with them. 

4 SMITH has also been obtaining assistance frcm Mr. R. A . 
OFFUAN. in organizing his independent political movement. He has requested 
r. COFFMAN to proceed to Atlanta, Georgia and contact Governor EUSaEjJPAIA4ADGE. 

SMITH has also discussed his plans with Mr. J. EDWARJT30NES 
of New Tork City and Baton Rouge, Louisiana* SMITH told JONES that he had 
received a two-page letter from Congressman HAMILTON _£JSH whom he had lauded 
in the most recent Issue of the "Cross and the Flag". SMITH remarked that 
HAMILTON FISH had asked SMITH to write an analysis of the ROOSEVELT Political 
Philosophy and SMITH promised to send a copy of this analysis to JONSS. 
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SMITH also discussed his plans for an independent political 
party with Captain EARli^OuTHAHD of Chicago, Illinois, and SOUTHARD felt that 
a third party should be formed as a measure of preparedness in case the 
Republican Party should "sell out" to the New Dealers like they did in 1940, 
SMITH repeated to HUBERT H.yOTXER and Mrs. MURRAytfNOWLES that Captain SOUTHARD 
had related that Captain SOUTHARDS brother was in Hong Kong and was grossly 
mistreated by the Japanese* Captain SOUTHARD had further been captured by the 
Japanese and they cut off his toes and Inflicted 23 wounds on his body* SMITH 
co nm anted that "if we don f t stop sending this stuff to Russia and get down to 
fighting this war we will be defeated for the Japs are the strongest nation in 
the world." SMITH described Captain KARL SOUTHARD as being "with the 
Chicago Tribune." 

Tfhen SMITH related this story to Mrs. KNCWLES he added his 
own comment "these internationalists and Jews don't care what happens to our 
people in the Pacific* They are only concerned with Hitler." SMITH criticised 
Senator-elect HCM52l^FERGlE0N for "consorting with Jews". SMITH explained his 
opinion that now is the appropriate time to come out with an anti-League of 
Nations Campaign* SMITH suggested that the proper line of propaganda would be 
to argue that if we enter into any form of world government the distribution 
which will remain thereunder will result in taking our food, our rubber, and 
everything and give it to all the others* SMITH was emphatic that all the 
propaganda should point out that all our efforts should be made toward improving 
the conditions under which the United States soldiers live because "nothing is 
too good for our soldiers." Mrs* KNOVLES suggested that SMITH should campaign 
for free transportation for soldiers on furlou^i* SMITH suggested that it was 
a good Idea to permit free transportation while on furlough once each year* Mrs* 
KNCMLES thought that she would suggest four times a year* SMITH countered with 
saying that the platfozm could bee free transportation for soldiers on furlough 
at least once a year* \f 

_ advised further that GERALD SMHft\ 

is Continuing to collaborate with Reverend £. J.-HOLLDKJS, who is an associate-— ~. 
of Reverend GERALD B^?fTNR0D of Wichita, Kansas* SMITH has accommodated ROLLINGS 
by having his stenographic force prepare various stencils for ROUJNGS, mimeo- 
graphed letters for SMITH and ROLLINGS together and attempted to obtain small 
religious souveniers for transmission to men in the forces of the United States. }p$ 

SMITH, as previously reported by| |fhas attempted \ 

to contact CHARI£S-BORHNS0N, vice-president of the PoraToto^Tompany, believed 
to be SMITH'S cousin by marriage* SMITH'S purpose was to prevail upon Mr* 
S0RENS0N to urg e HENRY FCRD to writ e a personal letter to the Clevela nd Local 
Draft Board of ^ Requesting the deferment of young | ^ 
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This request la based upon his essential activity at the Ford Motor Company. Mr* 
FORD actually wrote such a letter by the draft board in Cleveland classified 
youn^B ■ in Class 1-A and ordered him to report for physical examination. 
Mr, Si^^^^r now attempting to get HENRI FCRD to request an appeal. 




SMITH suggested that young J ■that he should attempt 
to obtain a commission in the United States Navy^SlffrH said that he had 
heard that the Army was getting too big and that th e Navy enlistments were 
goi ng to b e favorecL SMITH to ^W^^^^^^^^^^f tlfi t be *culd interview 
who was in charge of Wxf^^RELrecrulting for the United Statee 
Troit* SMITH described BBl as a man whom HARRY BENNETT elected 
for the Board of Regents of the UiOTarsity of Michigan but was not the one 
that had been the coach of football at Northwestern University* 

SMITH commented favorably on the replacement of LEON 
" — HENDERSON by PRENTISS Mg^Bjfofll to the Head of the OPA because even though SMITH 
disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS M. BROWN, he said he would rather have a 
white man from Michigan than a Jew from New Tork* 

SMITH commented to a person unknown to Informant that it 
was difficult to shop in Detroit daring the Christmas buying season because 
of the negroes and foreigners made it uncomfortable for the "regular people". 

Investigators of the Treasury Department are continuing 
their investigation of SMITH'S Income tax returns from 1936 through 1941. 
This investigation, according to informant, is because SMITH displayed some 
anxiety although he frequently states to his friends that he has nothing to 
worry about because he has reported every cent of income he ever had* He 
blames the institution of this investigation on is usual enemies* SMITH'S 
most bitter enemy continues to be WALTER-^TLNCHELL concerning whom he wrote an 
article in the December issue of the "Cross and the Flag" entitled "WALTKR 
WINGHELL - The Pop-Gun Patriot"* SMITH is still planning to institute a 
million dollar law suit against WALTER WINCHEEX In the near future, the 
principal issue which he is now discussing with his Attorney USA HBGGBLCM 
is whether It will be possible to institute the suit In Detroit, Michigan. 
SMITH is adverse to instituting the suit in the Eastern District of New York, 
s outhem Division because he was afraid that in New York there was danger that 
there migit be a Jew on the Jury which would ruin his chances. 

SMITH stated that he had received information that a 

m J J.J. - _ J.1 «■■ 4. ~ A U _ #Vt«s_ A nvAs4 \er «4- * 4- Via A U*»\ B t.nnfr. United 

o mrn-L ui»ee ua uie oeiieiuc nvuxu uo iukuou w unBiVJ(,Q«« w»w «ww*~»— — • 

States Attorney General and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of the 

New Deal. SMITH also discussed with Mr. HEGGBLOM the indictment at Washington, B.C. 
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of twenty-eight persons for seditious conspiracy* 

- SMITH remarked that it was a shame the way TOTZNSEND let hie 
organization degerate into a racket. 

SMITH sougit HUBERpfcUCKER and dicuseed with IiJCKER the 
investigation that was in progress by tjie Internal Revenue Agents. SMITH 
said that Internal Revenue agents had made inquiries about LUCKS R since 
SMITH'S records showed IiJCKER had handled seme of the money* SMITH explained 
carefully that he did not wantfUBERT to do anything for him but told him no doubt 
seme details that HUBERT had porbably forgotten and HUBERT mould be embarrassed 
on being questioned* SMITH said he just wanted to refresh HUBERT'S memory • 
For this purpose SMITH and LUCKER met at SMITH'S home on Decent) er 26, 1942. 
SMIW lamented that his own son had left home after SMITH had done so much 
for him. SMITH told LUCKER that HENRY FORD had personally given GERALD SMITH, 
Jr* a position at Ford Motor Company and young SMITH quit and later SMITH 
got his son a job at the J* L. Hudson Company Department Store and his eon 
quit there also. SMITH said that during the Christmas buying season he had 
gotten his son re-employed at the J. L. Hudson Company through the WEBBERS, 
(The operators of the J. L, Hudson Company and relatives of EDS EL FORD). 

SMITH continues to contact M rs . DAV33J-6TANLET of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and through her obtains the cooperation of the United Mothers of America, 
whose headquarters are in the Arcade Building, Cleveland, Chio. 

SMITH was critical of ROOSEVELT'S appointment of LEON 
HENDERSON to a position of Food Administrator In England. He told Captain 
EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago, Illinois that ROOSSVELT had appointed "HENDERSON 
to London to give our food away." SOUTHARD replied that they Would give his 
butter to the Russians, hie Jelly to the Greeks, and his peanut butter to the 
Syrians. SMITH attempted to quote the Scripture "He that provideth not for 
his own is worse than an infidel." 

SMITH has planned to hold a meeting of his followers at 
Eagle's Hall in Detroit, Michigan on January 10, 1943, and he has distributed 
1,000 tickets in the hope that his 200 most loyal supporters will attend the 
meeting. He said that he would discuss numerous subjects, including 

1 - HENRY. WALLACE'S plan to put us in an international government* 

2 - Can America feed the world? 

3 - Facts about gas rationing. 
k - Does America face a famine? 

5 - Will feed America first or will we feed the foreigners first and starve 
America? We have the same number of men in the Army as we did the last 
war and did not have rationing, why do we have it this time? Why do we 
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go without meat while the New Deal Overlords feast and banquet 
in TTashington an champagne and numerous kinds of meat? 

6 - LEON HENDERSON'S trip to London. 

7 - Will TOXKIE be nominated again? 

8 - Will ROOSEVELT be nominated for a Fourth Term? 

9 - Senator WHEELER f 5 plan to investigate lend-lease. 

10 - The truth about fuel oil rationing. 

11 - The indictment of STAN LEY ^fOtfAK. 

SMITH announced to Mr. KNOWLES that there would be a question 
and answer period at the conclusion of his speech* SMITH also plans to make a 
speech in Chicago on January 15, 1943 , in Minneapolis in the morning of January 
17, 1943 with a radio address in the afternoon of January 17, 1943 • He also 
plans to speak at St. Paul, Minnesota on the ni^it of the 17th. SMITH is also 
planning to make speeches in Port Wayne, Indiana, and Cleveland, Ohio, as well 
as in Erie, Pennsylvania. 

Informant overheard a conversation between SMITH and his 
attorney HE3GBLCM and SMITH said in his opinion food should be distributed in 
the following order: 

Service men 
American citizens 
Allies 

Neutrals and others 



SMITH c cemented that he noticed the man who represented the 
American consumer had been removed from the Administrative Board in Charge of 
Food Rationing so that now the Commission included only representatives from the 
Army and Navy and foreignere so that now "they can just sit end clean us out". 




SMTIH consented to lL~. . ^ • ^^J^^ffi^^^HSml 
that he had heard from' aMn 111 ! Bi'^llTapo 11 was following 
war workers zo wane and returning home eo that they could see if they did any 
excess driving. SMITH remarked "Who ever dreamed that that thing would come 
to America - . Info im ant believed that SMITH was being sarcastic about the 
F.B.I, or some other American Law Bif or cement Agency, 

Informant revealed that the Federal Communication Commission 
was interested in obtaining scripts of SMITH ! S radio addresses at ftadio Station 
WJR. SMITH was advised of this fact when officials of Radio Station WJR asked 
him to supply certain copies which they did not have. 



=112* 



- 7 - 



0joiw s: BIX} AS, 



3'- ' i 





i 



NEW YORK MIRROR 

DAILY AND SUNDAY 



235 EAS-t^SM^TOeei.^ 
MURRAY HII.{.j^-.lfJ?P[ B 

Mr. E. A. Thu-j 




December 22, 1942 



'.:r. C--'*' 

Mr. r... 
"Ir. ■: •:• • e 
rr. i . Tas 



i> : 'is?s C.'ir iy... 



Dear ^.Hoover: 

Before I-r.Winchell went away he said that 
if anything came along that we thought would he of interest 
to you— to send it right along. 

Me have just gone through an accumulation of 
radio mail and found these. I hope it is all right to 
send all this stuff to you. 

jiest wishes to you and Hr.Tolson for the 



season. 



sincerely* 




ALL TOMM CHHTMNED 

herein g mmn 

DATE-_W^ BYa ^^,/>^' 




for waiter winehe*ll 




iI7 Jfi ^ ■ 



1 



GLC:SB tAJ 



6 jl. -</J?}-/ ^v^'^^g 



RECORDED 



fork Mirror 
235 Stat 45th Street 
Ho* fork, Rw York 



,1 » .rjo-jre- ~;i-T!^s« 



Dear 



I want to thank you for jour latUr of 
Cooenber 22, 1942, together with tho enclosures 
attachod thereto. 

You nay bo assured that the items for- 
warded t- you hava been carefully noted and will 
receive appropriate attention by the FBI. 

Tour continued Interest In forwarding 
those mattora to mm la indeed appreciated. 




Mr . Tol son 

Mr: E. A, TammiTrnrt\l 

Mr . ..Cle«g 
MrV Glavin 
Mr.- Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr . Tracy 
Mr. Carson_ 
Mr. Coffey _ 
Mr . Hendon _ 
Mr . Kramer _ 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr . Harbo 



-JjJ 
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Mr. Quinn Tamra 

Mr. Neaae 

Miss Gandy 



^ ... 



department of Justice 

effut ot tfje SMfotant to fht flttornep Central 

January S, 194^ 



\MX££JjrZ hi . TO: 



J . ^.jjCrAR KOOV^F: 




rirector, Federal &ureau of Investigation 



In your memorandum af~Eecember 28 you inquire whether it 
is believed that Gerald L. K^r3r.ith f s activities are such as to 
surest £ violation of Federal Statutes and, if so, to advise you 
to this effect and indicate the theory and statutes on vrhich any 
prosecution vrould be based. 

As you kno'", Smith's activities have been a natter of 
interest to the Criminal livision anc. the Social T'ar Policies 
Unit for some months. 

S.-ith's speeches and his publication, The Cross and the 
Flag, have had a decidedly seditious flavor but Sn.ith s.eet.s to 
h?ve been cuite v.ell sdvised on the extent to '.vhich he could 
safely go in this cirection. As a cense zuen.ee, the Crininal 
livision and the Special Var Policies Unit have agreed that in 
the absence of "sol:- evidence of a direct tie-up rith the Axis, 
a sedition prosecution v:ould not be vrarranted. 

In the various reports furnished by you vrith respect to 
S-.ith there have been several suggestions of a possible connection 
v. T ith the Axis, but nothing has been developed beyond this sugges- 
tion. 

I una ers tana that vhile you have maintained a general 
interest in Smith's activities, you have never undertaken an 
intensive investigation of bizn and his connections, largely 
because you have never been asked to do so and because no 
specific violations of lav; have been suggested by the Criminal 
livision or the Special Y.&.T Policies Unit. 

I believe such an intensive investigation should be nade 
and I am outlining belo'.v a fe*7 of the leads, most of which have been 
indicated by various Bureau reports, w ^i&3bfJ)^ oul(i suppose ought 

to * P^ea. ^ ^ 5 f6i -j&gjf-zj 

1. In a report dated June 11, 1942, oy7^ectaT~?gent ^ j 
of Detroit, reference is irfcie'to a narao- j 
an^^in the retro it files of the jBi^eaUj^i^ijg^ f 
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pur dot ts to have? 



Various attempts have been made to establish Smith's 
membership in theV-ilver .Shirts of Africa,, and reports 
of the Bureau inC.'jVate that no records of the Silver 
Shirts can be located v.hich indicate Smith's membership. 
In the report of June 11, ^Z^Njeferredto above an 
interview is reported t7ith Mj^^S^^ffjfc in "hich 
is reporteXto hav^siictnaWSith 1 s and 



mr. v.ne's membership 
^^pos cess ion of 

TouTo suggest that 



*ds in the Silver S: irts are 



Deen com ir net 



be questioned concerning 
this and the cards ^oTaiHSS from him if -he has them and 
is '-ill in g £o release them. 



In a report dated l's.y 5?, 1%2 
in Detroit, reference is made 1 



-v Soe 



1 Ai 




£ re suppose^^ooeiltzi sympathisers • 

I would suggest that this lead be developed to ascertain 
whether any actual connection between Smith and German 
agents could be established. 





report of May 23, 1942, 

_1 re ports a conversa tion with SrcithTn the 

course oi v;mch he si: id 



you 



A fuller account of this conversation and any further 
information v.hich this informant may have on this 
subject v/ouid be desirable. 



5. 



Reference to this informant was made in Mr. Berge's 
memorandum to you dated December 9, 1942. 

In a report dated April 27, 1 9/.2 by Agentl 
Detroit, reference'!; 



I v;uulc suggest that fuller ce tails be 
ODtamea iron this infor mant as to his laiovrledge of 
Smithes connections v:ith fl B 



0 
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6. In a report dated September 2, 1942 , by Agenl 
in re- 



reference 



Tbh in reoruftxy 1941^ 
report to be residing posribly 
In a later report of August 12 
said to reside at 
LouiFiana. 



d to have left 
is said in this 
^iers. Louisiana, 
is 




17^ 



may well have a consicerable amount of 
"information concerning Smith's movements and contacts 
and mi^ht be able to give information as to possible 
German or Axis connections. 



7. In a report dated August 26, 1942. by Ager^ in 
Ker Orleans, Louisiana, reference is made tosorne^^ 
corres pondence between Smith rna s CCMflMII 

trnt^srlHFWEetter of July 6, 193? - to Fack inquiring 
how he could communicate with hitler, xogether with 
Pack's replies* are in the files of the San Antonio 
Field Office of the Bureau. I have previously sug- 
gested to l.lr. Liumfcrd that these be obtained from the 
San ;mtonio Of i ice 30 that Smith's signature can be 
verified. It would also be helpful to know more about 
IT. Fack and hit, connections with the German Government. 

3. Smith's letter just referred to is said to be signed 
Gerald L. K. Schmidt and other suggestions have been 
made that Smith's real ncme is Schmict. A recuest was 
maae by Kr. Berge on November 9, 1942 that "the birth 
records in Pardeeville, .is con sin, be examined to 
ascertain Smith's true name. I should like to knew 
the result of this investigation. 

9. On one occasion Smith instituted a libel suit against 
the Vashington Keialdaid on another occasion against the 
magazine Time. I understand that the attorneys for 
the Washington Herald, Davies, Eichberg, Beebe, Eurick 
& Richardson of Washington, D. C, and the attorneys 
for Time, Cravath, DeGersdorff , Swaine & Wood, 15 Broad 
Street, Hew York City, have extensive files on Smith 
and I would suggest that the 5ureau obtain access to 
these files to see what material may be included there 
that is not otherwise known to us. 



10. In hip memorandum to you dat ed K oven 

B^-rcrc h?n rp-;iific!t,pr that 

Joi Smith 7 oe lr.tervi.el.cu anc 
i:oi.j-ti a_ppreciete information as to whether 

is able to give any additional information 
> smith's connections and activities. 
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11. By a Eienorandun dated December 30, 194-2, Mr. Rowe 

luis re rues ted certain information concerning Hubert 
Lucker, a former associate of Si:ith. 



In addition, there is reason to believe that Sr.ith has violated 
the Corrupt Practices Act in connection ^ith his recent senatorial 
campaign. I believe the Special V.'ar Policies Unit has already requested 
the Bureau to conduct further investigations in this connection. 



C. 3. Rhetts 



Special Assistant to the 
Attorney General 



JPHarWJ 




february X90 



PERSONAL ATTENTION 



Re i OKHAlD L. K* SWTH 

COMMITTEE OF OIK KUIOS 
, IWKRKAt SECCRITI 
8EDITI0I • 



Dear Sir: 



Set forth below are pertinent portion* of teo additional Beoorsndn 
pertaining to this caae which have been received iron the Department, Aa yon 
will observe, these Bemoranda surest the desirability of further investigation 
In this case and advance specific suggestions as to certain information desiredi 

■In a report dated June 11, 1942, by Special Agent 
Detroit, reference is nade to a nenorandun in the Detro 
the Bureau (Detroit file 62-1222) lndlca — — " 





. I- 

( 

i Mr. 

I Sir. 
Mr. 



neve 

"Various attempts have been made to establish Smith' a aeraber ship 
In the Silver Shirts of Anerica and reports of the Bureau indicate that 
no records of the Silver Shirts can be located lWiich indicate Smith's 
■other ship. In the repor t of June 11 t 1942 refer red to above an 
interview is reported withfJ Bin whicfl Vis 

reported to have said that^WWWHWffliirw^re'|jH Jb7<0 

Hajthis statement been co^HPHlW' - *! x r£IJ x^would 

^ suggest that J ^ be questioned concerning this and the cards obtained 

•• •■T^mCrosj his if he nas then and is willing to release them. 

^ V.. pa - v ^ 




C\rMn.''L± 



•in a reporV dated 



reference is nade by 




established 

FEDtHAl W*UU OF fNVtSTIGATKMI 
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Agent 



both of whas) 




< at that this lead be developed to ascertain whether 
eiion be two on Staith and German agents yCould be 
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■In this mm report or May 23, 1942, 
[report* a conversation with Smith 




•A fuller account of this conversation end eny further information 
which thle informant may have so this subject would be desirable. 



■Reference to thle Informant wee 
you dated December 9> 1943* . 



"In a report dated April 



In Mr. Barge's 



andum & 




fuller details ^7$ 
to hie knowledge of frith* e connect! one 



"In a report da ted 8a 
referen 




iext smith In iebru&ry iv41 • 
resi ding poeelbjy In Algiers, Louisiana. 

Louisiana. 




„ thle report to be 

In a later report of Auguet 12^^° 



may veil have a con elder able mount of information . 
concerning "Smith's movements and contacts and might be able to givm 
information as to possible Qerman or Axis connections. 

"In a report dated August 28, 1942, by Agentfl V In New Orleans, 
Louisiana! reference is made to some correepontenc^oeTweeri Sedth and a 
Or, Hugo Feck, 309 kadi son Street, San Antonio. Texas. It is stated that 
Smith' e letter of July 6, 1933, to Feck Inquiring how he could oooeounlcate 
with Hitler, together with feck's replies, are In the flies of the San 
Antonio Field Office of the Bureau. I have previously suggested to 
ifr. ifumforl that these be obta ined from the San Antonio office so that 
Smith's signature can be verified* It would also be helpful to know sore 
about Dr. Fack and his connectiona with the German Government-. > 

"Smith* s letter Just referred to it said to be signed Oerald L« I> ; 
Schmidt and other suggestions have been made that Smith's real name it 
Schmidt. A request was made by Mr, Berge on fovanber 9* 1942 that the ' ' 
birth records in Pardee vi He, Tflsoonsin, be examined to ascertain Salth's 
true name. I should like to know the result of this Investigation. . 

"On one occasion Smith instituted a libel suit against the Washington 
Herald and on another occasion against the magazine Tine- I understand 
that the attorneys for the Washington Herald, Davies, Richborg, Beebe, Burick 
& Richardson oi Tasnln^ton, D. C, and the attorneys for Tine, Cravath, 
DeOersdorff, Swaine & TFood, 15 Broad Strset, Hew fork City, have extensive 
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activities hat la alnd the possibility of establishing a violation under the 
Sedition statute© or possibly under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act. la 
considering the significance of Saith's ecti Titles under the Sedition Statutes 
it further appears that the Department la desirous of thoroughly probing 
the possibility that Smith say present, or hat been In the past to'-K&p/-'' 

some extant, under the influence of Axis representatives or pertont or ^V.^/Y 
organlaationa in sympathy with the Axis. Proof of this eould not be log ally pre- 
requisite under the Sedition Statutes if the other requisite elements could 
be shown, but, of course, it would hart considerable significaocs. 

In view of the definite Inters st in this case lately displayed by 
the Ospartaent, you should aa}:e arrangements to afford lit investigation 
continuous and preferred attention, Saith's publications and all of hit publlo 
utterances, both In your district sad elsewhere, should be c ov er ed and all 
expressions seemingly baring significance under the Sedition Statutes should be 
reported^Detslls as to the information furnished your office by fl B 
V I should be cads knowi to the Bureau by latter as In tKepasT^wa 

^^TITSs^incuabent upon /our offics to appropriately suasaariae and set forth 
in report form all information of pertinence secured through the serrlcss of 
this informant. Obricualy, the reports should be worded la a careful Manner 
and should set forth only that part of the information nade arai labia by this 
in foment which has or appears to hare pertinence to a possible violation of 
the Sedition Statutes or other statutes under which the investigation say, la 
the future, be carried out. Fran the viewpoint of investigation /our problem 
Is, of course, to substantiate pertinent Inforsatlon secured fret this informant 
by evidence or inforsatlon froa other sources which it of such a nature as 
could be introduced in testimonial fora If prosecution Is undertaken against 
this subject at sows future date. 

With reference to the investigation requested by ths Department under 
the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, your attention Is invited to Sections 241 
through 256 of Title 2, United States Code. Froa the phraseology of ths 
Department's meaoranda, it appears that it is desirous first of securing a 
copy of the statement filed by Salth in connection with his primary campaign 
as required by Michigan State law* This statement should, of oourec, indicate 
ths sources contributing financially to Smith in connection with his campaign* 
Second, It would seen that the Department is desirous of establishing sufficient 
lnfomation to show that Saith st ths general election was in fact a "candidate" 
and consequently under Section 246 of Title 2, United States Code, subject to 
the filing of a further statement. The suggestion is, of course, that Saith's 
■sticker" campaign made hia la effect s oandidate subject to this reoulreaent. 1 

As X hare Indicated above, I expect this cats to be afforded' ? 
continuous and preferred attention and a report should be suhaltted by your 
office st least once sach month. In setting out leads for auxiliary offices, 
your reports should be accompanied by letters advising of the importance of this 
case and the absolute necessity of giving the leada set forth prompt and careful 
attention. 

Very truly yours, 



John Kdgar Hoover 
Director 
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Data: 



r> To: 



j 2 -J: 



A Ml b tan t attorney General Van dell Berge 




From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject: #OERALD L. X. (WITS 

COMUITTKB 0? ONE MILLIOI 
IHVKRNAl SKCURITI 
SEDITIOM 



DATE. "A/fr BVa^q^ 



For /our Information and possible assistance In your considers Hon 
of this case, I wish to advise that under date of December 26, 1942, 
photostatic copies of the following listed material vera transmitted to 
the Division of Recorder 

The October - Sovenber, 1942, Issue of "TbeT Cross and the Flag". 

A booklet entitled, I^Var Mongers and the Threat of Har 8 . by 
Gerald U K. Salth. 



Mr. T*f aaa 

Mr. I. A. Timm 

Mr. CI agg , 
Mr. OUtIi 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr.NUholJi 
Mr. Rot an 
r. Traey 



Mr. Car toil 



-m a Vl £ cT^, 



iffRTiGAHOl 



tcnrcti BUREAU OF INSTIGATION 



Mr. Cat ft7 ■ V. 8. D£PA*TME*T OF JUSTICE 
Mr. H«nd on; 
Mr. Kramar 



to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI^pU = S 
' DEC 30 1942 I 



Mr. UtQnlra , 

Mr. QbIob Tamm __ 
dr. M«»»« 
! " * Qandy 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

This case originated at IXBTEOlTg HICHIGAI 



MILWAUKEI file no. 100-4766 



nwrowr MADS AT 

MILWAUKEE, viscarsxv 


DATS WHIN MADS 

12-30-42 


PCHIOD FOR 
WHICH MADS 

11-19-43 


REPORT MADS ST ^ 

•BssM ■** 


TTTLl \ / d 

<fflRAia^TKJn KBHNETH SMITH, a/k/a Gerald L. JU 
^SmitlL alias Gerald Xu r*^Schmidt; 

TH^oMHiT^jjy^girBjiiiiiJCffl 


CHARACTER OF CASS 

iurraiL SBCUBITT 
SEDITION 



V / 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



\ 




loss not know source or His Income, an 
Subject an automobile; hovever . oo 
canwho has Just been mislead* 

P worked for Subject at one 
noVtoquestion his source of income* 
money comas from hie radio work* 



dislikes Subjeotj 
levee HKNET K>HD gave 




- EOC - 




E sport of Special Agent 
Indianapolis, Indiana* 



BUO 



lect had told him 
believes Subject 1 s 



dated 10-21-42 at \P°^ 




»t was su bmitted on 12-3-42 by Special Agent 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The status of 

this report was shown as BUG in error inasmuch as the l ead 
in the reference report of Special Agent P 
Indianapolis, Ind«, 10-21-42, had not been covered* xnis 
lead has now been covered and investigative results are set 
forth below* 



-^ureatr* 
3 - Detroit 
2 - Milwaukee 





COPIES PE> 



Z 1^5 83 OCT 




U. » «OVCRNMfNT PHIHTINS OFFICE %QF*' 7' 
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advised that ha disliked SMI IS ma inly hecause_of 
political ideas and because ha was linked up with HUH LCQJO, whom 
said vs.* a virtual dictator in Hew Orleans* He has no idea snd 
told him Just what the COMMITTEE OF ONE KILL 105 was. He alio advised that 
SMITH made a point of never mentioning his source of income to anyone in 
He believed that S(ITH is very closely connected with HSNEY FOgg as the laei 
time he eav the Subject, which was approximat ely two ye ars ago|/was driving 
Lincoln Zephur, and made statements that lead| pto believe that fOBD 
had given him the car* 



r i^ss^^fsra, also advised that he had had literature such as copies 

of thQcroMftndyiAg 1 test to Mm by SMITH- but that he had hardly read any 
of them' but the first issue of the "Cross and flag* 1 Shis he had read rather 
thoroughly and showed to his f r lends , and all of them were In complete die- 
agreement with SMITH'S political ideas. He had not kept any of the literature 
sent to him by SMITH. 

stated that he considers SMITH to be a true American who 

has Just been mislead* He concluded his statements by advising that, frankly, 
he thinks everything that SMITH does is done for the "benefit of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, alone, and if any man gets in his way, he will walk over him." 




stated that auxtt flew to severe] 
large cities throughout the country, where he addressed large audiences. SMITH 
attended both the GOUGHLIH and TOWHSBTO conventions in Cleveland, Ohio, that 
jsar, according toB W 



made it plain to him that they were sot to question 
te source of his income and, since that time, they have wondered where he feats 



his money* 

present] 



They think it Is possible that he is living on the none 
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department of Juartee 

^ffict of ttjr JSwirtant to tfje Sttortup «en*ral 
8Ha£rf)tngton 

December 22, 1942 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR, JOHN 5DGAR HOOVER 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Attention: Mr. Mumford 




In response to your memorandum of December 15 to Mr. Rowe 
regarding the reports which the Federal Bureau ofLInvestigation 
has transmitted to the Department on Ce raT d T . r • f f Psm 1 t.h I 
am listing below three reports which I have been unable to 
locate : 

1. Report of Special Agent B^C^i J at Washington, ^ x ) 
D. C, June 4, 1942, traffllfflea^o Assistant 
Attorney General Berge June 11, 1942. 

2. Report of Special Agent ^ ■ of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on^ctoDerT?^^942 , trans- 
mitted to the Division of Records November 3, 1942. 

3. Report of Special Agent^|||§^||||IX at Atlanta, 
Georgia, October 20, l942^ransmRted to the 
Division of Records November 3, 1942. 

If you would furnish me with an additional copy of each 
of these reports as soon as possible, I would appreciate it. 



I4*> 
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JFHmiWJ 
12-26-42 
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imeoRAgOTi TOR w. jMga ncng. j». 



.«-«-. »: c. ,. «.«. 5LljNF0fiMAI!0N CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 



Mi OKIALD l. r. aotH v 

O COmiTTgK OP OUR MILLIOI 

seditioh 



DATE i^/>|v- BYigite^ 



Ur 
Mr 
Ifr 
Mr 
Mr 
Ifr 
Ifr 
Ifr 
Ur 
Ur 
Mr 
Mr 
Ur 
Mr 
Mr 
Ur 



Pursuant to tha requeat expraaaed la Kr. C. B« Shafts' 

neoorandua of December 22, 19*2, an additional copy of each of toe 
three reporta Hated belov aaa tranaaltte4 to the OLvialon of 
Records under date of December 26, 19 A3. 



Report of Special Agootl 
aith Vie above-en title" 
JUna 4, 1942. 



Rejx>rt of Special A^ent 
with tha aboTe-entlUi 
October 20, 1942. 

Report of Special Agent 
with the above-en titl 
October 21, 1942. 




be 




caae a 



submitted la connection 
*aahington, U. C, on . 



aubadttod in oonneotion 
ta, Oeorgin, on 



■v. 




.tted in connection 

matter at Indianapolia, Indiana, on 



If f on the baeia of inf Onset! on preeentOj avaiUble^ Governing 



Tslion 

Z A. Tamm 

CUgt t £Ta aubJeot» you believe that hi a aotivitiea are auch ~te '■uggeat a 
GUtU violation of any Faderal Statute over ahich thia Bureau naa^lSvcrS^igatlve 
L , dd ^^^L»dicUo»,-^I ahall appreciate your ao adviaing «e an<f ^tgargndlcatinf 

Nitb 
Rotti 
Tr»«j 
Cirion 



£Qi.t£a Uwaouy ; aiw 'eta tute a on union any prosecution in thiajaattfr wild be 
-braed. If £h§e BgreW ia infonaed concerning thia, any additional? 
— ia^atigition ahioh ia necaasary nay be carried out aithftrea^r ^jcility 



Coff Jy 

H.Qdan f EPF.IAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Krunjr i|^ tp**^ J^ S - 

MtOufrii f jflf i> 

ITarbo V A 




Very truly your a; 



John Kd£ar Hoover 
Director 
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GERAID LYMAN KENEETB SMITH, 

aka^Gerald L« K.^Smlth 

TfflMjOMMITTKB OF QNF, MILLION ■ 


CHARACTO OF CAS* • 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 





REFERENCE t 



DETAILSt 



of the 
;ompaiy, Newton, Kansas* 
informed that his reoords refleot that 
GERAID 8. WTNPOD, of Wichita, Kansas, in 
March, 1942, placed the order for the 
first printing of the booklet entitled 
"Hoop of Steel* 1 and la ft instructions that 
the booklets be delivered direotly to 
GERAID 1* K. SMITH at Detroit, Mi ohigan» 
GERAI^B^WINROT^nstatement tofl FJB 
S^^^r^^j^^^^^S^ indicated xna^The 
iffios^coTlaDoratione3d.6ted between sub- 
ject and GERAID B* WINROD. WINROD also 
claimed to have assisted subject in set-up 
of subjectts magazine "The cross and Flag"* 



- a U C - , 

^^^^^^^^ . Jp?<-^ 

Report of Special Agent ^^t^ ^^^^f dated August 11, 
1942 at Kansas City, Missouri and letter from the Detroit 
Field Division dated August 18, 1942, 



AT WICHITA. KANSAS 



_[, who 
B. 



has previously furnisliT^TnTorniaxion oonoernlng the activities o 
WINROD, was oontaoted to determine whether she had any information whioh would 
indioate that there was collaboration between subjeot and GERAID B. WINROD* 
She informed thai she, knew that GERAUJ a ??IKROD /had made several trips to<fcetroit, 
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Michigan in the past several months of os tensibly for the purpose of K 
oarrying on evangelistio meetings, howeveiM ■ was unable to 

furnish any information specifically pertainTn^xoGERAID L« K« SMITH. 



In view of the fact that it is known that 
of the Herald publishing Company, 605 East Second street, 
<ewton, jCaiiSSl^THH for several months prior to June 15, 1942 printed "The 
Defender" and other literature distributed by GERAID B« WI KRQD of the 
Defender publishing Company, Wichita, Kansas. V fewas contacted in 

an effort to develop information showing the relationship between subject, 
GERAID L.K. SMITH and Reverend GERALD B. WINROD* 

informed that on March 26, 1942 the Reverend 
GERAID B. WIliROD placed an order for the first printing in the amount of 
2,000 copies of a b ooklet entitl ed s Hoop of Steel™, the author of which was 
GERAID L. K« SMITH M stated that his records further dieolosed that 

on April 15, 1942 a secondprdtl Eg was ordered of 1,000 copies of the same 
booklet, but that this last order oame direotly from GERAID L« K. SMITH at 
Detroit, Michigan. 




stated that when GERAID B« WINROD first gave 
the order for the printing or the "Hoop of Steel" he instruotedB^^^^SB to 

send the invoices and the finished booklets directly to GERAID L ^ffSoTO 
in the industrial Bank Building, Detroit, Miohigan; 5 B steted that 

he complied with the order furnished him by WINROD onMarcnzo, 1942, and 
with the second order of April 15, 1942 reoeived direotly from GERAID L. K« 
SMITH* and that the booklets printed on both occasions had been forwarded to 
GERAID L. K. SMITH as direoted* IB further informed that neither 
WINROD nor GERAID L. K. SMITH haJ^KSn^^payment for the booklets which had 
been printed and delivered* 

with regard to the relati onship existing between GERAID 
L. E« SMITH and GERAID B. WINROD #■ ■ informed that on March 26, 1942 

when he inquired of GERAID B. WINRoW^^oThe financial stability of GERAID 
L. K* SMITH, that W LVZOD vouched for a reliability of SMITH and further in- 
f oriaedW pthat he (Winrod) had assisted GERAID L. K« SMITH in setting 

up his^^SnWatToni that he had gone into detail with SMITH* explaining the 
administration details, particularly with the manner in successfully making 
oollection» . . ' 

B SjfSSjjl gSSE stated that in addition to assisting GERAID 
L. Km SMITH in the mecnamcax - and organizational set-up of "The Cross and 



"2- "tf*t 




1* ~, 



Flag", a magazine published by GERALD U K. SMITH, WdBQD also asserta^.,; 
that he had further collaborated with SMITH* a ■ 

•tated that in his opinion there existed 
between GERAID L. K. SUITE and GERALD 8* WINROD a state of utmost collaboration 
which included editorial assistanoe to SMITH by WIKRGD* 




riirthAr stated that h» ranslli. th»t in 




several instances, articles supposing to have been written by GERALD L« K. 
SMITH, were published in The Defender, WINROD's magazine. , / 

stated that immediately following the indiotment 
of GERALD B. IflKRGD by the Grand jury at Washington, D* C», he stopped worked 
on an order consisting of several thousand subscription blanks that GERAID B« 
WIKROD had ordered* This order had been placed with the Herald publishing 
Company on July 3, 1942 by WIKROD and after WBHOD had b een info rmed that work 
was 'bain? stonned on his order he threatened suit i»insi9 I unless the 
order was completed. stated that thereafter, uponaavice from his 

attorney, he completeaTnas^oWrer sometime in August of 1942 but since that 
time he has had no further connection with GERAID B. WTNROD nor has he published 
any of WIMROD's booklets, pamphlets or literature. ; 

expressed his willingness to be of assistance 
in any manner possible in connection with this matter* 
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From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject: 



GERALD L. K. SMITH 

THE COVtMITTEE OF ONE 1OLLI0I 

INTERNAL SECURITI 

SSDITIOS 



KM llirnnmrmii nnirriiurn 

jill vnrimnfiAiiUN bummnLU 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



This It to advlM you that under date of January 6, 
191*3, copies of the following reports rub nit ted In this 
were transmitted to the Division of Records i 

Report of Special Agent ^ ^dated 
Decentoer 3, 191*2, at Wllwauicee, Wisconsin, entitled" 
"Gerald Iynan Kenneth Smith, aka Gerald L. K. Smith, 
alias Gerald L. K. Schmidt | The Coaalttee of (fee 
lMlionj Internal Security) Sedition.* 

Report of Special A^ent | W dated 

December 23, 19i;2, at IanB?aCl^^ll5soorT, en* 

titled "Gerald lyaan Kenneth Ssdth, aka Gerald L* 
K» Salth| The Cosmittee of One MUllon| Internal 
Security} Sedition." • 



iflO i i>. 



Mr. B. A. Timffl 

Mr. cues ' C C — Hr. Jaaea Rove, JTr# 
Mr. oi •▼!»___ Is al stan t to the Attorney t General 
Ml. Ladd ■ .,_ • >^ 

Mr.NUboi ^ A t t e ntt on i M r* C* 

Mr. Rott0_ 
Mr. Tracy_ 
Mr. Canon 



Mr. Caff ty 
Mr. H«»4od 
Mr. Ertmsr 
Mr. M«Oalr 
Mr. QaiDD 
Mr. N«u«_ 
Mitt Q»ndy 
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10/30;U2/16, 
19/42 - 
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GERALD LIHA%KSNI^2TH SMITH, also knovnyas 
Gerald L. K.^Smith, alias Gerald L« K.^Schmidtj 
THSTOllTTES OF QMS LILLIQN 




INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION . 



synopsis of facts: Subject said to be strongly anti-Semitic and to 



fit-" 



movement, but to be interested primarily in further- 
ing his own interests and la accused of endeavoring 
to control organizations for that purpose. Is said 
to be unscrupulous regarding finances of organiza- 
tions with vfoich he is associated. 
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REP\£tET!CE: 



Report of Special Agent 
28, 1942, at New Orleans" 
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DETAILS: 



AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 




his is a joint report of the writer and Special Agent 



of the law firm of DAVTES, RICHBERG, BEEBE, 
DSCM, 815 Fifteenth Street, Northwest, YJaehington, D. C», 
advised that at one time his firm had represented Senator HUEI LONG In 
actions against newspapers, but that they had never represented any 
Washington newspaper in an action brought by GERAU) L. K. SL3TH or any of 
HUEY LONG's associates. He stated that they had no knowledge of any suit 
* rf or action brought' by GERALD L. K. SiHTH in which their firm had been 
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first met GEftALD L. K. SMITH about a year before'^enator LONG died. He said ., 
that those closest to Senator LCNG bad not liJsed SICtTH because they" felt that . 
SJUTfPs motives were not entirely pure J- and that he* was interested in using ' 
Senator LONG to build up a political organization of his own, or was 
interested in putting himself in a position of Importance in Senator LONG* a 
°Share-Xhe-7iealth» organization so that he could take the "Share-The-ffealth" 
clubs over and promote them, for his own welfare* He stated that as a matter 
of fact after Senator LOIJG's death SMITH had attempted to take over the "Share- 
The-Wea^y^^^y^^andcontinue the organization on a profit making basis, but 
tiiat f| W refused to turn over the files containing the 

addr^l^^HlHfl^^tne n Share-The-V;ealth" clubs to SlalTH, and although fcflu 
there had been newspaper publicity sponsored by SIlITH to the effect that he 
had been appointed leader of the "Share-xhe-Yfealth 11 organization, he was never 



organization diminished to the point where it was not in existence at all. 
He stated that S!£[TH was a rabble rousing type of speaker who was said to 
have been a preacher at one time, end that Senator LONG had used SL1TK as an 
organizer in connection with the formation of "Share-The-Wealth* Clubs, 
but that a.:ITH was not content to take any subordinate position in the program 
and wanted to be tne leader; and that during the last few months when SMITH 
was associated with Senator LONG, there were several controversies with S1££TH 
regarding the plans for the organization because SMITH wanted to set the thing 

un on a nrofifc sharing Haata. » 




said that he did not know 



^ a great deal about SliITH ! s Vrj^/ 

background, but that he understood that SMITH had been one of the organizers ^ n a 
of the Silver Shirt movemen^ been associated with IflLLIA!' PEILEY in V 
this effort. According to ■ I Most of SMITH'S efforts in connection 

with the Silver Shirt movemeH^a^oeen around Birmingham, Alabama. He stated 
he did not believe that S&TH had any loyalty for any political ideals or 
that he had any patriotic convictions along political and social lines, but 
that he was extremely interested in what happened to GERALD L, E* SMITH, and 
that he attempted to use Senator LONG's "Share-xhe-Yfealth* organization' as * 
a political stepping stone, and thatin his opinion he was trying to. do the 1 
same thing in connection with his "Committee of One kiilion.* He stated that 
on -one occasion he had attempted to associate himself with Father CGUGHLIN, but 
that this association had not matured. He stated that he recalled there had 
been some talk to the effect that SMITH had been ousted from the Silver Shirt ' 
movement under a cloud connected with a controversy over money, and added • 
that SliITH was rather unscrupulous in handling the money of organizations to 
wnich he belonged. He stated that those who would know more about- SMITH 1 s 
activities while associated with Senator LONG would be 
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wh^^^al ready been interviewed by the New Orleans Office, and J J.* , 
■ pof New Orleans op Baton Rouge, Loui siana, He stated that any one P 'Cr 

in New Orleans could put agent a in touch witlMp^^^^^gg*^ He also' V-"" 
stated that one Captain GBOEGE KAEJS of WasniSgW^^ln^^oflro be e located 
through Senator THOUAS 1 office, might be able to give some further informa- 
tion on SOTH. ... 

• '-• •' * " .\:\* . • • • . :< »•* •••.•'.»:••,, •■ i- 

.following investigation was conducted by Special Agent z/)c 




stated that he had been acquainted 
with tne late Senator nuEi j». L0N(i lor about twenty years, and that he had 
become one of LONG'S closest advisers, and that many times LONG'S followers 
would come to him and ask him to warn LONG of some dangerous situation which 
they were afraid to discuss with LONG because of his violent temper. The 
informant stated that in his opinion LONG was one of the most brilliant 
statesmen that the United States had had in the past twenty- five years. LONG 
was building up a tremendous political organization through his " 3hare-ihe- 
Wealth" clubs, and tnat unquestionably LONG, in his opinion, would have been 
the president of the united States had he lived. Informant pointed out that 
had LOKG been elected President he would have changed the course of American 
history and the united States would not now be engaged in a war. Throughout 
his remarks informant demonstrated a rather strong isolationist view points - ■ 
Informant advised that he had heard of GERALD LYMAN KENNETH S^LTH for several 
years through his association with the late Senator LONG, but that he had 
never met him until the latter part of 193 9 $ when he was invited 'to accompany 
StUTH and another to dinner at a restaurant on Connecticut Avenue in Yiasnington, 
D. C. Informant stated that SLuTKhad learned of informant's long association 
with Senator LONG and desired to talk with n^m concerning political matters 
and to seek nis advice relative to the political campaign he was then conduct- 
ing in Michigan for senator* Informant stated that he was not i'avorably 
impressed with SL3TH, but treated nim cordially because he wished to develop 
him as a source of information and particularly because he had heard that 
SMITH had some excellent contacts with officials of the Ford Motor Company in 
Detroit, informant stated that SiHUI is strongly anti- Semitic, and that it 
is possible that he may oe sincere in tnis regard, that is, he may feel that 
he is perfor min g a patriotic service in his anti-Semitic campaign. However^ 
he believed S1CITH to be unscrupulous, particularly in the matter or his 
finances, and that he is most likely to use his anti-semi tic campaign as a 
means to collect contributions for ids organization known as "The Committee 
of une killion." Informant stated that he had heard the late senator LONG 
speak of SMITH indicating that he had picked up £&ITH solely because he was a 
good stump speaker, and LONG had used him to organize the "Share-The-„ f ealth n 
clubs. LONG did not regard SMITH highly, except as a speaker, and that LONG 
had indicated that SL.ITH was not a leader and was valuable only so long as he 
had some one to tell him what to do. After LONG's assassination, SLITH 
endeavored to take over the "Share-The-V/ealth" clubs, but lacking the qualities 
of a leader, he failed and the clubs have now disintegrated. 



* i * / V ' ^wnant " stated that He had never heard of SMITHS fUini ^ 
^i^,° f a SUlt a ^ ainst the Washington Times-Herald or the Hearst 
^jblications, and that he had never heard of an attorney by the name \U 
™5W^.ras» and that he had no knowledge of any investigation conducted - 
Itives or employees of the Hearst newspapers into the background ' 




of SLUTH. 



Informant stated that he had never heard of SMITH'S bein* 
connected with the German-American Bund, the Silver Shirts of America or 
"Fff ^^F^' ° r ° ther fascist leader In tSa country. He 

"Si!?? ^ ! WaS ° f the OP 1 * 10 * th *t SKJITH was too clever to become 
affiliated with anything German or Fascist, and that SMITH was the type of 
person who could not be subservient to any one for any length of timet 
However, informant advised that in his opinion SLTCTH was unscrupulous and 
would probably stoop to aljnost anything that would better his financial 
position if he could do so without involving himself criminally. 




PEKING 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE NEW ORLEANS FIEU) DIVISION 
AT mi ORLEANS T LOUISIANA 



WiU locate]^^^^jS£^JI through inquiries 



of prominentpeo^ISinTBHtical life in New L-7c^ 

OrljansorBatcn Rouge and ascertain from ^ 
jj^^^^^^^^B what he knows concerning the 
connections and background of subject. 



THE Yt T A3 KINGTON FIE LD DIVISION 
AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Will endeavor to locate Captain GEORGE MAINS through 
the office of Senator THOUIS of Oklahoma, and 
ascertain from Captain HAINS what he knows concern- 
ing the activities, background and associations of 
subject. 
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Attoatlaai Sr. G. S. laatta - 

Kl i «BUL» LTXAI mSXTI SMITH, wit* alUfN 

mrmix. sbcurxtt - ssdmxq* 
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Tor jraar information, I wlA to adrioa that a 
copy of a farthar rtpvt racalvaa In ooanaetlan vlth taa 
lwgtlgattom of th l« ens* and subnittod \f Spooinl leant 
■ datad J an mar/ 18. 1943, at waahlagtom* 
T^J^BS^JSRRtod to tho IH vision of Raaordo undar 
data of Toftraavr IT. 1943. 

Tary trmly yours. 



All WF0PMM!QN CONTAINED 
HEREtH iS ysClASSiriED 
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Dirootor 



Assistant Attomay Conor*! YaaAaU Barg» 



Mr. 

Mr, 

Mr 

Mr. 

Mr 

Mr 



Tel ion 

E. A. Timm 

Coffey 

Glenn 

Ladd 



Mr. Nicholi 

Mr. Roeen 

Trecy 



-COMMUNfCATIONS SECTION 



Mr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 



Carton_ 

Hendon_ 
MeGui re 
Mum ford 
Harbo 



mailed 11 

•A-'" FEB 19 1943 P.M. 

rEDERAL ?UKLU' OF IHVtS T IGATION 
0. * DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Qui an Tiram_ 
Mease 





Mis* Gaudy 



61 FEB 2 419 43 



A* 



JbHN EDGAR HOOVER 
. piRKCTOR 



( 



* * 



0 




Irbrral Snrratt of fnunrtfoattmt 
HnitrJi StatM Brpartmrnt of lust ire 

HJaflijington, B. <E. 

Detroit, Michigan 

Janua^ 18, 1943 All (NfQPMAT!OH CONTAINED 



V 



n* Director 



:?*■ l 



■ : .J 

^3 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



BEHEiM is wmm , 

DATE qJz>fez-W- 



'■-// 



Re: -G3RALD L. K. SUHfT^with aliases 



Dear Sir: 



INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETRITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 



Reference is made to your letters dated December 10, 1942 and De- 
cember 15 t 1942 setting forth memoranda received from the Criminal Division 
of the Department of Justice requesting certain additional investigation in 
the above captioned matter. Host of the leads suggested therein are being 
set out in a forth-coming report. However, some of the suggestions contained 
therein require only passing comment. 

V."ith regard to the investigation by Internal Revenue agents into 
the alleged fraudulen^Federe^IncomeTaj^eturns of SI.TTH, it has been as- 
certained f roE Bj|ijiH^ who s e identity is known to you, 
that the invest^lfe^^l^^^^^^^o^issT It is believed that the Internal 
Revenue investigators are delving into the income and expenditures of the 
"Committee of One Lillion" and "The Federation of Americanization o,f Michigan 
Incorporated." It is not expected that the results of that investigation 
will be available to the Detroit Field Office* It is respectfully suggested 
that the Department of Justice might contact the Treasury Department at some 
time in the future to ascertain the results of that investigation. 

GERALD L. K. SL'ITH' s birth record and true na me we re ascertained r ~ J _ 

dated De- ( v ^ 7 



and set forth in the report of Special Agent 
cember 3> 1942 at L^ilwsukee, V« r isconsin. 

\ The i ntervi ew with 
Jf was duly 

onsi^HHSer2^^42 at Detroit, i-ichigan. & 

EX - 42 indeiei. 

V*ith r egarfl to Bureau letter da^ ed Dec 
ied from^ 





•-jflffW* 1942^TLt has ibeen 
whose identity is knovai to 



that 



las been in very close contact wit*u\G]££kLEJ 
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Letter to the Director 
January 18, 1943 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 

C0!i:iTTE5 OF ONE !3LLI0N 

hite?j;al security - & 
custodial detection 

(Bureau file 62-43816) 



1 

--S-SJ1 



► - i 



K. 5.1TH and there is not any reason to believe that their association has 
been disrupted in any way. It has not been deemed advisecble up to the pre- 
sent time to interview LUCK3 for information concerning S13TH*s contacts 
and activities. 




As previously reported ^KS3MS££S^B I 3 presently commissioned 
as a Lt. Commander of the United StatesNav^an^is bel^ve^tobeat sea. 
Further more j it has appeared from the interview vdth^^^^^^^^^J that 

was merely a socialite whose name was used iAnocenTl^Decause Michi- 
" required three incorporators and S!'ITH di^iot want his ovai name 
used. BIGS&ltB explained it v. r as opinion t ha tJJ^ij^J knew absolutely noth- 
ing abo 



^-felTH's activities. 



Very truly yours, 




evn 
2-1126 




JPHataJB 
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TO: »«C, Dttrol* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED y 
DATE BY^asa^ 

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: (jsrald L* I. Ssith, Committee of Ona tflHlOfii 
Internal Sscurltyi addition 

Tolion <■ 

E. A. Tamm^ f or your lnforaation end aaeietance in conneoUon with ths 

ciegg ^Investigation of this cut, thsrs is enclosed a photostatic copy of a s - 
Coffey thra e-page press release purport* <fl.j Issued by ths tubjeot on January 

GUvin 10 f 191% 

Ladd " 

Nichoii Ihs orlglnsliof this prsss release was asd* srailabls to 

Robbd the Mrwaa by the Honorable Boaer T* Bono of the United States SanaU 
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and ptgfjuSrably It was received by hla in the walls, 

\*th9t4**^*(lwtti»tl9~$mqnr 190, as described in tfeo 
release, was eotoelly held and if so. what transpired st 

tJtfiBrin* 
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January 18, 19l»3 

DBtP0lt RE^IM IS ISiClASSIFO « 

' Xroa; J. B4gar Hoover * Director, Federal Bureau of Investi^atjLoii> " ->?' > ^ 

" Sublet: : ' OQULD l/i^W* "^^^^^r^l^^ " ' 
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All INFORMATION C0K!*MD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED « 
DATE t'I'f**- JViig^a 



GEfiALD L. 1. SMITH 
COUMITTEK OF OMB KlLLlOft 
IMTFBHAL SKCCRITT - SEDITHX 



Under date of Deceaber 10, 19ii*, the Bureau addressed a letter 
to the Indianapolis Of flee, with copies designated for your Office, advising 
that the D epartaent had requested that an i n quiry be made aa to the cir- 
cumstance s C~ ** ~ ' ' ™ - — ™ — «— — w _ , 




lou wTH recall that you were 
indicated that it had received inf 
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Cto December 15, 191*2, the Indianapolis Field Division in 
reply to the bureau' s inquiry addregged a-Aktter t o the Bureau setti ng 
forth the results • • *** " ~' ~" 

an interview with 
«a^he results o 

m |of the ford Motor Coapany at Indianapolis* in its letter t he 
Indianapolis Office stated that all of this information ras Tnrw^niaA _ 
to your Office on October 09* 19U2« i * v . ^ I / _ ~ - P 

In this connection you will recall that( to sfctea* tSat 

told hia he had gone to Indianapolis as j^SpreStftatlve and 
the Ford Ifetor Coapany for the ounose of c 
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sb os-ey JM.21 AM P.M. 1 ^ 

U. S. DMStWEHT OF tUS^lCE ■ | 





a j>art of me wry pe r>»i<OAXl >t tae 
the foraer was in possession. Of a letter of Intro* 
of the Ford Motor Coapany *t Detroit, Michigan* 

e^nfojj^t^^^rbede^loped as Jo] 

RlM B lt *• <*esii 

""established contacts at the Ford Motor Coapany 
rpose of securing details leading up to and 

trip to Indi anapolis, as well as the purpose of 

ng conducted byg ^at Indianapolis. It 
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to 4 " 



SIC, Detroit 



if*" 



•hould, of court*, bo mde clear to the official interriewed that thia in- 
quirj Is being carried out at the requoft of tho D opa rtaont which is doairot 
of securin£ coaolst o inforaatlon as to r-— " 




Ton art instructed to handle this 
your findings in letter fort, 



■atter promptly and to subalt 
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Wthetal Sttrrau of irroefftigatum 
Hmt?& States Sefrortment of 3«atir* 

Detroit - Michigan 
January 22, 1943 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C. 
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Re: CTiALD L. K. SMITH; 

INTERNAL SBCURITT - Gj 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION, SH)ITI0||£j} 




ALL WF0W<?N ISMfltD 



Dear sir: 




additional informs- 
whose identity it />7fc 



Plsase be ad 

tion has been received from 
known to you: 

SMITH has been concerned recently over the fact that his 
son, (^MJX-SfelTH, JR., has left home. Young SMITH has been working at 
various stores and war plants for short periods of time and living in 
cheap hotels* His Local Draft Board ordered him to report for a physical 
examination, and when GERALD SMITH, SR., heard of this, he thought it might 
be beneficial for his son to be Inducted into the Army* He made an inquiry 
at the Local Draft Board and ascertained that his son might be inducted 
into the Army some time after February 1, 1943* 

Informant stated definitely that GERAIfi L. I. SMITH was 
responsible for the picketing of the Detroit Athletic Club on January 13, 
1943, when CLARENCE Kr-STREIT, author of "Union Now,» and advocate of 
Internationalism, addressed the members of the Detroit Athletic dub. In- 
formant stated that Mr. SMITH himself inquired about the contemplated 
address and was advised that the President of the Speakers* Committee of 
the Detroit Athletic dub was Mr* HUGHES. Mrs. SMITH informed the City 
Editor of the Detroit News inmediately before the picketing started that 
STREIT'S lecture at the Detroit Athletic Club was about to be picketed* 
She stated that she had been informed that the picket ers would be the same 
group of people that had picketed Lord HALIFAX on his visit to Detroit last- 
year. 




W500RDED ITOF.TTO D\5^TbZ ~ V ? ^.'■■^ 
SMITH'S followers at the time of the picketing distributed 
numerous circulars criticising CLARENCE STREET'S plan as set ' forth 
in "Union Now.* These pamphlets were written ay and ^distributed 
through the Women's Committee Against Communism 'of Mw'York City, 
New York* Informant stated that Mrs* GERALD L. J^SMTIH ^herself 

f 4i i « * V ~SS0CT13WM 




Latter to the Directors January 22, 1943 



led the picket line and that the other women^were recruited from the ranks 
of the Mother* of America by Mrs, MURRAJ^CfCWLBS . Mra. KNOWLSS explained 
to Mrs. SMITH that the Mothers of America were picketing individually and 
not as an organisation* 

GHRALD L. K. SMITH baa continued his contacts with Mr, 
OOFFMAN, who is aiding SMITH in his or ganisationo^is America Fir at Party* 
Mr* OOFFMAN reported that he had contacted al J with whom he 

talked about automobile tires and aa a result™ p sent a wire direct \ y 
to m m^FCRD. M r* OOFFMAN requested SMITH toseeHENHT FORD and advise ° 
him that^J^Q^i as sincere and that the telegram was sent as a result of 
^^^l^conversationa with OOFFMAN. SMITH promised to contact HENRY FCRD. 

SMITH has again maintained his contact with Captain EARL 
SOUTHARD of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Chicago. Illinois* Captain 
SOUTHARD complimented SMITH for causing a sensation by picketing CLAR2NCS 
STREIT at the Detroit Athletic Club* Captain SOUTHARD stated that he 
assisted in the writing of the pamphlet which was put out by the WOmene 1 
Committee Against Communism of New York City. New York* Captain SOUTHARD 
confided in SMITH that he wrote a letter denouncing any attempt at World 
Government and that the letter was written on the stationery of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. Captain SOUTHARD told SMITH that he was going to be 
court-martialed again by the Veterans of Foreign Wars for having written 
such a criticism on the official stationery of the organisation* 

Informant further advised that SMITH has registered as a 
tradename "The America First Party 41 with the dark of Wayne County Court 
in Detroit. Michigan. He has established as his headquarters for the 
America First Party his own offices at 2006 Industrial Bank Building. 
Detroit. Michigan* 

Informant reported that the investigation by Internal 
Revenue Agents of SMITH'S allegedly fraudulent income tax returns for the 
years 1936 to 1941 inclusive is still in progress and continues to be a 
source of annoyance to SMITH and his manager, BERNARJMJOMAN. 

Informant stated that SMITH is maintaining cont act with 
HUBEBfr^UCKSt and has also been attempting to get in touch withf" "~ 



7^ 



Informant advised that SMITH started on his tour, which 
Informant had previously advised ot, on January 15, 1943* After making 
speeches in Chicago, St* Paul, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, SMITH expected to 
return to Detroit and hold an open meeting on January 24, 1943, at the 
Maccabees Building at 2:30 in the afternoon* This meeting would be a 
public meeting in the name of the America First Party* 
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Letter to the Director t 



January 22, 1943 



A- I A. A1 



. A. M M 



lniormant a cms ©a ^nat smj.tu'5 meeting m uncagu, x nv 
nois, was successful since oTer 1,000 people attended* Subscriptions to 
SMITH'S magazine to the extent of more than $100 were received at the 
Chicago meeting by SMITH. 

During SMITH'S absence from the City, BERNARD D0MAN, 
SMITH'S manager, succeeded In obtaining a "B" Gasoline Elation Book for 
SMITH. 
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J^H03XI»GBof Detroit, Michigan, and on January 8, 1943, ROLLINGS advised 
'SMITH'S manager, D0MAN, that he had an Important message from Wichita, 
Kansas, undoubtedly referring to GERALD ^/WINROD of Wichita, Kansas. 



Very truly yours, 



m 
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/ y^SJOHN S. 6xSAS ^ ^ J 
( I Special Agent in Charge 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
• DIRECTOR 
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ItJteral Surf au of fotarsttgatimt 
Mntte & States Department of luetic* 

9asI)tnBtan, SL C* 

Detroit, 1'ichigan 
January 1$, 1943 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



SI 



Re: -GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
^(MUTTEE OF ONE 1CXLI0N 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
(Bureau file 62-43318) 



Dear sir: 



Reference is made to Bureau letter dated December 10, 1942 
to the Special Agent in Charge at Indianapolis, Indiana, of rfiich a 
copy was sent to the Detroit Office with a request that the Detroit 
Offi ce should c heck records avai lable in Detroit > Michigan to asce r- 
tain 




lonmation* 

pat- 



She said she had no additional 



Very truly yours, 





rrn « ' Vrj 830CT 13 1964* * 




AWPxmmr 
100-7463 



i , J 

Jrfcrral Surrnu of Irtursttgati 
Snitra States Srpartmrnt of lustirr 

900 Standard Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 
January 19 1943 



Dlrector, TBI 



KEi ^-GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SWTH, Was? 
^COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000; 
Internal Security - Gj 
Custodial Detention; 
Sedition 



Dear Sir: 



Reference la made to the report of Special Agent 

dated May 23, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan wherein was set forth a lead for the 
Cleveland Field Division to Investigate the ohaxacfcer and background of Jfag*, 
DAVI»-S¥ANLET and the organization known as "The^United Mothers of America". 

Mrs. DAVID STANLEY was one of the founders of "The United Mothers 
of America" and has been its only president, which position she has continued 
to hold up to the present time. 

This organization has been the subject of an Independent investiga- 
tion conducted by the Cleveland Office and reported under the caption "United 
Mothers of America; SEDITION", Background information on both the organiza- 
tion and Mrs «_JjAVIIL£EANLE r, as its president, appeared in the report of 
Special Agen'^^^^^^B dated July 23, 1942 at Cleveland, Ohio. A review 
of this indie a?es^si^^Be Detroit Office received copies thereof and is 
therefore in possession of the Information requested in their lead set forth 
in the above-captioned matter* 



This matter is therefore being considered by this office as referred 
upon completion to the office of origin. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is iwciissra , 

DATE— i^p^i^i^ 



Very truly yours, 



CCi 2-Detroit 



ICTOKY 




LKLAND V. BOARDMAN 
Special Agent in Charge 

& 

INDEXED 
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JOHf<EDGAR HOOVER 
DlRBfcTOR 
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Wehttal Sweat! of lnar*tigathm 
United States department of Justice 

9!a*l?mgtdn, EL <ff. 

Detroit, liichigan 
January 26, 1943 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Y/ashington, D. C. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ... 
DATE BY SPto^tin 

<£> 

Re: ^SEEALD L. K. SLIITH, with aliases 
^COIISTTTS OF ONE LULION 
IKTSai-IAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETf^TICi; 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 




Dear Sir: 

Please be 
been received froriT 
you: 



advised that 




e following additional information has 
whose identity is known to 




Si;iTH is continuing to engage principally in the organization of 
a new nation-wide political party which he has decided to call the America 
First Party. This political party is designed to be, active in the 1944 Presi- 
dential election. SklTH has frequently stated that the purpose ,of the 
party is to assure that the people of the United States will have a real 
choice for the President in 1944 and not a situation such as existed in 1940 
when they had to choose between R0033V3LT £Jid V.UXKIE. SI'ITH has expressed 
his regret that the America First Committee was disbanded shortly after 
December 7, 1941. He has decided to reorganize the America First Committee 
all over the United States as a working nucleus of the America First Party. 
Kis purpose is to assure the people of the United States that they will have 
a true isolationist as a candidate for President in 19A4 and not merely 
two internationalists to choose from. SKITH has said that it will not be 
necessary for a member of the new party to withdraw from either the Re- 
publican or Deiiiocratic party. KJiCOKDiiii 

SIHTH indicated slogans that were to aj^e^r:.^bnI3^c*ters- j wfcic" 
displayed at their meetings at Eagles Hall, Detroit, Ilich^an wheti SIXTH ! 
held a meeting on January 10, 1943. The slogans that werej ^i 031 ?^^ 1Q 
SIXTH were "Billions for defense; not a penny for international prbpdgafida 
"Butter for Americans first;" Order of loyalties - armed forces first, civ^ 
s^ond, Allies third, rest of world last;" "Bring the botir -home when the 
~" is won;" "No fourth tern;" "Yfe must have a peace in b.944*! 1 America 
first means feed, clothe and defend Americans first a" "The f our fre 
America first;" "Drive the internationalists out of V/ashington;^ 1 . 






Letter to the Director Re: G5HALD L. K. SIXTH, was 

January 26, 1943 CCUHTTES OF ONE I'TT.T.TOK 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G ' 
CUSTODIAL DETECTION 
(Bureau file 62-43^18) 

"i/e fight all attempts at world Government^' *SS02GE raSHUKTON and not HE22RY 
WALLACE will decide the destiny of America;" "America first in war and 
peace." 

Sl'ITH, at his meeting on January 10, 1943* announced the formation 
of the America' First Party and gave a press release to that effect. He 
also announced that he would tour the nation making speeches at Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Cleveland, Fort 1,'ayne and Erie. 33TH said that he 
v.ould appoint a Committee of One Thousand as an executive committee for the 
America First Party • He explained to Mr. KK07XSS that his purpose in form- 
ing a Wq ti Qnpi Committee of One Thousand wss to rscjuire his opponents to 
'♦scatter their shots" instead of singling out a few people to harrass. 

S'XTH explained to Kr. I'URRA^&IO'./LES, former member of theOAmerica 
First Party, it had become necessary because of the activities of HENRY 
Y.'ALLACS and ViEIDEL V.TLIJCIE and their attempts to put the United States 
into a vrorld Government. 3MTH explained that if the Democrats should 
nominate BURTON K-^K ESLSR for President or if the Republicans should nominate 
TAFT or LH-'DBERGH, it would be unnecessary for the America First Party to 
nominate its own candidate* SiriTH said that the Third party is being set 
up as an aggresive force in case the Democrats and Republicans merge as 
they did in 1940 when the people had to choose between ROOSEVELT and YtTLLKXS* 
S!'ITH said that if the people didn't set up a new party they would^t have 
a way to express their choice in 1944. He stated that if the Democrats 
nominate a good man and rescue their party from the New Deal Communists and 
bureaucratic Fascists and if the Republicans nominate a good man, devoted 
to industrial destiny for America then this new party could dissolve. 

Sl'ITH said that th@ units of the party could take upon themselves 
to have names such as the George Y/ashington Unit, the Taft ynit and the 
Lindbergh Unit. He suggested that the platform of the America First Party 
would be to urge an investigation of Lend-Lease activities, to support 
compensations, bonuses and reemployment for service men, to fight all 
attempts at bureaucratic Fascism, to support all patriotic labor movements 
in the hands of patriotic Americans, to support a high tariff, to support 
a farm bloc in Congress, to set an example of a high living standard for 
the '7orld instead of lowering the American standard of living in order 
to raise the standard of living in the rest of the world. 



S13TH has planned to picket the Detroit Athletic Club at noon on 



Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SIXTH, was 

January 26 , 1943 COL" IITTKS OF 0N3 IXLLION 

INTERNAL SSCIT--I1T - G 
CUSTODIAL DELETION 
(Bureau file 62-43S16) 

January 13, 1943 at which time Kr. CLAREKCE K^STREIT, author of "Union 
Kovf" and noted internationalist, is going to speak. SIXTH suggested to 
Krs. 1'juiY KK0'.:LS3 that the Detroit Athletic Club should be picketed and 
if Lrs. KliO'.XES would volunteer to picket, he would recruit other volun- 
teers. The picket signs are being prepared by the wife of SIXTH' s manager, 
1'rs. BZ: : JlASIr*t)OrAN, to read as follows: "STREIT is e propagandist;" 
"*.;e are mothers of soldiers;" "STREIT is a traitor - we support the V/ar, 

we fight international propoganda;" "Let STREIT go straight to ;" 

"America first;" "Keep America independent;" "STRHIT should be in the 
Army;" "Detroit is no place for STREIT." 

SMTH has ordered 600 flags of the United Nations some of which 
he expects to have displayed by the ones picketing the Detroit Athletic 
Club at the time of STREIT' s speech. 

SIXTH has announced that the headquarters of the America First 
Party will be at 2006 Industrial Sank Building, which is also the head- 
quarters of SIXTH'S Committee of One llillion. Kov/ever, SLXTH has denied 
that there is any organic connection between the Committee of One 1'illion 
and the Ar.erica First Party. As previously reported, SIXTH'S purpose 
in making this denial is that the Committee of One 1'illion is not permitted 
under its articles of corporation to collect money for any political pur- 
pose. SIXTH instructed his manager, BE ; J\ ! A_ ? .^tXDl^N, to sign a receipt for 
certain pictures as "America First Party, BS.WAKD DOtiAN, Agent." 

Informant advised that DUj^HASRSLSOK, who has been in Detroit for 
the past several months acting as SlilTH's advisor and attorney, is returning 
to Atlanta, Georgia, where he will become a law partner with the retiring 
Governor EUGENE TADIADGE. 

LXTH has contlnue^hisattenDts to obtain a deferment for 
, son of M p of Cleveland, Ohio, who is mak- 

ing trips to the East^^^sffiJhTnconnection with the organization of the 
America First Party. SIXTH succeeded through CHARLES SCRSESCK, Vice- 
President of the Ford Ho tor Company, to get HEEHTsFQRD to write personally 
requ esting a d eferment to the Cleveland Draft Board, but nevertheless 
youn JB|| ||J was classified in 1A. SL ITI^her^usjeste^that young r 
m Bap^^Tor a Naval commission through ^^^^SBB^^^S^^fot the 
iJaval Aviation Candidate Sele ction Boa rd in^he Bo ok Building, Detroit, 
t'ichisan. S*XTK explained toBBBMthatflBffiHas a close friend of 
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ocs.aaTTEE of cm icillion 

IKTEHNAL SECURITY - G 
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(Bureau file 62-43S18) 



KAHP^>B2&STT of the Ford llotor Company in that BSHNETT had placed| 

SKSr^iaWiyffl!?^fc and explained young I Hs ca se* He said thai 

was^l^^^^^^ffend of all of us in oH^Sq tha t Wk jL^y was the one wtto 
refused to bow when a group of Communists thr eat eneato seize Youngs town 
while DAVEY was governor." SITTH was careful to explain that he did not 
expect any favgr^bu^hewanted youn^^Wjj ^M to rece ive appropriate con- 
sidcration.^^^^^^^^^^Sp said that youa " «6SS54f should come to his office 
and just mention S.ITH's name. 

S.'ITH has embarked on an active cajunai 1 "! to drive State Senator 
STAIl*2rf^T0' out of his seat in the Michigan State Senate • 1;0'.*AK was 
indicted on December 12, 1942 by a federal Grand Jury at Detroit, llichigan 
for having perjured himself when he obtained his naturalization in 1938 by 
swearing that he was not affiliated with the Communist Party or a disbeliever 
in organized Government. SI'ITH has advised several Stote Senators in Llichi- 
gan th?t he had information of his own that would prove that L'Q'.jUC is a 
Communist and therefore unfit to represent the people of Kichi^an. SI3TH 
has reportedly contacted the Ford 1,'otor Company and the office of KAP3Y BEN- 
USTTto obtain inf ormstion to the effect that 1*0' /AE is a Communist. 




advised SI.1ITH that he 

"received HA3EY BEI H-IETT 1 s permission to turn over to S:\ITH any informa- 
tion which he himself had concerning KOVfAK or any information in the files 
of the Ford Kotor Company. SI'ITH has also advised informant and, many other 
of his friends that he has indisputable proof that NOV;AK*s wife, 11ARGARET 
I:0"7AK, he s been head of the Education Committee for the Communist Party of 
Tichigan for sevsral years. SIIITH is attempting to be heard by the Llichigan 
State Senate so that he can prove that IIOTr Aj^s^a^CCTgimin ist . SITTH has 
also attained information about NOV.'AK from ^S SBBSB BF another employe© 
of the Ford 1'otor Company, Service Department * 



JJ1 it-Mill oil l> fjdJLU UllclU 



of Detroit, llichigan as a possi ble 
activities. SITTH has contacted" 
tion about Communist activities oi 



.ormant con cerning NOVAKS Communist 

an effort to get informa- 



ss?33 riiifornied S5HTH that STAIX3Y NOV/AK's nafee had appeared 
on releases of theTroletarian Party. SK:TH advised AKTONIO^Je LOREIZO, 
correspondent for the United Press, that Judge O'SRIiSM was instrumental 
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INTETiNAL SECURITY - G 
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in getting NO'TAK seated in the Michigan State Senate even after his indict- 
ment, SMITH explained that O'BRIEN was the Attorney General who quashed 
the indictment about 1919 when EARLr^R0TiD3l and other Communists were 
raided at Bridgeman, Michigan. \ 

Informant has advised that Internal Revenue events are continuing 
their investigation of SMITH'S alleged evasion of the Federal Income Tax 
Lav;s. This investigation has disturbed SMITH to a certain extent. Informant 
stated that agents had been inspecting the records at SMITH'S office and 
have also interviewed h!3S:c'P<iUCKER. Before their interview vdth LUCKER, 
SMITH contacted LUCKJR to warn him that the Internal Revenue agents con- 
templated interviewing him and SMITH got together with LUCKEft because he wanted 
"to refresh LUCK&l's recollection." SMITH said that the Revenue agents 
asked 5- ITH himself how much he got for going to Louisiana in 1940 and 
campaigning for EARL LONG and SMITH told LUCKER he answered that he wished 
he had what he spent. SMITH also said that they were Questioning him about 
money he received in New York and he explained that his records had been 
stolen by a set of -Jews in New York who were using them to incite LUCKER 
against SMITH. SMITH also said that they were interested in finding out 
how much money had been spent for the radio. 

SMITH informedy^jgfe^y SecretarvtoI^R^EITITErT, that an 
engoveeoftheFord KotorCompan^named Br^J^S^^Q^L" 33 Saving information 
to Jj^^j^^jt co ncerning pe rsons who^ISWec^neFord Motor Company. 
SM^^^xpTaane^that tf^a ^M was working for the Jews in New Y ork and 
also for the Du Pont W^S^^^^freassured SMITH that |^^|fwas reliable 
but a 'ITH said that^HpSfJ an^^K^^mjB were formerly associated and that 

was a douD^e^rosser . SMlTHsaid that he learned about this 
assoc^Wion from an informant who was entirely reliable and who has appeared 
before the F.B.I, quite a bit, 

SMITH has contacted ^^SIESKS HENRY FORD's personal secretary, 
in order to arrange for an exhibition of HENRY FORD's valuable violin col- 
lection to GERALD SMITH'S niece who is visiting him. Arrangements were also 
made in this same way for violin lessons for his niece. 

SMITH has been contacting JO^McV/HLIAltS of Barrin^ton and Chicago, 
Illinois but informant did not know what business was transacted between 
them. Informant also stated that SMITH had been attempting to contact 
CHARLES LIKD3SRGH who had been out of the city. SMITH was interested in 
obtaining and was finally successful in obtain a quotation made by BERNARD 
BARUSCH before a Congressional Committee about 1936 in which BARU3GH revealed 
that there was a scheme being forced upon the people of regimentation com- 
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pelling then to work and fight and that by this scheme people could be de- 
prived of food, fuel and other necessities of life if they did not obey 
orders. After S:iTH obtained this quotation, }ie commented on it to a friend 
in the person of informant saying that B2"J3ARJ>^SARUSCH , in 1936, said 
that the only way to keep the American people in line would be by rationing 
them and punishing those who do not cooperate by withdr awing their ration 
books • 



Very truly yours, 





l — - 
^ - 



JPHa:WJ 




Qitat January 23, 19 43 
lot SAC, Detroit 



Front J. Rdgar Hoorer - Director, federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjeoti OKRALD L. K. SMITH 

couuims OF ONK IHUIOI 

INTERNAL SEOmiTT ■ 

SEUITIOH 



Tor your Information, there are transmitted herewith photostat tio 
oopiee of an article captioned/^See Plot ^ Force Runaway Prices: 
America Firsters Drum Up AnU-fdH Drive", which appeared in the 
January U, 1943, iasue of the .Tally Sorters 

As you will note, this article In part pertains to the alleged 




political activities of subject. 



' - / fti clo sure 
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Sis* ; X ■ 
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Plot 





to Force/Runaway Price* 

' . — - — I— — r . 

America Firsters Drum Up Anti-FDR Drive 



By LOUISI 



rCHELL 



- 1 

1! 



Behind the current " plan to wreck the gov- 
ernment's effort to keep prices down lies a 
pro-fascist political plot to revive the America 
First Committee and' steer the nation to eco- 
nomic chaos and military disaster. 

This is seen in the newly-revealed link be- 
tween the notorious pro-fascist Gerald K^ Smith^ 



jwho is the driving spirit of ih *^™*rfcff F irgt -frrrti 



fig's 



revival campaign, and the defeatist activities 
of Qurton IC , Wheeler, who yesterday joined 
the reactionary "farm""bloc" to oppose the 
latest OPA order putting a halt to the steady 
rise in corn prices. 

On^Sunday, Smith told 3,000 America First- 
ers (bit the "best way for the Democrats to 
kill" tie President's anti-inflation program Is 
"to put a man like Burton K. Wheeler In 
leadership," 



"And the best way to kill" Willkie's influ- 
ence in the Republican Party "is to respect the 
editorial policy of such journals as the Chicago 
Tribune." Quit stalling, said the editor of the 
fascist publication "The Cross and the Flag," 
and "follow the course marJred ouf by men 
like Taft, Brooks and Lindbergh." 
Smith chose America's most outspoken de- 
ists in Congress to iead the conspiracy 
against the United Nations. , 

Wording in close harmony with the Smith , 
gang, Wheeler as their appointed spokesman,! 
yesterday, tried to wreck the government's! 
order to control corn prices by saying that] 
"they can't do it under the law" j 

Wheeler and Smith don't want corn prfces 
controlled because the action is Bcdd to 



(Continued on Page 4) 
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HEREIN IS IBKUSSKHI 

COWES DESTROYS* 

83 OCT l 3 /jSV U-H 



This is a clipping from . 

P^ 6 / of the * * - : ' 
Daily Worker for 

Clipped at the Seat 
of Government, 



(Continued from Page 1) 

forerunner "of ceilings on all major 
crops. It will encourage meat, dairy 
and egg production which has been 
Buffering due to high com prices. 
He's against every move to keep the 
cost of living down In order to 
create economic as well as political 
chaos. Raise the price of eggs, bread 
and meat and workers will cut down 
on produ;:ion. This will help Hitler. 
Smith and Wheeler know that. 

me open revun, mwut »t»« bv»- 
ernment's 3ght to stabilize living 
costs was also seen in the "farm 
bloc's" mounting opposition to the 
Office of Price Administration. 

The bloc Is now campaigning for 
the relaxation of all existing price 
ceilings directly affectinfc the food 
budget of every American. Senator 
Prentiss M. Brown, scheduled to 
take Leon Henderson's piace, Is said 
to be facing an organteed farm bloc 

*n 1.4 1 1 ~ 1 1 naiKnira Wh»»I»r 

statement of policy 



U11VC VJ ^JU KL 



demanding a 

from Brown "or else," It Is said, the 
Serate may not approve his ap- 
pointment. . 

LABOR SLOW TO ACT 

The farm bloc Is out to wreck 
the entire rationing program also. 
While not all farm bloc Senators 
may be of a defeatist stamp, their 
willingness to go along with Wheeler 
for the sake of profits- as -usual 
makes them the worst enemies of 
the nation's welfare. Even though 
the bloc la just a minority in Con- 
gress 't h*f managed to bulldoze 
the entire body and set policy be- 
cause labor has been alow in sup- 
porting the government's economic 
program and fighting its enemies. 

The farm bloc Intends to carry 
on the destructive work begun In 
the T7th Congress which helped to 
make the President's seven point 
economic program an instrument 
for defeatists against the war I 
effort. I 

The appeasers and the "America ( 
First gang are also pointing their, 
guns against the Government's ' 
lend-leasa— 4tfttg««i, Dont sendj 
food supplies to the Allies, they' 
say, that .will make It easier tor; 



HlUao, PhtWi's rantings Include 

^IV*1MI.U» o*U£.nua aw. *>uvm~> 

for Americans first; meat for 
Americans first; America First 
means— feed, clothe, defend Amer- 
icans first. He says: 

"We shall support a thorough In- 
vestigation of lend-lease activities, 
as being Inaugurated by Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler. . . . 

We shall support the American 
Farm Bloc in Congress now at 
tempting to save the American 
farmer from being reduced to regi 
mented peonage on a par with the 
peasantry of foreign nations." 

It all fits Into a pattern. Pro- 
fascist Wheeler is carrying the ball 
In Congress for all the pro-fascists 
still at large. 

Government statistics show that 
87 per cent of all pork produced 
In the United States is being used 
for army and civilian needs. And 
99 per cent of four other voluntary 
rationed meats are still at home. 
Only one per cent is going to the 
Allies! Only a per cent of our egg 
production is shipped to the United 
Nations. 

These figures show the inadequacy 
of our lend-lease to date. They 
prove that more lend-lease is 
needed not less for the United Na 
tlons, especially thdse countries 
which are doing the bulk of the 
fighting. 

Labor cannot dare to miss this 
opportunity to fight back at the 
appeasers who are organizing for 
a Hitler victory right under their 
very noses. - ft 

Each success an the nirt of 
Smith and Wheeler means, more 
Americans and Allied <wl die is died 
on the battlefield! • - 
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SKITH'a principal activity is organizing 
politic Dl party for 1944 Presidential election 
under roie ofCkmerica First Party, SMITH re- 
ceiving assistance of Ford Motor Company 
officials pother' s of America, former mem- 
bers o&ijnerice First Committee and present 
members of Committee of One Million although 
he disclaims any organic connection between 
Commit t -3 e of One Million and America First 
Party. Platform of America First Party will 
be to assure that. voters will have a real 
choice in 1944 and in case Republicans and 
Democrats don't provide an isolationist can- 
didate, America First Party will* SMITH also 
active in petitioning members of Michigrn 
State Senate to unseat State Senator STANLEY 
F07AK, recently indicted for perjury in deny- 
ing that he was e Communist whenncturalized. 
JlliT H still collaborating withJgTl^lsf 

URSST/ associate of Rev. GERALD B^'JIKROD. 
SMITH also plans' to sue WALTER : 7INCHELL" for 
one million dollars libel arising from pub- 
lished statement that SMITH had been indicted, 
SltlTH presently being investigated for alleged 
fraudulent income tax returns 1936 through 
1941 by Internal Revenue Agents, Sl'ITH arranged 
to picket Detroit Athletic Club January 13, 
1943 during luncheon address of CLARENCE K. 
6TREIT, veil known internationalist and author 
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of the book "Union Now." SMITH planning 

political speeches throuffrou^iiriwest* 

STITH in contact withB J of Chicago, 

Illinois, SKITH contffle^Tocontact CHARLES 

AVCINDSERGH. 
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DETAILS: 



Bureau letters dated December 10 and December 
15, 1942. (Bureau file 62-43818). 

At Detroit. Kichigan 




_ _ whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, has advised the writer that GERALD L. K. SIXTH'S principal activity 
since his defeat in the political race for the office of United States Senator 
from the State of Michigan, has been the organizing of an independent political 
party to participate in the 1944 Presidential election. SMITH has, expressed 
that the reason for this activity at such an early date is that in some states 
it takes twelve to sixteen months to have a new political party included on 
the ballet. First STITH intended to cell the party the American Party with a 
program of intense American nationalism. He later favored the name Safety First 
Party when he hit upon the idea that the new political party would not neces- 
sarily be independent but that it was just a precautionary device to guarantee 
that a suitable Presidential candidate would be offered to the people of the 
United States in 1944. He openly condemned both the Democrat and Republican 
parties for the 1940 candidates because he contended that WILLXIE was a 
"New Deal fifth columnist" in the reins of the Republican party and to choose 
between ROOSEVELT and T 7TLLKIE was no cho 
announcements and also has inferred ^Hk.-^ . , „ ..^ 

if the Republican party would put up a good isolationist candidate such a a 
LINDBERGH or BURTON KC^fHEEISR, then there would be no necessity for the In- 
dependent party to put up its own 'candidate. SMITH has finally chosen the 
n?me America First Party with the idea in mind that he would re-erect the 
America First Committee all over the country and use them to promote the cause 
of American nationalism end opposition to any international commitments after 
the present war was concluded. a' lT H ha s be e n infrequent contact, according 
to informant, with ^f^^j^^S^^^ ^^^'^S^ f of Ford Motor Company,, 
concerning this prospect^repoxJtTcaj^arty. 



e at a ll. SI'ITH has m ade public 

rivately that 
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of Cleveland, Ohio, has been making trips to the 
East to contact c^^ment individuals who are opposed to the present adminis- 
tration in an cttempj to get themorgnnized into the America First Party* 
The informant suspected thatMffijjp^p was attempting to contrct former Post- 
master JAMES FARLEY and THOKA^CORCORAN . 

SMITH has also frecuently expressed praise for the editorial policy 
of the Chicago Tribune which has sometimes expressed the desirability of a 
third party, SMITH expects that his political party will attract the dissen- 
tient members of the Democratic party who are opposed to ROOSEVELT'S New Deal 

nnl^niae *■ *\ 4- Via D»w.k1<AKH — X. ,.JL. a — — _ .J & i.U~ T1TTT T If TU .»1Ja» 

of copperatlon with the New Deal, Informant stated ^^^j/Eg^gM^^m^j^Sr^ 

former members of the America F ^c a L Party, have beenver^activeln 
"organizing this third pexjtoMJ|Bj ^^^^H [H||te made e trip to Washington, D. C 
where she contacted vaiioiWtenctorsara Congressman as previously reported in 
reference report. 

On December 15, 1942, B|^1251SI5 stated to SMITH that she had a 
Christinas tree delivered to her home by a man that went to school with Hitler, 
slept in the same bed with him and who knew GOERING. She said thflk this msn 
was a painter and that ho had also painted some of the murals tn 
in Rome. When SMITH was discussing the political situation wiQil 
the informant observed that SMITH was violently opposed to the noftinfltlort oJ 
TVILLKIE in 1944 but SMITH commented that "ALF LANDON would not be bad. He 
ist Lend-Lease and he is anti-war. M Informant stated that 

periodically reported to SMITH the progress he was making with 
or_.the new political party and on one occasion SMITH made it 
"\hat "there is no thought of a conference that does not 
The general plan was to bring the leaders of the new 
[ political party to Detroit where a confe rence could be h ad with Mr. FORD.. 
;) SiriTH, in turn* reported his progress taj ~"* 






.s cont acts 
cleer to _ 
include Mr, 



g JITfl has also b^en cont^ctingotheroff^^^^^^^h^Tor^Motor 
Company on other matters. He requested ^^ ^j m^^^^^ ^^ ^^S^^^^^^^ of 

the Ford Hot or Compa ny, to prevail upon HENKT^PORD to request o deferment for 

^ and lEKR^^Ddio^obut the Cleveland Draft Board 
nev 7 less classified W ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^f in 1A. SMITH also has contacted 

^^^S^^&MM HENRY FORD '^personalsecretary , in order to get permission for 
smith's nieco to inspect the collection of rare violins owned by HENRY FORD, 

Informant stated that SMITH is now being investigated by Internal 
Revenue agents for alleged Income Tax evasion in his 1936 to 1941 Income Tax 
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returns, SMITH has bsen seriously concerned pbout this investigation but he 
h:s told informant and other friends of his thct he is not too worried because 
he has reported every cent th£t he ever learned. 

SMITH is contemplating contacting yr^S^S^SS ^^^" o^' Detroit, 
Michigan, who in^rmant believed to be an associate of Rev. GER AID B« TOJROD, 
of '"itchita, Kansas.* SMITH has provided secretarial aerviqi 
end hcs furnished him with some material for his radio rddressesT 



H 

mm 




SlflTH is also preparing to institute a one million dollar libel 
suit against WALTER T *INCHELL and Liberty Magazine for a libel appearing in the 
article "Americans *fe Can Do Without" stating that GER-.LD L. K. SLITH had 
been indicte^forsed^^^n^The only problem now confronting SKITH and his 
■ attorney, ^j^^^^K^^^ff^M, is v/hether to bring the suit in Detroit or 
;New York. SfcUTH would prefer that the suit be brought in Detroit because he 
'has expressed some concern that if the suit is brought in New York there might 
' be a Jew on the jury that would ruin the case, SMITH has been in contact with 
r.rrington and Chicago, Illinois, but informant did not know 
or "any business that they had transacted. 

SMITH has been trying to capitalize on the recent indictment of 
Michigan State Senator STANLEY NCWAK, on the ground that NOTAK perjured him- 
self when he w?s naturalized and swore that he w^s not a member of the Communist 
Party. Informant explained that SMITH has long been an outspoken enemy of 
the Communists and S?JITH has under-taken to contact every State Senator in 
Michigan in an attempt to have NGT7AK unse- ted. S1IITH was obviously elated 
over NOTAK's prosecution and has frequ3ntly announced that it is a clear 
declaration of policy that the United States Government was not going to per- 
mit Communists to run rampant in the United States merely because the United 
States has found it expedient to form a military alliance with Russia. SL'ITH 
has privately expressed that he is somewhat pleased over the indictment of 
tfOTAK at this time because "The Government is so pro-Communist that they would 
not prosecute NO* TAX unless they had to because he was causing someone a lot 
of trouble." 

Informant advised that SMITH publicly announced that he discontinued 
his radio broadcasts so that he could devote his full time to editing his 
magazine, "The Cross and the Flag" and "to other vital" activities. However, 
ho has admitted privately to others in the presence of informant that he was 
not permitted to discuss controversial subjects on the radio and he refused to 
reform his radio broadcasts if he was not permitted to use controversial subjects. 
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Txfnmiaxf efntn/) fViaf Ci.rTfU WftrlflnO "1 Tl P.nTl llirt. 1 flfl HO.th ' 
— ,ui uipuw sua k<au wit-, is uikxih) w» **-"-*•£> — — —•■•o — ■— ~ — 

attempted to purchase smr.ll religious portraits for distribu- 
tTon S *to"men in the Armed Forces but he wr.s unsuccessful because of priorities. 
They were unable to obtain any photographs or souvenirs suitable for his 
purpose. ■ 




^4 



Informant ..tPted that when SMITH was first a ttempting to f 
America party, he had he?rd that name had been used by__ 

Detroit i Michigan. Sl£ITH> however, found out that 
ift organ? nation whi ch^BS^^^^Sg hr.A started was largely deed and was not 
entitled to be listed o'n^ieTTFicial ballot of any state. SiftTH referred to 
R03E?.T""VIETTG, Local leader of the America "m First Committee, and commented 
th?t VIETIG made it a point to nominate de^ffctesbefore the America First 
Committee disbanded. STITH reiterated to^^^^j^^^ that the America First 
organization should never have been disc on t inue^j__sn d while discussing his 
plans for a new political party withl^ ^^^g^^ p he hit" upon the idea of 
re-crgsnizing the America First Comm^te^intothe nucleus of the new political 
party. SMITH was very anxious to disclaim any organic connection between the 
Committee of One Million and the New America First party because he said the 
Committee of One Million was not permitted to solicit funds for any political- . 
purposes. 

The earliest slogans chosen by SHITH for the new party were "The 
America First Party, the Americans first and safety first!" "This is not a 
third party. It is a guarantee of the preservation of the party system;" 
"No international Government but a national Government with an independent f 
destiny.' 1 Informant believed that SMITH is planning to use as a symbol of 
the America First Committee the bust of GEROGE WASHINGTON who stood for isola- ' 
tionism and spiritual symbol would be the cross and flag "the same as for the 
Committee of One Million;" patriotic symbol the American eagle. SMITH has 
also suggested to his friends the following additional slogans: "Isolationism 
is not dead;" "America must remain independent; 11 "GEORGE WASHINGTON not HENRY 
WALLACE shell determine the destiny of America;" "Clothe America first, feed 
America first, defend America first and defend the four freedoms of America 
first." All of these slogans were placed on placards and were paraded up and 
down the aisles at the meeting SMITH held in Eagles Hall in Detroit, Michigan 
on January 10, 19A3 when he publicly announced the organization of the America 

SMITH is attempting to interest Mrs. PAu£"FITZSBMJNS of Newport, 
Rhode Island, woman vice-president of the Republican Nation al Committee, in the 
newly formed America First Party* SMITH has p.Iso contacted 
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for the same purpose* SMITH explained to | p that the purpose of the new 
party would be "lo chastise" the other parties. SMITH stated that the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties were afraid of what SMITH himself, HENRY FORD 
and Rev. CH ARIES ENOUGH LIN were going to do but SMITH made it clear that all 
they wanted to do was Just be good Americans and be interested in America first, 

^^^SMIffl^according to informant » has also been receiving assistance 
frcraB§^^^i43j^^^^ whom SMITH requested to contact the retiring Governor 
of Georgia^EU?EN^^D£ADGE. Informant also stated that IR>"HAERELSON, who had 
been SMITHS attorney in Detroit, Michigan for the past several months, was 
returning to Georgia in January, 1943 to become a law partner of the retiring 
governor of Georgia, EUGENEJGAUS/.DGE in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Informant stated that StflTH has also contacted 
o^Chigago^ininois in connection with the formation of the third party. 
| B related that his brother was in Hong Kong and was gross ly m is* 

tr^^ST^tnT?apanese^aiITO*in repeating his conv ersation with! 

p said that^ B informed him that 1 

brother had been capxure^oytnedSpanese and they cut on his toes ana in- 
flicted 23 cuts on his body. SMITH conmented that if we don f t stop sending 
this stuff to Russia and get down to fighting this war we will be defeated 
by the JgD s rf ise-for t hey are the strongest nation in the world. SMITH des- 
c H h& d Mb ILr' i' tl^T* a a being "with the Chicago Tribune." SLTTH re- 

peated- ThisstSrxJ^^ according to informant, end when he 

repeated it tt^f^^^^^i^sSW^^ 6 stated "These internationalists and Jews 
don ! t care what happens to our people : in the Pacific. They are only concerned 
with Hitler." SMITH also criticized his successful political opponent, Senator 
HOMER FERGUSON of Michigan for having "consorted with Jews." SMITH has fre- 
quently expressed his belief that now is the appropriate time to come out with 
an anti-League of Nations campaign. SMITH has suggested that the proper line 
of propogande would be to agree to if we enter into any form of world Government 
the distribution resulting thersfrom will take from us our food, our rubber and 
everything end give it to e^^heother people of the world. SMITH was em- 
phatic in pointing out tofl Wf that all propoganda should point out 
that constant effort should be made to improve the conditions of theUnited^^ 
States soldiers because "nothing is too good for our soldiers | Jff 
end SMITH agreed thet they should campaign for free trans port a tionforsolaiere 
on furlough at least once every year. 



SMITH commented favorably on the replacement of I£0N HENDERSON by . 
PRENTISS M. BRCWN *s the head, of the Office of price Administration because 
even though S1HTH disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS H. BROV/N, he said he 
would rather have a white man from Michigan than a Jew from New York* SMITH 
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also commented that it was difficult to accomplish any Christmas shopping 
in Detroit because the negroes and foreigners made it uncomfortable for the 
"regular people." 

SMITH confided in informant that he had received information 
that the Senate would form a committee to investigate the Assistant United 
States Attorney General and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of 
the New Deal by li.Jicting them. 

Informant said that he heard SMITH tell HUHERT^LUCKER that HENRY 
FORD had personally given a job at the Ford Motor Company to SMITH* s son 
but young SMITH, without gratitude, quit the job and then left home* 

SJHTH criticized ROOSEVELT 1 s appointment o^gOJMffi^E^OJ^othe 
position of Food Administrator in England. He told J^§^^^^^^^^®f^^P h? 

of Chicago, Illinois that ROOSEVELT had appointed HENDERSON to London to 
give our food away. SMITH attempted to quote the scripture "He that provide th 
not for his own is worse than an infidel." 

-_v SMITH sent out one thousand tickets for his meeting at Eagle's 

Hall in Detroit, Michigan and had an audience of three hundred people. He 
Vt • claimed that there were five hundred that wanted to come but that accommo- 

: '^'' s da t ions could not be made for all. At this meeting, SKITH publicly announced 

the formation of the America First Party. SMITH had prepared in advance 
placards which were exhibited from the audience bearing various inscriptions: 
\/f- "Billions for defense - not a penny for internationalist propoganda;" "Butter 

ft for Americans first;" "Order of loyalty - Armed forces first, civilians 

\i second, Allies third and rest of world last;" "Bring the boys home when the 

war is won;" "No fourth term;" "We must have a choice in 1944;" "America 
first means clothe and defend Americans first;" "Four freedoms for America 
first;" "Drive the internationalists out of Washington." SKITH argued at 
j the meeting that the alarming activities of Vice-President WALLACE and 

j 'flENDELL tJ ?ILLKIE and others who are attempting to put the United States into 

Is "for Id Government has caused the formation of the America First Party. 
SKITH suggested that it would be unnecessary for the new party to propose 
candidetes in 1944 if the Democrats should nominate someone like Senator 
;\ I BURTON K, ''/HEELER or if the Republicans should nominate somebody like TAFT 

^ or LINDERGH. 

(Informant said that SKITH has contemplated that various units 
' of the America First Party should be set up bearing names such as GEORGE 

$p|j WASHINGTON unit, TAFT unit and LINDBERGH unit. He suggested that the people 

: M i • - 7 - 
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should support an investigation of Lend-Lease activities, support bonuses 
and reemployment of service men, should fight ell attempts at bureaucratic 
fascism, should support all patriotic labor movements in hands of patriotic 
Americans, should support a high tariff, should support a farm bloc in Con- 
gress and should lift the living standard of the world by setting a good 
example and not be lowering our own standard. 

SMITH, According to | B has been attempting to gather 

evidence- to prove that State Senator STAULSTWOTAK is a Communist and that 
his wife, K/.RGAREW? 07AK , is the director of the Educational Committee for 

uiio vujuuuiij. jjf.i ujf vjj. j.vij.uiiit; cui • iji ..Lin licia ucmcuucu una u no uc usciu uj 

the Kichigan State Senate so that he could prove that State Senetor STANLEY 
NO T '/AK was a Communist and unworthy to represent the people of Michigan. 
SMITH argued that Judge O'BRIEN was instrumental in getting State Senator 
NCHAK seated in the Senate, was the same man who, as attorney general about 
1919, cuashed the indictment when EARL HECMER and other Communists were 
raided at Bridgsraan, Michigan. 

According to informant, since SMITH received indications that the 
Internal Revenue agents, investi gating hls^aJJLe gad fraudulent Incom^Tax 
returns, were going to intervievrt^§§/WQ8SjB, SMITH remind edMBBBM>f 



trans actions that he thought the agentsHvould question^P^S about. SMITH 

.ous^o ] 

■mpaignet 

LUNii ana si:±TH said tnc^ji^answered them by saying ne wished ne naa wnatr 



told B^&lM that the Internal Revenue agents w^-*e anxioUS to know what 
SlITHgo^Tor his trip to Louisicna in 1940 when he campaigned for EARL V 



he spent. SJCLTH toldBgiiSp that some of the records of his receipts had 
beenstolen by a set o^Jews in NewYork and they were being used to incite 
Bp||f5Ba gainst SMITH. SMITH anc^U^p then attempted to reach some agree- 
^fn^as to the amount SMITH spen^onhis radio broadcasting. 

SMITH has continued to attempt to contact CHARLES LINDBERGH but 
has not yet been successful. SMITH was very anxious to get a copy of a 
ouotation supposedly made by BERNARD^BARAUSCH about 1936 before a Congressional 

mentation to compel them to work or fight and that it was being enforced 
by regulation of distribution of food, fuel and necessities of life. 

SJ'ITH has reouestod the assistance of 

I BH|^ re- " 

cruiting volunteers for the America First party. He said he contemplated a 
national committee of one thousand so that the opponents would have to "scatter 
their shots" instead of sending out a few peoole to be harrassed. SMITH 
has informed local Detroit newspapers that he contemplates making a tour 
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of the United States to organize the America First Party. He said he had 
assurance from the America First Committees that they would support him. 
S!.:iTH said that the headquarters of the America First Party would be on 
the twentieth flou->of the Industrial Bank 3uilding, Detroit, Michigan. 
This is SIuITHis present office for the Committee of One Million. However, - 
SITITH again insisted that there wee no connection between the America's 
*irst porty Committee of One Thousand and the original Committee of One 
Million. SMITH set forth his itinerary as follows; Chic ago - January 15; 
St, Paul and Minneapolis, January 17 and then later Cleveland, Fort T 7ayne, 
Erie and Milweulcee. SMITH has repeatedly emphasized that his new party 
will be r gainst ell interferences with the war effort but he believes that 
an isolationist can be more patriotic in a war than can be an interventionist. 
He said as an example that the people of the State of Michigan were primarily 
isolationist prior to December 7 , 1943 but that since that time the people 
of Michigan lead in every branch of the war effort.. 

Informant stated that when SIMTH heard that CLEENCE K. STKEIT 
was going to sper.k at the Detroit Athletic Club at noon of January 13, 1943 » 
he immediately planned to have his supporters picket the Detroit Athletic 
Club. SlilTH himself had his staff prepare the picket signs which were to 
read as follows: "STREIT is a propogandist;" "Vte are mothers of soldiers;" 
"STKEIT is a traitor;" "Vfe support the war, we fight international prooo- 

panda;" "Let STHEIT go straight to ;" "America first, tfeep America 

independent;" "STREIT should be in the army;" "Detroit is the wrong plp.ee 
for STHEIT . " For the occasion, SIIITH ordered six hundred United Nations 
f leg s from New York City which were to be shipped by other women who were 
to be participants in the demonstration. 

Enclosures To the Bureau: Two copies of SMITH'S magazine, "The Cross and 
the Flag" for December, 1942, 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

Ths following leads ere based uoon tvo memoranda submitted by 
the Criminal Division of the Department to the Bureau, copies of which 
irve been sent in Bureau letters drted December 10 and 15 > 1942 to Detroit 
Field Office. Relevant portion of the memorends are quoted with each 
lead: ^ 

CK AHLOTTE FIELD DIVISION 

TIT • -| 1 -IX A. J 1 J .1 • _ A_ . t TI T*» «# t nmT>T T7 li S. 

iiKij.j. eLLempt lo j.ocste «nu mLtrview n. jl. m^ux., cxeuui/xve 
Director of the SILVER SHIRTS of AliERICA, concerning telegrams end letters 
on the stationary of the SILV2R SHIRTS of AMERICA signed by SMITH whose 
SILVER -SHIRT registration number was 3223. 

The Departmental memo sets forth the following; "The following 
excerpt from the February 21, 1942, issue of 'The Hour' likewise indicates 
the existence of correspondence between Sl'ITH and PELLEY: 'On August 5, 
193G', H. E. MARTIN, Executive Director of the SILVER SHIRTS of .AMERICA 

which states: 

'"Answering your letter of the third regarding Mr. GERAID L, K. 
SIflTH's connection with the SILVER SHIRTS which you say he denies, we have 
on file certain letters and telegrams received from him. The letters ore 
fill written on SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA letterheads and signed by him. His 
registration number as a member of the SILVER SHIRTS was 3223 and his wife's 
number was 3220." ' 

It is reouested that an effort be made to locate correspondence 
between SMITH and PELLEY and if such should prove unsuccessful, to locate 
H. E. )JARTIN and interview him on the nature end location of the correspondence 
which he referred to in his above mentioned letter. 

At A5HVILLS, NORTH CAROLINA , ydll coverlea^requested by De- . 
pa.rtmentsl memo as follows: "Special Agent ( F( in his report Jj? 

dated August 25, 1942 et Indianapolis, Indian^^suggeststhrt PELLEY' s 
printing establishment was located in '.shville, North Carolina from about 
i?32 to 1940 and that correspondence between PEUEY and SU-Th may be among 
some seized by some local official at Ashville. 

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA FIELD DIVISION 



T 7ill attempt to locate and interview Mr. H. E. MARTIN, Executive 
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Director of the SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA. The Depertraent desires informa- 
tion from MARTIN about the correspondence between SUTH and PELLEY. For 
relevant portions of the Departmental memo, see lead above to Charlotte 
Field Division. 



XTff ORUSA NS FIELD DIVISION 

- At NSW ORLEAN S OR ALGIERS 

LONG 1 3 regime 
Michigan until 
interviewed co 

TV is noted that report of Special 
£9* 1942 at Atlanta, Georgia gives 
lev; Orleans, Louisiana. 

NF7 YORK FIEID DIVISION 




will attempt to locate and in- 
with SMITH durirg KUEY 
at Detroit, 



should be 
inances, suppor ters and activities 

dated August 




Will, if favorable, contact Dr. L. K. BURKKEAD, Director of 
^ITNDS of DEMOCRACY for information in his possession about GERAID L. K. 
S> : TIH and his activities and also in an effort to locate H. E. MARTIN, 
5'xocutive Director of SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA. For relevant portion of 
Departmental memo, see lead to Charlotte Field Division above, 

Will cover lead requested by De part m ent as follows ; "Referring 
to page 2 of the report of Special Agent Htla ted 
l9':-2 at Detroit, Michigan in wMch mentioi^Jmadeofanarticle carried by 
the United Press from noon on October 20, 1936, concerning the announcement 
by SMITH of the formation of a Fascist organization to seize the Government 
of the United States, It is requested that a effort be made to secure a 
cooy of SMITH'S announcement if it was in writing and in any case that you 
attempt to locate and interview concerning the context thereof, persons 
present when SMITH made such announcement • " 

Will cover leads as requested in Departmental memo quoting: "In- 
formation has been received from the attorneys for Time and Life magazine 
with offices in New York City. Have compiled a large file of information 
on SMITH in which may be reflected facts which will interest this (Criminal) 
Division. It is recuested that this file be secured or duplicated if it 
does exist and that any leads which may be indicated thereby be developed 
by investigation as soon as possible. 

Additional information has been received in this office that the 
law firm HOUSE, GROSSMAN, VORHAUS and HEIiEY of New York City handled a 
law suit against SMITH and some individual identified to the Criminal Division 
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?s the 'Banana King, and that one ^^^^S SSS^SS ^^^^/j or 50me other 
functionary in this law firm has pome information about £>rj.TH which developed 
as a- result of this law suit that may not be available elsewhere. It is 
reouested th?t this lead be developed and a report be supplied to the Criminal 
Division as soon rs possible. 11 

Vlllx *cover the lead requested in Departmental memo as follows: 
"Othsr info mat ion reaching this of fice_is_tjict_duri ng the time StUTH was 
established in New York, one^^S^^^^^^^SSS)f was intimately associated 
with him. It is desired tha1^o^eno??vortocscertain the identity of this 



T_l_ UXX bllV O ULSJ L> * 



WASHINGTON FHLD DIVISION 



7"ill cover lead requested in Departmental memo es^ollogs^ 
"There is set forth on page 6 of the report of Special Agent r ~ 
dated August 28, 1942 at New Orleans. Louisiana, information "IXIogecfj 
supplied to the Bureau' 




concerning a file said to have been 
complied by the HEARST organization on SMITH'S past." It is requested that 
this file be secured or duplicated if it is still in existence or that its 



± j 



lornicr existence ana trie inionnction exxegea \,o nave neen cunwin uu 
be vjrified by interviews of the parties mentioned by ~ r ** 



i _ j _ 



It is further reouested that any leads based upon an examination of 
Ts"material be developed by investigation,* 



Will cover lead recuested in Departmental memo as follows: 
"The Criminal Division likewise) has learned th<?t certain of PELLEY's files 

the HcCORMACK - DICKSTEIN Congressional 
in the custody of the Clerk of the House .« 



were seized in 1934 or 1935 by 
Committee and are presumed now 



prove unsuccessful, to locate F, E. MARTIN, Executive Director of SILVER 
SHIRTS of AMERICA and interview him on the nature and location of the 
correspondence to which he referred in his above mentioned letter to Dr. 
L. M. BURKHEAD, Director of FRIENDS of DEMOCRACY, New York City, New York, 
the context of which letter is set out in lead to Charlotte Field Division 
above. 



<on, D. C. 



ate and interview 
been ffiven ps 



JYill ettempt to loci 
whose address has 

'is iaid to have been a principal contact of the 
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Ford I'otor Company with GERAID SIXTH, SLIZA3STH BILLING and Rev. CHARIES 

E. COUGHLHt. 

DETROIT FELD DIVISION 

At ^ vtro it . Hichi gen . wi 11 continue to contact informants con- 
cerning the activities of GERALD L. K. SilTTH. 



- PENDING - 
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Date: 



Y 1 



February 2, 1?1a3 



T0 - SAC, Detroit . J i V 



From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

8u ^ ect; Gfcw-i l« x» ants 

- -'cac-itTss of oiit mixios 



For jour information there 1b ancloeed a copy 
of a leaflet adxertieing several speeches aade by subject 
at St, Paul, Llnneaota on January 17* l?i*3.- Ibis leafl#t 
was received at tbe 3ureeu Iron an aaonynotts score* and 
is forwarded to you for your information and consideration 
in connection with the investigation of this case. 



Bid o sure 



,Mr. ToUon 
Ur. E. A. Tamm^ 

Mr. Clegf 

Mr. Coffey. 

Mr. QlavU_ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nlobolt 

Mr. Roioa _ 

Mr. Traoy _ 

Mr. Car i on _ 

Mr. Handon. 
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BRING ^ < /ft FRIENDS — HEAR . , . A ^ 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 

America's Great Crusader for Christian Americanism 

C J T tn tC\A1. 

WDGY - 9:30 a, m. 

also in person at 

Junior Pioneer Hall, 

1 92 W. 9th St. — 1 0 :30 a. m. the| 

^ also in person at DAlI__<#A^jy2j^C 

Gustavus Adolphus Hall, Mpls^ 

17th Ave. & East Lake St. — 3 and 7:30 p. m. Same Day 

No Admission Charge 
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The loyaL moral and financial support given to 
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V>im and his organization to bring to the Twin Cities 
many speakers oi notorial and international prom- 
inence. 

While this splendid support has come from many 
quarters, mostly from individuals for which we are 
very grateful we think It fitting to express our profound 
appreciation for such outstanding support as has come 
from the Mothers of Minnesota* Royal Oak Clubs. 
Scrutineers, Northwest Monetary Conference, numerous 
Towns end members and many others. This, and the 
unswerving loyalty and financial odd provided by the 
membership of Re v. Stadskle v'i JJhurcJk and Radio 
Audience has given nTm a "gooa^arnoward the great 
work which lies ahead. 
f BUT PLEASE REMEMBER. IT IS ONLY A START. 
WE MUST DOUBLE AND REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS 
TO ENLIST MORE WORKERS FOR THE IMPENDING 
STRUGGLE TO INSURE ULTIMATE SUCCESS! 



| The Royal Oak Clubs Scored a big success in | 

1 bringing Father Curran of Brooklyn. Jt. Y. to SL Paul I 
twice. Thus enabling thousands oi "thinking people w 
in the northwest to hear his splendid message of truth 
and Christianity. The Mothers of Minnesota brought 
former United States Senator Rush D. Holt of West 
Virginia to Minneapolis so that the people oi the north- 
west might hear and see this dynamic and fearless 
exponent of truth and social Justice. 

Such outstanding speakers as W. B. Record of Los 
Angeles. Ralph Keeling of Chicago. Andrae B. NordV 
skog of Los Angeles, former Congressman Charles G. 
Blnderup of Nebraska. Prof. Wm, C Gehrke of Hast- 



ings Business College. Nebraska, Elizabeth Dllling of I 

_ « _»i i t..»i. n u. n j I 
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messages oi untold value. 



CHRISTIAN AMERICA IS AT THE CROSS ROADS 
There Is a small but highly organized, financially 
powerful minority who own and control the MONEY, 
the PRESS, the RADIO, the MOVIES, etc.. that are de- 
termined that we should sacrifice, suffer and give and 
Give AND GIVE TO SAVE GODLESS RUSSIA and 
IMPERIAL ZSTIC INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISM FOR 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

If they succeed, American independence will be 
destroyed. Christianity will SUFFER and the toiling 
masses will be reduced to the status oJ SERFS and sold 
into bondage to the International Plunder Bund for un- 
told generations to come. 

IS CHRISTIAN AMERICA WORTH SAVING? 

If so, it is up to you and You and YOU {be sure to 
spell it Y-O-U) and a hundred and twenty million other 
true Americans towhom America really belongs. Re- 
member it is YOUR America YOU are fighting for. The 
kind of a FREE America you would want your children 
and your children's children to inherit Not Just a piece 
of paper called a share in (BANKRUPT) America. You 
MUST NOT FAIL THEM. YOU MUST DO YOUR PART 
TO THE LIMIT OF YOUR ABILITY AND URGE ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS TO DO LIKEWISE. 

WE MUST DO THIS. EACH AND EVERYONE OF 
US MUST ASSUME OUR FULL RESPONSIBILITY AND 
DO ALL WE CAN. 

Now, for some information about Gerald K. Smith 
who comes to the Twin Cities Sunday, January 17th. 



^^Uompiled and prepared by S. O. Sanderson. Rochester, Minn.. Chairman of the Northwest Monetary Conference. 

Hear "Truth and Liberty" Wdgy every Fri. f 6:45 p. m» — every Sun., 9:30 a. m. 
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Gerald L. K. Smith is one * ""a most colorful men of 
this generation. Recently, after u. . -d addressed the Press 
Club in Washington, D. C, which was attended by more than 
500 leading newspaper men_frum all over the world, JMark 
Sullivan ol the New York Tribune and the dean of r»asn- 
in^tori newspaper men, said: "All the spellbinders In Ameri- 
ca put together will not make one Gerald L. K. Smith, He 
combines the best qualities of William Jennings Bryan, Billy 
Sunday and LaFollette, the senior. 

Smith has been persecuted by the moat vicious element! 
in America, but, even so, has developed perhaps the largest 
independent following of any crusading patriot. As National 
Chairman of the Committee of 1,000,000, he has recruited 
more than 3,000,000 followers. It is not uncommon for him 
to employ from 20 to 50 people just to handle Mb mail. In 
a recent meeting held by the Committee of 1,000,000 in 
Detroit the attendance broke all records of public meetings 
in Detroit. Nineteen thousand people were seated; 4,000 
people stood and thousands were turned away from the 
Olympis. 

In Detroit he has been on tlH-*radio where hia voice 
reaches about seventeen states clearly longer than any con- 
troversial commentator. He is taking a leave of absence 
from regular radio broadcasting now in order that he may 
tour the country and visit some of his best friends. 

Recently, as a candidate for the United States Senate 
in Michigan, it required a coalition of New Dealers and 
Willkie Republicans to defeat him, although every large 
daily newspaper in the state was opposed to him. In hia 

finiutmi it a waa trrm»imA kv tk» llrirHt •IlHi«»nM*l 111 thft 
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history of Michigan politics since William Jennings Bryan 
toured the state. 

In Detroit, Cleveland and the great cities of the Central 
states, the name of Gerald L. K. Smith is a household word. 
He iii hated by his enemies almost to the point of murder. 
In fact, his life has been threatened many times because of 
his fearless attacks on subversive activities and the ene- 
mies of America. 

Smith is a close personal friend of Chas. A. Lindbergh, 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Congressman Clare Hoffman, 
Congressman Hamilton Fish, Senator Robert Reynolds, Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye, Henry Ford and other outstanding 
ana of this type. > 

HEe Cleveland Plain Dealer, one of the largest daily 
-newstf&pers in Amerisa, which has an International policy, 
2 rttaiCJy said in an editorial: "Gerald L. K. Smith is* the 
^ mosl dangerous man in America." Yes, to those who aim 
r tifQeH 3 out Christian America to the atheistic forces of_ 
Russia^ and other foreign countries, Gerald L. K. Smith i s % 
'"4*ilg©rous." ^ 
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£ Recently the mayor of the city of Cleveland forbade 
ffsmith «6o spea*? in Cleveland. Overriding the mayor's rul- 
3n*T, Sij>jth appealed to the city council. The city council 
o*f Cleveland sided with Smith and Cleveland is on the list 
for a visit from Smith this winter. . 

Gerald L. K. Smith is the founder and editor of the only 
magazine of its type in America, devoting itself consistent- 
ly to the exaltation of Christ in the affairs of America and 
opposing all forms of internationalism. He favors an inde 
prndent destiny for America. The magashie, the name of 
which is 1 HE CROSS AND This FLAG, goes into every 
state in the Union to thousands of paid-up subscribers. 
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Long was assassinated. In fact, it is believed th 

Cn which killed Senator Long was supposed to . 
K. Smith. Mr. Smith was the last person to touch 
of Mr. Long before he died. He delivered the Itinera* 

. 1_ : . a. . AAA AAA - 1 _ 

over nis grave to iw,i/w peupie. 

He believes that the assassination of Huey Long, 
was an enemy of internationalism, an enemy of com 
money practices and an enemy of the New Deal politic 
machine — he believes that the mysterious plot behind the 
assassination of this young and fearless senator to be one 
of the great mysteries of this century. 

In his addresses in the Twin Cities he will tell some 
very sensational facts concerning those who plotted the death 
of this man who was the first to expose bureaucratic inter* 
nationalism in Washington. 

* In his campaign for the United States Senate Smith 
opened every meeting with prayer and used as a slogan for. 
his campaign, "Christ first in America." It is his conviction 
that the teachings of Christ gave us America and only Christ 
can save America. 

He frequently says that If Christ had been firat in 
Germany, there would have been no Hitler; if Christ had 
been first in Russia there would have been no Communism; 
if Christ had been first in the world, there would have been 
no war. 

The last time Smith spoke in the Twin Cities he ad- 
dressed the State Legislature of Minnesota at the invitation 
of Speaker Johnson of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Smith has been married twenty-one years to a wife 
who is just as much interested in his crusading activities as 
he is. She will accompany Mr. Smith on his visit to the Twin 
Cities. 

A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

The following summarises the principles of THE CROSS 

A VT Y~\ fPITT? TT1 T A _ 

APtu inii ri4Ai»: 

The voice of the Committee of 1,000,000, a patriotic 
and dynamic crusade which began with nine constituents 
and now has more than 3,000,000. 

The work of this committee and the policy of this jour- 
nal are built around three expressions of sentiment: 
First — Foundation principles. 
Second — Vital issues. 
Third — Battle cry. 
The foundation principles of tniB committee, which have 
been unchanged since its beginning in 1937, are as follows: 

1. To rebuild the spirit of America. 

2. To wing Qiit tn t^e last "^iige, Communism, Nazism. 
Facism in alfforms. (In^view of3tne ^attempt now being made 
to join us in a politicafomion <*th jfeeign countries, we ex- 
press our bitter objecig$n to afr suenfschemes to compromise 
the sovereignty of A*>*erfca,jj5nchJ3w "Union Now with Bri- 
tain," "Federal Uni^o, Anl'^tc.y^ 1 

3. To redefine^lhe^Wi^ican^natkg^ character. 

~ n youth, dedicated 

ntenance of Ameri- 



Gerald L. K. Smith graduated from high school at Viro- 
qaa, Wisconsin. He .graduted from [ Valparaiso University 
end took special work at Butler University. 

Early in life, he and his young wife went to Shreveport, 
Loui^inni. Here he formed a close friendship with the late 
assassinated Huey P. Long. He was with Senator Long when 
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borers to resist what 
1 plot to make them 



6. To issue^call to?ar 
la now known to be a» in 
part of a world revolution. 
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altar and to the spirit of the Church. 

7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American living. 

The battle cry of this crusade is, "CHRIST FIRST IN 
AMERICA." 

BERNARD A. DOMAN, 
Director, Committee o" One Million. 



Hear 'Truth and Liberty" WDGY every Fri., 6:45 p. m. — every Sun., 9:30 a. m. 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was. 
theSjommittee OF ONE MILLION. 
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CHARACTER OF CAM 



INTERNAL SECURITY - 0 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 



SY NOPS1S OF FACTO: 



Meetings held by SMITH in St. Paul and Minneapolis 
1-1, ;3, sponsored by Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV, 
evangelist, Minneapolis, Minnesota. SMITH'S speeches 
were very critical of the administration, particularly 
of Vice President WALLACE, and he bitterly denounced the 
Communist Party and all those favoring internationalism 
and world politics. SMITH presently director of move 
to launch a new party known as the America First Party, 
to be ready to present a candidate in the IQLlLl elections 
in case the old-line parties again betray the people 
like he states they did in 19U0. Names mentioned by 
SMITH as to be considered real Americans indicate he 
receives the support of isolationists. SMITH advocates 
pushing the war effort by a tie-up with Russia and 
others on a military and business basis only, to be 
severed after the war. 
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On instructions of Special Agent in Charge CLINTON W. 
,STEIN, Agent attended the talks given by fi^AT.n j,, f 1 
^SMITH.at the ffustavus Adolphus Hall, Seventeenth and 
Lake Street, Minneapolis, from 3:00 to 5*15 and 8:00 
to 10 530 P»ia. on January 17, 19U3- Newspaper announce- 
. ments and otherwise indicated "Uiat SMITH was receiving 
r; -fehg support of Reverend CARL O.^STADSKLET, evangelij 

h- > 



I OF THIS RVUTT 



5 Bureau 
3 Detroit 



"6" 



VJ.LL£ 



DO NOT WltfT« IN THUS SFAC 





X F <■ f 

IKl'gJJED 



100-U156 



Minneapolis, Minnesota, "who introduced SMITH on both occasions* There was 
another minister on the platform with SMITH whose name was not secured, and 
in the evening Reverend HENRY J.tSOLTAU, crusading preacher in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, was also present, SOLTAU having been reoently convicted and served 
a short sentence for perjury. It is noted that Reverend STADSKLEV conducts 
a radio hour at 9:30 Sunday morning from Minneapolis, Minnesota, known as 
"Truth and Liberty. " 

SMITH in his talk- was very critical of the administration, being particularly 
bitter against HENRY WALLACE, Vice President, and against WENDELL WILLKIE, 
and the Communist Party. He attacked those who would accuse him of being 
unpatriotic. At the outset of both of these speeches SMITH made this 
challenge, "I give you the name of the Governor of Michigan (named), the 
mayor of the City of Detroit (named), the senior Senator from Michigan, 
ARTHUR VANDENBERG, my opponent at the last election, and the leading citizen 
of Detroit, Michigan, HENRY FORD, and if you can get any of these men to 
make one statement questioning my patriotism or loyalty, I will never speak 
from any platform again." This was directed at newspaper men and any 
enemies of his who, he stated, might be in the audience. He went on further 
to state that there was an F.B.I, in Detroit, and that there was an F.B.I, 
in Chicago, and he asked the question whether or not the people in Minnea- 
polis thought the F.B.I, would have let him out of Detroit or out of Chicago 
if they considered he was subversive, seditious, or unpatriotic SMITH 
referred to Mayor KLINE of the City of Minneapolis as narrow minded and 
one whose political career would spon end. This reference was evidently 
brought about by criticism of SMITH 1 S appearance which was published in a 
local paper, emanating from Mayor KLINE, who advised that he would have some 
police inquiry made* 

The only statements which SMITH made that appeared to be on the questionable 
side were these: "The seditious efforts to pack the United States Supreme 
Court, 1 * this having been said in the afternoon speech; and at night he made 
the following statement, "I am not speaking of the Commander in Chief of the 
Army and Navy, I am speaking of FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, the politician who 
has played politics right down to the present day," and he made a reference 
to the ED FLYNN Australian appointment. 

SMITH discussed the rubber situation at length, claiming that he had been 
close to HENRY FORD and to Doctor HALE, a prominent chemist in this matter* 
He claims the word of Doctor BALE that this chemist went to Germany a few 
years ago for the purpose of learning their seoret of synthetic rubber, and 
that this chemist was advised that it could not be revealed as it belonged 
to the Standard Oil Company of the United States. Doctor BAI£ then, he said, 
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returned to. the United States and it was years before the formula was finally 
squeezed out of the Standard Oil Company* He also gave the word of Mr, 
SORENSON, production manager for the Ford Motor Company, to the effect that 
they could produce in three months sufficient tires for their 200,000 employees, 
this statement having been made last fall, and for all workers in the United 
States in six months, and by Easter of 19L1.3 tires for all civilian use in 
the United States, without using one pound of raw rubber. He referred to 
the great rubber plant built by HENRY FORD, which was seized by the Govern- 
ment and disappeared, and was then sent to Russia, with, he stated, the 
understanding by „ne Japanese Government that it would receive safe trans- 
portation. He had an article written by CEDRIC ADAMS of the Minneapolis 
Star journal which he stated he could not explain being in that paper, 
whose editor he severely criticized for his trip to Moscow with \7ENDELL VTILLKIE. 
This article was along the same lines as other information he claimed to 
have, and was to the effect that possibly under the Lend-Lease Program we 
could get our rubber through Russia, who could get it from Japan, who control 
the source of rubber and who was not at war with Russia. He referred to the 
appointment of Mr. BERNARD BARUCH to investigate the rubber situation as 
similar to appointing the devil to investigate hell, stating that BARUCH had 
been associated with the Wall Street rubber monopoly interests for several 
years • 

Referring to VT5NDELL WILLKIE, he stated that the best service he could have 
rendered to his country at the time would have been to have stayed in Moscow 
with JOE STALIN when he got there. He referred to Governor STASSEN of the 
state of Minnesota as a stooge for WILLKIE and as one of the most dangerous 
internationalists in the country. He mentioned the fact that he had spoken 
before the Minnesota Legislature several years ago and also before the Press 
Club in Washington, D. C. 

Referring to the Communist Party, SMITH gave several paragraphs of vicious 
language in describing them, and it would appear that he is fanatically 
opposed to Communism. He referred to the Russian situation in which we were 
allies, and he said this was strictly a business deal and that it should not 
be carried any farther. During this discussion he mentioned the fact that 
the Communist Party had been termed by our own Attorney General, FRANCIS 
BIDDLE, as a conspiracy against the United States in the BRIDGES case, and 
yet the Party was allowed to continue to exist, while, when a crusader of 
SMITH'S type began to speak against it, efforts were made to squsloh his at 
every turn. In referring further to Communism and to the mayor of the city 
of Minneapolis, he had a card in his hand which announced a meeting of the 
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Priende of the Soviet Union at the Nicollet Eotel in Minneapolis January 15, 
I9I4.3, to which he said there had been apparently no objection, but the group 
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whom, he charged, was well-known as being the head of the Communist Party 
during the incarceration of EARL EROVVDER. He also brought forth reference 
to certain Communist Party speakers who had appeared with full sanction of 
leading political figures in the state before the student body at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. Further referring to EARL BROTOER, he stated that BROVfDER'S 
brother, when conducting a meeting in Madison Square Garden in New York for 
the purpose of ra^ ing funds to be used in efforts to get EARL ERO'iTDER re- 
leased, had made the statement that he hoped to put GERALD L. K. SMITH and 
Father OOUGHLIN in the cell which EARL BRO'fcYDER would vacate in the Federal 
Penitentiary, 

Concerning HFNRY WALLACE and the Communist Party, he said, "I will not say 
HENRY WALLACE is a Communist, but I will say he is s carrier of Communism. n 
Referring to Mrs. ROOSEVELT, he remarked, "I will not say ELEANOR is a 
Communist, but I will say she has some mighty funny quirks to her political 
ideas." 

SMITH made many references to Y1ALTER WTNCEELL, whom he terms the popgun 
patriot and a disgrace to the Naval service to whioh he claims to be attached. 
He stated that some day he hoped 7ifIIICHELL could be thrown into the ocean bay, 
and he hoped to be there to help do it* 
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by SMITH in the afternoon to be one referring a great deal to the late 
HUEY P. LONG of Louisiana. He gave considerable time in his evening speech 
to LONG'S career, and it appeared that he was very close to him, and, in 
fact, was at his side at the time of his assassination. He stated that 
there never was a more maligned man by the newspapers than LONG. He stated 
that LONG had been branded as crackpot, seditionist, grafter, and everything 
else by the power of the press, and by the power of the administration in 
the matter of cutting off grants of Federal money to the state of Louisiana. 
He stated that it was on the Congressional Record in a speech by HUEY LONG 
made some six weeks before he was assassinated that a plot was on foot to 
cause his death, and therein the names of several persons prominent therein 
are supposed to be mentioned, which information SMITH claimed was secured by 
himself and LONG by the use of microphones installed at the meeting place of 
these particular men. He stated that it will appear on the Congressional 
Record that Doctor WEISS is mentioned therein as the person who was willing 
to carry out the assassination. SMITH made this challenge, that the day he 
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vtRS brought in for "ederal prosecution for any of his utterances, he would 
mention the name of the man who ordered the assassination of HUEY P. LONG, 
and he stated that it would be so high up that the news would drive HITLER, 
VUSSOLINI, and HIROHITO and all war news off the front pages of the news- 
papers for several days. 

During his speech he several times said that there was no question about the 
program of the war; that we were in it to win and any question as to why 
v/e got in or any similar question was not appropriate at this time, and he 
favored the push±. of the war effort to the limit; and he mentioned the 
fact thet after the war he wanted the boys to be brought home to the United 
States, and that a ring of steel and ships should be placed around this 
country in both oceans so that there would never be another Pearl Harbor. 
He mentioned that he had a son nineteen years of age who would in the next 
few days be called before the draft board for his examination; that he would 
ask no special favors for him, because if he did that and was successful, 
it might mean someone else's son would be called before his own son. 

SMITH referred to efforts to stop his speeches as tampering with or sitting 
on the safety valve, stating that if the safety valve of an engine is closed 
off or stopped up, the whole engine may blow up scne time. S?<ITH had in his 
possession a three pa^e press release which he intended to pass out to the 
press, A cony of this has been secured, and it is noted thet much of it 
v/as referred to by S :r ITH in his speech. There are the following statements • 
in this release; ft The conduct of the war is not an issue. We all assume 
that every patriotic American will do all in his power to effect an early 
military victory. The alarming activities of such internationalists as 
HENRY 'ffMJjACS and VJENDELL WILLFI5 in their attempt to proiaote us into a 
v/orld government after the war have inspired the formation of this emergency 
party, ,? this referring to the America First Party. Persons mentioned by 
SriTH in his speeches as being real Americans were CHARLES LINDBERGH, Senator 
FURT0T7 F. WHEELER, Senator GERALD IJYE, HAMILTON FISH, Senator VAXDE1TBERG of 
TUchigan, Senator TAFT, and others. This press release contains what is 
known as the text of his campaign. In brief, he states the plan is to form 
a new purty called the America First Party as a safety measure in case the 
two old parties merge as they voluntarily did in 19U0, betraying the people, 
as he called it, in which election there was no choice between candidates. 
He stated that efforts are being made to set up this new party eighteen months 
in advance of the national conventions of the two main parties, because if 
this is not done, they will not be able to get on the ballot in some states, 
as they require that a party be on the ballot a certain time ahead of the 
scheduled conventions or elections. This is for the purpose, he stated, of 
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expressing the independence of the party in "should both old parties 

nominate internationalists and give us no choice, as they did in 19U.0. 11 
He mentioned in hie speeches, and it also appears in his press release, that 
if either party nominates a good substantial, real American devoted to the 
independent destiny of America, then the new party can dissolve, because 
if the old parties remain true to the traditions of the people, there is no 
need for the America First Farty; with this proviso, eo mentioned by him, 
rt But, if the bureaucratic Fascists and the New Deal Communists keep control 
of the Democratic Party and the Republican Party goes Willkie or takes a 
do-nothing attire, then we shall strike." 

Further, in his press release he makes this statement, which is also one of 
the subjects of his speech, "We wish that all Americans could concentrate on 
just one thing at this time — winning the war as soon as possible. But, 
inasmuch as our Vice President and the titular head of the Republican Party, 
Y/endell Vfillkie, and thousands of others in positions of great political 
power and prominence are working day and night to get us into some sort of 
world state, those of us who are still foolish enough to believe in the 
Declaration of Independence and the philosophy of George Washington con- 
cerning foreign entanglements feel that the time has come for us to devise 
an instrument to be used in the expression of our will concerning these 
matters." The following additional issues are to be emphasized in the near 
future, according to S],:iTH, in addition to his slogan of "America First in 
Vfar and Peace : n "Support of a thorough investigation of Lend-Lease activities, 
putting the interests of the service men ahead of money squandering schemes 
now being hatched by those who would scatter our wealth all over the world 
after the war. Opposition to all tendencies toward bureaucratic Fascism. 
Support for all patriotic labor movements which are kept in the hands of 
patriotic American leadership. Opposition to any relaxation of the immi- 
gration laws after the war. Support of a protective tariff so that the 
American worker can be guaranteed protection against slave labor competition. 
Support of the American farm bloc in Congress now attempting to save the 
American farmer** 1 

SMITH'S audience was enthusiastic but orderly, and there appeared to be no 
opposition present, the only opposition appearing in the form of newspaper 
articles to the effect that the Labor Coordinating Committee of the Minnea- 
polis Defense Council had requested that this meeting held by SMITH be 
banned. There was no admission charge made. A donation was taken up and 
subscriptions were taken to the magazine published by SMITH known as "The 
Cross and the Flag.* 
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The St. Paul. meeting, which was held on the morning of January 17, I9k3, 
at the Junior Pioneer Hall f was covered "by members of -tiie Internal Security 
Squad of the St. Paul police Department. It appears that a committee was 
appointed and partially attended the meeting, at which, from the report. 
SMITH made similar statements to those in the Minneapolis meeting, and the 
general opinion of those who so attended was that there were no subversive 
or un-American statements made by SMITH. 
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The St. Paul meeting, which wae held on the morning of January 17, 1943, 
at the Junior Prioneer Hall, was covered by members of the Internal Security 
Squad of the St. Paul Police Department. From the report submitted by the 
Saint Paul Police Department, Smith apparently made similar statements to 
those he made at the Minneapolis meeting. 
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On January 14th I talked to Mr. James Rowe at 
length about the memorandum addressed to the Bureau under 
date of December n 3, 1942, by Mr. L. M. C. Smith, requesting 
additional investigation of the Ge rald L. K.^Smith case* I 
pointed out to Mr. Rove that we have over a perToa" of several 
years received a great variety of requests for investigation 
of Gerald L. K. Smith from both the Crintnal Division and Mr. I. 
M. C. Smith's Unit. Mr. Howe was informed that there has been no 
studied pattern of requests and that consequently we have conducted 
an unending variety of miscellaneous inquiries, none of which seemed 
to have any direct or predetermined course of action or policy behind 
them. J pointed out to Mr. Rowe that Mr. Rhett of his staff was 
presently reviewing this case and I suggested to him that pending 
Rhett's review of all the material, evaluation concerning Smith 
and his recommendation as to what further action is necessary, the 
Bureau disregard the current request from Mr. X. M. C. Smith. Mr. 
Rowe concurred and stated that we should hold further investigation 
of Gerald L. K. Smith in abeyance pending a definite recommendation 
from Mr. Rhett as to what further action should be taken. 
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Detroit - Michigan 



February 8, 1943 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Ret* GERALD LYLIAN KENNETH SMITH with aliases 
et al 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 




Dear Sir: 



Ple v ase be advised that the foll owing additional information has been 
ceived f ronr^|jy^^SSBb£a£5l}jj|^(^M whose identity is known to the U^P 



re 

Bureau: 



SIOTH has been contact^jcRever^d^gRAII) B. WBJRQD of Wichita, 
Kansas, principally throughJ| of Pontiac, Michigan, as 

an intermediary. While SMlra^^s onhis recent tour, f^^^pre^cg^ved^a 
letter from VTINRQD which ^^^^fcforwarded to SMITH'S o^Hceand^^^W ex- 
pressed his opinion that thecontent of the letter was so importan^tEat it 
would require SMITH to go immediately from Minneapolis, Minnesota direct to 
lVashington, D. C. 



IARtffcc& 



I 



BERNARD D OMAN, SMITH'S manager, in discussing SMITH'S meeting of 
January 24, 1943j said that when S!HTH mentioned LINDBERGH'S name the audience 
stood up and cheered. Informant stated that SMITH was considerably disturbed 
over the adverse publicity he received to the effect that the F.B.I* was 
going to stop his rally in Minneapolis, AM n ^^^^4i, \i 1 ■ R a < ' ^ ^ C 

SMITH has been contacting a Mr.^TADSKLEV (phonetic) who has been 
assisting SMITH in organizing AMERICA FIRST PARTY Rallies in Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, SMITH also plans to tour Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Iowa In his organization of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 

R 



that GERALD^SMITH is being assisted by 

in his work in Chicago, Illinois* Of" course/^ y 

immmm r or the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chicago, \) 

s working very closely with GERALD SMITH ~in~t he organization o f thW 





4A~cne organization o r T . nn ± 
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AMERICA FIRST PARTY and 
FIRST PARTY Rally in DetTo 




is scheduled to speak at the next AMERICA 
, Michigan on February 7, 1943* 



SMITH was anxious to obtain a statement which he believed Senator 
HUEY LONG had inserted in the Congressional Record between July 10 and 
July 30, 1935* predicting his own assassination, but SIHTH has been unable 
to locate any such statement In the Congressional Record despite searches 
made by many of his friends* 

Informant advised that SMITH is actively corresponding withj 

of Cleveland, Ohio, leader of theiUothera of America, andToso 
f American Women Against Communism of New York City, New 
is assisting SIHTH In making preparations for rallies to 
Ohio and vicinity. 




with th 
York, 
be held 



if^^^^tteeoi 

i a^Cleveland. 



Informant has , also suggested that possible intermediaries between 
SHTTH and CTSt/O^VINR CD are ^grerend E. JNfgrtT.T.TWty of Detroit, Michigan 





Informant stated that GERALD SMITH is still being contacte^b^ 
employee, Ford MotorCompanyService Department, and that J phas 
recently advised SMITH that |^f^^^^3B is trying to sell a stor^to P.M. 
Magazine relative to the int e r xeren ce^wltg^ar_j3ro due t ion at the Ford Motor 
Company* SMITH agreed withW BthatJ| Jwa3 a dangerous Individual 

because he was so unscrupulous^S&TTH coSmente^that he had a letter from 
the Anti-Defamation League to the effect that that league did not follow the 
policies of the Anti-Na2i League of New York City, New York. 

■ ■ advised SLOTH that there would be a large Lenin Forum meeting 
in Det ro it^BSmg an on Januar^8^943 with JA1ES W.TORD and RCTTflJDSON, 
leading Communists, speaking* | fthen advised SMITH that he ha^not heard 
a word "about the Solomon business*" Informant pointed out that M f was 
no doubt referrin^oi&einvestigation of GERALD SMITH'S activities^ 
Special Aggfi^^^^^^^P^B of the Detroit Field Office* SMITH then 
t nf frrmpfi j MMP F^rct ne was pi^sent^^being investigated for his income tax 
returns of the past six years. l^^Sjeturned to theorigina^subject of 
their conversation and said tha^^^^^Fi^^^jdK^^^^^^SB were both 
Jewish and they worked together Jo seTyl^^^^^gP frequently goes to New 
York to 3ee^ ^a Jew in New York City* 

Kstate^iehadnoidea who was J ^ contact with 

ce Bg ^yg l y^ -^phad been inducted into the United States 

Army* SMITH then aske^KiJSfe'^®^^^ 1 questions about the prosecution of 
Michigan state Senator stAml&Y NQWAK for fraud ulentl^denying that he was ft 
^Communist when he was naturalized. SIOTH aske^^S^Wto find out where 
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[informant believed that SMITH was referring to __ 
>nt, Michigan) went in New York City when he 
asked SMITH to save his anti-Semitic literature as 
Tection of it* SMITH said he usually throws his anti- 
literature awayand that he has never printed or said anything anti- 
Semitic. SMITH to ld^ | that he wrote to the Anti-Defamation League and 
told them to get eomi^realistic leaders and that they might get some place 
if they would be concerned about other people besides only Jews* 



SMITH commented that the statement made by Jews that they will 
exterminate the entire German racewas bao^ecause^^^only served to strengthen 
the German morale. SMITH asked ■ fc^J Bof the Detroit Police 

Department was still friendly witn^J ^^Ina^ I answered that 

he had not seen either of them for a long time becausenedoes not trust 
either of them. 



WhileJtoerend 
frequently and * | ad 
sending things through to him* 
SMITH'S sacrifices and troubles 
know how to thank SMITH. I 
not have "gotten to first base" 




was in Detroit, SMITH contacted him 
d spoken to WINRCD and WINROD was 
advised that he spoke to WINRCD about 
and WINRCO had commented that he did not 
said that WINRCD acknowledged that he would 
if it had not been for SMITH. SMITH said 



that any good Christian man would have done the same thing for anyone who was 
being libeled. Everyone was supporting the United States Government but 
SMITH did not want to see his friends persecuted by criminals* 




to cover 

WINROD it would cost 
being paid by WINRCO, 
relative to the or 
that he had given 
had not 




told SMITH that h e foun d out that WINROD had failed 
at Sioux City andS B to^p call in and tell 

for such conducT; intimated that he was 

s also assisted SMTn^R making contacts 
FIRST PARTY. SMITH toldF^" 
a message for VQNRQD but aJpSrHftly 
" ssured SMITH that WINROD would 





getting in touch with SMITH shortly. 



Informant said that another individual from Iowa had corns to Detroit 
and was anxious to contact SMITH but informant was unable to ascertain the 
identity of the man from Iowa. 

On January 26, 1943^ W communicated with his friend from the 
West, who informant believe d to be GERAID WINROD, and immediately made an 
appointment to meet SMITH. W^§ assured SMITH that he had gotten over the 
point that SMITH wanted to make; SMITH made sure that there would be no 
penny- pinching and that anything that SMITH did would not cost him anything* 
■ H told SMITH that there had been a serious labor dispute in Wichita, 
Kansas and that the man whom informant believed to be WINRCD was appointed 
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head of the arbitration board to straighten things out • SMITH suggested 
that he could furnish a lawyer that would be suitable for the purpose, a 
lawyer who has taken unpopular causes and can be^^iste^jgrfectly* (infor- 
mant believed SMITH was referring to Attorney ^fef^^SES^BS^^ SMITH 



inquired of I | how WINRCD felt about his case and J[ J indicated WINRCD 
was optimistiobecause the Government was afraid to go ahead on the indict- 
ment and had asked for a postponement but that the defendant's attorneywaa 
aggressive and would not consent too readily to a postponement. IB 
stated that WINROD was going to bring "the real issue" to the fron^ancRhat 
they knew it. 




was in Detroit, Michigan and SMITH advised him to see 

the editor of the "Dearborn Independent" before he left the city. Informant 
expressed his belief that the "Dearborn Independent" was controlled by the 
Ford Motor Company* 

and his manager, in discussing the magazine "The Cross and 
the Flag," stated that seven thousand issues of each magazine are distributed 
in practically every one of the forty-eight states and about one thousand 
magazines are distributed in the vicinity of Detroit, Michigan* 



Informn^state^that SMITH*^princiD^^ontacts 
Wisconsin were| pand| 0V P has 

assumed the responsiDiTB^ofmakingTnea rally 
in Milwaukee in the name of the A1EHICA FIRST PARTY. She complained that 
her organization had been treated very badly by the press and the Communists 
had made so much trouble for them that many of the members were reluctant 
to ^attend. She told S!£ETH that she did not have the mailing list of the 
olcfiiERICA FIRST COMMITTEE. She regretted that the peace groups in which 
she was active had become very unpopular and were commonly termed copperheads. 



She said th&twf^^g^g was a teacher at the 
_ id had to watch nSsstej^ery carefully; in fact he was smeared in 

a local newspaper on January 29^^&^^^yras accused as being unfit to 
teach high school children* J p also said that she had to watch 

her step as her husband was emp^yed by the Government* She said that she 
had been accused by the "M ilwaukee Journal" as having been responsib^^or 
-ifiiifi^^ WK^o Milwaukee. SMITH asked her to contact^ 

| (End arrlnge^nerally under the name of the "Forum or the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY" whichever she prefers* 

SMITH informed her thatl^^^^^^^^^^^BPof the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars was taking care of arrangements for the State of Illinois 

the A1EP.ICA FIRST PARTY. SMITH said that people don't dare question! 

patriotism since he has the recommendation of theGovernor of Illinois and the 
Senators. ■ MM ■§ promised to contact ■ And notify SMITH of what 
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with aliases et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 




SMITH then contacted^ | in Chicago, Illinois and 

ask ed him who were the leaders of the old A1ERICA .FIRST XX&SJ ITTES in Milwaukee 

it the principal leaders were | fane 
(also commented on the trouble^Lhatthe old AMERICA 
CdSTTTEB had in Milwaukee with the Communists who p icketed th eir 
meetings and persecuted them* SMITH suggested that he andB ■ go up 
and speak in Milwaukee and that "if they throw a good r iot i^wou l5 be good 
publicity." SMITH agreed to divide the collection with^^^^J fifty-fifty. 

Informant advised that SMITH was having stationery printed for the 
A1ERICA FIRST PARTY with the following inscription: "America First Party, 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, Director and Organiser; BERNARD A. DOSAN, Secretary- 
Treasurer n and at the bottom "For God and Country. * 

SMITH is now using the following slogans, according to informants 
"America must remain independent. America first must feed, clothe, defend 
America first and four freedoms for America first. America first in war and 
peace. Run the Internationalists out of Washington. Americans must have a 
choice in 1944* No fourth term. Meat and butter for Americans first. 
Billions for victory - not one penny for internationalist propaganda. Bring 
the boys home when the war is won. Order of loyalty - armed forces first, 
civilians second, Allies third and the rest of the world last. 4 * 

Informant stated that internal revenue agents are continuing to 
investigate SMITH'S income tax returns for 1936 to 1941 inclusive. The 
principal controversies over SMITH'S income have arisen out of the difficulty 
in determining how much incoms was received at his various meetings inasmuch 
as SMITH kept no record of the total amount. The agents have been using a 
method of counting the number of contribution envelopes received at the 
meetingsav^omut^ig an average contribution. In the course of the investi- 
gation | | has of ten been questioned from time to time concerning 
SMITH 'i^^^MB^uTBg||i|fcha3 always pleaded ignorance concerning specific 
receipts. ieii^P^BW 



I 



is 



SMTTK is arranging to holdarall^ in Pittsbur* 
aided in the planning by **" 1,11 - - 

~'~ Pennsylvania. The meiing is to be held on Was! 

ay, according to the present plans. 





lvania and 



ton's Birth- 



SMITH finally located the speech of HUEY LONG in the Congressional 
Record under date of August 9, 1935, bu^SMTTH commented to a **i end i J1|||P 
whose last name informant thought was - W that there was a lot oJ^CuTr 

in HUETT^NG'S speech that SMITH woulano^oare print at the present time. 
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S1HTH appraised HUEY LONG as the "greatest thins in the world 41 and he said 
that there is hardly a daygoes away that he does not weep about his passing. 
SMITH also commented tdBj ([that the fundamental reason for the rationing 
of food and other essentiaicommodities was to enable the administration to 
whip the people into line or else starve them to death. 

an internal revenue agent, advised SMITH that his 
deposits in 1941 exceeded his day book balance by about thirteen thousand 
dollars. SMITH insisted that his only source of revenue in 1941 was through 
the mail and by contributions collecteaj^getings. He insisted there was 
no special subsidy of any kind. ■ gasked SLOTH for the gross 

receipts on S2£TTH f S Olympia raeet^^^niSJ^tnd S1HTH gave him the total of 
$2621.66* S1UTH explained that he did not keep public records because he 
was afraid of the oppositignan^the newspapers since he indulged in so many 
controversial issues* | (indicated that the excesses which were 

found for 1941 would becharge^to SMITH and that there was also a slight 
excess in 1940, S3OTH explained that the excess in 1941 could be covered 
by his traveling expenses and this excess was entirely consumed by the salary 
of a secretary and a bodyguard at all meetings. 



SMITH h ad an extended conversat^n withtM»«*i^3B^SSBand was 

advised by! M of the result of ■ I inte 

agents, fcffjijjpsald that he adviseWneinternal revenue agents that the 
only thin^nelSvew was that SMITH was always in wan^of money. There were 
no contributions that were in any way secret but J Jpsaid he was not 
gsing to put himself in a position of guess ing at n ames in order to follow 
some political prosecution of good people. I I said he told the agents 
that if someone were to go to a radio station^nd pay for a morith's radio 
time for SMITH he might know wh o did it but he was not going to embarrass 
anybody by ma king any inquiry, ^^^^psaid he was asked if he had ever met 
■ B and | j| admit ted tAa^Tehad and that as far as he knew those 
Sennl^arrange^tof urnish radio time . Other people usually paid for radio 
time given to S1CLTH in other cities* 




The internal revenue a 
J aid he replied 
commissionsha^been* 
that* p ha 

agent^agains^^ffiH so 
gate the career of blac 
should take too serious 
he told the agents that 
anything for money* 





then asked about ■ Jand 

but he did not know what hie , 
se questions made it clear to hia 
ving information to the internal revenue 
_ dvised the interna^revenueagents to investi- 
ng bribery that was C^S^S before they 

reformation given b 3^^e§5P* BIBIP 3aid 

takes money from ooTnsiaes and would do 



from' 



kaid that the agents then asked him about income to SMIT H 

>f Ford Motor Company, andj^ "~ 



- 6 - 



Letter to the Director 
February 8, 1943 



Re: GERALD LIMAN KENNETH SMITH 
with aliases et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
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answered that| |did not confide in him although he expected that 

I had been a^ctjy&L^reanizing certain groups* SMITH commented at 
.8 "point that ^ I thought he had a good se cret because he wi 

once in SMITH'S roSnwhensSHH talked by telephone to] 
sai<^tetthe revenue agents then asked him about SHTTh's income in New York 
and ■ | replied t hat he did not know anything about it. They also asked 



him 



Toledo andi 



made a similar reply. 




commented that he suspected that the revenue agents had 
obtained statengitsfrom several people in New York from the way they talked. 
^£9| said thatfl (had made a statement. SMITH said he told the revenue 
its that| VlBd been associated in New York with him and apparently 

ha^Tiventnem the names of all those fellows who had worked for 
Hi* ■ ■ n 63 ^ related that the revenue agen ts aske d him if he knew 
about the corporation in New York or Delaware andfl ■ answered that he 
did not know anything about them and did not have ^n^ffnutes but that he 
had called the attorney for the corporation who had gone into the army^and 
the attorney's stenographer said that the records were not there 
said that he thought the records were sold in New York City by\ 





about, t! 

agants now 

is a man of good 
stated 




SMITH commented that they should ask 
r*cords^SMITH said that he was aske^bvthe reven 
and I | got along and SMITH t°ldfl M he said 
charac CB? and does n ot go around witngruoges on his _ _ 

that ^K^^^^^B had the opinion that SMITH had received a vast amount 
of nwn^^na^^J said that he ha^mver seen it. SMITH* agree^t h at | 
had seen JooreLhan anyone had and j| ■agreed with this* | psaifl thai 
he told revenue agents that he did not think SMITH had much money because he 
was always being sued by his printers and was always in financial straits. 



SMITH advised confidential informant that Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN 
of Michigan was attempting to have WALTER WINCHELL court-martialed and dis- 
honorably discharged from the United States for saying that he did not blame 
certain members of Congress but he did blame "the damn fools who elected 
them." HOFFMAN had been previously named by WINCHEI^inihisradio broad- 
cast of Sunday, January 31, 1943- SMITH asked f^SS^(^SI^^SW i ^ tmT 
leader of AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE In Detroit, Michigan, IT sne wanted to be 
openly identified with the AMERICA FIRST PARTY and she said that she would 
rather n ot be until he r second boy getshiawgjj|jm solved. Informant 
belie vo4 1 B was referring to ^ B second oldest son getting 

his draf^sta^^rSed satisfactorily. 

. 

The internal revenue agents have been examining BERNARD DOMAN, 
SMITH'S manager, asking him specific questions about income and deductions, 
about Social Security, but DOMAN has been following SMITH'S orders by refusing 
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to answer any questions unless SMITH was present, 

SCTH explained to J Bthat he had been operating on a 

hand-to-mouth basis except for a few months when isolationist feeling was 
running high, SMITH said he was anxious to have the revenue agents* report 
indicate that SIXTH'S income was from the rank and file of American people 
rather than from any mysterious source such as his enemies allege, SMITH 
also explained to the revenue agents that he never wanted his deposits to 
run above a certain amount for fear that if the balance got too large his 
various creditors would attach his bank accounts, DQUAN revealed to SMITH 
that the internal revenue agents had said that they had received many 
accusations against SMITH .^SMITi^ongerrted that there were many people who 
might accuse him such as W ^^^Jj^^^f Jews, anyone that read he was making 
five thousand dollars a weeK^^ranyone else that hated him. 

SMITH is planning to hold a meeting in Detroit, Michigan on 
February 7, 1943 and he plans to publicly endorse the conduct and public 
statements of Colonel EDDIErttlCKENBACKER, The signs that will be displayed 
at this meeting will read: ' "RICKENBACKER okay witAdteERICA FIRST PARTY. 
God bless RICKEN BACKER • America needs more RICKENBACKERS • n SMITH has 
announced that the meeting will be dedicated to the spirit of EDDIE RICKEN- 
BACKER although RICKENBACKER himself has nothing to do with the meeting. 
In commenting on a release in P,M, Magazine that SMITH was going to boost 
RICKENBACKER for President in 1944, SMITH denied the truth of this press 
release but explained that he resented the criticism that had been brought 
against RICKENBACKER and he thought, that RICKENBACKER was a high type of 
American who would make a good President if he would run, SMITH has 
repeatedly answered inquiries by saying that the rally is not intended to 
be a rally for RICKENBACKER for President but SMITH has admitted in each 
instance that his private opinion is that RICKENBACKER would make a good 
President. 

Informant revealed that Time Magazine will be covering SMITH'S 
meeting of February 7* 1943 as the basis of an article concerning the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY, 

On February 5, 1943 GERALD SMITH was contacted by an individual 
from Wichita, Kansas, whom informant thought he reco^iad as GERALD W1NRCO. 
WINRCD acknowledged a report that SMITH had sent to him and SMITH was 
interested in getting WINRCD to encourage their mutual friends to spread the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY in Kansas. WINRGD then advised SMITH that he had heard 
that the attorney (probably referring to JOHN Ptt'iER^JALONEY) had proposed to 
drop the case (no doubt referring to the indictment of WINRCD and thirty 
two others as conspirators in violating the Sedition Act). WINROD commented 
that since the people in Yfeshington had gotten cold feet this would seem to 
be the opportune moment for aggressive action. SMITH answered that he had 
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been working on an unspecified project for the last ten days* WINRQD said 
that the Congressman from this district had promised to support SMITH If 
svttw would go to Washington and supply infers© tion to BURTON X* KHE fflEB 
and Senator TAFT for the Investigation of JOHN POTER MALONEY and the indict- 
ment of thirty-three persons* WINRCD said that the congressman insisted 
that SMITH and no one else should .come to Washington immediately* 

SMITH answered that nothing more effective could be done than was 
already being done and that it was moving just as rapidly as possible* 
V/INROD sadd that he feels very good about the case at the present time and 
only this one last operation was necessary to break their necks. WINROD 
requested SMITH to write to him in care of General Delivery* WINRQD and 
SMITH then discussed their friends in Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota 
and SMITH said that they were giving him fine cooperation* SMITH informed 
V/INROD that the AlEftICA FIRST PARTY was making rapid progress and that he 
was scheduled to speak in Pittsburgi, Cleveland. Toledo, Fort Wayne and 



a meeting in Kansas City* 



I 1 A WL. Vfrxmrt>»e mummm!- In aafflna tin 



SMITH made it clear that if anyone wanted to help, SMITH would 
bear the entire cost* SMITH added that he had good news which he would not 
communicate to V/INROD except at some other time and place* 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Subject SlIITH addressed meeting of Citizens 
U.S. A. Committee at 205 Wacker Drive, Chicago, 
on January 15, 1943. Substance of speech and 
description of audienoe set out* 

R.U.C. 



RKFEaEIjCE: 



DETAILS : 




Report of Special Agent 1 

Detroit, Michigan, dated December 11, 1942* 
Teletype from Detroit dated January 20, 1943. 

AT CrilCAGO, ILLINOIS: 



The following investigation is predicated upon reference 
teletype from Detroit Field Division advising that subject made a speech at 
Chicago, Illinois, on January 15. 1945. This investigation is fur the] 
predicated upon the reports of wawi> _ iiaii ^^ 

who attended instant meeting, and reported same to the Chicago Office, 

advised that 

instant meeting was held at 8:00 P.M. on the evening of January 15, 1945, 
^et the Engineers Auditorium, 205 TTackerDr^e^and that approximately five 
hundred people were in attendance* fl Btetated that women and 

elderly couples predominated In the audience, a^Qha^^^^i^aring apparel 
of the guests ranged from rags to mink coats. M^^SSfiJ^H^P 5 ^^ 6 ^ that 
on the platform with subject there were also Captain 7iTLLIA17£RACE and 
EAPjjjfcBQUTEERN of theMIitizens U.S.A. Committee, who sponsored instant 
meeting, and ReverenoSBRODT, who delivered the invocation and benediction, 
subject's wife, MR£^wSMITH # _ . 
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Chicago File No # 100-7744 

For the information of the Detroit Field Division, the filei of 
the Chicago Field Office reflect that the Citisens U.S.A. Committee was a pre-war 
isolationist organisation, advocating that the United States stay out of the wer» 
that the United states have nothing to do with the British Empire, and since the 
war has represented itself to be a purely, political organiiation, campaigning 
for the el lection of Republican isolationist Senators and Congressmen from 
Illinois* The files of the Chicago Field Office further reflect that Captain 
WILLlAJf GRACE and EARL SOUTHERN are strong?^ ti-British and were both called 
before the Federal Grand Jury investigating Sbv ;ious activities in the Chicago 
area. The files of the Chicago Field Office also reflect that Reverend BRODT 
is the head of ther-North ,£ide, oi^^incoln Park Chapter of theMmerica First 
Committee, an independent organisation, which broke off from the America First 
Committee at the time the United States declared war on Japan and Germany, and 
which has continued its -meetings* advocating a negotiated peace, the election 
of isolationist Senators and Congressmen, and strongly opposes any cooperation 
between the United States and the Eritish Government, or any Jewish activities 
in the United States* 

stated that instant meeting of the Citizens U.S.A. 
Committee was called to order at S:30 P.M. by Captain GRACE. Reverend BRoL'T 
opened with a prayer, after v;hich the audien ce sang the_gtar Spangled Banner 
without musical accompaniment. According to B^jP^^jjf 'pr ^T 4 """ GRACE 
stated th~t there were many strange faces in th^auoienceand that "there \ 
are men and women here tonijjvt who are not in sympathy with our movement. & 
Anything that I say or the speakers say will be misconstrued by them. That 
will explain to you ladies and gentlemen why I went up and down the isles 
scanning the faces that are here. Vie are all Americans here and there is no 
room here tonight or any other time for anyone whose sympathies lie other than 
in America* Anyone present tonight who professes those sympathies — get out nowi 

According to | pfclARL SOUTHKKN then introduced subject 

as, "the most damaginc and damned speaker alive today. n Subject then introduced 
himself and traced his early life and career, his marriage, and introduced his 
wife, who was on the platform. He further advised that he had became a crusader 
when he saw the gross injustice being' done to many of the people in the United 
^ States* He stated that people have accused him of being a crackpot and a 

lunatic. He stated that we are living in a decadent bureaucratic democratic 
world, and that if President ROOSEVELT would have allowed us to send missionaries 
to Japan instead of boat-loads of scrap which are now being shot into the bowels 
of our beloved boys in the Pacific, there would not have been any war today* 
According to this informant subject stated* "I, for one, am just as anxious to 
see a successful conclusion of this war, but I hereby accuse, not my Commander 
in Chief FRAKKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, but ViR. FRANKLIN b. ROOSEVELT the politician, 
of playing politics before Pearl Harbor and after Pearl Harbor, and at this very 
moment is still playing: politicso" 
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Subjegt further stated that ^Journalism hae sunk to a new low of 
prostitution when we have to get our news from Washington through two men, 
one DR3.7 PEARSON, who in the middle of an important announcement is interrupted 
by a commercial extolling the virtues of Ex-Lax, The other one. Lieutenant 
Commander 'VALTEK WINCHELL, who is & skunk, a loudmouth, degenerate, louse, 
character assassin, and a disgrace to his uniform, and who incidently gets 
paid 45,000 a week for this five minute broadcast." 

stated that subject requested the 
audience not to applauTTiim" 1 after each sentence, but only to applaud when 
directed, and that subject further stated that he has no fear of any heckling 
as he can handle that himself. Subject stated that at a meeting held in the 
Press Club in Washington, D, C, presided over by Vice-President WALLACE, 
'.TALLAGE stated, "If Russia keeps up the gains that she has made in the past 
twenty years for the next twenty years she will surpass the United States*" 
Wj j^M MM stated that following this statement subject said, "I move that we 
^^achVice -President WALLACE." Subject further stated that if it is feasible 
his organization will make it possible for a great American like CLiJRLES A. 
LliTDBERG or BURTON K. WHEELER to run for President of the United States in 
the next ellection. 

According toB^^^jj^J menti on was made of the Constitution, 
the Preamble to the ConstituxTon^anoxo the Judicial and Legislative depart- 
ments of the Government; and that subject quoted the British Lend-Lease 
Administrator in r.'ashington, D.C. who allegedly said, "Ho records are being 
kept of the number of pounds that we owe the United States," Subject stated that 
President ROOSEVELT is now making plans for a fourth term and that even if he, 
subject, is put in a concentration camp and tortured, he will still shout out 
to the world what he knows about the Communists. 

Subject said that as far as the Republican Party is concerned 
men of the caliber of IAHONT, MOKGAH, and WILLKIE are not wanted. Subject said 
tney committed political treason once in Philadelphia, and we are not going to 
give them another chance." Subject said he once promised to tell the audience 
the real reason for HUEY L0NG*S assassination but that he didn't have the time 
that night but would continue to write a series of articles about it in his 
magazine. Subject said that he is continuing his travels, lecturing as he goes, 
trying to formulate a new third party consisting of thorough Americana, among 
whom "will be no "yellow belly Republican", no 7TILLKIES, or no New Deal Democrats, 
and that if the audience there that night saw fit to choose him as the head of 
the party, he would consider it an honor. 

Subject further stated that the resources and supplies of the 

United states should be distributed as fo?.lows: 
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1* The fighting forces. 

2. The American people. 

3* Our allies. 

4. The rest of the world* 

Following subject's speech the audience sang a song entitled 
"Win the War and Save the Constitution" to the tune of praise the Lord and 
Pass the Ammunition " and Captain GRACE concluded the meeting at approximately 
11:10 P.M. with a discussion of the Chicago Mayoralty campaign* advocating the 
ellection of the Republican candidate FA3ERTY, and suggesting that the audience 
might start a "write-in campaign" with GRACE as a "dark horse" candidate. 



idvi KftH that thft snH1 atica vac «n«l 1 hnnn^ +\-\r e-»V> -icm+- 1 
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talk and that^ffl^S^Jpears to be a reincarnation of EUEY LOUG, having the 
unprecedented ability of speaking to a mass of people, yetmakin^each one 
feel he is speaking to him individually. According toH M subject 

even instructs the audience when and how long to applauat^^^^^^^^^ 



1 




approximate ly two women to one man there . 
said that the officers and most of the members of "We the Mothers 
loDTirse for America,, Inc # " attended the meeting and that at least a dozen 
or so of the members of this organi zation were present. F or t he information 
of the Detroit Officel 




/■j s_ stated that |* formerly associated 

with RALPJ^OWUSEND, oonvicted of being a Japanese Agent, was present at the 
meeting, as was the Haver end H. h7^B^0DT» who has spoken fre quently before 
various "defeatist" organizations in Chic< 




_ [obtained copies of literature 

distributed at instant meeting which consisted of the following: 



1. A pamphlet entitled "flhaVs Cookin». What is the 

2. A pamphlet entitled "The Fifth Column in Washington! 
Un-Americans on the Government Payroll." 
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3* A pamphlet advertising subscription to "The Cross and the 
Flag." 

4 # A three page mimeographed document which purports to be 
a press release written by subject SMITH covering 
instant meeting* 

These four documents are being forwarded to the Detroit ?ield 
Division for appropriate attention. 

ENCLOSURE: To Detroit - Four pamphlets listed in the above report which 

were distributed at the instant meeting* reported 
herein. 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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KXXOKAJOUK TOR THS ASSIST ATT TO THE ATTOHEKT OTHEEAL 

HE. JAJ^S ROVfr - :. JR. . 

Attention: Mr. C. 1. Rhette 

RE: G2RALD L. K. SMITH 

TES COHCITTKK 07 OH* MlIilOF 
INTERNAL SKCTFITT 



a copy ui a iw 
tranTmittedto 



As a aatter of information, I wiih to adTiae you th »* 
a copy of a farther report receired in connection with thy^^- 

of thie case and submitted by Special Agent "| p 
dated February 12, 1943, at Chicago, IllinoTe, vat 
the DiTieion of Rocorde under date of Tebruary 26, 
1943. 

Tory truly your*. 



John Sdgar Ho ore r 
director 



Mr 
Mi . 

»i r . 
\] r . 
V. r . 
V f. 
Vs r . 
vfr 
*i r , 



Mr 



K A . TiLtnm 

Cle2.:_ 

Co;" it'y 

tilhvin M Kr. Wendell Berge 

' Aesiet&nt Attorney General 

N _ lllMli^J. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREiH !L UHOLASSirlED 
DATE _ .jo/ij£±-$lsM&B^ 



Trv; _ 

( <;r 

llu.- bo 

ifpnri r.n 



tu^n. hi ?« Aj 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
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with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 



Q Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



CD Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



CH For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
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#rdrral Bureau of investigation 
United States Scpartment of 9ustire 

1306 Masonic Teaple Building 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 18, 1943 



Director, FBI 

HE: GERALD LYUAN KENNETH SKLTH, was., 
Gerald L. K/ Smith, Qerald L. K. 
. Schmidt; THEjC01fl£ITT£i OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, CUSTODIAL 
DETENTION, SEDITION. 

Dear Sir: Attention; Technical Laboratory 

There is being forwarded under separate cover one 
roll of exposed film in the above-entitle^case^janaisting I — 

of photographs taken of a report of one M^^r>f^^^m which * — " 
report consists of forty-seven typewritte^pa^^^^^^^ 

It is requested that said film be developed and that 
two positive prints of said report, together with the developed 
negatives, be forwarded to the Detroit Field Division. 



Very truly yours, 

R. A. GUERIN 

Special Agent in Charge 



CC - Detroit 
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a . ft omt r mm 

ALL mF0RK"ir."-H uusiAHitu 
HEREiH IE wiilAOT J , 



rr 




Mr. ToIsod 

Mr fc A. Tarn 

*r. Cle ll( 



L.dd 

Ni cbel i 

Roitn 

Tra«y 

C*r ioq_ 
Coff ny 



Mr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr. 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mus G&ndy 



Front 
"ubjtcti 



J. E<fc.r Hoow-nirector, Federal Bureau of IaveetUation 




HeodoQ_ 

Kramer 

McGui r« 

Quiqd T»mrji_^r j, p> ^ £ 



d*ted rebnwry ie f lojo. tr^namitUnff on* roll of fil* 
oonUinln^ expo&uret of the above-named ctBt. 

In aecojffT 
photo*n;jhic prints 
ere beinf returns 
cover. 
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i#to'^r/\o/^lc€ ^rleV^Jparate regietorad 



,3' P.M. 



U^. CE/M(Kfc*r Of JLSV.OC 






it 



JPH«;elc:iinj 

2A6A3 



mwfrmpg rop mk. juqcs rare, jr. 



ItUnUoni tor. C. K, ifcotto 



urmKAL saoramj «u>itxc«. 



la oo&nootton with jvor torthmr ooGaidor»vioc of th« 
Mtlvltloo or thl» ■ubJoct | IjdAt fl inYiU /our ottootion to too 
r«port of 9pocl*l i^tW&£WU2&m nbwlttod «t new. 



koit Jiiuur. 19, iV43, ooptlonod, ■ 
IntoniAl SocuriV - Oj Cu»todJL»lTBl 




_ , - m O 

tr*o«dUo4 Ip tfe« Xdvlsioxi of fiooord* onoor <Uto of 

Fofcruoav 1£>. 1*43. with 



4*8 




loto roforonoo to tht eaoo ontiti«d f 
XnUraol Sooaritff - 0; So4ition r . 




Ton will noto that throu^iout Spociol JtRontl 
roport ▼arioua rojeroxic** «r« oacio tjooubjoct Soitb And Mb oon- 
Usia with Horv^Xprlngor sod 3oTalff\!2h?r©d ©f Vtcblu, T.anm. 

truly yoora, 

m mmm mm 



vlr . I Vi ' • n 
Mr. T fi " 

Mr. Clf*.? 

Mr. C o ; f «? y 

Mi. G I avin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Kichois <c - AsoloUnt Attorney Ooneral s^ndoll Borso 

Mr Kose.i 

Mr. Trary 

V" r C !• r o i; 

Mr. Hhrbo — — ^ — T P£CC:'w^ 

Mr. hen Jon i j»-U V 

Mr. McGv i j 

Mr. :0jr.-]f crd_ : 

Mr. Piper 
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\'r. Qui nr. Tj»fiiir._ 
Mr. >.pa«:- ^ 



r t 



7*. 



f "i 



i.>4 J 



4?' 



* 7 -3x>3 



r 



i 



( 



To 



jPHa:«IJ 
62-43818 



SAC, Detroit 



.-Kim inni nniiTiium 

ALL IK>U bUAIJUNLU 

HERE** 3 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE— isuiA BY^«^ 



Mr . Tol "on 

Mr K. X Tt.'ur 

Mr. Hi est' 

Mr. r.,in : 

Mr. 

M - . I . s-6'J _ 
Mr. V'-hol 
Mr. i. ii 

Mr. 
M r . 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr. H:^:,., 
Mr C;v. - T 'r 
Mr Ni 
Miss <j«.ziu> 



Subject. 



;■ Ho.:vi. :* - Director. Federe! Bureau of Invest. 1 ^' 

GERALD LXMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases; 

THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - 0; CUSTODIAL DETENTION J 

SEDITION 



Reference is made to the rep ort su 
abo?e-en titled matter by Special Agent 
Michigan, on January 25, 1943 • 




connection with the 
Detroit, 



y ;■•/! 



{ The Bureau ie particularly interested ia-tt»e-inv*etlg& 
( rracy — this casf and, accordingly, ' the 'leads set forth in Special Agent 
' - r ; oc report fp* the tsj^qus jSAiziliar; ' offices should be handled as axpe 
n -as possible. 



'■EB2 0ig.i 3RM 

;" a ; ° "'oc- Charlotte 

Indianapolis ,r v l4f: ,„. 

Ne^ Orleans 




ous. 



i_ Washington Field ' 



My 



n 




JPHa-.VMJ 

62-43818- 49*. 
February IB, 1943 

Dato : 

SAC, Detroit 

To: 



Fro-: J. E4g.r HOcver - Director, Federa! Bare,, of Irrigation 

c 

okhald l. k. aim 

BiHtfec*: m COULITTKF, OF OKE UILLION 

DJTKRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



Reference is made to the Bureau's letter of January 18, 1943, 
herein you were requested to contaot appropriate off iciale of the Ford 
Motor Company at Detroit fo r the p urpose of ee curing information ae to 
I?. L.^?. -^mMini- - ■ M ^™ w ^ trip to Indianapolis 

«i« • " M * jjl ~""-~ =saB ^^n^n"l~i7Mii conducting some type l 46 

*here he apparentlyJ| M^meimtfpMpSHVH^ * , fnrthar 

UgaUofl in ^B^^XTGZXTSI^mmu. further p 

requested to make general inquiry of ■« » ^^■and aapn g his - 

friends and asaoclateslj^orderto gel 




that an inquiry 



If these Inquiries have not already receiTed attention, they 
should be nade at once in order that the results thereof may be made 
known to the Bureau as soon as possible. £ 

ALL INFORMATION COfeB J 

HEREtH IS UNCLASSiFiEO 
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Mi 
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Mr 

Mi 
Mr 
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M- 
Mr 
Mr 

M 
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>i r 

M f M'Gu i r# 



La -1^ . 

N i c bo i 
Rosen 



DATE- 'Q| '/fa BYs^asK- 



T'»cy _ 

('ft.? s-.n 



MAILED 

j * FEB 1 9 1343 * 

| P. M. 

j ' 5 ' ,f Wt of i wunumsa 




All IHFOiM GUM 

62-43818 i 



KR'QffAff^ FPfl Lli. ROUS. JR. 

AiX--IS7;^¥ TO TU;" AtT^t^J QKKSUL 



Attention: e>. C. V. m Ehetta 

0 

Re: L. K. SiilTJi 

?-ic. coMmE or ore miiliok 

HT£RtfaL SECURITY 



For your information end consideration In connection with tr.is case, 
I wis? to eJviee that under date of February 17, l c JO» coplee ol the following 
additional reports pertaining to the Id aeration of :<cith eere transmitted 
\j to the Jivision of Records: 



K 



\ Report of Speoial Agent ^^^S^^SB submitted at VUveuV.ee f 

v v J Wisconsin, on December 30, 1942, in the case entitled, "Cierald 

K . \J loman Kenneth ifcith, e/k/a Gerald L. E. Salt., aUas herald L. K. 

•^ V ' ^ <:?chmid ^l Cooaittee of One ilillion; Internal Security ; Sedition". 

-y Report of Special *cent^^^g§^^^^| eubnittec? at etroit, 
K Hcid^an, on January 25^5E3^r^Eeoase entitled, "Oerald l^n 

^ Kenaeti* Scith, wiv. aliases Gerald L. l m Snitti, Gerald L. Schaidtj 

Tlie Coaslttee or One billion; Internal Security - 0; CustoJlel 
Detention) Sedition 1 *. {A copy of the eceaber, 1942, issue of 
TolsJyn * T '* Cross and theflaffj*^ea tioned as an enclosure on page nine 

v/ .,V°~ Special Agent »^S?s2*report, was attached to the copj of 

Mr. l . a . nmni^ report forwaroVi lo Ike OiTielon of Reoords.) 

Mr. Clegg _ 

Mr. coffey_ a#jX>rt of Agen j^^^^^^f submitted at Saint Paul, 

Mr. GUvm kinneeoU, on February 1, 1943, in "the case entitled, •Oorald / 

Mr. Ladd l&Lan Kenneth Smith, was; The Coord ttee of One ail lion; Internal * 

Mr. Nichols Security - Gj Custodial Detentions $edltlon".r\ - _ ™^ ' 

Mr. Rosen , ^ 

. _n~ybur~i attention 

Mr. carae4e by «tolth at l^trblt '6n^d 



n".; _ _ _ • -VJ- 



Mr. Tracy I f^th?r wish lo cali yoytf attention tc portions of e radio speech 

~* 19*2, In eiioh'^t^t^^aT^e had 

Mr. Ha r Is olated the nationel ^dirt^f t*e Giles per hour speed regulation; ''^T^tf*'^ ; , 

Mr. Hen^wn^Ton 8rci th obeerved that several da^e before he had drives fn*e l*Kj\,it 

Mr. McGui re w Kslaaaaoo^tltto^CBj^^adil^rinK porUons of the trip had attained V , 

Mr. Mumford »P — d8 •* *™> a to slxtj' frdli«» per hour, ha iUUd Out he did • 

Mr. Piper E "**'^. ;*7 *>\ ; . . ^ . 

Vir. quinn Tamm_ ;■■ j L " Uv ' rr v| ^j;-;"'-* _ ' , v ' y 

Mr . N«r-«r- * " ' | -: 



Miss Qy.jndy . % \ I | 



Th* Aasiatefit to the attorney Uetverel 



— 4 — 



this in order to dramatise to hla friend* and other people of Afterlca the 
Mnooundneee of %uuo of our bureeucritie rule*". A eesorlption of 3*1 th' a 
resarki 1c thii regard la Mt forth on mum Iwentr-olght of too ro;ort 
•ut-tittod in Via ceee b. special Ae«t 1 p At *tr-it, o7c^ 

-iicMcan. on ;eo««ber 11. l¥42, a cop. o7*ciiS^55jJa3o«v*1 l*t>l* to the 



kicnlcan, on :a oaahar 11 # -V42, * cop. 
Jlvltdoft of Heoord* uuder dito of OMttbcr 14, 1943. 

X at. a11 appreciate your advising mm efcether adth'e eddtted 
riolttion ol the naiicr.el opood reflation pertaining to vehicular travel 
eni hla public co-wren U la connection therewith, particmlarV during hie 
radio ad^r-a* of ocloocr 24, 1942, a,-gr he ocaeldere. at violative; of an/ 
Fader el atatate within the lnvesUtative JuriedioUcn of thia ttureatt. 

Very truly j-oura, 



John F4gar Hoover 

; in* tor 



ec - Aaalatant attorney jcaerel y andell iScrga 



Mr. To 1 son 
\1 

Mi 

Mi 

W 
Mi 
Mi 

Mi 



vlr Quinn i'a nnr)_ 

VI i 
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as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



I I For your information: 



f£j The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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Tms case originated at DETROIT, Ml CHI QUI 



FILE NO. 100-4754 



REPORT MADC AT 

Indianepolis, Indiana 



DA TV WHEN MAM 



2/18/43 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

3/1,2/43 




T7- 



OSPALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases: 
Gerald I. Kt'Smith; Gerald L. K^Schnidt; 

THSrfcoMKiTTES or <m iiillion 



CHARACTER OP CASE 



IKTEHHA1 SEFJRITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENT! OH 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Heferer.ce; 



Subject not known to have held meeting in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, about l/l8/42 and not 
believed to now he active in rallying sup- 
port for an independent party in this vicinity. 
Eeviev ol^ilver Shirt files in Indianapolis 
Office does not indicate present whereabouts 
of H* ST^IAETIH, who. some years ago. was exe- 
cutive director" of that Organization. Tele- 
type message ssnt Charlotte TO to contact 
Confidential Informant. ^ 



YtTTf* 



GrV 



Report of Special A^ent 
dated Deoemoer 25, 1943, ~aT Detroit , Michigan. 



D-taile: 



imrRMti nation was conducted by 
Special Igent^feS^^^aS^stat Fort Vayno, Indium: 



^ Forj Vavne. Indiana 



i. review of the daily newspapers la 5>rt Vayne * 
Indiana, for the pertinent period reflected 
that the subject held no public meeting arounrl 
January 18, 1943. , 

V i 




5 Bureau 

3 Detroit (l US*, Detroit) 

2 Charlotte _ . r _ lgn 

2 Indiananolis ^ . lifc^*^ 3 ^^ 



■g^^^JpT^jMo^laed that the subject has not recently been 
In Fort iayne^anaB | was certain that he had made no attempt 

to solicit support rroman^group In ?ort Wayne* 



At_ Indiana-poll g. Indiana 

A cursory exani nation of the voluminous file In the Indianapo- 
lis Field Division of the Silver Shirt Legion of America, Inc. by 
the writer failed to disclose the present whereabouts of Mr* H« E. 
M**H TIS, who, several years ago, was executive director and otherwise 
connected with that Organization. 



forced by 

individual, thf.t 
certain of this. 




, he was in- 

^ or some other 

s deceasea. KeporTTn^Tgent is not absolutely 
The Informant I*, presently believed residing in the 
Chorlotto Field Divi elon; accordingly, a teletype mesBag9 was forwarded 
to the Che riot te Field Division to contact the Informant in this matter* 



t?0 



HZTSEHSE UPO:; COKPIETIOIT TO TIT: 07FIC3 OF criot 



- d - 



PHDEVSLCPED LEADS 



THE (HirZOTTS FISLD DIVISION 



Al Ch arlotte. forth Carol 

rfill contact _______ _ .. . 

determine whether H. 2. I-1LRTIIT is living or deceased, ?nd, 
will determine hie present v.h6rca"bouts« 



UPON COMPLETION TC TEE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 



Th« f ollowia^l^th^index to Informants mentioned In the bits' 
report of Special AgentB I dated Tehran ry 18, 1943, at 

Indianapolis, Indiana, inHBaplHS^l le 100-4754, In the natter en- 
titled, "GERALD LYMAN KENKETH SMITE, with aliases Gerald L. K. Smith, 
Gerald L. K. Schmidt; THE COMMITTEE 07 ONE MILLION INTEHHAX SECUBITT - 
0, CUSTODIAL DETENTION, SEDITION": 




REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE 07 OHIGIN 



JPHaimr 

£2-43818-209 

3/9/43 



ranfttXDQlf FOR UR. JAJES BOTE, JR. 

jg32LS 10 m attorhiy phkral 



AmWIOWi UR. C. E. HHETtS 

a I OERALD LTMAH StfTfflj 
TOS CaaOTOE OF OSE MILLIOHj 
IHTSRRAL SFCURITT 
5EDITI0B 



For your information and further consideration in oonn«otion 
with this oaoo, I w ish to advise that a copy of the report of Special 
A^ant ■ I dated February 18, 1943, at Indianapolis, euboitted 

in UdeTHS^S^^ranamitted to the Di via ion of Record* under date of 
March 9, 1943. 

Very truly yours, 



John rdgar Hoover 
Director 
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America First 
Party Branch 
Organized Here 

Gerald L K. Smith Argues 
For 'Unadulterated 
Isolationism 1 

Gerald h. K?" Smith, exponent of 
what he Terms "unadulterated iso- 
lationism," formed a branch of his 
new America First party here last 
night during a meeting at Carnegie 
Hall, North Side. 

He spoke for an hour and a half, 
took up a collection and then 
shouted: 

"I'll be glad to come back here 
and speak again." * 

He asked all those wanting him 
to return for another meeting to 
raise their hands and say, "Aye." 
Most of the 350 present shouted 
"Aye," but there was a lone dis- 
senter. 

Dissenter Shut Up 

He spoke up and said "No" and 
then tried to speak but was quickly 
shut off by Mr. Smith who said he 
had paid the rental on the hall, 
adding "if you want to make a 
speech you 11 have to rent the hall 
yourself." 

A disciple of the late Huey Long, 
Mr. Smith has been a stormy figure 
on the American political scene and 
last night declared: 

"I am against a fourth term fo; 
anybody." 

He spoke here under the auspices 
of an organization known as the 
Defender of George Washington's 
Principles." 

See* Hungry America 

Among his chief points were 
claims that America would go hun- 
gry next summer; that Vice Presi- 
dent Wallace should be Impeached, 
and that the American people are 
about to lose their liberty. 

He said that Congressman Mar- 
tin Dies is a "great man," and 
lauded Father Charles Coughlln, 
Charles A. Lindberg and Senators 
Wheeler and Nye. , 

He described himself as being 
"tough enough to take it," adding: 

"Somebody has to be tough or 
we art, do-wed." 




£ fftuUSSMED 



, i 7 f t <J . 'J I L' 



Xarefc 10, 1943 




Your letter of February 24, 1943, with •ncloture, 
directed to the Attorney General, hat been referred to thle 

Bureau. 

Tou tkny b* aeeur*d thet the eontent of your commu- 
nication end enclosure hae be«n carefully noted end le being 
afforded epr>roprinte consideration by tbie Bureau. 

In the event you secure a*y ecditlonel inf onset ion 
which you believe to be of interest to thie Bureau, Z truet 
you will feel free to cowmanicate directly with the Special 
Aff*nt in Charge of our Plttebur^h Field Division which le 
located at 620 Kev federal Suildlajr,, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

' ~*\ 

Sincerely youre. 



i 



Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

M 

Mi 

M i 

Mi 

M 

Mi 

n: 

Mi 

Mi 

At 



To! son 

E . A . Tamm _ 

Cle-s 

Coffey _ 

G 1 a v i n 

Ladd 

Nicb^)* 

Rosea r~ — • — 

Tracy 

Ca r sod 1 

Hend ->n i 

McGui re 1 -j f 

Mum ford \ 

Harbo 1 r 



Qui nn 



Taming 



r 




i! 



John Sdcnr Hoover 
Director 



Ail mSMNM CONTAINED 

HtREiH IE BttJISSHl 



/ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, £*ICHIGAH 



FILE NO. 100-4156 



REPORT MADE AT 

ST 4 PAUL 



DATE WHEN MACS 

2 -2 3-43 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADI 



2/18 & 19/43 



TITLE (y 

GERALD LEiAlI KENNETH S^ITH, 
TIli^UJITEE OF pliE_LILLI01I 



REPORT H ADC BY 



LE 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Speeches made by SUITH in St. Paul, Minnesota, February 18, 1943, 
and Minneapolis , Minnesota, February 19, 1943, covered much the 
sane general matter as his speeches in Minneapolis, kinnesota on 
January 7, 1943, previously reported. He attacked SAU^CHRINER 
and RUBllP\UiTZ of Minneapolis, for trying to stop his speech in 
that city and accused SCHRINER of being an impost er in his claim 
to represent the Jews of Minnesota. The Minneapolis, Minnesota 
meeting was picketed and SLITH claims by Communists. At the 
St. Paul meeting, SLITH appointed REVEREND C. 0. STADSKLEV, his 
sponsor, as Minnesota Director of the America First Party. SLITK 
again emphasized the necessity of winning the war and following 
out our military alliances to the letter but opposed any present 
or after-war acceptance of any foreign beliefs or doctrines. 
No subversive statements noted. 



-REE- 



REFER Elides : 



DETAILS : 



X 



report of Special Arent ^"^jC^SjyjJ St. Paul, Minnesota, 
dated February 1, 1943. i!etter^rromDetroit Office, February 8, 
1<J43, requesting that this case be covered. 

AT ST. PAUL and LI^NE^ROLIS , LJin^oOTA 

The speeches of GERALD L. kPsUITH at St. Paul, February 18, 1943, 
and Liinneapolis, February 19, 1943, were well publicized both by 
hand bills and in the various local newspapers. Considerable 
publicity was gained because the speeches were announced in 
communications mailed in envelopes bearing the name of the State 
of Linnesota Sanitary Board, which had been lined out and the 
return address of the local sponsors placed thereon, however, the 
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State office was still very plainly set out on the envelopes. It developed 
that these envelopes were published by S. O.f^AlJDliiXSGlJ of rtochester, Minnesota, 
one of SMITH'S promoters. This had been an overrun of some envelopes printed for 
thu State of Minnesota several years back. 

The speech by SiilTH on February 18th was made in the Junior Pioneer Hall, 182 
V*est 9th Street, St, Paul, Uirmesota, and the speech in Minneapolis was made at 
the Ark Lasonic Lodge Hall, 3044 1st Avenue South. 

In the St. Paul speech SI.JTII spoke about the organization of the America rirst 
party. ;:e appointed .UiYJfcaliD 0. 0. ^ADSKLLY, his sponsor, as the first officer 
and Director of this Party in Minnesota and he delivered a sealed and endorsed 
paper to STADSKLHV to this effect in view of all those present. His remarks were 
much the same as in reference report about this Party in its aims and purposes. 
He criticized those who questioned his patriotism and, in addition to the persons 
that he previously raentioned who might be contacted in regard to his loyalty, he 
added the name of the State Legion Commander for the State of Michigan, as well as 
one of the local Coioj/uinders of the particular group with which he was associated 
in Detroit, juichigan. 

It is noted that on some of the cards put out, advertising this meeting, there 
were the following notations made from prominent persons. 

LO". t'JLL't HOI. AS is quoted as making this remarks 

"j^irtLL L. h. .IV IT: 1 , is ^nerica 1 s most fearless and dynamic orator." 

j. he York Laily Tribune is quoted as saying: 

"He combines the best qualities of Billy Sunday, William Jennings 
3ryan and LaFollette, the Senior." 

Lj^Ci. SULLIVAI. is quoted as saying: 

"All the spellbinders in America put together will not make one 
GiiiALD L. K. SUTH." 

Si-.ITII referred to efforts being made to try to stop his Linneapolis meeting and 
said that he had learned from reports of the uasonic Lodge that rtbBIH LaTZ OP 
Linneapolis had approached the Committee in an endeavor to have this speech stopped. 
Ke stated that he therefore made some check on LATZ and found that LATZ was born 
in Hussia and was a ae legate from the State of Minnesota to the National Convention 
of the Communist Party in Boston, Massachusetts in 1935. 

He also referred to SAll SCILHINKR, who is known in this office as being head of the 
Jewish ant i -Defamation League. SfcllTK stated that SCKHIHLB. claimed to represent 
the Jews in Minnesota and that he, SklTK, claimed that 3CHRIIJi£t was an imposter 
if he objected to SKITH'S speech because he stated, "If any race of people should 
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uphold free speech and be opposed to any prosecution of any individual for his 
statements, ix; should be the Jews v.ho have been persecuted all over the world". 
For t.ixs reason, he stated emphatically that he did not believe SCPMilii'iil repre- 
sented the responsible Jewish people but was a self-appointed delegate. 

Vhe follov.ing night in Minneapolis he indicatea that he had learned that SCHFJIiih" 

. J-l_ „ _ 1 J 2 — -T» i"» i_ X. ^ — — _..^_4- 1« J „ „ „ „ V» „ J 1* ~ — . C /ITT ilTV. . *?1 

to prove that he really did represent the Je^s. He made the remark at both places 
t.at no Party group, I» T azi, Fascist or otherwise, nor any white-v;hiskered Communist 
coulc ever utop hin from preaching Christ first in ^iierica and America first in 
the world. 

Cn the rubber situation SMITH repeated much of what he had said in his speech 
January 17, 1j4o and he referred to and read articles appearing in the Cedric 
Adams column in the Minneapolis Star Journal, January 17, 1945, about the manner 

in vJiich we might g et rubber under lend lease "where Russia would trade its iron 
to Japan for rubber and that we would get our rubber eventually from Russia. Re 
statec that CI IilILUS'&J. L*II3Cii, Production Manager for Henry Ford, and henry Ford, 
had bot/i assured his. that they were only waiting for the go aliead signal when they 
could make all the synthetic tires that were necessary and they stated they were 
waiting for a note from L<j0n H^Di.iSOK. SMl'Jii asked them, so he Bays, if they 
really expected a call and they said they did and he told them that he didn't think 
they v;ould receive a call, and he stated, they didn't. It was Ford's plant, he 
stated, which the Government seized and sent to Russia or are now sending to 3u«*sia 
vith the guarantee of safe passage by the Japanese. 

J. 1 sale that all real ^eficaus v. ere hoping for the day they could fight the v:ar 
with uoth hands and full effort and not have to fight with one hand and use the 
otner one to push back the (British representative of the Lend Lease rrogram in 
Washington), tne H-jHUiitSGIiS and the hew Dealers. SLITS received great applause 
at this statement. He re-emphasized the necessity to win the war at all costs in 
his speech February 19th. 

In referring to the Communist Party and affiliated groups, SMITH stated that accordi 
to the Dies report there are some 800 such organizations in the United States a:.d 
that taey have wormed their way into labor unions claiming to call themselves 
responsible labor leaders; that they have gotten themselves into various other 
places and into the democratic Party and are now New Dealers, that they had gotten 
themselves into the Republican Party and were Wendell WSlkies, and that they had 
gotten into the State of Minnesota and were Harold Stassens. It appeared during 
his speeches that SMITH'S references to STASSflW were very critical only because 
of ST ASS £1*3 opposed international program. 

SMITH repeated his opposition to Vice President \TALLkCU in much the same manner 
as previously reported. On February 19th at Minneapolis he repeated his demand for 
impeachment cf /ice President YiALLACB, He read from .iALhACiil'S speech made in the 
Madison Square Jar den at the celebration of the Russian revolution, which SMIT I 
called the Celebration of 20 Million Christians in which haLLaZS made the statement 
tuat "Some of us believe we hp.ve over- emphasized the bill of eights". Ke criticized 



this very vigorously, stating that the Bill of Rights was part of the Constitution 
and that the Vice President of the United States was battling the Constitution v.hici. 
he swore to uphold. He read further from TiALLACE'S remarks at this Celebration 
v.hich was in November, 1942 in which he said "The Russians have advanced so rapidly 
in the past 20 years that if they continue to advance at a similar rate tf>r another 
20 years they will surpass the United States". Sl-ilTK stated that this was an 
indication to him that the Vice President of the United States thought the Russians 
system was superior to our own because if continued it would surpass us. 

SMITH repeated several times that we have a military alliance v;ith Russia and 
that we must live up to it, and even more so but he said he would oppose to Lis 
last breath, Communist rule, or being taken back into the British empire. He 
mentioned the fact that in the first Tiorld Yfar we were allied with Italy and Japan, 
that was no reason why we ever had to conform to any of their political ideals. 

In referring to President Roosevelt, SfclTH stated that he was not referring to the 
Commander and Chief of the Array and «avy but to Roosevelt the politician, and 
stated that he, as well as others critical of kr. Roosevelt, had to walk a tight 
wire of distinction. He stated that newspaper men upon his arrival in Minneapolis, 
had tried to get him to comment on whether or not he thought president Roosevelt 
had made mistakes in his military direction. SMITH stated that he replied to 
them that he had no right to criticize as he aid not have any possession of militai\ 
information and had no basis for criticismi that all military information is secret 
and tnat if he had it probably others would. Ee gave the inci cation that this 
military information being secret met with his ivhole hearted approval and he stateu 
t.^at Me therefore hud no grounds or ri^Lt on which to criticise military acci.ity. 
Ai e co:ifiri;.tjd this again on i'ebruary 19'ch in „iucn the same Manner. iiL_"-T-T dui'initelj 
opposes any fourth term and ;:iude tiie remark on February 16tn that the best thing 
the President could qo for tiie zaoral of our soldiers ana of the country in general 
would be for him to come outright and state that he would not run for a fourth term, 
iie ciaimeu that the f raiders of the Constitution wanted to avoid long terms for the 
President and he gave his interpretation of the reason for this as being apparent 
in the present time whereby if President Roosevelt was to go in for another term 
due to the fact that appointees to tne Supreme Court are usually quite old and do 
not live many years, that we would have a situation where the entire Supreme 
Court would be Roosevelt appointees. It would do away with the check and balance 
system originally planned by the Constitution. He mentioned that the Roosevelts, 
including the entire family, are playing politics at every opportunity and he said 
'VciVen including Eleanor" ; saying that if its not one thing its another and practica. 
e very day in the newspapers there is a new Roosevelt born to contend with* 

On February 19th the meeting held in Minneapolis was picketed by groups carrying 
banners stating that they were for the four freedoms. At the opening of his speech 
SiiilTH* stated tjiat these men outside, under the American Constitution had the right 
to be there as pickets and that he would not object to xhem being there, even triou^i 
he tarred them Communists. He said he had received information that there were to 
be men planted in the hail to break up the meeting and he asked how many red 
blooded men thero were who would take care of any situation and at least 100 stood 
up. He therefore served warning on all present that if any of them were there for 
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the purpose of disturbing the meeting or anyone there that they would be 
ejected horizontally, that they were not dealing with an amateur as he was 
an old warrior who had had much trouble with persons of similar calibre. It is 
noted that there were no disturbances of any kind at either meeting, there bein^ 
approximately five to six hundred attending both places and in Minneapolis at 
least half of the persons were standing the entire two hours of his speech* 

For. the first time in four speeches Agent has heard made by SLITH, he mentioned 
the name of FiU^CSS r^uKli.S but made no particular disparaging reference to her. 
Ke did mention Representative Gau.& of kinnesota and being reminded by a woman 
in the crowd of Dil. WALT £3 JuDD, recently elected representative, he stated that 
both of them had made their first vote in Yiashington, against the continuance of 
the Dies Committee. He made one reference, the only one in four speeches, to 
R£V^3.~sSSD CHaRLMS ^j>£OjuKLIN, "That eminent statesman, patriot and orator". 

Some of the same people, it was noted, were in attendance at both of the meetings 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul and it also appeared that a lot of persons were present 
out of curiosity. It was definitely and strongly stated by SMITE at the outset 
of both of his speeches that the sponsor thereof was not an association, church 
or group but was RtV^lii-IE C. 0» STADSilLiiiV and a few other patriotic minded citizens, 
he lamented tne fact that a crusading preacher like STALSKLEV wa6 the only one who 
had courage enough to promote such a meeting and go through with it regardless 
of the intimidation he was subjected to. 

During this meeting S>, .IV.. mentioned the fact that his Vj year old son had entoreu 
V.i'j .-i*\..y under xnc- ooloctivo service on j'ebruary 16 or 17, 194b. He stated t::L.t 
he Y.o ul«.; ii«xvy no complaint, should nis son come bacii %;ith an arm or ie^ missing, 
in a wheel chair, blinded or should he be buried on a desert, if he died for 
Old Glory. 

L T o statements were made by SMITH which could be determined subversive. 



il!3?&3ZD uPOiJ CC.JrLitflGN TO THE OrTI'Jii Q? O^ilCflH 



^>5- ^ 62-^3318-211 



S rarriAWtv For in. jura Rare, jr. 



Attention: iir. C. E. Khette 



TKF C-Jfc'itfTTES Of OKT-. KIUI'jH 

IKTr-.-i.AL SSCURITY 

5JQITI 



For your ifli*or*«tion, I *iah to advise that a / 
c *>// c^^furUjfcrre^rtr subaitted In thla case by Special 
A ^ ont ^^^^^^^31 at Saint raul, Ulnn^Bota, on February 23, 
1^3, ^^wanS^^»J to the LtLriflion oC Records \in-1er cite 
of Larc^ 11, 19^3. 

Very truXy youre, 



Mr. T* *i ! i / , n 
Mr. L A. 1 at., 
Mr Ciegs 



John Eri a *ar Hoover 



Director 



Mr. Co.* fay cc - Assistant Attorney General 

Mr. r ^»vic Wendell Berge aiI MtrAfllflTTfUl PMfTlIlffn 



Mr Ladd 

W r . «\" i c b o ! s 

Vir. Ho?eL 

»Jr . Tracy 



ALL WUWWUHJR i5uninKH*» 

HKm IE IKiCIJIfiSHA''" , , 



Jr. Canon lMHb * 

If. >Iarbc 

. f r. tit odon *~ ... * 

-Tl Kir. Mumiord * . ; ' ' z 

!r. Piptr •■ 



r. QuioD Tamn:__ ' 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER / j 7 

fehrral Borrow of ftroestt^attot 
ttnrU h ftates department of Justtr* 

cy M?JM Detroit, Michigan 

V March 5, 1943 




Director, FBI 

Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, etal; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 

Dear Sir: 



It is regretted that the letters and the reports 
in this case have not been transmitted according to 
schedule as established by you* 

Special Agent ^| |, to whom this case 

has been assigned, has been presently occupied for approxi- 
mately one month in the trial of a criminal case of some 
importance and also in the absence of Assistant Special Agent 
inCharRe ROBERT T. ROSS from the headquarter city Agent 
| Ihas been taking care of Mr. ROSS 1 administrative and 
supervisory duties. 




This case has been reassigned to Special Agent 
and it is hoped that it nill receive, in the future, 
continuous attention as you have suggested* 

Very truly yours, ; . • • I -'. 




♦Fcfcpral Bureau of InupBttg* ~n 

United *tatrfi department of 3u»tire 

1308 kasonic Temple Building 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
March 6, 1943 



Director, FBI 



RE: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SlCtTH, was,, 
Gerald L. K. 'Smith, Gerald L, K. 
^Schmidt; THE^OMLTTTES OF ONE I£ELLI0N; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, CUSTODIAL 
DETENTION. SEDITION. 
(Bureau File #62-43818). 



Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to my letter dated February 18, 1943, 
with which there wa3 transmitted under separate cover one roll of 
film containing exposures pertinent to the above-captioned case. 
This letter requested that this fiLn be developed and that two 
positive prints, together with the developed negatives, be forwarded 
to the Detroit Field Division. 

By letter dated Karch 1, 1943, the Bureau advised that 
two enlarged photographic prints of each exposure were being re- 
turned to the New Orleans Office under separate cover. 

These photographic prints and the negatives have been re- 
ceived by this office, and are being forwarded under separate regis- 
tered cover to the Detroit Field Division. 



Very truly yours, 
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FElk ^AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

This case originated at DETROIT, LIICHIGAN 



file no. 100-4766 



REPORT MADE AT 



IJIiVAUKSE, WISCONSIN 



DATE WHEN MA DC 



3-9-43 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

1-22,23,27-43 



REPORT MADE BY 




TITUI 





GERAID LB^AN KENNETH SMITH, was, 
"fflS lJOULTTTEE of ons million 



CHARACTER OF CAM 



INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUST0DIA1 DETENTION 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Reference: 



Details : 
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Investigation at Milwaukee reflected neg- 
ative information concerning meetings held 
in city by subject or related organizations* 

- R U C - 

Teletype dated January 20, 1943 received 
by the Uilwaukee Field Division from the 
Detroit Field Division* 

AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 

The following investigation mas" conducted 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
subject had held meetings in Milwaukee on 
or about January 18, 1943 » a ^d to obtain any 
pertinent information concerning the subject 
and the organizations with which he is con- 
nedted. During the course of the investiga- 
tion the following individuals were contacted 
with negative results: 

Milwaukee 
[Sling, (through 
direct contact was had with all 
on the Milwaukee Police De- 



of the Milwaukee Aud- 

!, office of the Mayor 
Hall; - «- 
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(^r Bureau 
3-Detroit 
2-Uilwaukee 

ft * i'< t ». > ■• 



cowes destroyed 



100-4766 





of the Milwaukee Hall, 800 - 812 West State 

Eagles Club, 2401 West Wisconsin Av< 

ory, 1620 South Sixth Street; 
of Milwaukee Turners, 1034 North 4th Street; 
of the Women's Club of Wisconsin, 613 East 

of Jefferson Hall, 2167 North Fond du lac Avenue. 

reporter, the Milwaukee Journal, Fourth and State 

Streets, who has done exclusive newspaper work in connection with Bund 
activities and other subversive groups in the City, advised the writer 
that nothing had come to his attention in the past several months con- 
cerning the subject or organization with which the subject is connected. 



Ki^ifiurn^yenue^^^^^^ 




_ at the Milwaukee Journal, Fourth and 

State streets, after reviewing her files at the request of the writer fur- 
nished the following Associated Press Release dated Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
January 16, 1943J 

"The Labor Coordinating Committee of the Minneapolis Defense Council, Friday 
protested strongly to Mayor. Karvin Klein against the scheduled appearance 
here Sunday of GERALD L. K.^SLITH, one time aid to the late Senator Huey 
Long of Louisiana. Kayor Klein requested police to investigate* 11 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION 
TO THE 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 



JPHa:rb ^ 
RKOORjiiBfui 62-43818 ' / - 
3/19/43 



MEUQRAIJDUi FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORJiEI GENERAL 
MTi. JAKES Rtt.E. JR. 

Attention: Mr. C. E. Hhetts 

REt GOULD L. K. SMITH 

THE COmTTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTiilNAL SfXUTUTT 
SEEITIOH 



As a matter of information, I wish to advise that 
a copy of a f urther report submitted in this case by 
Special Agent ^^^^^^gSfflj <**ted Karch 9, 1943, *t J> 7 



Milwaukee, Wiscons^n^rasTflliHtted to the Division of 
Records under the date of Kerch 20, 1943. 



Very truly your 



John Edgar Hoo 
Director 
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. E. A. Tamm 
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. Glavin 

. Ladd 

. Nichols 

. Rosen 

. Tracy 

. Canon 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





FOrm No. 1 

This case originated at DETROIT, HCHGAN 



FILE NO. 10C-5778 



REPORT MA DC AT 

Pittsburgh, pa. 



DATT M KD4 MA DC 

3-20-43 



FCRfOO FOR 

P-,2|3t5t6-A3 



RIFORTMADERY 




GERALD LXLAN KEKEETH SlilTH, with aliases 
THB'COLUyTEE CF ONE UILLIOH 



CHAUCm OF CASS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETECTION; SEDITION 



O 

synopsis of facts: q^jj.]) i Jt k. SuITH appeared in Pittsburgh on 2-22-43 on in- 
vitation of Defenders of George Yi'ashxngton * s principles 
organization, making addresses strongly advocating isolation- 
ism and nationalism and denouncing internationalism and inter- 
vention! an. 250 people attended his appearance at the Hungary 
Club where his arguments were opposed by E. C. TABClt, local 
attorney. 500 people attended Carnegie iA all speech in even- 
ing. SLITK initiated organization of America First Farty in 
Fittsburgh, issuing honorary charter memberships to Urs. E. H. 
^LCHLE and fcr. CHA-iLES A."SjVDDEK, Officers of the Defenders 
, : of George Washin^-tcn' s principles; expressed intention of 

"*V holding mass political rally at Pittsburgh in nts.r future. 

No seditious statements made. 

< '• 

- C • " ' 

« W - P-UC - 

Tj^FIftclfCE: Letter from Detroit Field Division dated February 8, 1943. 

DETAIU : The reference letter from Detroit stated that GERALD LTJLAN KEi!KLTK 

SLITH was scheduled to hold an America Hirst party rally on Washington's birthday, 
February 22, 1943, and requested that agents of the Pittsburgh Off ice cover the 
meeting. The referenced letter also stated that a Urs. LARI£vJ-.OHLE v-as giving con- 
siderable assistance to SMITH in arranging for this meeting. 

An article appearing in the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph newspaper for 
February 14, 1943 stated that StlTH, National Director of the newly forme dO America 
First party" and advocate of isolationism ?*as to speak twice in Pittsburgh on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1943, the first speech to be at 12;30 p.m. at the Hungary Club veekly 
luncheon in the Hotel Henry. The topic was to be "An Isolationist's Definition 
of Victory." This article further stated that he was scheduled to speak at the 
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North Side Carnegie Library where he was to discuss "Red Hot Issues in the Light 
of George 'i.ashington's Principles." The article edded that SLITK's appearance 
at Pittsburgh was sponsored by the Defenders of George Washington's Frinciples, 
headed locally by CHARLES A. UADDEI, East fiad plumbing contractor, president, 
and lira. KAHIE Lr>LCHI£, Secretary. 

It is noted that the Hungary GXub is a lunch club composed of 
local business men who meet every uonday to hear lectures on various questions 
in open f oruw manner. 

Following the above announcement relative to SMITH'S appearance 
in Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh press newspaper published a "Letter to the Editor" 
written by ARTHUR H.^Cn,.ERIK in whicn SCff.LRIN denounced SaITH as being a 
F as cist -minded rabble-rouser and a former henchman of FELLEY *nd CCUGHLIN. 
SCH" ERIN criticizes fcayor SCULLY for permitting SIXTH to appear in Pittsburgh 

In the issue of February 12, 1943 of the Jewish Criterion, pub- 
lished in Pittsburgh b DAVID YlTER, publisher, appeared an article entitled 
"An Open Letuer to the Hungary Vlub" written by the above mentioned fcr. SCHTERIN, 
who again went to considerable length to deride SlIITH, relating SillTH's past 
activities and reputation and strongly criticizing the Hungary Club for per- 
mitting &1ITH to appear before the members to speak. 

In answer to SCHV^ERIN, kr, ED" AID Q^^SCR, member of the Hungary 
Club Committee who approved SllITH's appearance before the club, and JCHN C. 
\ EAViR, Secretary of the ^lub, defended their position in the letters they 
wrote which were published in the February 19, 1943 issue of the Jewish Criterion 
which letters stated that the Hungary Club is an impartial group, and inasmuch 
as proponents of internationalism had been heard several times, they thought 
it only fair to hear the other side. In his letter, WEAVER stated that TABCR, 
a local attorney would debate the question with SKITH at the coming Hungary 
Club meeting. ^ 

Contact was made with ^BSl^i S ^^^^ B^^^^^^^P °^ the Carnegie 
Free Library on Federal and Chio Streets, North Side, Pittsburgh. He advised 
that arrangements for the use of the auditorium in that building on the even- 
ing of February 22, I943 had b en made on behalf of kr. GERALD L. K. 3I.:ITH 
the speaker by L r s. LARIE LOHLE, who lives at 6332 Lorrov-field Street, Pittsburg*, 
telephone JA 06CI. lirs. LCHL& represented the defenders of George W ashington' s 
Principles who were sponsoring Mr. St'JTH's appearance in Pittsburgh. ttj§fj§fl| 
advised that a kr. ARTHlTC^fiCFflVERIN had called to him by telephone ana^fl^^TOj 
SLITK's being permitted /speak in the Carnegie Library auditorium. In addi- 
tion, according tM ■ SCHV'EHIN wrote some articles in a recent issue of 
the Jewish Criterio^^raralso wrote some letters or articles which appeared in 
local newspapers attacking SLilTH and criticizing officials in Pittsburgh for 
permitting him to appear and give speaches here. 



- 2 - 



SMITH'S appearancea^theHungary ^lub at noon, February 22, 1943 
was covered by Special Agents f|^|^^^@9| 311(1 tne writer. SMITH delivered 
at t,nat tigie a 30 minute speecT^oanaucuence of about 250 persons in which 
he gave arguments in favor of isolationism and against interventionism. He 
was answered by the aforementioned attorney, EDTCARD 0. TABCR, after which ques- 
tions were answered by both speakers. SUITH had given TAECH a copy of his pre- 
pared talk. This was obtained from TABOR by the writer. It was photographed 
and enlarged copies are being sent to the Bureau and to the Detroit Field 
Division; one copy is being retained in the Pittsburgh file. 

That evening, February 22, 19-43 SMITH gave his scheduled talk 
at the Carnegie ^rte Library Hall, North ^ide, Pittsburgi^c^acroj^^ about 
500 persons. This meeting was covered by special Agent J^^^j^^^^f and the 

writer. Mrs. VJRIE LCHLK, member of the Defenders of George Washington's prin- 
ciples presided at the meeting. CHARLES A. UADDEN, President of the above men- 
tioned organization introduced Lhe speaker. 

j-vi Tmn >.tl«11n 4- X. «.«^m><-> mm am 4- f f /-.•»» -4 ^ 1 o ¥ A An4 cm T Vii+ 

he gave previously at the club. He predicted a food shortage in the United State 
due to the Government »s past food production-controlled program and "Because 
there are people in Washington who think it is more important tc feed foreigners 
than Americans." He criticized Vice president WALLACE' e recent appearance at 
a celebration given at New York City in honor of the anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution saying that WALLACE was embracing the communist principles publicly. 
He declared that T.'ALLACH should be impeached. 

ovttu denounced any form of *<orld Governments He displayed a flag 
which he claimed was the exblemof the "Union Nor.-," ¥, : orld Government group. The 
flag had 13 red and white stripes just as the American flag, but in place of a fi 
of stars a British flag had been substituted in the center of which was an 8 
pointed star. SMITH claimed that this flag represented a Pritish-American coa- 
lition for V/orld Government. After holding up the flag he threw it on the plat- 
form floor and stamped on it with his feet, cheered by the crowd. 

SVJ.TH stated that he is the National Director of the newly formed 
America r irst f arty aid that the new Party was a "spare tire" Party in case 
neither the Republicans nor Democrats nominated soadwdy like LINDBKT:G, WTE, 
wra.KS j etc. for President in 1944. He claimed that he was making plans to star 
a branch of his Party at Pittsburgh and expected to return in the near future to 
a big rally. He presented fcrs. LCHLE and CHARLES A. l^DDEN with honorary gold 
seal membership certificates in the Party. He passed out envelopes on which 
members of the audience were requested to note and enclose the amount of the 
contribution they expected to give per month toward the founding of the Party, 
in return, they were to receive a gold seal membership certificate, tickets for 
the future rallyand a pamphlet describing the Union Now flag mentioned above. 

SMITH'S publication "The Cross and the Flag" was on sale both be- 
fore and after the speech. SMITH urged the audience to subscribe to it. 



At no time in either of the above speeches was a statement of 
a seditious character made. The members of the audience in the evening were 
largely sympathizers of the isolationists program and they frequently applauded 
the speaker. A number of persons formerly active in tbe^kimerica First C onmi ttee 
at Pittsburgh were present, one of whom was KEMKLTK B^AGRUDER. 

In addition to the publication "The Cross and the Flag" SlilTH 
was passing out calendars upon which both his and his wife's photographs appeared, 
and was also distributing copies of a speech made by CHAHLES A. UADDEN before 
the Hungary Club in rittsburgh during December, 1942. The latter mentioned 
speech has been photographed and enlarged copies of it are te-ng stni to Detroit 

«,t-> +■ r\ + Vi o thiroan ^ T-i />aea t f. mav rnntflin i nfni*mfltion of* value. 



The said copy which was obtained at* the meeting is being retained 
in the Pittsburgh files. Likewise, a copy of the calendar and copies of the Dec- 
ember, 1942 and January, 1943 issues of the "Cross and the Flag" are being re- 
tained in the Pittsburgh files. 



Thr~ii£h ^ was ^- earn ed that GE r ALD L. j 

StalTH and wife, 1753 Seyburn Avenue, Detroit, Lichigan had registered at the 

" ill i am t- ,. ~+- O rn CtaViv«i n vi it OO TO( 1 *\-r\A in cv» a e 7 n tt-i n ct t n r\r\m 1 ^7 

that, during the time he stayed at th^t 



that hotel. 

hotel, SnJTH made trie following telephone calls: 



\ 



9:35 a.m. COurt 7200, the rittsburgh press. 
10:20 a.m. JAckson, 0601, Lrs. IXKLE \ 
Il:k5 a.ia. Bell c a ptain, to page Lir. ^ADIiS>? (ilr. LADDER ansv.ered • 
the page) 

4:±5 p.m. Cabled porter 



5: 30 p.m. called 
Hotel. 




William Perm b?<> 



He received the following calls: It is noted that both the calls ma. 
and tne calls received were all on February 22, 1943- 

10 a.m. tfrs. L0HLE regarding challenging Mr. TABOR to a debate. 
2: 30 p.P* No answer 
2:45 p.m. no answer 

4:45 p.m. Fo rter regard ing baggage on hand 

8: a.m. from ^^^^B no answer \oV<-^ 

It is noted that Room 1053 at "i ll 1am penn Hotel was occupied by 
Senator JA11S J. DAVIS at the timefl^^^^^ called from there. The above men- 
tioned source of information reporffic^arSsof the conversation as follows: 




01 National Casket Company." 
"Dies Committee — 7:alter YJinchell" 
"Meeting tonight (Londay) North Side Carnegie Hall." 
"They call themselves Isolationists." 

It is further noted that Senator J ALLS J. DAVIS signed out of the 
Hotel 7:30 p.m. on February 22, 1943. 

_ Mr. SfcHTH and his 

wife checked out of the hotel at 11:30 a.m. February 23, 1943, the time of his 
departure to be effective at 12 noon. He had called a porter who purchased t 
tickets on train 117, parlor car 6C on the Pennsylvania Railroad, which train J?/*" 
was scheduled to leave Pittsburgh at 12:15 for Detroit, and it was lat er de- 
termined that jit would probably arrive in Letroit at about 8 o* clock. 
^^S^^S^ISf that SklTH had expressed a package to 2006 industrial Bar 
buxTKng^DeTroTt, Michigan. 

The above information relative to SMITH'S departure for Detroit 1 as 
made available by teletype to Detroit dated February 23, 1943. This information 
furnished in case it would be of any value to the Detroit office. 

Prior to SMITH'S arrival at Pittsburgh, the writer contacted kr. 
An! HUH K. SCh"..EIiIN at his home 6533 Dalzell Place, Pittsburgh . SCKV.LRIu informed 
that ne has always been opposed to the ^nerica First Committee. He has a bitter 
hatred cf Si-JTil and his former associates, such as R LLV'i and CCU3HLI?;, not 
only because he feels that they are un-j^aerican but that they have definitely . 
shown they are anti-Semitic. Si.ncp SCH^gUfr-iaaoelf -±s" or Jewish origin, his 1 
dislika^for him is in opoaoe d. / 

He is, at the present time, gathering material to write a book on 
tte subject of Sl-JTII and his associates. He rave the writer copies of his article i 
and letters referred to previously in this report, and the answer written by 
TABCE and V^VcJt, also referred to previously in tlds report. These are b-.ing 
regained in the files of the Fittsburgh Office, copies of whicri are not being 
sent to other offices, inasmuch as it is not believed they contain additional 
infomiation of value. 

It is noted that the Pittsburgh Office received several letters and 
some telephone calls protesting the appearance of SLilTH in Pittsburgh, and re- 
questing that representatives of the F ederal Bureau of Investigation be present 
at his talks. Such requests came from 
of the ^merican Legion, GjyClXL LT 
Tu blic Safety, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 

■ of Carnegie Free Library, Nornr bide 

In addition, the Couimunist party sponsored a lecture at their regula 
Saturday evening forun at Carncjie Free Library, February 20, 1943. The lecture 
was given by JLFiG.'.] -> te;T».K, labor organizer, the topic of the speech being "The 
Fifth Coluinn _>xosed~ GERALD L. K. S1JTH, Traitor." 




ect-or of tne Departme nt ^ t 

Pittsburgh, 
Itt e burgh . 



ILliTT FATRIlyCUSH, Chairmen of the Communist Farty of North Side \ 
issued a handbill relative to this meeting in which ha described SUITH as an \ 
"admirer of Hitler and the Nazi System. He is a notorious Jew-bait or and a Red-bait 
He is a Negro -hater and a supporter of the Ku Klux Klan terrorism against Negro 
and Catholic citizens. He is a tool of some of the worst union-hating employers. 

In short, he is an American fascist tool of Hitler." "The exposure 

of such fascist agents as Gerald L. K. Smith is the patriotic duty of all Am- 
ericans and anti-fascists. It is our caamon obligation to drive such ratsout 
of public life as deadly enemies to all that America embodies, protests agfinst 
the Qerald L. K. Smith meeting should be sent to kayor Scully, City Kail, Pitts- 
burgh, as the Library building is under city control." 

Copies of a card adve tising the above mentioned speechto be given 
by JERO.IL BEWTC-N and of trie handbill mentioned above written by CU3H, together with 
an unidentified handbill advertising the lecture by HESfTCN are being retained in 
the Pittsburgh file. 

Under pretext the writer was present at the above mentioned meeting. 
The meeting was definitely a Communist meeting, although no direct reference was 
made to that effect. EETTCNj however, was introduced as "Comrade Benton." Also 
on display were many Communist and Union publications, and known Communist leaders 
of Pittsburgh were present. EENTCN stated that LITH is pro-German and a fascist. 
He referred to SMITH'S association with HUEY I.CNO, WILLIAi: DUDLLfs^LLEY, Father 
CCUGHilN and the America First Comnittee. BEKTON stated that SKlITH is anti- 
Bus si an, anti -Union and antiKJommunist and is prejudice against the Negroes and 
the Jews. He urged the union members and CoiUiaunists not to attend SLITH's speeches 
and to have nothing to do with him. EENTCN asserted that this country ought to 
give all possible aid to the allies to defeat Germany and German allies. He was 
opposed to isolationism. 





in response to an inquiry as to what should be done to combat StIITH, 
EEETCN urged all members to be good union members, to be good church-goers, to 
work hard if they are working, and to be good soldiers if they go into the Army. 
According to BEt'TON, the best way to combat SMITH and his isolationists is to be 
everything that a good American ?iould be. , „ 

__ _ known in this office as a reliable source 

of information, tei.epnonicai.Ly called the attent ion of the Pittsburgh Office to 
the f act^that_JS&IIH_was to speak in Pittsburgh. BT°~ 

He advised he has been act5W*fff 
or defeating isolationists. He is interested in the interna- 
tional aspect of world cooperation after the war, and does all he can toward the 
education of t .e peo le toward this end. He is one of the leaders in the Free 
World Association, which he claims is a non-political organization. He advised 
that through being active in the above movements he has come in contact with iso- 
lationists of this community. He knows CHAHLEiS A. liADDEtf, who is the head of the 
Defenders of George Washington's Principles. That organization appears to be 
connected with a group of people whom he termed as "Coughiin Mothers," a radical 
group of isolationists, who he stated were connected with the America First 
Ccmuittee when it was active in Pittsburgh.. He said that IlADDLN was a radical 
isolationist who appeared to be stron^-iy anti-British. 
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According to hiia, LADDEN gave a speech at the Hungary Club, attack 
ing the Rhooes scholarship students, claiming that RHODIJS, the Englishman yJT 
establish** his fund for tat purpose of bringing the most intelligent youth of 
America to itfigland an order that they could be taught the British ideas and re 
Lurn to America and work for British domination of the world 



Padvised thatB^S^ifiKp^^ th*. 
Club at the present time. 

ployed in settlement wor* ^^KS^f^^S^SSIS^^^ixt S L 

EfiS ™TV - a ? ac: K i5t 111 the P»*. he alleg es that his feelings are * 
based ony^gious principles. According tc^M prior lo the attack on Pearl 
"ff°! r ;,BBp* as "P ^ th schools forToHlfentious Objectors: This was 

after ineffective Service law was passed, but prior to Pearl Harbor, since 
then he has gl ven no indication that he was against the war effort in that re- 



The ref erej 
f ormaLion regarding] 



tion, the f oliowing TnquirTe^!eremade 



ue^ted the Pittsburgh Cffice to submit in- 
to the Letroit Cffice. jn this connec- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



3 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



§D Deleted under exemption(s) ^ ^ b 'P-P with no segregable 
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Relative to SLIITH, he had in his r°ssession a 28 pa^e report, 
dealing with the hist ory and background of nun tin t. v ^ ^ h L ^ a^. 
ties and associates. 8B * 1 ' - w a " 




Pii-vwgi ajjudG copies o A it nci-e made. One copy is being sent, zo the Bureau 
and one to Detroit: one copy is being retained in the Fittsburgh file. 




4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page<s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



55 Deleted under exemptions ) 



with no segregable 
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O Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Inasmuch as the logical leads of this case have been covered, this 
case is being referred upon completion oo the office of origin. 



ENCLOSURES 



7CTI THE HJREMJ 

One photostatic copyofarenor^onttie life and background of 
C-2RALD L, K. SI/IT H obtained frau ^jff?^^f3^j^W of Pittsburgh. ^ „ 

Cne photographic copy of the speech given by GKrULD L. K. ITH 
at the Hungary i^lub in Hotel Henry, Pittsburgh on February 2*, 1%3. 

Cne phot og aphic copy of a speech given by CHa^LLS k^UDlE" before 
the Hungary '^lub in Kotel Henry, Fittsburgh December H> 19A2. 



Cne .opy of each of the above listed items is being sent to the 
Detroit, office. 



REFER; -iD UPON CCkiFUJTICU TO ','HE 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

( 
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JPHa:»IJ 
62-43818-216 



# Attention Mr, C. B« Rhette 

Rei OKRALD U t m SMITH 

IB?- COSAilTTKE OF OUR MILLION 
IKTSRXAL 5XCURITI 

SKtiXTXCW 



There is enclosed * copy of ort 
submitted l« this cam by Speolal ^^Ml^liB U7C^ 
mtaburcfa, Pennsylvania, on lurch 20, VM% togSTner with J? 
• photo static copy of subject Smith's ipwh of Fetoraary 22 » 
1943, mentioned on page tmelve of Special Agent J J report 
aa an enclosure • 

Copies of the othor encloerures mentioned were not 
made available insomuch as they only aet forth information 
which has appeared in other reporta previously submitted in 
this case. 

Very truly yours, 

Mr. To 1 soil 

Mr. J£ . A . Tsnuii 

Mr. cut;;: John Edgar Hoover 

Mr. coffty Director 

Mr. Uluvlu 



vr. Ludd„_ — Enclosure 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. p v0 sen_ 0 c - Assistant Attorney General Wendell Berge 

Mr. Trpcy 

Mr. Car sou 

Mr. Harbo 



Mr. tttTidon . j ' * ^ iff ( ( ~j ' 

McGuirc j M A i L ED II in./* ^J>"! *■' i 

APR 1 3 1943 P.M. [ in lurnmiTinii ^ 

, ALL (NFORPTION CONTAINED 



Mr 

Mr . Muu: ford 

i M r • P i I> <J r 

yty'X Mr. Ouinn T":iriii;!_ jj 



M i s - li^r dy 



— DATE ^ 



JPHatWJ 

>2>43 
62-43818 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE -/-ifr^ W sfimmJ*^ 



MtM>?J HUM FPU Iffi. JAMFS ROSS, JR. 



Attention i Mr. C. E. Rhotts 
0 

Ret GERALD L. TC. SMITH 

THE COIGHTTKF. OF OHE kCIIXIOK 
INTERNAL SECUTOTX 



Under data of February 19, 1943, I addressed a memorandum to 
7ou In connection with this case pointing out the faot that In a radio 
address made by Salth at Detroit, Michigan, on October 24, 1942, the 
latter stated that he had violated the national thirty-five miles per 
hour speed regulation. In this regard I further mentioned the fact 
that aalth had coon en ted that he had done this in order to dramatise to 
his friends and other people of fcmerlca the unsoundness of "many of our 
bureaucratic rules." You will recall that I requested your advice as 
to it ether Smith* s admitted violation of the national speed regulation 
and his public comments in connection therewith may be considered as 
violative of any Federal statute within the investigative Jurisdiction 
of this Bureau. 



To I son 

E . A . Tamm 

C!eS2 . 

Coffey 

Glavin 

Ludd 

Ni c hoi s 

Rosen 

Tracy_ 

Carscn_ 

Karbo 

Hendon 

McGui re 

Mum f ord 

Pi per 



I shall appreciate the benefit of your opinion In this regard 
as soon as convenient. 



Quinn Tamm 




Very truly yours, 



3 -if?* if 



John Edgar Hoovejr 
, Director 



is? it 



\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



This Case Originated at DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
Report Hade at Date Made Period for Which 



File No. 100-3636 ehs 
Report t!ade by 



CHARLOTTE, IL C. 3-I3-k3 
Title 



!.!ade- 
2-12,15,194+3 




aracter ox Case 

GERALD LYtlAN K3IIEETH SI : ITH, with aliases 5 : : ikteRKAL SECURITY - G 
TH3'C0I£?TrT3E OF ONE MILLION CUSTODIAL DSTr/ZTION 

SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS: 



advised that 

~W."?£. I'AHTlTRffeA in 1937 or 1938 at Ninety Six, 
S. C. Search of materials seized by Sheriff f s 
Office, Asheville, W. C, for state's case against 
WILLIE! DUDLEY -f^LLSJ? fails to disclose any 
correspondence betveen SMITH and PELLS?. Evidence 
impounded by Court in this case contains no such 
correspondence. Material not used in evidence 
in state's case and which had been in possession 
of r .. R. TfTIXlAIlS, prosecuting attorney for the 
state, has been destroyed. 

- RUC - 



)„1P 



HEF3HENCS : Report of Special A-ent ^MSSo3^^« dated 
September 2, 19L2, at Detroit, --icniran; teletype 
frorr. Indianapolis dated February 1, 19 U3. 



DETAII5; AT ASK^VILL", NQETTT CAROLINA 




E. 1 '"ARTIE died in 
llinety Six, South Carolina. The informant could recall no 
instance where GERALD L. It. S:T?I; corresponded r/ith PALLET usin.5 



Approved and 




Copies 

5 - Bureau 1 -Ilevr York (Info.) + ~ ,</ . - - 

3 - Detroit (1 USA) 1 - "Vashinrrton Field (Inxo.) 10 "J/ 8 ! A J i;^0 
2 - Indianapolis - Charlotte t j^ t , 



COPIES DESTROYED 
83 OCT 13 1964 



HERON !S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE »H«» -BY<f 



< 



i 



Silver Shirts of America letterheads. The informant could r;ive no 
information concerning any correspondence between these two men. 



On February 15, 19^3, 



of Buncombe 



County, Asheville, North Carolina, made available to the writer the 
material which had been seized by his Department from the P3LL^Y 
organization for the state's case against PELLEY. A search of this 



rial failed to reveal anv correspondence between SIITII and F3LLEY. 




advised, that some of the material seised had been retained 
WILLIAMS, the prosecuting attorney for the state. He 
further advised that Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation had 
.^one through all the material and they had selected and photostated 
the material which they desired. He stated that the material which 
was not retained by the Sheriff's Office or rr. WILLXAIS or impounded 
by the Court had been returned to the PFXL 1 ^ organization. 



Vxm R. i"U "jTLLIAI S , Jackson Building, Asheville, Forth 
Carolina, a^n-lst-.J. reporting Ar-ont on February 19, l°U3j that the 
material ~.;hich he had retained for use as evidence in the F^LU'? r 
case in Ashevillr- has been destroyed, with the exception of that 
evidence actually used, in the C'.sn and impounded by the Superior 
Court of Buncombe County. t'r. T7ILLIAI.S stated that he kept the 
material for sometime, but that after PELLT was tried by the Federal 
"Government he presumed that the material was no longer of any importance, 
and inasmuch as it was cluttering up his office he had it destroyed. 

I, Clerk of the Superior Court of Buncombe 
County, made available to the writer the evidence that had been impounded 
by the Court in the state's case against PELLEY. A search of this 
evidence has been made by the -.vritor with negative results. , 



G^.^^l oT ft + 




Office previously reported in the report of 



review of the i lies oi me Charlotte Office in regard to WILLIAJ* DUDLEY 
PELLEY failed to disclose any information concerning correspondence 
between PELLEY and SL3TK. 



^7 



- REFERRED UPON C01TLETI0N TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIII 

- 2 - 



']: ;•- -'ft 

' ■ 'A 



"> SEOQli&fcD 62-i+3818 



JPRarTWJ 

62-A3818 — ok / ^ 



ALL iOKK CONTAINED 

MM IS ^CUOT , 
DATE ^Z^iJYie^jU^ 



ITHQHAMUm FOR MTU JM^ HQT.K, Jft. 



Attention i Ur. C. B. Rti»tt* 



Rat OFKALD L. K, SLOTH 

TKK COUUXTTIS OF ONE MILLION 
IHTKi*HAL SKC'JHITY 
SEDITION 



for your information, I wiah to adrise that * copy 
o^^rurtharrjport euboltted in this cu« by Special Agent 
■ I «t Chnrlottc, North Carolina, on March 13, 

lSEj^ia^iranSfftted to tho Jivieion or Records under data 
oX ibrch 23, 1943. 

Very truly your a, 



J 



John Kdgar Hoorer 

Mr. Toisoa Director 

Mr. fc.A. Tamm_ . 

Mr. Ciena oc • Awiftant Attorney General 

Mr. Co f Icy 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 



Wendell Itarge 



Mr. Nichols ~- 

Mr. Rosen ~> 

Mr. Tracy "7" 

Mr. Carson Z^*"™"* "T: 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hcndon " "."7 . . .. ■< - ;■. : Vr '■' 



Mr. McGuire, 

-(r: - Mr. Mu*r. Tcrd 

;v$&$ Mr. Pi].*r 




Mr . S t p:j su ... _ 

Miss C f (• r. d y . . O * * 

a2 ^ ^ : 



Mr. Qui in- T:<Tr.m ' • V 



(7 /5 



Mar. 12, "1943. 



Mr* B»A«Tamm, / 

3353 Runnytnode Place, N.W., 

Washingtoi£\ D,C./ 

Dear Mr. (ajfcmms / 



■J 



V The attached are copies that I have typed up 
of the originals. 



After handling same in this manner, the thought 
comes to me that possibly you would prefer to photostat mater- 
ial such as thin instead of copies being typed. If so, would 
be glad to have you advise. 



Very truly yours, 



o 
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March 22, 1943 
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Mi 

Mi 
Mi 
Mi 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
'vi i s 



To 1 son 

E.A, Tamm_ 

Clegg 

Coffey 

G 1 avin 

Ladd 

Ni chol s 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Carson ^ J ' l 
HKrbo ! 



SAC, Detroit 



La) 



Re; OKRALD L. K. SMITH 

THS COMHITTKK OF OKE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECCTRITT 
SEDITION 



Dear Sirs 




I wit to again call your attention to the importance 
of this investigation and to impress on you the absolute necessity 
of thoroughly and adequately following this subject's activities 
and public speeches. The status of this investigation has again 
becorce delinquent in your office and a further report will be 
expected within the next two weeks. 



; =■ cwz-^fifa 

ri;'.£.N -"■■;^3SI?I» 
EXCEPT V.'HKRfi SHWH 
OTHERWISE 



Very truly yours, 



5. 



John Edjfcaxlljoover 
Director 



Knclosuref 




5 o 



Hereon! 
McGu 5 m 



Muni ford 

Pipe r_ _ 

Quinn 'j'-iTr.m 

Xfiise 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

THIS CA1E ORIGINATED AT 



DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



FILE NO. 62-1194 



)RT MAM AT 



NEW ORLEANS, LA. 



DATE WHIN MADE 



3/16 A3 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 



GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases, 
Gerald L. KflSmith, Gerald L* K .^Schmidt; 
THE OOUiHTTEB OF ONE 23XLION. 



1- 28, 29, 30; 

2- 1, 3> 



ROORT MAOC BY 



VP 



CHARACTER Or CASE 



INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OPjfcCTS: 




Investigation at Shreveport. La., reflects subject- 
resigned as pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 
Church about Feb* 15, 1934, because of political 
activities and dereliction of duties* Washington* 
D* C, law firm conducted investigation at Shreveport 
on subject's activities prior to 1934* All persons 
interviewed could furnish only general information 
on subject and could not furnish anything specific 
in his connection wit h the Silver Shirt Legion. 

ror SLiITH during tne campaign, was 
unable to furnish any information of value concerning 
SMITH'S associates, contributors, supporters, and con- 
tacts. w : . - _ 

- d U C - /■ : 



hi" 



DETAILS: 



Report of Special Agent' 
dated Aug! 
Report of ] 
January It 

AT SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 




lew Orleans, La., 
r , 7/ashington, D. C, dated 




was in iv^u or 1931 when he, f Jo f the Comnunity 

Chest Fund. One of the member^o^niscomBitteesuggested that SMITH 
epea^ before a luncheon composed of the various clubs and groups in 

f, : 



1^ 




Special. AaExr 

IN CHAJta* 



\ r 

V. V 



5 - Bureau*T l f! PFTH '" RD>ORT 
2 - Detroit ^'^i : 
2 - Indianapolis 
2 - Washington Field 
2 - New Orleans c 1 



r a, 



, .-.4 |A 

w 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



// 7 



*«0CT 13 J984 



-# — - 



M • a»»IHK»EXT n»T<n otnoi 7 — 2034 



N.O. 62-1194 



Shreveport. SMITH spo ke befor e about five hundred people and gave a 
marvelous performance, fl Bsaid he was so enthusiastic about SMITH'S 
ability he had him spea^^^V smaller group the followin^da^, at which 
time SMITH gave the very same speech, gestures and all. fl Be aid he 
then realized SMITH was a fakeand would have nothing morexo^o with 
the man. Later sa(( so saidfl B he learned SMITH was allegedly con- 
nected with ttOTBilver Shir^Tlglon for the purpose of prosecuting the 
Jews and, bein/jewish, refused to speak to SMITH from that tim e on. 
SMITH came tolK ^f' off ice one day to ascertain the reason for'"™" 
attitude and wnenfl Btold him what he thought of him and the sulv< 
Shirts, SMITH saio^^^ad received an offer to organize ^^ocal chapter 
but that after a week of thought he refused the offer. | Bsaid he 
did not believe the man because he later confirmed to hossaxisfaction 
the fact of SMITH'S connection with the organization, althougi SMITH 
did not al low his name to be used and his activities were carried on 
secretly. fl J was not able, however, to furnish any specific or 
definite inWHStion concerning the fact of SMITH'S connection with this 
group. 

After obtaining and losing his pastorate of the Kings Highway 
Christian Church and gaining a bad reputation because ofjais immoral 
deeds and practices, SMITH JoineoMipwitjjMjJ^^^JG^ the Wealth" 

society as an organizer, so saidfl B said h? warned HUEY about 

SMITH, but HUEY said he realized ^^Wanwasno good and could not be 
trusted but that he would serve a useful purpose. It was during SMITH'S 
affiliation with LONG that he sued the Hearst interests for libel but 
withdrew Ms suit after an investigationinto his background, which 
proved to be somewhat detrimental. B paid the results of tnis inves- 
tigation could be obtained from thesnreveport law firm of TUCKER and 
BRGN30N. 




attorney at law located in the Slattery 
Building, on January 28, 1943, said he first ran into SMITH when SMITH 
was called as a witness in a case in which a police officer was being 
prosecuted for using third-degree methodsonaNegro • SMITH testified 
that the Negro was not harmed, when, asfl Bstated, it was very evi- 
dent that the Negro had been badly beaten^^rter this instance, SMITH 
attempted to build a name for himself in the community and associate 

with prominent P eo Ejg^_Si^ii e — ^|gimwiyUl£ ^ n ^° Pities, neglecting 
his pastorat e, and JK^^^ ^^^^^^^L^SSSH It was for these reasons, 
according to B^^B^LhatsBHBTwa^reTeaSe^^f his pastorate of the 
Christian Ch u^SfS t hough these reasons were not made public and are hear- 
say so far asfl fl is concerned. 

It was during this time that SMITH became secretly associated 
with the Silver Shirt :;jovement, which movement maae no neacu.-ay in Shreveport, 



0»\ y° 



N.O. 62-1194 



After this he was hired by HUEY LONG as an organizer for the "Share the 
Wealth" movement, which SMITH unsuccessfully tried to take over after 
LONG'S death. It was then that some manufacturers from Detroit, Michigan, 
hired SMITH to go to Detroit for the purpose of breaking up the labor 
unions. 



f the Detroit law firm of BUTZEL, EAkAN, LONG, 
" er of the c ommittee instrumental in getting 
said he sawfl Va short time ago and from 
s regreted fflsaction in the matter ever since, 
furnisi^iothin^specific concerning SMITH'S activi- 
gent tcj Jfor further particulars. 




GUST, and BILLS wa 
SMITH to Detroit 
ljjiayie gathered 
| ■ stated he 
^tSesDut referred 



ormation concern- 
the 



on January 29, 1943 > said he could give no specl 
ing SMITH'S activities while in Shreveport, and 
same general information furnished by Messrs. ^ 
did state, however, that SKITH was actively connec 

Klan an^j^tomatton concerning this phase of his life could be Obtained 
from fj ■ attorneyand advisor forfl B, located in 

India TSpoiisTInaiana. flj ^stated f urth er^^lr^lfwas not and is not 

Hognway ( 




a member 

reaso 



was in 



of the Kings Hi^lUay Christian Church and does not know the 
•S forced resignation. He referred the writer to 

for specific information concerning SLOTH wftHe 




revepoj 



_0n Janu ary 29, 1943, 
Jommercial Banlc 
Lhg a file on GERALD L. K. SKITH for 
tain ed as attor ney in the matter. 
tactS Bfor permission to s 






was retain- 
who was re- 
that writer con« 





was thereaf tercQ^acg^^df urnfsh'ed Agent' with a copy oj 

ie report submitted by onefl p As background for this re- 

port, which was an iwestigationo^E!lTH»S activities in Shreveport, 
m m said SLCtTH at one time was pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 
unurcn and was respected and admired by the local citizenry until he began 
mixing into politics, siding with the Huey Long group, and began to become 
conspicuous because of his absences at Sunday services in his church. He 
was warned and then asked toresignbecauaeof his dereliction of duties. 
Through the efforts of onefl I, a member of the board of 

deacons of said church, StOT^TOSgtva^Hotner chance and reinstated. 
However, soon after, he gave a speech in front of the courthouse, lauding 
LONG and then left for Washington, D. C M to confer with HU£Y._ It was 



- 3 - 
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during this time that as SMITH and LONG were leaving LONG'S hotel at 
Washington, D. C, with their arms around each other's shoulders a re- 
porter for the Washington Times -Herald took a picture of them, which 
the editor of the paper ran with the caption: "Long and his bodyguard 
Gerald." About this time, or shortly thereafter, the board of deacons 
of the Kings Highway Christian Church demanded SMITH'S resignation, 
SMITH sued the Times-Heralc^or^^bel, clai mi ng as damage the fact that 
he had lost his pastorate. ^ (then went on to say that WILTON 

<J. LAMBERT j Attorney at I^yt^m^e^Tidl<h.nK^j&s^r^to^Q 9 C» 9 repre- 
senting the Washington Times-Hera^^eent ■ ■ to Shreveport 
to investigate SMITH'S claim. ^ P state^J^SIrltained to take the 
depositions of persons interviewed^ flj I The aim in taking these 
depositions was to prove the following racts: 

(1) That SMITH prior to February J, 1934, had actively taken 
part or participated in political campaigns; 



(2) That SMITH was a political follower of HUE! pj&CNG, both 
before and after February 1, 1934; 



(3) That the publication in the Washington Times-Herald on 
February 1, 1934 , of StJTH with LONG was not the cause of the resignation 
of SMITH of the pastorate of his church, but on the other hand he was 
compelled to resign because of ills activities out of the church and because 
the members of the board of deacons of the church considered SMITH no longer 
desirable as pastor; ana, 

(4) That on a prior occasion SMITH'S resignation had been . 
demanded by the board of deaco ns and th^s action w as only rescinded because J? 
of the intervention of 




In view of the 
report submitted by 
pages, the same has 




hat Mtt&tZf&jM requested the return of the 
of forty-seven typewritten 
rograpned and the exposed film has been for- 



warded to the Technical Laboratory under separate cover with the request 
that the Detroit Field Division be furnished with two copies of the positive 
prints and the developed negatives. 




On January 30, 1 
interviewed by Special Agen 
he knew SMITH very well and that back in t 
hjLm and asked wh at he knew about the orgs 

lothing, 

for the purpose of cd 
members at that tjjae 
lip card on the v/ay back to S;ireveport. 





was 

anoTthe writer. M&ggy sai d 
e early 1930' s SLOTHcame to 

headed by 'att.t.tavt runT/^Y 



P 




erring witn 
and he saw SMI' 




N.O. 62-1194 




organization 



only reason for joining 
whether or not it was subversive hi haracter, and when he found out 
what he wanted to know he quit* IB did not reveal, however, what 
he did find* 

As fl V report refects that SMITH had signed 

a contract with LnesTTver Shirt LeglonJ Vvas questioned as to 
the existence of said contract but he saxarieriad no knowledge of the 
same* In connection with the Silver Shirt movement in Shreveport, 

B said there were very few members and the organization soon died 
ouV^^He also s^^^rie did not solicit members for the organization. 
In conclusion,^ I informed Agents he has had no personal contact 
with SMITH for^^ood number of years, but has written three or four times 
during the past years but, has received no reply* 



was interviewed 

on January 30, 1943. J ^ stated SfcHTH is an intelligent man, 

smart as a whip, bu^^SS^Jecause of his unreliability and his un- 
truthfulness. Infl W opinion, SMITH was a good man to have on 
your si tie if ha^dle^properly and SLHTH fitted in well with the HUjSY LONG 
regime because of his oratorical ability. While minister of the Kings 
Highway Christian Church, St-ITH indirectly conveyed to his parishioners 
the fact that he favored HUffif LONG. The people of Caddo Parish were 
almost one hundred per cent anti-LOWG at that time and told him to go 
easy* About a week after this, a notice appeared in tae local paper that 
SI "ITU would ciaice some surprising statements in the courthouse, 
stated the place was jammed and SLITH gave a speech eulogizing 
was received with such success and ovation he immediately borrowed money 
and vent to Washington, D. C*, to associate himself with LONG* This 
when^iepicture was taken and he sued the Washington Times-Herald. _ 
■ stated he was a LONG man and believed in HU2Y and therefore" 
aoou^STTH and his money spending. SOTH always demanded money for the 
payment of his bills and the demands were made at such times that it vets 
impossible to refuse his request without causing the LONG party some em- 
barrassment through adverse publicity. 



paper that 

LuN^^nTch 
money 
.swss 

>reknew 



further stated he does not believe SMITH was immoral 
in his conduct or that his son was illegitimate, but that the people of 
Louisiana, especially those in Shreveport, would do most an ything to 
destroy a faction or member of the LONG regime. I f stated also 

that he does not believe SITTH is engaged in anythin^uDversive, nor 
that he haa^n^connection with the Silver Shirt organization in Shreveport 
However, M W stated SMITH bears watching as he loves power and money 

and publllffy^glpfljgy was of the opinion that if the United States 



y 



( 
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began to lose the war and it started to look like the beginning of the 
end SZITH would do his utmost to get on a foreign-inspired band wagon 
to further his ownNlnterests. 




., on 

February 1, I'a+j, sxatteo. SUITH is a man Obsessed with the idea that his 
power of speech and oratory can move heaven and earth, that he is a hero- 
worshipper and will hitch is wagon to the brightest star and ride until 
the star fades. 7fhen SMITH was pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 
Church, he began to mingle into politics, siding with HUEY LONG, who was 
pretty much despised in Shreveport. SKITH recognized the fact that LONG 
was an up-and-coming figure in the political world and could not contain 
his thoughts and views from his parishioners, who resented the fact they 
had a pastor who dabbled in politics. Along with this, 53.fr TH was an 
organizer. He loved to organize people into factions, especially when 
there was money involved. He toldR?jS at one time that he had met with 

»-2^^^R^«Sfc m anr) una uAitln nn <* A%» ^ Viam P/Nlp. 

■■ ■ ■ 1 nui .n_Lij£ xui uit«uit a' vi 



reas 



the board 




all of these and other insignificant but aggravatij 
of elde rs of the Kings Highway Christian Churchy 
Q^ScJB fired and demanded snws resignation. 

o^tovS at the time the e^jrsmet, so SIGTH sought nis aid in attempting 
to regain his pastorate. ■ ■ acivised SL2TH to request a meeting of the 
board, at which t ime SjJ T^ cmj T^^i^ had for 

firing and when the board 

refused to oWn^rortnany^ecif ic cnarges, a5f^stepped to the front 
giving a very eloquent and soul-stirring plea, wrapping the elders around 
his finger, and thereby gained nis job back. 

stated that he later ascertained that the reasons for 
this first firing of SMITH were because SMITH was mixing into politics, 
went on mysterious trips which kept him away from the church for long 
periods of time, and because of stories that got back to Shreveport of 
his immoral conduct on these trips, which conduct was unbefitting a min- 
ister. 

After this, SLTTH came out in the open in his support of HUEY 
LONG, continued to absent himself from the church and became very derelict 
as far as ministerial duties were concerned. In addition to this, he began 
to incur large debts with various merchants and persons in town, and was 
fired again on or about February 15, 1934* this time with a lasting effect. 
This last termination of employment was not the res ult of the pu blicity 
SHITH obtained through the Washington Times-Herald, ■ ■ said. 




With reference to the letter from 
f the Silver Shirts, which letter is men tioned in 
said he received subh a letter when 
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in which | ^solicited his membership, stating that GERALD S£ITH 
ano^jis*dfe, together with other prominent citizens were members, 
m g has attempted to find thi s letter amongst his files on 

HRSSIWusoccasions, but has been unsuccessful to date* He stated he 
would continute to search for the letter and if the same was located, 
it would be immediately brought to the attention of the New Orleans 
Field Division. 




of Centenary College, on February 

3, 1943, said he was Well acquainted with SMITj^henhe was in Shreveport 
and believed SMITH could be a public enemy, m B stated SMITH is 

a man absolutely devoid of character with spSp^^oility. He has no 
conscience and his only love is himself* fl ■ in general, related 

episodes that reflected against SMITH'S cSrac^^^nd reputation in 
Shreveport, which have been reported heretofore, but could give no specific 
information that would show SIHTH had subversive tendencies at that time. 
When he was in Shreveport, SLTTH ! S only tendency was toward politics and 
then woul<^e^Mi^^ide short if he thought the other side could do him 
any gocQ.I |had an idea 3.3 TH was connected with PELLEY'S Silver 

Shirts, as ne^received the^^^erature of that organization and understood 
SLZTH was the sender. InB ^estimation, SIHTH bears close watching 
as he will do anything tha^^alTgain him power and money. 



.The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
at New Orleans, Louisiana: 






The f ollowing investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
a "* SS3S "f, at Algiers, Louisiana: 

nts I p and 

a^usresiaence at 
xs presently employed as a 
ty of New Orleans f Louisiana. He said that he 
first met the subject, GERALD L. K. SKITH, some time during the year 1936 
when the subject and JBflilE NOE, former governor of Louisiana, were tour- 
ing the state of Louisiana. in a campaign against a s ales tax proposed 
the then flovernor of Louisiana . DTCK LTCTK. 



K 
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.s of which are set out in the report of Special Agent! 



at 



stated SHTH left the state of Louisiana shortly 

of December, 1939, or the first part of January, 1940, when he made a 
three-weeks 1 campaign in behalf " " ~ _ » . . - 
who was running 




ehalf of MR^i^NG^brothe^^mg^^MG, 



He said that SLOTH 1 
ter wrote him, 
He said that Ke ^ecepted 
worked for SMITH " ~" 



when this 






^ said that SiHTH has never confided in him and told 
him anything about his personal affairs, beliefs, contacts, financial 
supporters, or associates. He said that most of SIXTH'S meetings with 
his supjjorte rs and contacts were held in his hotel room and that he, 
MM was never present at any of these meetings. He said he did 
no^recall the addresses of any individuals with whom SMITH associated 
or the names of any of the individuals who arranged SMITH'S speeches in 
jfcne various towns they visited. He said that SMITH'S secretary, BERNIE 
/ DOUAN, handled all of SMITH'S business and arranged all of his speaking 
engagements. He further informed that he does not know the source of 
the subject's financial support, and recalls that SMITH was always com- 
plaining about being "broke." He said that HUBERT LUCKSR (phonetic) of 
Detroit, Michigan, went with SMITH on his campaign tours during the 



u^Sxuvriwxax caaizpaign oi ivwj 9 ana tuat 



was employed by SMITH as a chaulier ana DodyguaTaT ne couia no- 
nxsn any other information concerning these individuals. He also said 
that SMITH had five or six girls* employed in his office, but advised he 
does not know any of their names. 




He f ur- 

ther stated he thinks SMITH'S father is a retired Baptist minister. He 

was linn hi « tn rive tne names nf th^ae relate vefl - 
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(said that to his knowledge the subject has never 
contacted WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLSY, and he further informed that he has 
never heard SMITH mention anything concerning the Silver Shirts movement. 
He stated he paid very little attention to SMITH'S speeches but does re- 
member that SMITH frequently accused the present administration of being ^ 
"warmongers" and made the statement that this country has had "too much ^1 
Roosevelt." 



was questioned closely but did not furnish any 
addiUonal^HormaTTon". He said that he left SMITH'S employ in September 
of 1941, because he was tired of the North and wished to return home* He 
said he had a friend of his in New Orleans send him a telegram advising 

1 I X 1 « X 1 . J "I 1 0.1 J. — . . T _J Uaua _> — . — — T An** A CI rT TTJ 

LXiat US JDOtner Was \ 1 ,» SO Ulav lie uvuiu iiavo an c/Jwlloc uu ioo * o jttu.xn* 

He said that S5CTH paid his expenses home and that he has not heard from 
SMITH since that time. 



- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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UNDEViiXOPiP LEADS 

DETROIT FIELD DIVISION t 
AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN; 



<^T~ "* Will intervieiw^^^^ ^M of the law firm of Butzel, 

• > Eaman, Long, Gust^nc^Ills, a member of the committee 

** v > instrumental in getting SMITH to Detroit, for any in- 

formation in his possession concerning subject and his 
activities* 

INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION: 

AT INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA: 

Will locate an^ntervlewl I attorney and 

advisor for K^^f^^/t roran^information in his 
possession SncernJn^subject and his activities. 

WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION: 
AT WASHINGTON. D. C: 

t -*w ^ i tWI fry- * 

Will contact m^TO*; 4. JtAHBiiRT, Attorney, or other 
members of the firm of featman, Horton, and Lambert, 
Munsey Building, and obtain information in this firsts 
file concerning the background and activities of SMITH. 

Will contact at the New Colonial 
Hotel, 15th anG^Rtreets^wIwT , to ascertain from 
him what he knows concernu|^^ie^activities and back- 
ground of the subject. ■ | during the day 
can be located by contactTn^Tongressman JBGMY MORRISON, 
representative from Louisiana. 



4' 



jflr 



V 1 
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3-27-43 
62-43818 



moRflcjcM wa ra, rose, jr. 



AtUnttont C, E. Ifcrtta c» 



ftoi omri) l, k. sum :r 

TEK ODSflOTTKKOf OBK KU-LIO* 



For your intonnttoft, T viah to adrla* that a copy 
of « roport aubnittod in ^mSSj^iSmAS abore-antAUad v 
■attar by Spocial Agaflt W^^^^^^^M How Orlaana, JOi 
LouiiUna, cm Harch 16, 1523, ioTTSSnSTttod to tb« LiTialon 
of Rooorda ondar data oi Uaroh 27, 1943. 

Very truly ycura, 



John Sdgw Roovar 
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FBI/DOJ 



department of Steatite 

Office o( tte 9f«i0tant to t&e attorney General 
ttUuffrfnston 

Larch 29, 1943 



Mr. ToUon . 
Mr F„ A. Tal 
Mr. rivn 

Mr. C!~win . 
Mr. I -tH .... 
Mr. M. *s. 

M: . :. ■■■•■a .. 
I M- . . . y ... 
\ - . . 



:.&:^i-:pui. for r.R. jo;ik k^ga^ hoover 

Tirector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

c- 

He: '-erald L. i . E-nith 

Hue Committee of One million 
Internal Security 



In your memorandum of February 19 and again in 
your memorandum of I'arch 24 you requested advice as to 
whether Smith's admitted violation of the so-called 
national speed regulation and his public com.ients in 
connection therewith could be considered as violative 
of any Federal statute within the investigative juris- 
diction of the FBI. 

I have asired -r. Eerge to give you an opinion 
on this subject and I believe you may expect to hear 
from him in the verv near future. 



uxiur 

uui. e .. 

,dj J umm... 




AIL Wmm CONTAINED 

KEREift £ m*&m 

DATE KfytJ^ 




C. E. Rhetts 
Special Assistant to the 
Attorney General 





1/ V 



Mar. 21, lw43« 



Mr. E.A.Tfcmm, 

oooo Runnymedp Place, H.W., 
Washington, ^.C*. 

Dear S ! r: 



Vr/ 

/ 



The attache I are copies of th* original mimeographed 
articles put out by GLK Smith. sent then in with re- 

quest that the originals he " re turner! • 

A.s per your letter of Mar. 15th, have arrange.! with 
to secure all inform- it ion possible r^-r^riin^ this natter, \ ^h d'** 

Very truly yours, W ' 7i #/*.-' 





( 






V,,,,- Universpty of iru/jvV * 



e '"""*nt .,f ter . 



neth,n a s h 0 ..;„ • 
done U> ro -V ■ be 

s.. -(.'reign f\ 



■ s 00 P. m 

< 22 u l CHN,CAt 

HIGH SCHOOL 



be : r ool cf ,v 



Mr. .Siiiiih „ 

->0> , 

- ■* L.Vnt !-,a: A> . ij( . ; 

tj!-verm 1en , 




. tk... . -■ *v 






Gcr; lei .L.K, .S.".i t 



praf. l':v;:to;-, J] «. rajon 



(CO FY) 



:.-. t 'ii oC:iO( 

4\U- vCTj.'i 



Dear w-hriotic I'rhepu: 

Ct, this c u ..in ■■; ; .onia;/ ni-;hi, . era hat, I aa - i at;" .. ' vat;: 
ProiC3.;yr m^'i-c: Jlcncon of t,ho v : ivur.'ity oi' . V.ii hho r e- 

ject of tiu; ecl::fe ic: 

: LviCL hhD: iA i' T.ilj hi oVaiVo o'i<>. Lj .)G_l.. A. ~h . a: -.a ■ - o a!„ 

V/Cv-LJ PvA.f,. 

Ac you, aa coviT.i'j, ri, at hno: I .:!;;■]. 1 ■ ,h< ;";e - :. Li v 

of the cei-jae, I a;.: oayo;;eh to ijorlc; v '.r.L, I ho net acji-'-vc 
there isho.ild he :-.r.y yovori! .-r.t ; i.-y,'-. tha-t of ui u la a Led J- ; Los. I 
do not h( ' ■'.! v* :. t. i ! u 3 rfn 0 '-..1 < i ub a; .y i" 1 : . : .ho / v ■ ; ( o „ ■ : . : a~ ! J t r f 

Professor oVr:;.;i: fava-r., a „'>r h iJovvrn; ai,. In faci., ne is 
one oh tV"- :..or.;, aot.lv- alvoc'^'.c:-: c" ..Oi-.'.h JoV'". :r_ .e-h . 

».e of t. c .Jji. JJi'i r'liiJi' P/i-.t'i iV's.l vf.rv s.„rc.:, ly ;.*":.. i. .:;t nil 
for...s <:f intern;- t5 0; .aliG.'.i ":,r u.-.y for ; oh ,.. • 1 :<iv.h rl 1: . .tin ;\ naich 
: ' . ht ..:;h:o it rocnlLle for forev;: cii-i^ons to na/o relys for us to 
oLev. 

Vic**.- i j r :. ■ >n iial ? ace rah ; oa ;»f a ;iil:n' ty.-o are ah. vac .-.tin" 
a ;/rrlh jov-ii'i'.-if-nt. They arc jjialriiiy na -id nee "a; and iirhlns.s v;o 
old-fash: oned A!>i r ;ICA FLioi 1 Ai ;erid*]is ■ eL una./, this ..oi^a Govern- 
ment cro::c ic l:'.h.c?.y to put so: .et. d::'" ov*;i* on ug. I -■■artj ci*>;.' t- 
iny ill th:i3 e.eoate in cr.'n 1 to h^lp r.iy fi'ienclG i-or.l.'.zc ,~/*2u hov: 
g c ri o ■ i r, this y r "O * . o r; : 1 1 on i en d J u o t 1 iO'i ; h i 'a'i c-. i ; r c the ; : <" ivo c ■ ..lo c f 
W or 1( ' CI ove ri ^ . Kit . 



I ar; enclo.ihii"" h^r^'.-'ith ~o:..e invitations, i! e.s*r iiiTLtatioi'.o 
are ii:.;t tic;.<^t.; huL i^.e:, T»re:-en ;,ci: at the Jars i'-iK :v:ir:el rii/'h oe 1 ool 
on Lhe ni "ht of lit e_hate, ..;rch hh, tiiov vi _i 'a. title Lhe eeorcr 
to £?s :.:;uy,' t.'.". .el ?j £u-; !:e neee; 1 for hi.ajelf a.' : a .. .">•;'> -'-nhs t;.,--t he 
ifii n. it L r ii i y ( ... z i i i * " j : • 

I ir/JIL 0.. A i'OeG.i SFthi • ..I i i'ij.a.Jf i» i ..uji vit'La.T 

Eh.JJKS iillX, ih Fihiij) h.i'P/w-JD hO iCO A. 0 ..loo U'i. I JLh :.f uh Yoh 

TO CU ^ A ^ h..I: ij iifi.h i'hhl-^-.JS hi. ( >.i.. i'hAi c.-.. C 4 k ■ Jh hi'J-Iii' hAVE 

Tli£ '. '/Ih-L'.'-OhS A j a..ThhSIAJVIC 3U! J PC. P'hJ.h. U\ 



to cL-nd th ae tai:; ti. 
£d vo cate r; of M o r 1 u ..-ove":-, 



oi .,ne corona- 

! ' C)l I ^ « L _ J . 



(COPY) 



J. JrLc::. : : 



if;..; ev*:r. ■ ;.i:.e ol' i. :is na e. 1« may be „he ; iogl ii..T»er«u:t 
tn" * y. u ^vc r r au, 

.;.e .... >-•...:-. t, ; ogal book I "rave ever seer: has ;'ust co;ie to ::iy 
l.a-'.-iS. It iiijc.'.ase:; the C x l ;v: .i::t consylracy in detail. It con- 
t-.inn A..;- y \s, It is b-mjih '.; . cloth. 

l*OPj\ OiUi^o t.v.'.'i JiiLi, IT 

i\i'.s too.: in so ncr.svt lorial i.i what it expose s that uany book 
st^r-L. '..avn been I'orbiciuor. b..' t.cir co/.trolled i.u'u:.'^ors to handle it. 

£,000 J' -..Co' 213 J;. JcJiiiJ 

I "! its /fC- c .-0-20 S'Vl JcclS arc gcugsc::, ±'he boo'.: cou- 
ta*;*.; "2 ;i;":ia>..ic eha-ytors, 

v i'V- ti.-Jic of the boo:, is "Tee uc- ^ec^uo", written by ~u;ene_ 

/ \: r*\ s, "ho returwi d a short tiua ciyo iroju ^vssia. I want "cvoiv^o.'.e 
o. : ;/ xrl e: : ■ T t t o hc.vo ;,hi s b r ~ i£ . frr" ovarii; ; .re the e ■ r : ■ . J . • "• • t ' t ? e s 



t # Vi:-. rT- k-Y-s lj" v.ii jc : : loi i./itfit hvrtb/a 2. a pa.:tx is 

I's-iiii 3. i^eii.! . r S.\ . ,;1TMi. 1 A.,3JOw 30'Lrlii oVS'iET. 

% Vu«i ik iiicICAi, rA:-VY J 3 ri'n^iD c. A KIIi^USxtA3T TAKES CCUjii-iD 

7. j.':.2 u;\>0 JjvJALc! brtvfc.3 ^, r'ASCIoL.. r:A3 i-JLir'i' OF WaY 

?. Ch'LV 02 iv-3^IA-,.uic3:;iF 10. T.JS .JJi.ii-.AL3 Ii.VJi.'T A ; -UTOPIA 

i ■ ♦ «PuLC.V(3 3TS ^0 3TUi-V 12, ThiS KED CbLTliitAL liS.ATSoAhCE 

^, .0.-2 PjjiV.iiT.j A.j^ «.2!) V. 20oJoA aDOx'TJ 1! TiiOJAK ; : 0iu3?J 

n *. Ou. ..v.-'is." "oo.. :-;j a. I-:**, is: lo. T2.*; i-ji^'JiELii r^vouTiOi: 

SJ-*--jiiJ3 V ; . A22-.IJAK L\A.'/J'.i rO., oLVl&'T WAii I e .J-.ilh'O 

?P, 3:7i r .Jh l 3 Jiil^Ji-jiJ'o ..Oh'ii I.: I'.^.a. 19. dVALLr 3'JU;3 iU 

x ''• A". ."'J „ A.. T^rv" tJii 0, ii: Jj.lA. Hi - ;_i:JS A-"» /J 'V JiL." LI : i: ALS 

r-? . a^. ..w.j.i-i "i^iihjo Lr 1 i.;^ g.f.u." 2°. cock 

l Ai j^o i\. . . or A; . J. 3. : i h^, .uCi'JiC i , ^ Jl'VOli' 'J J 1 . Jw... .'<3 'l'O i ICLLV i I'l't'D Ai ■ t) 

I iu xi J ../•.'/ ! >, A. il ^ A 1 3 Oi t. '. r up- I Aj". i 1 ' -'0. . 0l ; liCj i 1 26 . T: i l 

J : 1" /. 1 1 . .1 * " jf . i 1 ilO. . i J., i ZtLjLiili^ •'v,/xli »".jD iiliru-Oii 'i'iiij LA3 i' 

LoChY oJii £ 29. i'h-- : .IvLit.Oi Ohi' ..Sj.JnT 0/ .hj LIEi-'iRALS 30. h^.; 
r'iX.-.o I U 31. A.'^ ':. j7i CALu-il) IT "KjA^" 32. T:!£ .iiiACS 



Jo. .d ;.»0: .e;- . ciu--t i'ili ^vL the ctlached coupon. 



L. t'i 
uO -Vet; ^ 0 'O 



* o :.- . j. -. . tj i t r. o c - o : 
cor -s- irce;- c:'titl fl d 



;c* book e::r»03in r : the all e: 



c o." s • i r a c , ■ e: ? 6 u i n a " i .•y^. i 'j ■:; i/ • c : . ae " \j j e/. ojyjjyo. : s , 

Jftii'i ;.e t:.:i.- book I ill! pay v.;.0.» plus : iai3 in;' co.-L to tr.c 
i.".a.ll.' '.a''i *s\,en i.e .^e Livers it. 



JPIIa/AK?. 




62-43818-2^5 



Special Agent In Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 



April 2, 1943 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 

DATE /»// /tag BY^gflz^ 



R£: 0 ERA ID L. K. SMITH 

THE COMMITTSE OF OMS MILLION 
INTERNAL SBCURITT 
SiDITIOI 



Dear Sir: 




I am writing you again with reference to this caae in order to 
reiterate my great interest in the investigation of this subject. 

In my letter of February 8, 1943, I outlined the contents of two 
rather lengthy memoranda received from the Department concerning this subject, 
particularly as to the desire of the Department that the investigation of 
this case be continued under the theory of the Sedition Statutes and the 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act. Ity* letter designated certain specific Items 
of information desired and also outlined the general pattern which this 
investigation should follow. 

r-j £3 Recently other officials high in the Oovernoent have expressed 

rn interest in the activities of Smith and I think it should be quite clear to 
rn ~E TOU that the Bureau oust be in the position of being appropriately advised 
V__C3 as to all phases of his activities. I want to take this occasion to again 
impress upon you the absolute necessity of your personally supervising this 
rn eatter and seeing that this investigation is afforded moat thorough and 
C vigorous attention. 



Tou should continue to arrange with other offices to appropriately £ 



Tolaon 

E.A. ^g^Jjr niB out Q { town appearances, as I stated in my letter of February 8/' 
^^^^and-the investigation at Detroit should primarily foUj 4 " * 
^substantiating pertinent information received from ~ 

Ghvin, 
Ladd 



or 




-evidence or information from other sources which 
c o uld be introduced in testimonial form if prosecut 
Nichol iue^ect at some future date. The services of 

Rosen 

Tr«cy ^_ _ v _ ^ 

Curionin^saith's activities as a candidate for public office, this phase of the 

lltirbo lniaafrlgation should not be overlooks d. . 

C0,v:..-; : \. 'V:- : " • ' ; .7"^7»- I 

In accordance' with tor instructions set forth in Bureau letter dated 

22, 1943, a furthkr report in this case will be expected at the 



not fee so helpful in so far as the Federal Corrupt Practices phase 
case is concerned but as the Department has repeatedly expressed great interest 




^sometime during the forthcoming week. 

?ery truly yourfe, 
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John Bdgar Hoovcr\ i 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR TM Tl^TDT: 



RL: 



6' 

Ti'iS *CCu2.IXTTijK CI 1 ' Oi*i_ 



In recent months the Department has evidenced considerable 



interest in this cc.se. As you will recall, under date of March 2$, 194' 



Ifr. Htrbo 

Mr. Qui no Timm, 

Tel*. Room 

Mr. Neare 

Mist Beahm 

Mist G»adv 



the President addressed a memorandum to you requesting; advice as to what action 
was being ta.<en in connection with the activities of Smith. The president's 
memorandum v.as acco mpanied by a copy of tne Lfarcii, 1943> issue of the \ T ew York 
uciicaticn "The Hour," which is devoted principally to a discussion of Siit'n. 
A detailed ate mo ran dam setting fortn inf or.nation as to Smith's t-c.- ground and t..e 
.bureau's investigation of his activities, as well as a cover letter advising of 
tne Department ' s evaluati.n of tne information developed, has been prepared for 
transmittal to the White House. 

As you Vii.ll recall, Smith is a former minister and at one time achieved 
a :'ocJ bit of publicity as a spol:ct,..-.an for the late Huey Long a,; d as a part of t: 
non-j political mac nine. Foilov:i:v; Long's demise and an unsuccessful attempt to 
identify ni :seif with the remnants of the Long machine, Smith went to New York 

ter to Detroit, v. here he forced an organizati^;. Anov.n aj "The Com. imtee oi 



and 
One 



--L1 Oi 



At its inception the announced purpose of "The Comoittee of One jliilion" 
was t:;at of combatting forces advocating communism. Later, with the coming of 
trie European war, Smith snifted his policy to that of advocating ' strict isolationism 
ana directing criticism against the Administration 1 s policy of assisting tne 
Allied governments. V.ith the involvement of the United States in the war, Smith j 
acain altered his policy ana be cane concerned principally v.itn criticizing the 
Administration' s alleged endeavors to "enslave the peoole" as a res :.lt of the 
e; agencies occasioned by war. Within the past year he has characterized t ie 
Government as approaching a dictatorship and has been particularly denunciative 
of w;iat he is pleased to calx the Administration's efforts to for.j a super world 
'st'Sfte do.;d.ii:.ted by Great Britain, in w.dch the United States io a mere entity 



.lowiilij bl t. h^y- ifl. 1 1 oi/ n> ) • r. r. , i s\ , 



A Although Smith boa*$5t that he nas a follow mg "of three ^ttliion' persons ^ 
At appears that "The Committee of One Million" is really not ari organisation 
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siderable amount of contributions £"rom mejnbers of the p'Uolic. It 
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that he claims all of tre Individuals who ^re on ids ■■ailing list are a part of 
"The Committee of One ''lillion." In any event, his claim of a follov.in^ of three 
uilliori is grossly exaggerated. 

Last summer Smith sourht the hepublican no.rdn. ti on for U. S. Senator 
ir. .1 the State of mdcni^an auo altriou^h lie v;as unsuccessful hi. did receive 
a pproxim-teiy 12 J, 000 votes. Even after tiiis defeat, he insisted on continuing 
'"is campaign in the y;enerel election in November as a write-in candidate. In 
t e \iove ber election, he was bacdy defeated, receiving less support th?n ne did 
In t:ie" prir.ary ca;.i -ai^r;. 

S.dtn's most receipt enaeavors have been in connection with an attempt 
to : Dri a third political party on a national scale. Triis part v is caiiea tne 
America First Party and Smitn iias indicated he believes its principal support 
can be drawn fror. persms v. no were formerly members of tne no* defunct America 
First Committee. Since the first of tne .year Smith has traveled rather 
evteasively throughout the middle west end has made a number of speeches aivocetin? 
the America First Party. The policy of such a party- o.s conceived by Smith would 
be very sivdlar to the general ..ur.oses a.*d policy of "The Committee of One .dllion." 

As indicated previously, it. is r.nomn thst Smith receives considerable 
i mianclal co:::i ib j.t: o .is fro:, members of the public. bveo so, the scale of his 
operations during the past year war. suf ficientj-„, extensive to indicate t-iat re is 
receiving si^eabie financial c on t rib at ions, tne regularity of wrier s.^-ests t/.at 
t hey may no t c ome f ro. a me lb e r s of the pub ii c . In t ; d s c onn e c t i „■ n ini' o r. r.ct i o n r.a s 
been received thrt Smitn is bein-- fir, an ceo by officials of the Forri "fotor Co-oarr . 
Hoy; ever, it should be observed tmrt t-ds inT'or.-m-.tion has ueen received from 
in i or ; ; ants a i; d it is not b^sed -jr. ducui:e..tar t , evidence aom at ^r^sent it is not 
in s rch form as to be susceptibxe to ;J roof . 

Ee^inninm early in 194^, tne Bureau has from time to tiae sent consider a ole 
information to the Department relative to Smith's activities. Initially tnis 
ini ormati :>n vas re f eri c a to the Special har Pc-ricies Unit. iiowtvrr, on February SJ, 
1 the Criminal Division indicated an interest in being f jrnished with tiie 
results of the investigation and up untix recently tne information develo_~ea has 
teen referred to tne Criminal Division. 

Fro?" tine to time the Crimdnaj. Division ac.-mowlcog t-.u tne information 
received from the Bureau and occasionally advanced suggestions as to certain 
specific information aesired. These communications on tne part of the Criminal 
Division did indicate a definite interest in the investigation of Smith but at 
no time did trie Criminrl Division indicate that it v.as considering prosecuting 
Smith. In December, i94^> a memorandum, was received from iir. James kov.e, Jr., 
?dt:'* comments to tne effect t.iat the Attorney General was intertt.ted in the Smith 
L-.vse. This memorandum requested that the bureau continue its investigation and, as 
in t '.e case of tne memoranda previously received from tne Criminal Division, 
advancea certain specific su-yyestio s as to information de circa. In answer to 
t.ds me ■orar.dum, the bureau on December 2-5, addressed a communication to 

•'r. : ore re< uestinj; his advice as to whether prosecution v;as anticipated against 
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£ ith a -id If so the the or?- or statutes under v» ' icn such piosecution v/as 
anticipated. 

On January 3, ly +; , .-.r. kov.e in re-iy to t.:e Bureau's .Le.aoranduu 
stated th&t although Smit:! 1 s s oeeches ar.d .»uuxi cat ions approach very closely to 
the I'O.nt of sedit y\ they do not actually arr.ount to a violation of tie 3 e ait ion 
Statutes. In Vis regard >Ir. Rov.e cement? a Viat S-;ith see.Tib to have been cy-ite 
ve 11 = c.v : ^ e n cs to "the ey t e ■ \ t to v, 1 c h he cc u Id safe iy ' o in t ni & ci r * c t io . . " 
"r . • ov. e , io v tv t r , e:'. -jr € e e d t •. e opini cn t v.; t due to Li-rath 1 & v;i u e- s c al t. 
activities t:.e inve illation should be continued along the lines of an inouiiv 
un:"er the S edit lor. Statutes, iie further recuebted that a particular endeavor be 
-.aae to deter nine v. nether STdLth lias at any ti.?.e maintained any connect! <n or 
association v.ith Axis representatives or adherents. 

S . o : t .; v . ; r i o r to tne r c c el .; t of the r n e '.lor a n dun fro- a ! r r • : -o* e , the 
r : ;ec' ai \ ?.r Policies LLiit recuestec that an investigation be unaerca.zc.: for the 
purpose :f aeter:_i.dn,r v. he t her S_r.it :i properly coupiitd vitn the ..rovishons of tne 
federal Corrupt Practices Act in con ection '..it . his prii.ury anc v.rite-in 
ca -.pai.::ns in Michigan, In this regard, tne Special War Policies Unit poj.nct-i out 
tiat information develops a by the Eur- an suggests t.nat 15; nit h 1 © ca. i.^.i fund report 
• • s re: ii r e d b j the 'i c hig fn i! en c : ■ al 11 e ct i o 'i La 1 . . s :iiay he v e b e e. i f ai s 1 1" i e d . 
1 .eia^ iv e to 3.: it h ' s v.r i t e -ii i c a ipf- i j n , the S c c i c 1 t . a ; ■ policies Unit • > oini c i"* .o .it 
tv-t if fc . it'-- r: v actually a canc.ic.ate vithi.: the /.ie.-ning of t-.e Federal Oorruyc, 
^notices Act ::e i.v. s required by that Act to file .*■:.; add : .t : . juici re ; >: rt v.iti. t .e 
;ccrct;,r of t ; e Cenate in coniv.cf:. ->i ..io ::i? ua.i ' Lr.ac;.' in h~ve -jcr 1 , 1;^-"'. Tlx 
c^fciai ; a". p. Ii cies Unit ststiO t ;:.t f> nu. -her oi rtL :cr i "-oe: hnite wU-.-stii.i^s of 
lav. are involve t in an atte.::pt t: .al.e a care : gainst i.riitn uin.er tn- Federal 
Corrupt Practices Act out re^ue^ted that co.i_-i.etfc ini or^atic* as to tne cii-c-....- 
sti-nces s.irr j'L.dii^ .n.s candidacy and t: e i-e_*.-)rta fiiec by hLri be developed, 
h'r. f.ov.e :as also indicated an interest in having tiiis Dn- se of t : ';e investigation 
c: rrled t.tro i-~.h. 



A:: other inhere oting ph= se of tnis ence lie" in tne fact tnat t-r.it h is 
reported to have stated he has in nis files detailed inf orr;.ati;n ^hich involves 
tne President in tne assassination of Huey Jbo:ig . InioiT.ation :-:s to this ciairs 
by ? ith v.as oevf- 1 o_!_jsd, dnr i t ie cou rse of t i e inv e g t i-ir t io ■ i of the case entitled 




5;iiith had tola hiu ie has prooi that 
"rTesiaent vTas Lnvolveo in ane assassination of Long a.id he, 5..it.i, v/ouid 
dlvui-e t-is information -rublioiy i^ ::e v;ere ever proceeded against criminally b_ 
the Federal Govern r .ent. f.inrodj you vdll recall, is currentlj* under inoict;nent 
in the District of Colaubia for s edition aiid it is knovm that S:»ith and ^inrod 
htve long been close friends. Tnis particular' infor.nati^n has previously been 
referred to the Vnite house a_id to the Deoartiaent. 



'iie:_:o i'or the Director 
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The Attorney General has several tines indicated an interest in this 
case and you will recall that on October 2B^^^4^^heforwarded to you^ 
statement concerning Smith prepared by one ^R^AjSSS^SS' 0 ^ Detroit, 
at one time hac^loseconnect^nsw^| and for^several 

ye ^rs served w ^^^^^F^^^^^^^^^ ^^^jj^ ^ ^^^ ^^SM This statement was prepared 

iionin the New York newspaper "Pii" and dealt in detail 
wit p. ine various activities of Smith, particularly in connect^nwith his 
associations v.ith officials of the Ford .Motor Company. | Hhad previously 

been interviewed by the Eureau on a number of occasions anaaTways refused to 
aivalge information concerning his knowledge of Smith. However, he apparently- 
intended to sell this statement to M PIi." For some reason "Pi.i" did not publish 
it but referred it to the Attorney General. 



^^^^^^^^ Prior to the receipt of this statement from the Attorney General, 
j r^ : #ne^e»-»» during the early part of October, 1942, appeared at the Detroit office 
and in an interview, in contrast with previous contacts with him, furnished ail 
of the information set forth on the statement made available by the Attorney 
General. He was closely questioned as to the allegations made by him but he 
was unable to furnish any documentary evidence or other information acceptable 
as evidenceten^y^ to show a direct tieup between Smith and the Ford Motor Compfi 
Although U^S^^f '^^ 311 unsavory reputation, it -right hav e been pos sible tp^ 
utilize hin. as a witnj 




of tie fact that the Atto rney General was personally interested in the statement 
referrec to "■\." b 1 



In view of the otentiai ramifi cations of t.ds case, it is being given 
careful investigative attention and tne closest supervision. A te clinical 
surveillance has been in progress since May, 1942, aad considerable information 
has been developed through this means. At the present time this technical 
suiveillance is being followed and all Smith's publications and speeches are 



--•o 



rpr»f''Tn1 1 v rnvprpri. All nf* t.h^ i nfnrrn? t.i .^n fipvelnn^H 
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referred to Mr. Bowe of the Department and tne case will continue to receive 
the closest attention. It is of interest to note that eight reports have 
Deen referred to tne Department since tne receipt of wr. howe's memorandum on 
January 8, 1943- 

Attached to this memorandum is a summary memorandum setting forth 
detailed information cs to Smith's background and previous activities. 



Rcsuect fully 



Attachment 
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ALL !NFO!iM R .TTH CONTAINED 
" " HEREIN !S yElASJHiO 



Pe-sor.al history and Bach^round HITP , , nil „ 

^ DATE #j BV^^k- 

Ge ald Lyr;an nenneth b;rdtn, better runo^Ti as 3 ei aid ^. K. £:r.ith, 
v.as ban during February, IH-9J, at Pardeevi-ie, Yiisconsin. He attended Butler 
5e.rd.na.ry ot Indianapolis, Indiana, and later was graduated fron Valparaiso 
U i/ersit;. .Indiana) v.'icre ne pursued a course in theology. S.dth's antecedents 
a v: early life wer e in no T.ay unus ual and ere of no particular interest. 

After ie5vin^ collepe, STdth took up active duty as a ranister and 
successively held pastorates at Footviile, Wisconsin, at the Seventh Street 
Christian Churcn of Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Church of Shreve^ort, 
Louisiana. 

Prior to assuidng his ^ministerial duties at Shreve.ort, 0:dth's 
activities v,'e-re ratner conservative aid of a type dnaracteristica] |y be-f ittins 
one in the ministerial profession, ilov.ever, wnile in Louisiana, he became 
interested in x he late Huey Long's "Share the Vealtu" _viove.,;eut and eventually 
extended t .is interest to the point of actively and openly partici/ating in 
olitics as an adherent of Lung . Attendant -/Jbliuity evo.-.ea tne disyj.e-. sare 
^ of L..e Elaeis of his church, eventually resulting in Smith's dismissed duriuy, 
Jl';\U* Fo^lovrLng Long's ce-th, oidtr, atoeupted to ieentifo ni .uoeli vlth the 
r^.Lia:.ts of the Long uac'd.ie but bei..g unsuccessfu- in tuis ueft Louisiana 
in I^o? ^nn caie to uev "forri vh-ere oe attempted to organise an association 
coulee "The Co..:dttee of One Mix 'low." This effort .-.as unfruitful. During 
the following year he noved to Detroit vn.ere he has since Deen located. 

At Detroit, fcrdth reorgon.ioed "The Co.miittce of One hiliion" as an 
orgc "dzation "fjuneed for t'e purpose of co.obatting "the inenace of Co;u,.;nads.ti. " 
I iriii^ 1?3/^ S.rdth s.dftod nis policy, advocating t.ie isolationist viewpoint, 
aid since the involvene.it of the United States in war he nas busied id.- a self 
principally in directing criticis: to the Ad rdnistraLion* s war effort and 
what he Is leased to ch<rr.cterioe as t :e Ad inistration 1 s efforts to e^si^ve 
t..e Juited states as an entity in an International State ao.:dinitru by Jreat 
jZtT moa Lii. 

L;ore det-iixea co u.ents are set fortn subsequently as to Sudtn's 
connect '.on v.ith Huey Long and his activities as toe orgaoiser of "The Cor^ittee 
of One ^iiLion," but it is of significance to observe that it appears that t.ie 
turning point of Smith's liie dates fro~ Ids association vdth Kuey Lorog. Prior 
to that tiv.e ie vn -s the usual type of rrdnister concerned v.ith ..roblar.E incidental 
to his calling. Hov.ever, it see...s the t his participation in the "Siit^e the health" 
noveaent fired his ahoiti ->n to the extent of se^f visualisation of hir.oelf as a 
co.uL:?-.t political figure. He.Vvg unsuccessful in aisociatiiig hL:-.helf vitu Long's 
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successors, he has apparently continued u is c.rea~ of ..olitical prorrinence 

■J ;!;iou^h '.is efforts in connection \dth his so-called "Co --nit tee of Che ^iilicn." 
r, The f ? ct that he stiLi. evaluates nlTceif as an individual of at least potential 

h^;;^ . critical significance, is attested to by the fact that he has often described 

ft^T? - : i - e if confidential conversations as being likely "Presidential timber. " 

~ In an effort to farther auj~-ent his political bsckjrojnd and potentialities, 

.." . 5 ith.sor-ht nnbti^n as I e pnbiican candidate for United States Senator fro:* 

j£_-=4 " t " e StEte of ;;1c!l^£.i: ouri:^ t..e surfer of l/hi. This car:;p3i£n i\as unsuccessful, 

""- • Svdth's personal ±ife appears to be normal. He is Tarried, lives \,iT.h 

.-" is v.ife, end has one s m, about tventy years of . Kis v.ife is said to be a 

":. " ■-■.iE;.t£r:t relative of a \'r. Soieneen, described as an official of tie Ford Voter 

Co.^any. Front time to tijue storiec have been circulated attributing improprieties 
to £:nith in connection v.ith his associat .i_ons ».ith ^caen jther than ids idle, 
HuVi ev e : , not I dm* fa c t us 1 is i .n ov.i i to sub s t a ; it i a t e these stories. 



j'.ctivit : .es Prior to l? r ~3 

V.hile se:vin£ as pastor at ti-e slug's -i^hvc,, Church, f'hrevc oit, 
Loui a, Sr-.ith t-=ca c intert;:: ted in huey Lon-'s "Lhcie the Y.ealt""" : .,lan. ih; 
eventually rset Long and shoitiy thereai'tt-r tr.ere cevelo. eci, cca... ding to £.:ith's 
■ie: :ri:ti-j-'. f "a close and f..tl f ritnuL-hip" bct'i.ee:. ui-t U.j. It is uefl.dttly 
■li twat shortxy t iiei'c t-itei-, aua lastii.z f'.C" a ^eriod oi severe ^tars, L:.-i.t j_ 
Hz=\x::=6. t.'.e .c sit in; of one of ho.i;'f:' c : lef — it ate .j".t; . A it " .au * ."i ^j.J.th is 
prone tc describe t;.is relati s hi. .j as a personal or.t, several yersor.s v." ho i;ere 
clo; e to Long at the ti.r.e staue that Long had little personal : egard for Lhdth 
l.. c apparently evaluated hin as being nutrustv.orthy and rishontst. These persons 
s t £ ■ t e t : iaL Long v;a s . - e r e ly ut ili zii 13 b;rdt h ' s s e rvi c e s , t n d in Vie c onn e ct i on 
it is :-:no'. r. that Lori^, as Vicil as others associated v.ith hi.ii, regaided S;.iith as 
a ve:y d;>nav:dc a.x powerful -ublic s^eaher. It appeal's that kvdth v. as widely 
used by the Long crganisation in the role of a public soeaher for the "Share 
t " e T . <r a 1 1 : ■ " " ov ■: :.ien t . It Is said t : :a t S:.;i t ■ . , at or : e t Luc , r e c eiv e cl as .ti u c h as 
» t50 per veei: fi*o.. t t:.e Lorig orgardzatior. as reimburse: ;ei.t for expenses arid as 
salary. 

In: oi-.r.at :cn has been received tnat v:hile associated ;:it: the Lon^ 
ov t e:: t , S.-ii t h j o in e d V. ili i a.v L" ldl e y P elley ' s S iiv er S ni rt orr a- , i zat ion . h o t : dug 
in t:'te v.sy of occur en tc;ry evidence is available to prove tlds jueiubership, but in ■ 
r-tce.V v . eLrs odtl: his, on several occasions, adidtted nie. ibershiu in the "'eiiey 
::.ove...e;:t . He states, hov.evrr, tiiat he joinen ?eIJe t *'s or^a- .izction .r.ei-ely foi- 
Lhe .U'-yO^e of :ec^i-"'_ g inf cr.'.'.tt Lon in connection »vitli his v.or.. in be half of 
H-:ey Lon*. 

/. 1th ■ . j ; i i c uri hue y L on ; ' s- 1 i • e t i:ue Z, :d t i . va. s an o ut s t andli ^ ■ ,e > ■ t o. . a e 
':: t ; e Lonr ...achine, he rabidly lost his position, after the ce^tr- of Long- It 
a. jears that ds seivices v. ere continued i'jv a short erloo of ti .ie b^. L:i\:'- 



successors, but that he eventually Vvas displaced due, allegedly, to his 
unt o-i . ard ef f ort s to at t ain p e: s on al uo t r e r . By 1 9 3 7 > any inl'luen c e v, ni c 1 : he 
previously had Vv^s completely dissipated and it was during that ^ear that 
:.t left Louisiana for uev* Yorn. 

On arriving at Kent Xorxc fa.rd.th attempted to or^&i.ize a group knov/n 

r r "Th^ f.iV— .if fine 'i 1 "M nri - Irpnr.'ii ■■■j +.<^ + >:t ppI f sri-,.-i inrcr^ nr rif* 

t: -is organization its primary concern i.e.s that of co batting the forces of 
Co- :: -ur:isn. Hov.ever, t .Tilth's efforts in hcv; York :r.et vith little success, and 

■rtedly :it v.tir disnearce.ieu to the extent of cea^i..£ .is activititi and 
re .ovinf: to Detroit, hi cigar., earlj in 1938* 

Toward t;-e end of his stay in Louisiana, S.mith's oersoi.al reputation 
a. pa rent ly suffered to some extent. On h over.be r 3, 1,36, he v;as s.rrcsted b, the 
Key, Orleans Police Departs.ie.it on a charge of having disturbed ti.e peace in tne 
using of obsce.e language in a ju'olic place, ,,ep ,<rtt,dr.y tui^ aiiest resulted 
In -is r e c eiving a su s pen ded s e n t en c e of „" 1 J .CO an o t i da,) s . 

During i?3c ar.c 1937* fault n also involved as a plaintiff in 
?ev eral ^ibel and slander c-fes. These cesee v. ere apparently of minor 
importance, uut the consensus of opinion appears to be that S.uLth' s re^utati^n 
sjrieied move tiian cid the reputation of those vrhom he sought lo sue. 

Current Activities 



Dm arriving in petrc-tt xn i>^_', C .-ll: a.^.m.^t ^'.m edjiatcj-y set out 
to rcor^aniie t^t defunct "Co .;.d.t oee oi One iiilion." In this connection he 
distributed considerable amounts of literature designating the purposes of 
"The Co.mdttee .:f One Million" as foliov.s: , 

1. To rebuild tie spirit of A-trica. 

?. To v.ipe out the last vertices of Corrjnunis.T:, Nazism 
and Fascism in ail forms. 



3. The redefinition of tne >v7ierican National character. 

4. The installation oi a ne\ spirit in American jouth, 
dedicated to tj:e .aintenance of American institutions. 

j 5- To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist v;nat 

' is nov; knovii, as an internationcl plot to involve them in 

a world revolution. 

< . To redeciicate t.ie citizeiuy of At.erica to the family 
% altar a. id to the spirit of the church. 

7. To secure ti:e -liaLiitensnce of a veil defied r-tanccro 
of Amcric&r. iiviu;. 



{ 
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Other literature of "The CoT_TiitT.ee of One Million, " sought particulaiuy 
:■' ■'• to stress the activities of this orgauizat Lon in combatting Comiriuni st influences. 

nth the cj.rdng of the Euro-jetr; war in 19? 9 > Srdth siiifted tr.e policy 
: of "The Committee of One h'iili on" to t ~at of promoting trie cause of isolatior:- 

■>/M is . In various pieces of iiteratuic distributed curing 1939> 19 z .O ana 

Z&A he y,&s especially critical of the Ad: J. ni strati on' s poxicy of rendering assistance 

to the Allied governments. 



:e tne involvement of the United States in the wnr, Snith has 
a '.a in shift-: c his policy as well as that of "The Co^rdltee of One .Million" to the 
uLrtetin of criticise against the Administration's efforts in prosecuting the 
war. He uas not questioned the necessity of winning the v.ar, but on the other 
ha. a, in various of his publications, as well as nis .-sub lie utterances, has 
oeexi careful to lay stress on the necessity of the people's aidLu' and assistir^g 
in evtiy way in defeatl:.g America's foes. 

ho.-. ever, he has advanced contentions that "one ^resent Administration 
u.sing tne v.ar- ts an excuse f^r depriving the public of its just liberties, 
he has also freely voiced criticise against wnat he has been disposed to chnractt .r 
. . :-, t ' e A d idn i st ra t *' -in ' s e f f o:~t s to reduce t he Un i t e d St c- 1 e s to a ■ . ■ e r e entity in a 
~re:-t interne Li onai state urinated by Great ±JriT,ain<. 

Smith caries on the v.or.\ of "The Couudttee of One .d^li^n" through 
r a i o t r o a J c a s t e ove r St a t i uii V. Jl at De t r oi t , tne dis t r lb c 1 1 on of lit t : -ti t u: e , 
■ ! i ^ t . r o Uj h t : n .e . ,-ub i i c at * on of a ._; oi it hly i ;ia r «■ i ne . . ! i > « v.n as "The Cross a: , u t . :e 
Fiir." Although £::.itii claims t:. t .t "The Coo^dtLee of One „ii_hon" i^s a 
foiioving of three ndliion per.se ns, it a.,>pec.rs that "T;:e Co:jr.dttee of One 
j'ilid^a" is really not a it organization as such, a d is o.erely a nai.ie used by 
S:.ith. £"dth, of ccurre, does have a rather -Large -.ailing list, a.d it see.^s 
that t: e persons who receive his literature a-d make occasion&l financial 
honati-ns to him a. e considered by Smith as being -embers of tue Committee, 
i'.va Liable information indicates tn^t Smith's claim of tiiree million followers 
is grossly exaggerated. 

Esriy in 1?42, S?iith sought to establish another organization nnown as 
"Trie Inner Circle.." As suggested by its n£me, this group was described by 
£ 1th as consisting of the rore prominent and trustworthy members of the Co : ittee 
of One '.'illion. He announced the for.~fi.tion of this group through the distribution 
of literature calling for the donation of additional funds and it appears tnet 
its ourposts v;ere t.ie sane as those of "T.ie Committee of One Viilion." According 
to inform; tion received, "The Inner Circle" is no more of a real organization 
thai "The Co.7jdtt£fc of Oiie .Million" and was c nceived and used by Sndth .aereiy 
for the jurpose of collecting addit.'. ^..al money fro;:; peisjns on .±s nw?ilinj list. 
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Luring tr,e summer of i7'J+2, S-rdtn sought tne Republican nomination 
for tne position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He 
.Tiare a number of speeches arid conducted quite an active campaign and in the 
; mi_mary election received aporoxi.na.teiy 1^0,000 votes. Although tlds was not 
sufficient for ncjdnatlon, political observers -were of the opinion that Smith 
had mace an unusually good showing. Even after this defeat, Smith continued 
his candidacy in the general election in November, 1942, when he projected 
rd.aself as a write-in candidate. He was bz dly ueftat^c in the general election, 
his following being 1< ss than in the primaiy caT.paimn . 

Late in 194^, Smith publicly announced tne intention of formia< a 
third political party o.. a national scale. The proposed platfor.ii for t;ds 
Part; , as a^nouncec, "was si ii>r to that advanced by brrdth in connection v.ith 
id? wor-K as leader of "The Committee of One .million" and it is understood 
that Smith hopes to isain support from members of the now defunct "America 
1 irst Committee." In recent months, Smith has toured the liiddle Y.cst and 
has made a number of speeches in various cities, outlining ids plan for a 
tidrd political partj- . Recently, he has indicated that it may not ql necessaiy 
to form this . iarty if tne Republican and Democratic Parties "present a real 
issue" for the ±9kU Presidential Election. 

At various tLr.es within recent years it has been reported t^at certain 
ofiicLals st the Ford Motor Company are interested in Sidth and have collaborated 
v.ith hl-r; to the extent of furnishing him inf or.-natdon used in so e of .is sjeecnc l 
and his publication "The Cr^cs and tne riag." 

In connection wiv\ nit various abearance! as a ijuhlic s.^ead.er Smith 
hat, attained tne reputation of being a very effective and. forceful speaker. 
Ait hough he is somewhat bui..ba&tic, a-*d at tines given too freejm to overemphasis, 
it does rtt. appear that he is an unusually ^ood speaker and thi-t ne is effective 
in influencing auaiences. So e persons nave described hi as among tne foremost 
.'Uhdic speakers of the day. 

It is of interest to note that Smith's publication "The Cross and tne 
Flap" was nav.ee, along with a number of other publications, in indictments re- 
turned in the District of Columbia on July 2x 9 ±94* j and January <+, 19^3» 
charging twenty-eight and trdimy-f our defendants respectively witn having 
engaged in a con soi racy to violate tne Sedition Statutes. These indictments 
have pertinence to the case popularly referred to as Unitea States vs. Gerald B. 
Y.inrod, et al. Aitnough Smith's publication wa s mentioned In the indict.ier.t, 
bs teirig one of a number of publications throughout the country which has con~ 
tiibutcd to undermining the loyalty and morale of tne Armed Forces, neither 
Smith nor tne publication v. ere named as defendants. 



